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       *  * *     PLEASE MAKE ATTENDANCE GREAT AGAIN   * * * 
AND COME TO THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 CAMP MEETING, 6:30 p.m. 

SAME LOCATION:  Shiloh Assembly of God Church 
4035 Lebanon Avenue, Shiloh IL 62221 

To protect yourself and others at the meeting, 
please wear a mask or face covering. 

 

FROM THE COMMANDER 

ATTENTION TO ORDERS:  Greetings to each of the faithful and loyal 

members of our Lt. George E. Dixon SCV camp.  We had a great turnout at our last 

meeting and it was good to see so many in attendance.  It is good to maintain our in-

person relationships, especially in light of our nation’s current political climate.  Only 

the Creator knows with certainty the future and what it holds for mankind, but with such 

calamity in our nation we must stand united in our determination to preserve our common 
and shared heritage.  With the attacks upon our southern heritage and our national 

identity at issue, we will have to muster in unity of purpose to defend such.  The recent 

vote in the House of Representatives to remove all Confederate memorials at our national 

military parks and cemeteries can only be considered as the first broadside as at Fort 

Sumter.  The Confederate monuments are only the first to be removed in this affront to 

our nation's history.  I would like to reflect from past history as to the division within our 

nation and indeed the world.  It seems to be an amalgamation of various epochs in world 

history.  I am at first referring to what relates to the events in pre-revolutionary France 
before the disaster affectionately known by the French as the French Revolution.  It was 

a period of competing issues and problems of which the "age of reason" descended into 

chaos.  The disaster that the French embarked upon was one of abandonment of anything 

but reason.  All aspects of the past in France were deemed evil and the doctrine of 

egalate, or equality of each "citizen" ruled.  It was a form of socialism at that time coupled 

with the departure from reality and common sense.  I am also reminded of the Bolshevik 

revolution of 1917 and the advent of Marxism in Russia.  Many of the currents that we 
face today in our body politic are directly related to this aberration and are visible within 

our society at large.  The Weimar Republic in pre-war Germany also bears a similarity 

to the western world today.  It represented in Europe of the time the most hedonistic and 

perverse culture on the European continent.  Berlin was known as the Babylon of 

Europe.  This sounds quite like the America that we dwell in today.  As a nation we have 

embraced many of the historical “isms” of each of the three eras of history as I have 

related.  I fear that we may have reached a national crisis that cannot be easily 

controlled.  It is my personal opinion that only God can redeem us from the 
approaching darkness that lies ahead.   I hope to see all at our September muster.    

GOD Bless! 

 
 

Confederately, 
 

John Stanton 
 

 

PROGRAM INFORMATION 

     PRESENTATION:             Update on the Hunley 

    PRESENTER:             Adjutant Gale Red 

    REFRESHMENTS:            Asst Adjutant John & Lady Jane McKee 
 

 

 CAMP MEETINGS 
Meetings are open to the public and are generally, 
except as announced, held on the second Tuesday 
evening each month at 6:30 p.m. at the: 

Shiloh Assembly of God Church 
4035 Lebanon Avenue 
Shiloh, Illinois 62221 

(Parking available next to the church) 
We try to have an informative program with a 
speaker or film of interest at all meetings.  Anyone 
with a Confederate ancestor or just having an 
interest in Civil War history is invited to attend. 

 

Questions?  Call Gale Red, Cell 618-622-8949 

CAMP MISSION 
The camp accepts its covenanted 
responsibility to maintain and preserve the 
Christian principles held by the Southern 
people that led them to their decision to 
defend the right of constitutional self-
government.  We strive to educate ourselves 
first and then the public to a fuller and more 
complete understanding of the true history of 
the period of the War Between the States.  We 
seek to preserve the memory and honor of the 
noble Confederate soldiers, sailors, public 
servants, and loyal citizens. 

 

CAMP MEMBERSHIP 
Is available to all male (12 years or older) 
descendants of any veteran who served 
honorably in the Confederate military.  Direct 
or collateral kinship to a qualifying veteran or 
civil servant must be documented for full 
membership.  We offer genealogical 
assistance with documentation.  For those who 
have not yet proven their kinship or just have 
an active interest in what we are doing, we offer 
camp membership through our auxiliary, The 
Knights and Ladies of the Golden Circle.  
Applicants must be 12 or older. 

 

 
  

Welcome Incoming Members 

Jane Novara (Creal Springs IL) 

Wendy Stanton (Godfrey IL) 

 

Farewell Outgoing Members 

Bill Boyd 

Amzy Hibler 

Susan Harris 

Amzy Hibler 

William Presley 

David Schmitt 

Jerry Smith 

John Winterfeld 

 

 

WELCOME 
JANE NOVARA 

(from Creal Springs IL) 
Sworn in as the Camp’s  

New Member of the 
Ladies of the Golden Circle 

http://www.scvcamp1962.org/
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  CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ AUGUST 11, 2020 Muster 
The members and friends of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp # 1962, S.C.V., conducted their monthly muster at 6:40 p.m. on  

August 11, 2020 at the Shiloh Assembly of God Church, Shiloh IL; this being the 6th Muster of the year 2020.  

CALL TO ORDER:  Commander John Stanton called the meeting to order.   

WELCOME: Commander Stanton welcomed the Camp’s members, family, and friends.  He thanked Chaplain Mike Biekert for 

generously allowing us to meet at this church.  (We will continue to meet here until further notice.) 
 

INVOCATION: Chaplain Mike Biekert.  

PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS (Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to Confederate Flag): The American Flag was properly 

displayed.  Adjutant Gale Red led everyone in attendance to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States and the 

salute to the Confederate Flag. 

SWEARING IN:  Jane Novara was sworn in as a Lady of the Golden Circle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROCEDURAL BUSINESS:  None.  

ROLL CALL (22) (Adjutant Gale Red).  Please ensure everyone signs the muster roll. 

Those present included: Janice Beasley, Walter Mike & Mary Biekert, Eric Funkhouser, Walter Hall, Alexis Rensing (guest), Doug 

& Betty Lawrence, Jim & Barb Lumma, John & Anita Jane McKee, Andy & Jane Novara, Justin Ottolini, Gale & Sharon Red, Dale 

Rice, John Stanton, Phil Tate, Nick Wilson (guest), and Steve Wilson. 

 

 

GROUP PHOTO 

(L-R) (Row 1) Justin Ottolini, Jane McKee, Steve Wilson, Jim and Barb Lumma, 

Alexis Lakin, Betty Lawrence, Jane Novara, Dale Rice, and John Stanton 

(Row 2) Doug Lawrence, Gale Red, Nick Wilson, Mary and Mike Biekert, 

Eric Funkhouser, John McKee, Andy Novara, and Phil Tate 
Photographer:  Sharon Red 

 

 

   

Jane Novara 
Being sworn in by Adjutant Red 

Jane Novara 
is an official Lady of the Golden Circle 

with Commander Stanton 
and Adjutant Red 

 

Commander Stanton, 
Andy and Jane Novara, 

and Adjutant Red 
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ AUGUST 11, 2020 Muster (cont’d) 
FINANCIAL REPORT:  Adjutant Gale Red reported the financial report of $5,082.48.  He said he will finally get checks deposited this 

week.  The Financial Report was approved by a motion to accept by Steve Wilson and seconded by Jim Lumma with a unanimous all-

hands-agreed vote. 

 

CAMP MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 14, 2020:  Were approved by a motion to accept by John McKee and seconded by Andy Novara 

with a unanimous all-hands-agreed vote. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

RON & ALEXIS LAKIN’S WEDDING, AUGUST 1 (Adjutant Red).  I have talked with Ron Lakin, and he thanks all those who came 

to the[r wedding.  He was so pleased to see so many come. 

 

REMOVING CONFEDERATE MEMORIALS FROM NATIONAL PARKS (Commander Stanton).  We have received a letter 

from Larry McCluney, Commander-in-Chief, SCV.  (Commander Stanton read the letter.) 

• (Adjutant Red)  I will send a copy of the letter to you so that you can write your Senator that this must not pass.  Otherwise, the 

flag, etc., will be outlawed as well as our SCV organization. This is really critical for us to speak up. 

 

LADY JANE McKEE will undergo laser surgery tomorrow.  (Please keep her in your prayers.) 

• (Adjutant Red)  John, please let us know how she does. 

 

ANYONE KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS ILL OR NEEDS HELP?  (Adjutant Red). 

• Greg Krieg – is not doing well. 

• Jack Sandford – has COVID but is doing better. 

• Ham Lemmer – cancer progressing and is on hospice.  

o I will send out their addresses if you want to send them a card. 

 

OLD BUSINESS (Commander Stanton) 

COLLECTION FOR VETERANS HOME IN ANNA IL.  Several weeks ago, we discussed collecting clothing and toiletry items to be 

shared with the men at the Veterans Home.  We got sidetracked with all that has been going on.  We decided at the last meeting to have 

people bring their donations of items and money to the September meeting.   

• (Jim Lumma)  Update:  The Veterans Home has 4 out of 50 with COVID. 

• (Adjutant Red)  Change:  Please bring your donations to the October 13, 2020 meeting. 

 

DUES FOR OUR NEW FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING AUGUST 1, 2020 IS BEING COLLECTED NOW.     

• For SCV members:  Life Member, $20 

• Annual renewing members, $55 

• Knights & Ladies of the Golden Circle, $20 

Please make check payable to:  Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962 

• (Adjutant Red)  Please send so as to be received now as they are overdue.   Thanks to those who have already paid.  Still have 

five who have not renewed.  Has anyone heard from Bill Boyd?  Thank you for getting the dues in. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

CHANGE IN MEETING LOCATION (Adjutant Red).  Last Wednesday, had lunch with Al Wandling, Manager of Fairgrounds and 

member of the camp.  Returned the key.  They are looking to sell it so we will no longer meet there.  Chaplain Biekert gave permission to 

us to use the church but needs $20 for the electric bill.  Motion made by Steve Wilson to donate $20 every month.  Seconded by Andy 

Novara.  Motion passed by a unanimous all-hands-agreed vote. 

• $31.52 was collected -- $20 given to Mike Biekert.  Balance in hold:  $11.52. 

 

ENTERTAINMENT/SING-ALONG by Steve Wilson who played his ukulele and sang with Mike Biekert the songs of Dixie Land, 

The Bonnie Blue Flag, Goober Peas, and The Legend of the Rebel Soldier. 

 

 

 

 

REFRESHMENTS:  Commander John Stanton brought pizza, noodle salad, brownies, bundt cake, 

and beverages.  Thanks, John, for taking such good care of us. 

 

 

John Stanton 

SEND TO:  Adjutant Gale Red 

    5 Hunters Pt 

    O’Fallon IL 62269-3133 
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  CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ AUGUST 11, 2020 Muster (cont’d) 
 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION:  Compatriot Steve Wilson presented a 

powerpoint briefing on his Stover ancestor. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Synopsis of Presentation 
 Steve Wilson’s sons, Drew and Nick Wilson, are Collateral descendants of Major Joshua Stover and Corporal Nathan Stover, both in Company A, 10th Virginia of 

General Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Both were killed in the Battle of Chancellorsville. Steve shared the story of his Stover family as it relates to the Civil War. 
 In January 1863, General Joseph Hooker became the commander for the Army of the Potomac.  With the Union and Confederate Armies still at Fredericksburg, 

Hooker came up with a grand plan to envelope Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia between Chancellorsville and Fredericksburg, and sent most of his army to Lee’s rear to 

concentrate at Chancellorsville.  
 The Battle of Chancellorsville, a Confederate Victory, is known as Lee’s Greatest Battle. The Union had more than twice the number of troops in the campaign. 

There were 134,000 Union and 61,000 Confederate. The total casualties were 30,764. The Union had 17,304 and the Confederacy had 13,460. 

 Lee and Jackson split the Confederate Army up even though they were extremely out-numbered and took the fight into the Wilderness where the Army of Northern 
Virginia had an advantage. Lee kept the Union occupied while Jackson swooped around to flank attack the Union.  Jackson was Lee’s 2nd Corp which the 10th Virginia was 

part of. The Stover brothers were in General Isaac Trimble’s Division, Brigadier General Raleigh Colston’s Brigade and directly commanded by Colonel Edward Tiffin 

Harrison Warren.   
 Steve told about the progress of the battle and troop movement by the Union and Confederate Armies and how the Confederates, outnumbered nearly two to one, 

were able to prevail. He also related how General Jackson, without adequate reconnaissance, is shot by his own men during the night.  

 The Confederates had a big gap which, if the Union could have exploited, but didn’t or weren’t able to, could have led to a loss of the battle. It is believed that 
during the third day of the battle, the Stover Brothers were killed.  By mid-morning, the Confederate Army had won the battle, but not without sacrifice. 

Major Joshua Stover was 39 years old; Grandson of one of the founders of Strasburg; married Mary Jane Crabel, Dec 6th 1853; a farmer as well as a soldier in Strasburg, VA; 

a Veteran of the Mexican War; Commissioned Captain, Co. A, Strasburg Greys, 10th VA Infantry, Stonewall Brigade, Apr 18, 1861; promoted to Major on May 8,1862; 
wounded at 2nd Manassas; led his regiment at the battle of Cedar Run; President Dwight D. Eisenhower is a direct descendant. 

 A book on the Eisenhower genealogy reveals a story told in the family that Joseph Stover, Joshua and Nathan’s father, came to the battle field to get their bodies 
and took them home.  Strasburg, their home, is around 50 miles from Chancellorsville.  Official records say Joshua and Nathan were temporarily buried in the Lacy Cemetery 

on Ellwood Plantation. Is it possible their father went to Lacy Cemetery on the Ellwood Plantation and retrieved Joshua and Nathan? Then let the bodies be exhumed again to 

move to the Confederate Cemetery? We may never really know.  
 A couple of inscriptions left on both on the Stover’s online Find-a-grave memorial walls: 

“Tell it as you may, it can never be told. Sing it as you will, it can never be sung, the Story of the Glory of the men who wore the Gray.” And, “Son of the South, the fight is 

over, it’s time to rest, you did your duty, you did your best. We thank you.” 
 After the program, to the delight of everyone, Steve Wilson (playing his ukulele), Mike Biekert, and Phil Tate sang the songs, “Dixie Land,” “The Legend of the 

Rebel Soldier,” “Goober Peas,” and “The Bonnie Blue Flag.”  

 

 

 

BENEDICTION:     Chaplain Biekert delivered the benediction. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, September 8, 2020, at the Shiloh Assembly of God Church.   

• Presenter:  Adjutant Gale Red.   Presentation:  Hunley Update. 

• Refreshments:  Asst Adjutant John & Lady Jane McKee. 

 
 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

       Gale F. Red 
       Adjutant 
 

 

Steve Wilson 
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                             Why You Should Care About Confederate Soldiers? 
  

U.S. Public Law 810, Approved by 17th Congress 26 February 1929 

(45 Stat 1307 – Currently on the books as 38 U.S. Code, Sec. 2306) 

U.S. Public Law 85-425: Sec. 410 Approved 23 May 1958 

(US Statutes at Large Volume 72, Part 1, Page 133-134) 

U.S. Code Title 38 –Veterans’ Benefits, Part II –General Benefits, Chapter 15 Pension for Non-Service-

Connected Disability or Death or for Service, Definitions: (3…) The term “Civil War veteran” includes a 

person served in the military or naval forces of the Confederate States of American Civil War, and the term “active 

military or naval service” including activities of those forces. 

  

Veterans are equivalent to Union Veterans. U.S. Code Title 38 –Veterans’ Benefits, Part II –General 

Benefits, Chapter Pension for Non-Service-Connected Disability or Death or for Service. Definitions: (3) The term 

“Civil War veteran” includes a person served in the military or naval forces of the Confederate States of America 

Civil War, and the term “active military or naval service” including activities of those forces. 

Confederate Soldiers Are Considered U.S. Veterans Under Federal Law-Truth! 

Confederate soldiers are officially considered American veterans and have the same protections as Union soldiers 

because of an act of Congress called Public Law 810 and other federal laws. 

The Truth: 

It’s true that Union and Confederate soldiers are considered U.S. veterans under federal law, and that they would 

be entitled to the same benefits as Union soldiers today. 

These claims went viral on social media after the Confederate flag was removed from the South Carolina Capitol 

grounds in July 2015. The state legislature voted to remove the flag after a self-described white supremacist 

murdered nine black churchgoers there. 

That inspired posts on social media sites that claimed Confederate and Union veterans were considered equals 

under federal law, and that they are entitled to the same protections and benefits. 

It’s true that a federal law passed in 1958 listed the spouses and children of all Civil War veterans - Confederate 

and Union - as eligible for federal pensions: 

Whenever there is no surviving spouse entitled to pension under section 1532 of this title, the Secretary shall pay 

to the children of each Civil War veteran who met the service requirements of section 1532 of this title a pension 

at the monthly rate of $73.13 for one child, plus $8.13 for each additional child, with the total amount equally 

divided. 

It’s also true that federal law (formerly Public Law 810) makes Confederate soldiers eligible for burial in national 

cemeteries and for taxpayer-funded headstones, just like Union soldiers: 

The Secretary shall furnish, when requested, an appropriate memorial headstone or marker for the purpose of 

commemorating an eligible individual whose remains are unavailable. Such a headstone or marker shall be 

furnished for placement in a national cemetery area reserved for that purpose under section 2403 of this title, a 

veterans’ cemetery owned by a State, or, in the case of a veteran, in a State, local, or private cemetery. 

The last known Civil War veteran died in 1956, and the last known widow of a Civil War veteran died in 2003 at 

age 93. But there were surprisingly two children of Civil War veterans who were still receiving benefits in 2012, 

U.S. News reports: 

 

https://www.truthorfiction.com/confederate-soldiers-are-considered-u-s-veterans-under-federal-law/
https://www.truthorfiction.com/confederate-soldiers-are-considered-u-s-veterans-under-federal-law/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/38/1533
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/38/2306
https://www.truthorfiction.com/confederate-soldiers-are-considered-u-s-veterans-under-federal-law/
https://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/washington-whispers/2012/02/09/us-government-still-pays-two-civil-war-pensions
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  In the 19th and early 20th centuries, only Union soldiers were eligible for military benefits. It wasn’t until the 

1930s that Confederate soldiers began receiving pensions from the federal government. Prior to that, 

Confederate soldiers could apply for benefits through the state they resided in. 

The groundwork for reconciliation, however, was laid decades before Confederate soldiers and family members 

became available for federal benefits. 

President William McKinley cited reconciliation between the North and South in a speech that followed the 

conclusion of the Spanish American War on December 14, 1898. A number of former Confederate officers had 

volunteered for service during the war, which had helped secure U.S. victory, McKinley said: 

… Every soldier’s grave made during our unfortunate Civil War is a tribute to American valor. And while, 

when those graves were made, we differed widely about the future of this government, those differences were 

long ago settled by the arbitrament of arms; and the time has now come, in the evolution of sentiment and 

feeling under the providence of God, when in the spirit of fraternity we should share with you in the care of the 

graves of the Confederate soldiers. 

The cordial feeling now happily existing between the North and South prompts this gracious act, and if it 

needed further justification, it is found in the gallant loyalty to the Union and the flag so conspicuously shown 

in the year just passed by the sons and grandsons of these (Spanish American War veterans). 

What a glorious future awaits us if united, wisely, and bravely we face the new problems now pressing upon us, 

determined to solve them for right and humanity. 

That flag has been planted in two hemispheres, and there it remains the symbol of liberty and law, of peace and 

progress. Who will withdraw from the people over whom it floats its protecting folds? Who will haul it down? 

Answer me, ye men of the South, who is there in Dixie who will haul it down? 

McKinley called for federal recognition of Union and Confederate soldiers because he viewed them all as 

Americans. But the Confederate flag wasn’t a part of McKinley’s reconciliation efforts, and he specifically cites 

the flying of the American flag in the south as reason to move forward with federal recognition of Confederate 

soldiers. 

The Confederate flag didn’t fly widely in the south until the 1940s, the Atlantic reports: 

After the surrender in 1865, Confederate flags were folded and put away. They were most likely to be spotted at 

memorials or cemeteries. Even after the hopeful decade of Reconstruction gave way to the violent repression of 

Redemption, open displays of the flag remained rare. There was no need for a banner to signal defiance; Jim 

Crow reigned unchallenged. 

The flag slowly crept back into public life over the ensuing decades, saluted at veterans’ reunions, promoted by 

the United Daughters of the Confederacy, even carried into battle by units from the South. By the mid-twentieth 

century, the flags were also waved by football fans, and sold to tourists. 

But as a political symbol, the flag was revived when northern Democrats began to press for an end to the 

South’s system of racial oppression. In 1948, the Dixiecrats revolted against President Harry Truman who had 

desegregated the armed forces and supported anti-lynching bills. The movement began in Mississippi in 

February of 1948, with thousands of activists “shouting rebel yells and waving the Confederate flag,” as 

the Associated Press reported at the time. Some actually removed old, mothballed flags from the trunks where 

they had until then been gathering dust. 

So, it’s true that Confederate and Union soldiers are considered equal under federal law, but some critics argue 

that the same isn’t true of the American and Confederate flags. 
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=-GgfAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA77&lpg=PA77&dq=The+illustrious+life+of+William+McKinley,+our+martyred+president:+Anarchy+...&source=bl&ots=sdNcsUWnTe&sig=5xGZ1zmARx6BSEFqzHcrs02XkWA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CDAQ6AEwA2oVChMIw6XV3rDqxgIVUXySCh1WCgEE#v=onepage&q=The%20illustrious%20life%20of%20William%20McKinley%2C%20our%20martyred%20president%3A%20Anarchy%20...&f=false
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                                CAMP DOUGLAS 1864 CONSPIRACY 

 
 

On November 8 1864, a serious plot named as "The Chicago Conspiracy" was devised by Southern 

sympathizers to assault and subsequently free some 8,000 Confederate prisoners of war incarcerated at the 

Union "Camp Douglas" prisoner of war camp in Chicago. Then, following this sudden stroke, they would 

quickly march on Rock Island, Springfield and Alton Union prisoner of war camps also based in the state of 

Illinois where there were a further 16,500 Confederate prisoners of war. Alongside 4,000 Confederate 

sympathizers from the Sons of Liberty organization based in Chicago who would initially liberate them, this 

would create a new Confederate army of approximately 25,000 mainly veteran soldiers. This army would 

then go on to capture Chicago and then attack the rear of the Union armies operating mainly in the South. It 

was planned they would also go on to seize the organized Northern Governments of Ohio, Indiana and 

Illinois and create a Northwestern Confederacy. Currently, many historians are still arguing over whether the 

plot was actually real, feasible or perhaps an elaborate hoax which was unduly exaggerated and exploited so 

that certain Federal Officers would benefit. Whatever, this is the story of this infamous plot.  

 

The Confederate Government had long harbored the creation of a Northwestern Confederacy and initial 

arrangements were already in place, prior to the plot, with a base of operations set up in Canada to achieve 

this. In the spring of 1864, Confederate agents were sent to plan escape attempts and attacks in the North. 

Three Confederate Peace Commissioners namely Jacob Thomas, C.C Clay and J.P Halcomb had already 

been sent by Richmond to Canada. Here they held numerous conferences and meetings with Southern 

sympathizers and organizations particularly Clement Van Landingham of Indiana and Charles Walsh of 

Chicago. With full knowledge of the plot, they oversaw the overall movement and entrusted the whole 

conspiracy to Captain Thomas. H. Hines (who had been second in command of General John Morgan`s 

famous raid North of the Ohio River) and Colonel St. Leger. Grenfell (an Englishman). Both had been sent 

by the Confederate Secret Service and they were to organize and plan the whole military operation. They 

worked both diligently and with great zeal. They were to encourage and recruit with both argument and 

money and particularly invigorate the timorous Sons of Liberty. They also contacted the Knights of the 

Golden Circle. Both these groups were at the forefront of pro southern resistance in Chicago against the 

Lincoln Administration.  

 

Initially, there was to be a draft of volunteers in July 1864 with the Sons of Liberty being armed prior to an 

uprising being fixed for 24 July 1864. This part of the scheme was abandoned when the Union authorities 

heard rumors of a possible breakout. Captain Hines subsequently located himself in Chicago and personally 

became involved in the distribution of funds and the purchase of all the necessary arms required. The date 

finally fixed for the second attempt to liberate the Confederate prisoners was August 29 1864. This date was 

exactly the same as the National Democratic Convention in Chicago and it was envisaged that the presence 

of so many Sons of Liberty and pro-southern sympathizers would not attract adverse comment or suspicion. 

The assault was also to coincide with an attack from the water by a group of Canadian refugees led by 

Captain J. Castleman. However, further suspicions had been aroused and Camp Douglas was reinforced with 

both an additional regiment of Infantry and a battery of Artillery. In addition, the actual organization of the 

proposed assaulting force appeared to lack the necessary courage as only 25 volunteers reported. The plan 

was originally meant to attract 100 men but now 1,000 would be required due to the reinforcements at the 

camp. The assault was again temporarily abandoned.  
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  The next date proposed for the assault on Chicago was November 8th 1864, the day of President Lincoln`s 

second election. All the same and necessary preliminaries were made but no water attack was planned. But this 

time, Chicago was to be burned, flooded and it`s banks raided and pillaged. Specific detachments were 

designated roles in starting fires, opening fire plugs, securing arms and attacking bank facilities. However, by 

this time, the Sons of Liberty and the other supporting Confederate organizations had been infiltrated by the 

United States Secret Service and the plans of Captain Hines were well known to the Federal Authorities. An 

efficient body of detectives was put upon their track and organized by General Sweet, the commandant of 

Camp Douglas. He had invaluable inside intelligence and assistance from a Colonel Langthorne (an ex-

Confederate who had taken the oath of allegiance without the knowledge of the plot`s organizers) and Colonel 

Shanks (a Confederate prisoner turned "Turncoat" inside Camp Douglas) known as "The Texan".  

 

Both Colonels Langthorne and Shanks were appalled by the sinister nature of the new plot as full details 

emerged and Shanks was allowed to escape from Camp Douglas and get into contact with the plot`s leaders 

and let them conceal him. All the time, both faithfully appraised General Sweet of the plans. And, as such, on 

the night of November 6th 1864, numerous simultaneous arrests were made and the majority of the 

conspirators were arrested and taken into custody. Of 106 men arrested, over half were later released. Captain 

Hines was also captured but escaped and travelled to Canada. The others were subsequently tried by the 

Military Commission at Cincinnati for conspiracy. The Englishman Colonel St. Leger. Grenfell was sentenced 

to be hung but this was later commuted to life imprisonment on the Dry Tortugas. He mysteriously disappeared 

some years later but whether he escaped or drowned has never been known. It is worth mentioning that his 

brother was a General in the British Army and repeated attempts to secure his release were made by the British 

Government.  

 

After the exposure of the contemplated conspiracy, rebel agents immediately offered a reward of $1,000 in 

gold for the taking of Colonel Shanks (aka "The Texan") life and he was bitterly persecuted. In 1865, President 

Lincoln learnt of this and rewarded him with a commission as a Captain and he was moved to the plains to 

fight the Indians. He was the only former Confederate prisoner ever commissioned as a Federal Officer. With 

regards General Sweet, commandant of Camp Douglas, he was widely praised by the citizens of Chicago as 

well as the whole Union and was recognized by the Government with a promotion to Brigadier General.  

 

Two overall factors led to the failure of this '. Firstly, General Benjamin J. Sweet, commandant at the camp, 

with only 900 troops to guard 8,000 prisoners, received prior warning and detailed intelligence that a plot was 

afoot and wired for further reinforcements. Another Union Regiment of Infantry and a battery of artillery was 

added to the guard and the increased vigilance destroyed all hope whatsoever of a successful break.  

At the same time, the plotters themselves realized that simply setting the prisoners free would not make an 

army of them. They would need organizing and properly arming. In addition, not enough volunteers could be 

persuaded to become involved in the initial assault. These issues created fatal delays before the eventual arrest 

and incarceration of the majority of the conspirators and the finality of the plot.  

 

Article by Stewart "Goober" Douglas  

 

Notes: The first ever use of the phrase "to hell in a hand basket" recorded in the Oxford English Dictionary 

occurred during an August 1864 Meeting of the Sons of Liberty in Chicago. It is alleged that Judge Buckner 

Morris, a Circuit Court Judge of Illinois and the Sons of Liberty Treasurer who was later arrested said 

"Thousands of our best men were prisoners in Camp Douglas, and if once at liberty would send abolitionists 

"to hell in a hand basket"!  

Sources: Wikipedia, Internet sources, George Levy "To die in Chicago: Confederate Prisoners at Camp 

Douglas 1862-1865" and Dennis Kelly "A History of Camp Douglas, Illinois, Union Prison 1862-1865".  

 
The above article appeared in the ACWS Newsletter, Autumn 2013 
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LADY MARY BETH BIEKERT 

(of Belleville IL) 

Mary was recently examined by 

a St. Louis doctor for an 

on-going condition. 
 

  

 

 

  

LADY ANITA JANE McKEE 

(of Shiloh IL) 

Jane had a laser eye procedure on 

August 12. 

AL WANDLING 

(of Swansea IL) 

Al had gall bladder surgery on 

August 27. 

Get-Well Wishes to the following members. 

We are praying to the Lord to heal them, hoping they feel better, and we’ll see them very soon. 

God bless them with His healing touch! 

(The camp sent get-well cards.) 

GREG KRIEG 

(of Millstadt IL) 

Greg is not doing well. 
 

 

HAM LEMMER 

(of Millstadt IL) 

Ham is suffering from cancer, is 

now on hospice. 

 

 

 

JACK SANDFORD 

(of Brighton IL) 

Jack had COVID-19 and went 

back to work on August 27. 

 

 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 

to Gale & Sharon Red 

(of O’Fallon IL) 
They lost two of their cats on August 27.   

Unknowingly, Mama Kitty (left) had 

kidney disease and her daughter, Callie, 

(right)  had liver failure.  They were both 

put down, and everyone is mourning them 

especially her son, Copper. 
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CAMP CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

               SEPTEMBER   OCTOBER    NOVEMBER 
         2      V-J Day (1945)    12      Columbus Day   1      Daylight Savings Time Ends 
         7      Labor Day    13      6:30 CAMP MEETING               (set clocks back one hour) 

        8      6:30 CAMP MEETING   13      US Navy Birthday (1775)   3       Election Day (VOTE) 
      13      Grandparents Day   31      Halloween    10      6:30 CAMP MEETING 
      18      POW/MIA Recognition Day       10      US Marine Corps Birthday (1775) 
      18      US Air Force Birthday (1947)       11      Veterans Day 
      22     First Day of Autumn         25      Thanksgiving Day 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

      

       
  

 

 

CAMP DIXON LEADERSHIP 

 

Commander   John Douglas Stanton  Cell 618-610-6464 

1st Lt Commander  Matthew James King  Cell 510-213-1972 

2nd Lt Commander  Ronald Joseph Lakin  Cell 618-420-6358 

Advisor to the Commander John Wayne Kicklighter  618-257-9079 

Adjutant   Gale Franklin Red  Cell 618-622-8949 

Asst Adjutant   John Mitchell McKee  618-416-5072 

Chaplain   Walter Michael Biekert  618-972-8190 

Program Chairman  Gale Franklin Red  Cell 618-622-8949 

Sgt of Arms   VACANT 

Door Greeter   VACANT 

 

 

 
2      RICHARD VAUGHT   (England) 

 
18     ANDREW NOVARA (Creal Springs IL) 

 
20           STEVE WILSON (Columbia IL) 
 

25     AARON LEONARD (Flora IL) 

 

 
 

  

 

              SEPTEMBER 
 

 

               6     WALTER HARRIS (Glen Carbon IL) 
 
    7 GORDON HAYES (Granite City IL) 
 
  15 RONALD LAKIN (Freeburg IL) 
 
  16 DWIGHT MOORE (The Villages FL) 
 
   22 MATTHEW KING (Highland IL) 
   
    30  JOHN STANTON (Godfrey IL) 
 

 
 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 


