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ENJOY THE FALL COLORS AND DRIVE TO THE 
CAMP MEETING  -- OCTOBER 13, 2020 – 6: 30 p.m. 

Shiloh Assembly of God Church in Shiloh 
Remember to bring donations for Veterans Home! 

(To protect yourself and others at the meeting, 
please wear a mask or face covering.) 

 

FROM THE COMMANDER 

ATTENTION TO ORDERS:  Greetings to each and all faithful SCV Lt. 

George E. Dixon camp members.  I hope that all is well with our 

membership during this time in our nation’s history and the current 

disease that afflicts many in our communities.  I hope to see you at our 

next meeting.   
 

I was recently struck by the state of Illinois and the decision to remove the 

Stephen Douglas statue from the capitol grounds in Springfield, 

Illinois.  Douglas had inherited a plantation from his wife's family in 

Mississippi and so he must now be also included for defamation and 

removal from public view.  The proposal from our real dictator in chief of 

our state, Mike Madigan, was a sop for the nation's current political 

correctness and does nothing to fix any of this state's corruption and 

problems.  The removal has already begun the questioning of Abraham 

Lincoln's beliefs about negroes and past statements of his that he, too, 

must now be considered for political correctness.  I find this quite amusing 

and fully realize that there is no end to this political 

corrective assassination of all our nation's past and eventually religious 

history.  Pick any individual that you want to, and elevate him as far as 

you so desire, and there will still be major warts and flaws to their 

character.  Some of the heroes of the current corrective movement if fully 

examined will likewise come up short of the left's perfection standards.  In 

the current view of the Marxist pantheon of virtue, there is no realm of 

redemption.  The only remedy they propose is the radical incision to 

remove all views and beliefs of which they deem evil.  The tolerance they 

preach is the tolerance of force and defamation of any who disagree with 

their platform.  Today it is Stephen Douglas.  Tomorrow it will be 

Lincoln.  Soon it will be Washington, Jefferson, Adams, and so 

forth.  Make no mistake; the final target is the Christian faith.    Until we 

meet, GOD Bless. 
 

Confederately, 

 
John Stanton 

 

 

PROGRAM INFORMATION 
 

     PRESENTATION:             Civil War Teamsters & Ancestors 

    PRESENTER:             1st Lt Commander Matt King 

    REFRESHMENTS:            Compatriot Jim & Lady Barb Lumma 
 

 

 CAMP MEETINGS 
Meetings are open to the public and are generally, 
except as announced, held on the second Tuesday 
evening each month at 6:30 p.m. at the: 

Shiloh Assembly of God Church 
4035 Lebanon Avenue 
Shiloh, Illinois 62221 

(Parking available next to the church) 
We try to have an informative program with a 
speaker or film of interest at all meetings.  Anyone 
with a Confederate ancestor or just having an 
interest in Civil War history is invited to attend. 

 

Questions?  Call Gale Red, Cell 618-622-8949 

CAMP MISSION 
The camp accepts its covenanted 
responsibility to maintain and preserve the 
Christian principles held by the Southern 
people that led them to their decision to 
defend the right of constitutional self-
government.  We strive to educate ourselves 
first and then the public to a fuller and more 
complete understanding of the true history of 
the period of the War Between the States.  We 
seek to preserve the memory and honor of the 
noble Confederate soldiers, sailors, public 
servants, and loyal citizens. 

 

CAMP MEMBERSHIP 
Is available to all male (12 years or older) 
descendants of any veteran who served 
honorably in the Confederate military.  Direct 
or collateral kinship to a qualifying veteran or 
civil servant must be documented for full 
membership.  We offer genealogical 
assistance with documentation.  For those who 
have not yet proven their kinship or just have 
an active interest in what we are doing, we offer 
camp membership through our auxiliary, The 
Knights and Ladies of the Golden Circle.  
Applicants must be 12 or older. 

 

 
  

Welcome Incoming Members 
Drew Wilson (Moline IL) 

Amzy Hibler (Missouri City TX) 

 

Farewell Outgoing Member 
Bobby Samuel (Denton TX) 

 

 

SUGGESTED DONATIONS FOR THE VETERANS HOME 

For example, please bring to the October 13 meeting: 
• On-going need of: Norelco (or clone) electric razors, snacks, coffee, soda, 

cologne, flags (U. S., POW, state). 

• Men’s polo shirts (M, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL), cotton slacks (M, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 

4XL), Men’s velcro tennis shoes (9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14), Men’s sandals 

w/velcro straps (Sizes 8-13), Men’s suspenders 

• Monetary donations 

 

 

 
 

  

WE CARE!  PLEASE CALL GALE OR MIKE 

AND KEEP US NEWS-INFORMED … 

if you or a family member is ill, 

has health or family issues, or needs assistance. 

Adjutant Gale Red, Cell 618-622-8949 

Chaplain Mike Biekert, 618-972-8190 

 

 

 
 

  

 

http://www.scvcamp1962.org/
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  CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 Muster 
The members and friends of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp # 1962, S.C.V., conducted their monthly muster 

at 6:40 p.m. on September 8, 2020 at the Shiloh Assembly of God Church, Shiloh IL; this being the 7th Muster 

of the year 2020.  

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Adjutant Gale Red called the meeting to order.   

 

WELCOME: Adjutant Red welcomed the Camp’s members, family, and friends.   

 

INVOCATION: Chaplain Mike Biekert.  

 

PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS (Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to Confederate Flag): The 

American Flag was properly displayed.  1st Lt. Commander Matt King led everyone in attendance to recite the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States and the salute to the Confederate Flag. 

 

SWEARING IN:  None. 

 

ANY MEMBER OR FAMILY MEMBER ILL OR NEEDS HELP?  Adjutant Red requests you advise us 

if you or your family is ill or has health problems. 

• (2nd Lt Commander Ronald Lakin)  Let’s pray for the new SCV commander and SCV leadership. 

 

PROCEDURAL BUSINESS:  None.  

 

ROLL CALL (19) (Adjutant Gale Red).  Please ensure everyone signs the muster roll. 

Those present included: Janice Beasley, Walter Mike Biekert, Eric Funkhouser, Bob Herr, Johnny Kicklighter, 

Matt King, Ronald and Alexis Lakin, Jim & Barb Lumma, John McKee, Andy & Jane Novara, Ralph 

Oelschlager, Gale & Sharon Red, Dale Rice, Phil Tate, and Nick Wilson. 

 

 

GROUP PHOTO 

(L-R) (Row 1) Ralph Oelschlager, Jane Novara, Dale Rice, Jim & Barb Lumma, Janice Beasley, and Alexis Lakin 

(Row 2) Andy Novara, Nick Wilson, Mike Biekert, Matt King, Eric Funkhouser, Ronald Lakin, and Gale Red 

(Row 3) Phil Tate and John McKee 
Photographer:  Sharon Red 
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 Muster (cont’d) 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Adjutant Gale Red reported the financial report of $5,846.48.  He said he has two 

outstanding checks for $51 and $55 that need to come out for the newsletter.  The Financial Report was approved 

by a motion to accept by Andy Novara and seconded by Johnny Kicklighter with a unanimous all-hands-agreed 

vote. 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

UPDATE ON COMPATRIOT AL WANDLING (Adjutant Red).  Al is back in the hospital again with internal 

bleeding.  He is expected to come home today or tomorrow.  (The camp sent another get-well card.)   

 

COMPATRIOT WALTER HARRIS, GLEN CARBON IL (Adjutant Red).  Walter has notified us that his 

wife died August 8.  We had not received previous notification.  (The camp sent a sympathy card.)   

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION TO COMPATRIOT AL WANDLING (Adjutant Red).  In the 

Commander’s absence, I have signed a transmittal letter and certificate to thank him for the three years meeting at 

the fairgrounds.   

 

LADY CHRIS KICKLIGHTER’S ACCIDENT IN MARCH (Compatriot Johnny Kicklighter).  Chris was in 

an accident with a motorcyclist who died.  We hired a private investigator with the conclusion he was doing 57 in 

a 45-speed limit.  If he had been going the limit, Chris would have cleared the area and not hit him.  They 

vindicated Chris of the suspected homicide. 

 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

DONATIONS FOR VETERANS HOME IN ANNA IL (1st Lt. Commander King).  We are still on track for 

members bringing their donations.  Remember, please bring your gifts or cash that we can help make things a bit 

brighter for the residents there.   

• (Adjutant Red)  Jim, please make contact with your contact – see if October is good and let me know. 

 

DONATIONS FOR ELECTRIC BILL FOR CHAPLAIN BIEKERT (Adjutant Red).  Passed the hat and 

collected $21.  Gave $20 to Mike.  Remaining fund:  $1. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

NO ANNUAL ALTON MEMORIAL THIS YEAR (Adjutant Red).  Due to the IL Governor’s COVID-19 

restrictions, we will not be able to have our annual memorial at the North Alton Confederate Cemetery this year.   

• However, on the second Saturday in December, we will commemorate Wreaths Across America and lay 

wreaths at Alton, Smallpox Island, etc. 

 

 

 

REFRESHMENTS:  Asst Adjutant John McKee brought assorted mini sub-

sandwiches, a variety of chips, fruit tray and dip, veggies and dip, and bottled water.  

Thanks, John, for taking such good care of us. 
 

 

John McKee 
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  CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 Muster (cont’d) 
 

PRESENTATION:  At the request of Johnny Kicklighter, Adjutant 

Gale Red presented a powerpoint briefing on the CSS H. L. Hunley. 

 

Synopsis of Presentation 
       Gale Red began with a brief history of submarines beginning about 350 years BC with 

Alexander the Great, then China about 200 BC, and continuing especially in Europe through 

the early 1600s. The technology was fairly slow to advance. By the start of the American 

Revolution against Great Britain, there was a one-man submersible developed to be used 

again the British ships in New York harbor. Finding the British vessels protected by iron-

plated hulls, the Turtle, as it was called, was unable to succeed with sinking any of the British 

ships. 

       Just over eighty years later as the American War Between the States was beginning, The 

Confederates developed low profile semi-submersible vessels called Davids that were used 

against Union vessels in harbors and on rivers. Their effectiveness was limited because they 

could be readily detected and defended against. The Confederate government began issuing 

Letters of Marque to private persons to operate their vessels against Union vessels in return 

for bounties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Both the North and South began the effort to develop and use submersible vessels. Janes McClintock, the youngest riverboat captain on the Mississippi, 

teamed up with Baxter Watson to sell steam engine parts and gauges to the Confederate Navy.  They added bullet-making machines to their sales. By 1862, 

they began trying to develop a submersible. They began with a 3-man hand-powered craft called the Pioneer which was successfully tested in the waters off 

New Orleans. The vessel was swamped by passing barges and sank. When the Federal Navy took New Orleans, they found the Pioneer, raised it and studied 

it. Meanwhile McClintock and Watson took their efforts to Mobile where they went back to work. They tried using an electro-magnetic engine versus hand-

powered propulsion.  Unfortunately, the engine fouled the needed breathing air for the crew and had to be abandoned.  By July of 1863 they were able to 

build a submarine called “the fish torpedo boat” and “the Porpoise.”  The boat was propelled by eight men operating a hand-crank to turn the propeller.  The 

boat underwent trials and was found to be able to make a sustained speed of four miles per hour. Admiral Franklin Buchanan, who was in charge of 

Confederate naval defenses at Mobile, sent the vessel, crew and workers to Charleston by train to be used in defense of Charleston Harbor against the Union 

blockade in early August of 1863.  

        The story of the “CSS HL Hunley,” underwent final improvements and testing in the waters off Charleston Harbor.  Disaster struck twice with two 

accidental sinkings and the loss of thirteen crew men. General Beauregard appointed Lt. George E. Dixon, an Army officer to command the ship for an 

attack on the USS Housatonic laying just two miles off Charleston Harbor as part of the Union blockade.  On February 17th, 1864, the Hunley and crew 

sailed off into history to become the first submarine to successfully sink an enemy ship. Unfortunately, the Hunley and crew were also lost in the attack. 

        Gale detailed the building of the Hunley, its dimensions and features, the make-up of the crew, its attack on the Housatonic, and its sinking. He then 

talked about its discovery in its watery grave almost 150 years at the bottom of the ocean.  He went onto talking about the recovery, and the archaeological 

and forensic finding, as well as briefly showing pictures of the reconstructed images of the crewmen. He finished the presentation by talking about the burial 

of the crewmen in February 2004. A follow-up briefing will be done sometime next year on a more detailed examination of the builders and crew men of 

the Hunley.  The story will continue. 

 

BENEDICTION:     Chaplain Biekert delivered the benediction. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, October 13, 2020, at the Shiloh Assembly of God Church.   

• Presenter:  1st Lt. Commander Matt King.   Presentation:  Civil War Teamsters and His Ancestors. 

• Refreshments:  Compatriot Jim and Lady Barb Lumma. 
 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

       Gale F. Red 
       Adjutant 
 

 

Gale Red 
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Poor Healthcare Killed Stonewall Jackson As Much As The Bullet Did 
by Warfare History Network 

Although Stonewall Jackson’s death was unpreventable, given the state of medicine at the 

time, it is more likely that he died from thromboembolism than from the indirect cause of 

pneumonia. 

Following his greatest victory, at the Battle of Chancellorsville on May 2, 1863, Confederate 

Lt. Gen. Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson was scouting ahead of the lines with members of 

his staff when tragedy struck. In the pitch blackness of the early spring evening, Jackson 

and his men were mistaken for Union cavalry and fired upon by their own side. Jackson 

sustained a severe wound to his upper left arm, necessitating amputation. Upon hearing the 

news, victorious General Robert E. Lee remarked, “He has lost his left arm, but I have lost 

my right.” Lee’s words proved prophetic. Eight days after the amputation, Stonewall 

Jackson was dead. 

Dr. Hunter McGuire, medical director of the Confederate Army II Corps believed that pneumonia was the cause of Jackson’s death, along 

with the general’s other attending physicians. However, modern-day analysis raised the more likely possibility of pulmonary embolism. 

The source of Jackson’s so-called “pleuro-pneumonia,” as McGuire put it, was presumed to be a lung contusion incurred during Jackson’s 

fall from a litter after leaving the battlefield at Chancellorsville. However, from the distance of a few feet at most, the ribs would have 

absorbed most of the force of the fall, protecting the underlying lung. There would also have been external evidence of trauma such as 

bruising in an injury serious enough to result in a lung contusion. Neither McGuire nor the other physicians found any evidence of such 

trauma. 

Pleuro-pneumonia is a medical term that is rarely used today. Pleurisy occurs when inflammation involves the pleura, or outer surface, of 

the lung. Pleuritic chest pain often accompanies pneumonia, thus the term pleuro-pneumonia. Sir William Osler’s 1892 edition of his classic 

textbook, The Principles and Practice of Medicine, states: “Pneumonia is a self-limited disease, and runs its course uninfluenced in any 

way by medicine. It can neither be aborted nor cut short by any means at our command.” Osler went on to say that “the first d istressing 

system is usually pain in the side, which may be relieved by local depletion—by cupping or leeching.” Such treatment was used 

unsuccessfully on Jackson.  

 

DID JACKSON DIE OF PNEUMONIA? 

According to the thinking of the day, Jackson’s clinical presentation fit with pneumonia. His physicians cannot be faulted for their diagnosis 

or treatment, although it should be noted that 19th-century physicians were adept at eliciting the subtle physical signs of pneumonia, such 

as hearing a cracking sound in the lungs with a stethoscope or finding dullness to percussion of the chest. Neither of these classic signs of 

pneumonia was found by any of Jackson’s doctors. 

In terminal pneumonia, the clinical course typically goes from bad to worse. But in Jackson’s illness, there were two distinct, sudden 

episodes of deterioration. These occurred on May 3 and May 6, and both were described as being associated with the onset of acute chest 

pain, shortness of breath, fatigue, and perhaps fever. These symptoms are consistent with pulmonary emboli, which are blood clots traveling 

to the lungs. Among the numerous complications following amputation of an extremity are non-healing of the stump, infection, and 

thromboembolism, or the formation of a blood clot within a large vein. According to McGuire, Jackson’s wound appeared to be healing 

properly and infection did not seem significant.  

It is known today that an amputee is at significant risk for venous thromboembolism and pulmonary embolism. Immobilization of the 

patient following surgery can allow the blood to pool and clot within the veins. More dangerous is the formation of clots in the large veins 

that are tied off during amputation. The tying off of the veins, or ligation, leads to stagnation of blood in the veins, which leads in turn to a 

thrombus, or clot, which can then travel to the lungs and kill the patient. 

Even with today’s advanced technology, it is estimated that as many as half of all pulmonary emboli go undetected by physicians. The 

current treatment and prevention of thromboembolism is accomplished by the use of blood-thinning agents such as Heparin and Lovenox. 

Although Stonewall Jackson’s death was unpreventable, given the state of medicine at the time, it is more likely that he died from 

thromboembolism as a direct consequence of his wound and amputation, than from the indirect cause of pneumonia.  

 

 

 

https://nationalinterest.org/profile/warfare-history-network
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Railroads in the Civil War 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior to the Civil War in this country, railroads were a new and relatively untried invention. However, during the 

rebellion, railroads came of age. They became both strategic resources, as well as military targets, precisely 

because they were strategic resources. During the war, soldiers, material and food were routinely transported by 

rail along with civilians and the raw material necessary to keep the war effort progressing. It was soon realized 

that the railroads would help to make or break the Union in this conflict which was so bloody that the combined 

total of all U.S. losses in all other wars would not equal the losses in that war. 

When the war began, there were approximately nineteen million people living in the United States. Of these, nine 

million were living in the South, of which three and one-half million were in bondage. The South was largely an 

agrarian society dependent on cash crops such as tobacco and cotton and, to a lesser extent, staple crops to feed 

its peoples and armies. Two-thirds of the rail miles and four-fifths of the manufacturing power of the entire nation 

were located in states loyal to the cause of the Union. In all of the states which attempted to leave the Union, there 

was only one plant which could reclaim rail which was bent into what became known as “Sherman’s Bowties.” 

The South was at a distinct disadvantage in men, material, transportation and productive abilities. 

 
 

 

http://www.gatewaynmra.org/2004/railroads-in-the-civil-war/
http://www.gatewaynmra.org/2004/railroads-in-the-civil-war/
http://www.gatewaynmra.org/wp-content/uploads/2004/06/Railroads-in-the-Civil-War.jpg
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  There were more than two hundred railroads in existence at the start of the war. The majority of rail lines were 

found in those states which remained loyal to the national government. Most of these rails were four feet eight 

and one-half inches apart. By contrast, the South had only about one-third the mileage in the North and the 

gauges of the rails varied widely. This meant that the North could transport more troops and material to more 

places with less transfers due to gauge differences than the South. The South immediately realized the potential 

of railroads and used the rails it had to transport troops from one part not under attack to support fellow troops 

in a threatened area. The North was not so quick to learn this lesson. 

An example of this is the First Battle of Bull Run in the summer of 1861. A large and unprepared Union Army 

under the command of General McDowell moved south out of Washington D.C. towards the rail center of 

Manassas astride the tributary known as Bull Run. A smaller and equally unprepared southern force under the 

command of General P.G.T. Beauregard blocked this advance ultimately aimed at Richmond, the Confederate 

capitol. The Northern forces were defeated when Generals Joseph Johnson and Thomas J. (Stonewall) Jackson 

arrived from the Shenandoah Valley with their armies. This concentration of secessionist forces was achieved 

by transporting these troops to the battle by rail. 

The South was to employ this tactic for the rest of the war. The South could not politically afford to abandon 

any territory to the North and was therefore required to spread its limited number of troops to cover the 

numerous approaches to its territory which could be used for an enemy advance. Then when one area was under 

attack, the troops would come, usually by rail, from an area not currently threatened. 

When Ulysses S. Grant was promoted to Lieutenant General and given command of all Union forces, he 

understood the advantage the South had in its interior lines of supply and the part railroads played. As long as 

the North squandered its resources in uncoordinated attacks upon the Confederacy, the rebels would be able to 

transport troops from one area to another in order to halt any Union advance. By applying pressure to all points 

of the South, advances could be made in more than one place and, in those areas where national troops could 

not advance against the secessionists forces because of their numbers, the loyal troops would be able to keep 

the rebels occupied and unable to reinforce other rebel units. As Grant said in his memoirs, those who could 

not skin could help by holding a leg. 

At the beginning of the hostilities, the northern railroads did not contribute as they should have to the Union 

war effort. Most railroad executives were more concerned about the rates for transporting war material and the 

profits they would make due to the high demand for their services than they were for the welfare of the Union. 

For a period of time after the South fired on Fort Sumter, which initiated the war, miles of track ripped up by 

Confederate raiders were left in a state of disrepair and, while boxes of food and ammunition sat on sidings, 

railroad executives haggled with army officers over the cost of transporting the goods. Lincoln’s Secretary of 

War, Simon Cameron, who was a prominent investor in numerous railroads, was forced to resign because of 

his profiteering by manipulation of the rates the War Department would pay for the transportation of its soldiers 

and material. Such corruption in the rail industry prompted the enactment of the Railways and Telegraph Act 

of January 31, 1862. This legislation enabled the President to take possession of railroads and run them as 

required to preserve public safety. The War Department would supervise any railroads taken over by the 

government. This act was the precedent for the United States Railway Administration of World War I and 

government influence on railroads in World War II. 

Few northern railroads were seized under the act but those that were seized were organized into the United 

States Military Railroad (U.S.M.R.R.). The railroads, faced with this tough legislation, immediately fell in line 

to aid in the Union war effort for fear of being seized. Profiteering and corruption immediately fell off and 

trains began to move in an expedient way. Southern railroads, however, were routinely impressed into the 

service of the national government whenever Southern territory was taken by Union troops. For a short time, 

during the invasion by the Army of Northern Virginia into Pennsylvania, some Northern railroads were seized 

to adequately and efficiently deal with the threat posed by General Lee. 

 
 

http://www.gatewaynmra.org/2004/railroads-in-the-civil-war/
http://www.gatewaynmra.org/2004/railroads-in-the-civil-war/
http://www.gatewaynmra.org/2004/railroads-in-the-civil-war/
http://www.gatewaynmra.org/2004/railroads-in-the-civil-war/
http://www.gatewaynmra.org/2004/railroads-in-the-civil-war/
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In order to deal with rebel attacks on Union rail lines, the North set up garrisons along rail lines to guard depots 

and bridges. In addition, large stockpiles of railroad materials were gathered in certain areas to be rushed to a 

damaged area so that repairs could quickly and efficiently be completed. The national government went so far as 

to have pre-fabricated bridges made of wood in these stockpiles. General Herman Haupt, the Union’s brilliant 

and innovative chief of construction and transportation, is the one who initiated the stockpiling of pre-fabricated 

parts. In addition, he used ferries to transport loaded rail cars to Aquia Creek and his successor did the same thing 

at City Point so as to reduce the time normally associated with loading rail cars transporting them to the wharf, 

unloading the cars and then loading the barges for transfer to the next port where the process was reversed. At 

the same time that railroads were recognized as benefits to the war effort, the military leaders also recognized 

them as great targets for destruction. General Nathan Bedford Forrest successful destroyed General Ulysses S. 

Grant’s supply line, the Mississippi and Tennessee Railroad, South of Memphis when he first attempted to take 

Vicksburg. General Grant, lacking the necessary supplies, retreated to Memphis and, in order to feed his troops, 

ordered them to forage off of the land. When Generals Grant and Sherman again attacked Vicksburg the following 

year, they destroyed all five railroads which serviced both Jackson, Mississippi and Vicksburg. This prevented 

the easy transportation of troops and supplies by the rebels to the scene of the battle. By the time the troops and 

supplies arrived in the vicinity of Vicksburg, Grant’s troops were too strongly entrenched and anchored to be 

dislodged from the stranglehold they had on the city. 

After the Battle of Chickamauga, when the tables were turned and Union troops were besieged in Chattanooga, 

Grant used the railroads’ help to reinforce and supply his beleaguered troops who were half starved. This quick 

action by the railroads saved the Union garrison, allowed Grant to launch his brilliant battle to lift the siege and 

prepare the springboard from which General Sherman would undertake his March to the Sea. General Sherman 

trained ten thousand troops in railroad repair before he left the vicinity of Chattanooga to begin his attack on 

Atlanta. He understood that his lines of supply would be under attack by local guerrillas and possibly organized 

Confederate units. Then, when he began the famous March to the Sea, his troops were so adept at repair of the 

tracks that the rail lines would often be in service within a day or two if not the same day. 

When General Sherman cut loose of his supply line after the fall of Atlanta and continued the march to Savannah 

these same troops turned their abilities to the destruction of the railroads. The troops would pile up all of the ties 

from a stretch of track and place on top of these piles the rails taken from the same stretch of track. The pyre 

would then be set aflame and the rails would soon begin to glow red at the centers. The troops would then pick a 

rail up off the fire and take it to the nearest tree to bend the rail around the tree and, for added difficulty, twist the 

rail. They did all of this knowing the South had only one plant which could undo the destruction they had done 

to the rails. These actions crippled the ability of the South to react to Sherman’s trek through the Georgia 

countryside and state capitol, as well as tax the ability of the South’s shrinking industrial base to produce new 

rail and repair the old. General Sherman employed these same tactics when he left Savannah for his march through 

the Carolinas. 

When General Grant began the siege of Richmond and Petersburg, two cities close to each other, he set up an 

enormous rail depot at City Point from which he provisioned his army. Without the miles of track, engines and 

rolling stock, Grant would have had to supply his troops with numerous wagons, pulled teams of horses managed 

by teamsters, which would have required more forage for the horses and more food for the teamsters. It is possible 

that General Grant may not have been able to continue his hold on the cities of Richmond and Petersburg if the 

railroads had not been built to carry supplies from the harbor at City Point to his troops at the front. 

As this article demonstrates, the railroads were a new strategic weapon which enabled the North to defeat the 

South and thus preserve the Union and put an end to slavery. Without the railroads’ contribution to the war effort, 

the conflict would have been much different and cost many more lives than the devastating war actually took. 
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AL WANDLING 

(of Swansea IL) 

Al had gall bladder surgery on 

August 27 but developed 

complications and required 

two more surgeries to stop 

internal bleeding and remove 

his spleen.  He is healing slowly 

and needs your prayers.  

(The camp sent another get-

well card.) 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS & BEST WISHES TO 

KNIGHT RALPH OELSCHLAGER 

AND HIS WIFE, PENNY 

(of Belleville IL) 

33rd WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

OCTOBER 31 

We hope they are blessed with good health 

and many more happy years of marriage. 

 

(The camp will send a congratulatory card.) 
 

 

  

J. C. GIDEON 

(of Belleville IL) 

J. C. (and JoAnn, his wife) 

have not been attending the 

meetings because they are 

not well.  JoAnn is just now 

feeling better after 3 months 

ill.  Please keep them in your 

prayers. 

(The camp sent a get-well 

card to them.) 
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CAMP CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

               OCTOBER          NOVEMBER     DECEMBER 
       12      Columbus Day                  1      Daylight Savings Time Ends    7       Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
       13      6:30 CAMP MEETING                           (set clocks back one hour)    8       6:30 CAMP MEETING 
       13     US Navy Birthday (1775)                 3       Election Day (VOTE)   12       WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 

       13     US National Guard Birthday (1636)            10      6:30 CAMP MEETING                  21       First Day of Winter 

        31     Halloween                10      US Marine Corps Birthday (1775) 25       Christmas Day    
                        11      Veterans Day   31       New Year’s Eve 

             25      Thanksgiving Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

      

       
  

 

 

CAMP DIXON LEADERSHIP 

 

Commander   John Douglas Stanton  Cell 618-610-6464 

1st Lt Commander  Matthew James King  Cell 510-213-1972 

2nd Lt Commander  Ronald Joseph Lakin  Cell 618-420-6358 

Advisor to the Commander John Wayne Kicklighter  618-257-9079 

Adjutant   Gale Franklin Red  Cell 618-622-8949 

Asst Adjutant   John Mitchell McKee  618-416-5072 

Chaplain   Walter Michael Biekert  618-972-8190 

Program Chairman  Gale Franklin Red  Cell 618-622-8949 

Sgt of Arms   VACANT 

Door Greeter   VACANT 

 

 

 
2      RICHARD VAUGHT   (England) 

 
18     ANDREW NOVARA (Creal Springs IL) 

 
20           STEVE WILSON (Columbia IL) 
 

25     AARON LEONARD (Flora IL) 

 

 
 

  

 

                OCTOBER 
 

 

               1     JOHN LOPER (Seabrook TX) 
 
   2 GREG KRIEG (Millstadt IL) 
 
 10  ANITA JANE McKEE (Shiloh IL) 
 
 12  DALE RICE (Bethalto IL) 
 
 20  AL WANDLING (Swansea IL) 
 
  25  BETTY LAWRENCE (Keyesport IL) 
 
  30  CRAIG COWAN (Chester IL) 
   
  31  PHILIP LEONARD (Effingham IL) 
 

 
 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 

Have a 

Very 

Happy, 

Healthy 

Birthday 


