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MAY 12 CAMP MEETING CANCELLED 
 

MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND GUESTS 
We pray to God to help you cope with new levels of stress and anxiety.   

Don’t hesitate to reach out to your fellow members for support. 
Please continue to stay safe and well at home. 

 

FROM THE ADJUTANT 

 
     Greetings, camp members and friends of the Lt. George E. Dixon 
Camp #1962. These past two months certainly have been an epic 
period for our nation, and the world for that matter. There have been 
extensive inconveniences and economic disasters for our economy 
and the welfare of so many.  To make things so much worse has been 
the extraordinarily high loss of life around the world and for our 
country. We know the forced layoffs for members in the camp have 
caused critical financial concerns and challenges.  We hope this 
period of challenges will very soon come to an end and we manage to 
return to some semblance of normalcy. 
 
     Our normal everyday activities and ability to meet with each other 
has been curtailed for the past six weeks.  It looks like we will definitely 
not be able to have our May meeting, and we have no good indication 
of when we will be able to gather in the near future.  Furthermore, our 
Memorial Day Observances for Mound City and Jefferson Barracks 
have been put on indefinite hold.  Hang in there, and stay in touch. 
Don’t give up hope; we will let you know as soon as we know anything 
for certain. 
 
     Something that you definitely don’t want to put on hold is your 
observance of Mother’s Day on Sunday, May 10th.  Be sure you let 
your mothers and your wives and sweethearts know that you love 
them and treasure their parts in your lives. 
 
     Beyond that, we just urge you all to use good judgement, stay safe 
and well, and remember to pray for our nation, those who are already 
sick, and those on the frontlines of this battle against this terrible 
invisible enemy.   May God be with us all. 

 

Confederately, 
 

Gale Red 
 

 

NO MEETINGS WILL BE HELD UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

Please stay at home, practice social distancing, and 

wear a face covering when outside to stop infection 

of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic. 

God bless you all. 
 

 

 CAMP MEETINGS 
Meetings are open to the public and are generally 
held on the second Tuesday evening each month at 
6:30 p.m. at the: 

Belle-Clair Fairgrounds 
Exposition Center 

200 South Belt East 
Belleville, Illinois 

(Parking/Entrance on East Side of Building) 
We try to have an informative program with a 
speaker or film of interest at all meetings.  Anyone 
with a Confederate ancestor or just having an 
interest in Civil War history is invited to attend. 

Questions?  Call Gale Red, Cell 618-622-8949 

33993 

CAMP MISSION 
The camp accepts its covenanted 
responsibility to maintain and preserve the 
Christian principles held by the Southern 
people that led them to their decision to 
defend the right of constitutional self-
government.  We strive to educate ourselves 
first and then the public to a fuller and more 
complete understanding of the history of the 
period of the War Between the States.  We 
seek to preserve the memory and honor of the 
noble Confederate soldiers, sailors, public 
servants, and loyal citizens. 

 

CAMP MEMBERSHIP 
Is available to all male descendants of any 
veteran who served honorably in the 
Confederate military or as a civil servant.  
Direct or collateral kinship to a qualifying 
veteran or civil servant must be documented 
for full membership.  We offer genealogical 
assistance with documentation.  For those who 
have not yet proven their kinship or just have 
an active interest in what we are doing, we offer 
camp membership through our auxiliary, The 
Knights and Ladies of the Golden Circle.  
Applicants must be 12 or older. 

 

 

 

A 

Special Thank You 

To Our 

Camp Dixon  

Veterans 

MOTHER, STEP-MOTHER, GRANDMOTHER, 

GREAT-GRANDMOTHER, GOD-MOTHER, 

WIFE, SWEETHEART 

Happy Mother’s Day (May 10) 

http://www.scvcamp1962.org/
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MEMORIAL DAY TRIBUTE TO OUR 
CAMP DIXON 
VETERANS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JEFF BARNES 
MIKE BIEKERT 

JAMES FULTON 
ERIC FUNKHOUSER 

DAVID HAAKE 
WALTER HALL 

GORDON HAYES 
JOHNNY KICKLIGHTER 

MATT KING 
CHARLES LEE 
BOB MARLEY 

JOHN MASSEY 
MARK MORGAN 
DWIGHT MOORE 

GALE RED 
JACK SANDFORD 

DAVE SCHMITT 
JOHN STANTON 

PHIL TATE 
ARTHUR TULAK 
AL WANDLING 

 

Words cannot properly express our gratitude and appreciation for your service to our country.  
We are honored and blessed to be associated with such fine gentlemen. 

We thank you and the many veterans in the War Between the States, all past and present wars, 
and all who are serving today in the United States Armed Forces.   

 

We respect and salute you! 
 

God bless. 
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A CONFEDERATE SOLDIER'S PRAYER 
 

Author Unknown 

(Attributed to a battle weary C.S.A soldier near the end of the war) 

 

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve; 

I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey. 

I asked for health, that I might do greater things; 

I was given infirmity, that I might do better things. 

I asked for riches, that I might be happy; 

I was given poverty, that I might be wise. 

I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men; 

I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God. 

I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life; 

I was given life, that I might enjoy all things. 

I got nothing that I asked for, but everything I hoped for. 

Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered. 

I am among all men most richly blessed. 

 

 

 

Generals Lee and Jackson praying “in tears” 
New Giclee Canvas.  From the original painting that Mort Kunstler painted of Generals Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson at 
Fredericksburg, Va.  

 
In Mort Kunstler’s continuing search for new painting ideas, he always looked for exciting dramatic moments, and events that have 
never been portrayed before.  When he read Lee's biography by Douglas Southall Freeman and came across a description of Lee and 
Jackson at a religious revival during the winter of 1862 - 1863, he felt he had a chance to combine both of these elements. 
 
On an estate called "Belvoir," just south of Fredericksburg, Lee and Jackson attended one of those prayer meetings. They were said to 
have been sitting side by side, on a log, "moved to tears one Sunday by the affecting eloquence with which Reverend B.T. Lacy 
described the homes from which the army had been drawn. To show both of them in such a poignant moment was, Mr. Kunstler felt, 
an opportunity for a memorable painting. There were always children at the winter camps and he decided this was also an opportunity 
to paint his grandson, Tommy, alongside the two great ones.       
 
Lee was wearing his uniform of that period, with a standup collar and his three stars with no wreath. Jackson was wearing a new 
uniform given to him by J.E.B. Stuart. It had a buff white collar and cuffs and sleeve gilt. He was wearing the butternut cap with 152271 
trim that was given to him in December 1862. 
 
It is well known that both men were religious. This portrayal of two of the Civil War's most notable heroes, is in sharp contrast to the 
fighting men usually portrayed on canvas. He hoped this will add to the overall breadth of the images of them that he had been 
painting for the last ten years. 
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  You Don’t Have to be a Catholic to Appreciate the Power of the Rosary 
By Sharon Red 

(Since I can no longer attend Mass in person at St. Nicholas Catholic Church, I listened to the First Friday Mass on May 1, 2020, to continue an important novena, and am 
sharing what I heard with you.  Don’t you think this is an excellent time to pray for hope, healing, and many things especially the end of the Coronavirus? 

Please read on to see I f you agree that you really don’t have to be a Catholic to appreciate the power of the rosary. 

Homily of Bishop Robert Baker, on the ETWN network 
Bishop Baker gave a beautiful homily.  Here are some highlights of what he said.  Today is the celebration of the reconsecration of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
as the source of protection and strength and as our mother of the church.  It is scheduled for today in LA.  What is important today is our intersession to 
Mary to combat the spread of the Coronavirus.  It is documented that praying the rosary changed the course of history back in 1541.  The stakes in our 
own efforts today … leads us to have recourse to say the rosary in this month of May.  We all have stories of praying the rosary and the same goes for my 
family in the 1950’s in my home.  There were block celebrations of saying the rosary in those days, and Catholics got together to say the rosary in their 
own homes.  Wouldn’t it be nice if we resurrected that practice today?  It’s been my experience as a bishop for over 20 years that devotion to the Blessed 
Mother brings many, many blessings to a diocese.  I would like to tell you a story of the power of the rosary told by Sister Mary Sheila O’Neal, a teacher 
and principal in Canada in the 1950’s.  She was a very busy person with much responsibility but had an occasion to answer the door to a salesman.  He 
wanted her to sign some paperwork and when reaching for a pen, his rosary fell out.  She asked if he was a Catholic and he said no but that he was never 
without his rosary and told her his reason.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was May 1940.  He had joined the Air Force in late September and was in training in Halifax, Nova Scotia, preparing with others to be sent overseas.  The 
men were grouped in squadrons with each 6-10 planes and 30-50 men in a squadron.  They were told they were going overseas and would see action at 
once.  They would work in nightly missions over enemy territory until the war was over.  Squadron Leader was Stan Fulton and he said they were going to 
spend some dangerous hours together, and did something different by staying in their bunkhouse instead of staying in the officers’ quarters, which 
surprised them and made them like him at once.  That first night, he knelt on the floor and prayed the rosary in silence.  Everyone was taken back.  He said, 
with his friendly smile, I hope you don’t mind my saying a little prayer before we go on our mission because we’re going to need those prayers in the future.  
So, Fulton impressed the group in their maneuver practices the next day that three of the men joined him in praying the rosary.  The rest did not understand 
but kept a respectful silence and a few nights later joined in with the Hail Mary’s and Our Father’s.  On June 1, 1940, they were scheduled for night raids 
from England over Germany, and the evening before Fulton gave them each a rosary.  We’re going to be in some tight situations.  If you’ll agree to say the 
rosary and keep the rosary with you throughout your life and say it, I can promise you that Our Lady will bring you all back safe to Canada.  Sure thing, they 
told him and for four years these men faced fire all around them.  And, at times, Fulton’s voice would ring through each plane, “Hail Mary, Hail Mary.”  
Hundreds of rosaries must have been said.  After two years, it was noted that theirs was the only squadron that had not lost a plane or a single life.  They 
said nothing but they knew why.  Finally, the war was over.  The men did survive and returned to Canada in 1945 convinced the Lady had taken care of 
them.  So, this man telling the story never forgot to keep his rosary and praying it everyday even though he was not a Catholic.  When he changed his 
trousers, the first thing he would do was transfer his rosary even before his wallet.  So, you don’t have to be a Catholic to appreciate the power of the 
rosary.  You see, praying to Mary with the rosary helps us with our priorities.  We learn to put the Lord first before things and so many other benefits come 
from praying the rosary as well.  Just remember, the rosary with the Holy Eucharist is a means to an intimate encounter to Jesus Christ, and that’s the goal 
of Mary and all devotions.  Please pray the rosary daily to end the Coronavirus. 
 

I, Sharon Red, can attest to the power of the rosary because when Gale and I were driving home after 
honeymooning in Branson MO in January 1999, we were in danger of having an accident.  We passed many roll-
overs and burn-outs – people that had no doubt been hurt or killed – and their lives changed forever.  While Gale 
was driving this longer than usual distance (and he drove superbly), I was praying many a rosary that we would 
reach home safe and sound.  And we did.  Now, we know more so than ever in the power of prayer.  We pray all 
the time for his cancer remission and now the quick end of the Coronavirus. 
 

PRAYER TO OUR LADY & MOTHER OF JOYFUL HOPE 
To you, Our Lady of Joyful Hope, we entrust the priests, deacons, seminarians, religious men and women, laity, and all people of the world, in their joys and their sorrows, 
their triumphs and their defeats, their successes and their failures.  As Mother of Christ and Mother of the Church, you are also mother to all who call upon you in their need.  
You are the Mother of all races and all people.  Help our universal human family and all our families to draw closer together; help our youth to find meaning, purpose, and 
direction in life; help our frail elderly to know you are with them; help our sick (especially those with the Coronavirus), the poor, abandoned, addicted, and unborn to be 
rescued by your love for them reaching out through us.  Lead us all closer to your Son, our Lord, our Savior, and our God, who is present with us in the most Holy Eucharist.  
Through our prayers to you, Mother of Joyful Hope, especially the prayer of the rosary, help us to become people of hope and of joy, radiating God’s love for us always, in 
your Son, Jesus Christ.  In His powerful name and with your special intersession, we pray.  Amen. 
My brothers and sisters, with joyful hope, let us pray to God that he who graciously listened to the prayers and supplications of His beloved Son will now be pleased to look 
upon us in our present needs. 

- For the shepherds of our souls especially the bishops of the United States and Canada, who today renew and make a consecration of their nations to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, that they may have the strength to govern wisely the flock entrusted to them by the Good Shepherd. 

- For God in his mercy to grant us through the intersession of the Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, a swift end of the Coronavirus Pandemic.   
- For intentions of all who turn to EWTN for their spiritual and temporal needs in these challenging times, especially those with serious matters of health, finances, 

and tragic family losses, that the graces from this holy Mass, may bring them consolation and divine assistance.   
- or the healthcare professionals and our civil and religious leaders who are exhausted, that the Lord give them renewed strength, protection from the Coronavirus, 

and angelic assistance.   
- For the many who have lost jobs and are worried about meeting their needs in the future that they may experience God’s loving providence through the intersession 

of St. Joseph. 
- That St. Joseph, patron of the dying, may obtain abundant graces for those who are dying from this pandemic and for the blessed repose of the souls of the many 

who have died.   
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Cairo (Illinois)  

During the Civil War 

The Civil War brought many changes in the countryside of the United States, most notably are the cities, and towns that are now 

infamous, or famous for the battles that were fought at these locations. Unfortunately, there are other cities that played a major role in 

their involvement in the Civil War and are barely mentioned or never mentioned at all, one of these cities is Cairo, Illinois.  

Most of the written material on the Civil War deals with the major battles, campaigns and the officers that have gain notoriety in their 

profession, both for the north and the south. What has been lacking, and the goal of this attempt, is to bring information to the table 

about the logistics behind the line that kept the war movement moving forward. Cairo, Illinois is one of these stories that have been 

overlooked. The 42nd Wisconsin was stationed there from September 1864 to June 1865 as well as other regiments had before them.  

Cairo is located at the southernmost tip of Illinois, at the convergence of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. This peninsula was first 

visited by Father Louis Hennepin, the French explorers and missionary priest in March of 1660. He and his party stayed but for a short 

time before continuing their journey along the Mississippi. His observation of the river in this area was, "…the banks of the river are 

so muddy and so full of rushes and reeds, that we had much to do to find a place to go ashore." In 1699 another French-Canadian priest, 

Father Jean Francois de St. Cosme had visited the site for one night during the month of December. His find of this spot unremarkable 

and continued on his journey down river. The site of Cairo was once again passed by exploration of Father Francois Regis in 1700.  

Another visit was made by Sieur Charles Juchereau de St. Denis a couple of years later. He and a party of about thirty of his countrymen, 

built a fort and tannery a few miles north from the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. Within a year the party had killed 

and skinned thirteen thousand buffalo and had stored the skins for shipment back to France. The local Cherokees of the area watched 

the Frenchmen collect their stores of skins and furs, waited for the convenient occasion and with united forces and an attack upon the 

men of the settlement killing almost all of the men and seizing the whole valuable collection of furs.  

In wasn’t until sometime between 1835 and 1840 before the City of Cairo really came into its own, being established officially in 1855. 

Construction in the area included the formation of levees, a dry dock, a shipyard, sawmills, an iron works, a warehouse and residential 

cottages. By the end of 1840 the population of Cairo was at 2,000. Cairo struggled as a river town until the Illinois Central Railroad 

link opened up commercial traffic to Chicago. In 1859, Cairo shipped six million pounds of cotton and wool northward, and seven 

thousand barrels of molasses and fifteen thousand hogsheads of sugar. In 1861 the population of Cairo was 2,200, of that number, 55 

were Negro. Then came the Civil War.  

Cairo was one of the most important pieces of real estate in the country, during the fall and winter of 1861-62, both the Union and 

Confederacy realized its strategic importance.  

Records show that many people never expected an invasion of Cairo. In fact, Illinois State Senator Lyman Trumbull wrote to a friend, 

stating he never believed Cairo would be attacked, but that Governor Yates was "omitting no preparation to be ready in case an attempt 

was to be made." He specified that there were plenty of men and materiel at Cairo, and more nearby ready to be moved at a moment's 

notice. He reported that on May 10, 1861 Yates had shipped 2,700 men with 15 pieces of field artillery, plus six-pounders and one 

twelve-pounder to Cairo from Springfield.  

Much to his credit, Governor Yates had already ordered a contingent of soldiers and artillery to Cairo, soon after Fort Sumter 

surrendered. By June of 1861, 12,000 Union soldiers were in and around Cairo, Villa Ridge and Bird's Point, across the Mississippi 

River. The latter piece of real estate, named after Adam Bird, a founder of Cairo, was important because any artillery placed there 

would command the Cairo waterfront. Trumbull also pointed out that another 38,000 men were within a 24-hour ride.  

 

This picture was taken looking east across 

the Ohio River. 

 

National Historical Society Photo 

http://www.angelfire.com/wi/wisconsin42nd/cairo.html
http://www.angelfire.com/wi/wisconsin42nd/cairo.html
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In order to further strengthen Cairo as a military camp and as a naval base, the energetic Governor Yates managed to round up 7,000 

new guns, 6,000 rifled muskets, 500 rifles and 14 batteries of artillery, in the autumn of 1861, which were shipped to the city and 

installed in record time. These additions made Cairo a formidable installation indeed. Cairo became an enormous military camp with 

a huge parade ground and clusters of barracks on all sides. Countless dress parades were witnessed by hordes of reporters from the 

roof of the St. Charles Hotel. Military protocol became the order of the day for the entire city; it was to become the fabric of its 

citizens' lives for the next couple of years.  

Located at the tip of a peninsula, Cairo was surrounded by water on two sides; therefore, a levee, some 15 feet high, was built around 

the city. Because the land was flat and low, it became extremely muddy during heavy rains or swollen-river stages, in spite of the 

levee, which made it a virtual mud pond. It must be remembered that during that time, paved roads were a rarity in Illinois, as they 

were throughout the Midwest.  

The only year-around access to Cairo was by the Illinois Central Railroad, which entered over a causeway across a morass of swamp 

to the north of the city. Once within city limits, the road split and ran in a loop along the levee, around Camp Defiance and up the 

western shore to rejoin the junction again. Over this railroad came many divisions of soldiers and equipment that were destined to go 

downriver to split the Confederacy by capturing the fortifications in Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi and finally clear 

down to the Gulf of Mexico. Also, over these tracks came such luminaries as generals Grant, McLernand, Buell, Halleck, McMillan 

and, from time to time, top members of Lincoln's cabinet.  

General Fremont also established a naval base on the Ohio River side of Cairo. It consisted mainly of the floating wharfboats of 

Graham & Halliday Company and Given, Haynes & Company. The wharfboats were simply flatboat hulls covered with shed-like 

structures. (The Western Navy Headquarters was located in the Graham & Halliday craft, within which held forth Captain A.M. 

Pennock, U.S.N., who was appointed commandant of the station.) It was here the gunboats from Carondelet and Mound City were 

fitted out with crews and ordnance.  

 

The street parallel to the levee, under which were moored the wharf-boats, was called Ohio Street, and along it were the 

Quartermaster's office and warehouse, Post and District Headquarters and the Ohio Building, in which General Grant had his quarters 

while in Cairo. Also on Ohio Street was the famed, magnificent, five-storied St. Charles Hotel, the focus for not only reporters and 

visiting dignitaries, but for many important social functions for Cairo's elite citizenry.  

 

 

Cairo, Illinois 

 

From the Photographic History of the Civil War 

Ohio St., Cairo, Illinois 

 

From the Photographic History of the Civil War 

http://www.angelfire.com/wi/wisconsin42nd/cairo.html
http://www.angelfire.com/wi/wisconsin42nd/cairo.html
http://www.angelfire.com/wi/wisconsin42nd/cairo.html
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West of Ohio Street, along Halliday Street, a throng of saloons and bawdy houses served the military personnel until they were closed 

down by General John A. McLernand on October 11, 1861. Further west was Commercial Avenue which contained such old and 

established firms as Koehler's Gunshop, a drug store, the city's post office, the popular Atheneum Theater, plus a blacksmith and a 

harness shop. A block south of this site was the huge parade grounds.  

Cairo quickly gained the attention of the entire country, drawing many reporters to observe the military build-up. The New York Times 

referred to Cairo as 'the Gibraltar of the West, along with a heavy chain of torpedoes stretched across the Mississippi." However, there 

is no evidence that such a chain existed and, if it did, it would have been a menace to all navigation and not only to the military.  

England's famous novelist Anthony Trollope visited wartime Cairo in 1862, and wrote a dismal report on the city. He complained that 

"the inhabitants seemed to revel in dirt"... “the sheds of soldiers”… “bad, comfortless, damp and cold." He also crabbed about the hotel 

accommodations there, especially the bathroom facilities.  

There are few recorded exceptions where incoming troops took a liking to Cairo. Most of these troop had an immediate dislike for their 

station, and in short time this dislike would grow into revulsion. Cairo’s climate was humid, disease carrying mosquitoes and  rats were 

everywhere and the tenderloin operators cheated and even robbed many of the soldiers. What really made things worse for the stationed 

soldiers were the periodic flooding of the town. Even its levee defenses could not hold back the rising rivers and massive flooding. 

These floods decimated the town turning its unpaved streets and the troop’s bivouacs into a sea of mud. As one Wisconsin volunteer 

wrote, " I have witness hog pens that are palaces compared with our situation here." The only benefit to the abominable living conditions 

at Cairo was it encouraged Soldiers to train hard for an invasion of the South. As one private reported, "nothing would suit them better!" 

Scattered around Cairo were a variety of installations for the citizenry, as well as the military, including stables, a hospital and a 

wheelwright shop. A fort was constructed at the apex of the heart-shaped city that consisted of a flat-topped mound upon which were 

placed three 24-pound cannons and an 8-inch mortar. Contemporary drawings also reveal a command house and a ship's mast for the 

colors. This facility was first named 'Fort Prentiss, after the Union officer Benjamin Mayberry Prentiss, who had served honorably in 

the Mexican War. The name was later changed to "Fort Defiance" until the fort was dismantled after the war was over. Today the site 

is named Fort Defiance State Park.  

Life at Camp Defiance was rigid but not intolerable. A regulation poster informed the troops that, after 8:00 PM., there would be no 

"loud singing, no cheering or firing arms.' Soldiers were urged to attend Sabbath services "in an orderly and Christian-like manner." 

Apparently, food was no problem. There were plenty of G. I. provisions, and locally grown fruit was plentiful. One soldier wrote to his 

wife that peaches were for sale every day in camp and that he had spent most of his money buying the' fruit. He also wisely predicted a 

big battle soon to come in Kentucky. The powerful installations at Cairo appeared to be more than enough to repel any marauding 

Confederate force from downriver. As an extra precaution against a force coming down the Ohio, two more batteries were placed along 

the levee to the north. Even more batteries were placed to the north on the Mississippi side, lest any threat come from that direction. 

With Cairo in strong Union hands, the Mississippi was made secure from its confluence with the Ohio to the north. In 1861, among 

Kentucky, Tennessee and Missouri, only Kentucky was a declared "neutral' and the truth of its neutrality seemed a variable. When 

President Lincoln called upon the governors of these states for troops, on April 15, all refused to mobilize men for the Union. It was as 

if they were sitting on a political fence, marking time and waiting to see what direction even were taking. Meantime, Kentucky's 

Governor Magoffin, who later grudgingly declared his state neutral due to popular demand, declined to object when General Johnston 

established Rebel fortifications on Kentucky soil. These forts would soon be challenged not only by the thousands of troops assembling 

in Cairo, but by the flotilla of Yankee ironclad gunboats.  

With the exception of regiments like the 42nd Wisconsin, whose war time station was at Cairo, and whose job was to keep the peace, 

regulate the movement of troops and supplies, hunt down deserters, and transfer prisoners north to Chicago, most troops stationed for a 

short time in Cairo and were en route to the South to fight in the war. Most of these troops stationed at Cairo were from Illinois and a 

few were from the neighboring states of Wisconsin, Indiana, Iowa, and Ohio.  
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Wearing of the Gray 

 
The fearful struggles ended now and peace smiles on our land, 

And though we've yielded we have proved ourselves a faithful band. 

We fought them long, we fought them well, we fought them night & day, 

And bravely struggled for our rights while wearing of the gray. 

 

And now that we have ceased to fight and pledged our sacred word, 

That we against the Union's might no more will draw the sword, 

We feel despite the sneers of those who never smelt the fray, 

That we've a manly, honest right to wearing of the gray. 

 

 

Our Cause is lost the more we fight against overwhelming power, 

How weary are our limbs and drenched with many a battle shower. 

We feign to rest for want of strength in yielding up the day, 

And lower the flag so proudly born while wearing of the gray. 

 

 

Defeat is not dishonor, no, of honor not bereft, 

We thank our God that in our hearts this priceless boon was left. 

And though we weep ‘tis for those braves who stood in proud array. 

Beneath our flag and nobly died while wearing of the gray. 

 

 

When in the ranks of War we stood and faced the deadly hail, 

Our simple suits of gray composed our only coats of mail. 

And of those awful hours that marked the bloody battle day. 

In memory we'll still be seen a’wearing of the gray. 

 

 

Oh! should we reach that glorious place where waits a sparklin' crown, 

For everyone who for the right his soldier life lay down. 

God grant to us the privilege upon that happy day, 

Of claspin' hands with those who fell while wearing of the gray. 
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News From Around the Camp 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO A SPECIAL, LOVING COUPLE 

COMPATRIOT JIM & MRS. BARB LUMMA 

(of Jerseyville IL) 

On Your 

60th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

May 5 

 

We wish you a very happy and memorable anniversary day 

full of many blessings of good health, wealth, and happiness. 

 

 (The camp sent a congratulatory card.) 

   

 

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary 
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CAMP CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

 

 
 

                  MAY                 JUNE     JULY 
                  5      Cinco de Mayo         9      6:30 CAMP MEETING   4      Independence Day 
                10      Mother’s Day       14      Flag Day                  14      6:30 CAMP MEETING 
              12      6:30 CAMP MEETING      20      First Day of Summer 
               16      Armed Forces Day       21      Father’s Day 
               23      MEMORIAL DAY 
                         10:00 SCV Memorial (Jefferson Barracks) 
               30     10:00 SCV Memorial (Mound City IL) 
               31      Gov. Pritzker—End of IL Home Order 
 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

      

       
  

 

 

CAMP DIXON LEADERSHIP 

 

Commander   John Douglas Stanton  Cell 618-610-6464 

1st Lt Commander  Matthew James King  Cell 510-213-1972 

2nd Lt Commander  Ronald Joseph Lakin  Cell 618-420-6358 

Advisor to the Commander John Wayne Kicklighter  618-257-9079 

Adjutant   Gale Franklin Red  Cell 618-622-8949 

Asst Adjutant   John Mitchell McKee  618-416-5072 

Chaplain   Walter Michael Biekert  618-972-8190 

Sgt of Arms   David Francis Schmitt  Cell 618-334-6148 

Program Chairman  Gale Franklin Red  Cell 618-622-8949 

Door Greeter   Lady Susan Harris  Cell 618-550-8784 

 

 

 
2      RICHARD VAUGHT   (England) 

 
18     ANDREW NOVARA (Creal Springs IL) 

 
20           STEVE WILSON (Columbia IL) 
 

25     AARON LEONARD (Flora IL) 

 

 
 

  

 

   MAY 

 
               3     JOHNNY KICKLIGHTER (Belleville IL) 

 
    5 JOHN KICKLIGHTER (Smithton IL) 
 
  18 CONNER COWAN (Chester IL) 
 
   23 GREG CARTER (Carbondale IL) 
 
   

 

 
 

 

 


