Deo adjuvanti non timindin (With God’s help, we need not fear)
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[Grab your reader’s attention with a great quote from the document or use this space to
* **

YES, WE WILL MEET AGAIN

***

JULY 14, 2020 CAMP MEETING, 6:30 p.m.

SAME LOCATION: Shiloh Assembly of God Church
4035 Lebanon Avenue, Shiloh IL 62221
To protect yourself and others at the meeting,
please wear a mask or face covering.

CAMP MEETINGS
Meetings are open to the public and are generally,
except as announced, held on the second Tuesday
evening each month at 6:30 p.m. at the:
Belle-Clair Fairgrounds
Exposition Center
200 South Belt East
Belleville, Illinois
(Parking/Entrance on East Side of Building)
We try to have an informative program with a
speaker or film of interest at all meetings. Anyone
with a Confederate ancestor or just having an
interest in Civil War history is invited to attend.

PROGRAM INFORMATION
PRESENTATION:
Family History ~ Coat of Arms
PRESENTER:
Compatriot Eric Funkhouser
REFRESHMENTS:
Compatriot Johnny Kicklighter

CAMP MISSION
The camp accepts its covenanted
responsibility to maintain and preserve the
Christian principles held by the Southern
people that led them to their decision to
defend the right of constitutional selfgovernment. We strive to educate ourselves
first and then the public to a fuller and more
complete understanding of the true history of
the period of the War Between the States. We
seek to preserve the memory and honor of the
noble Confederate soldiers, sailors, public
servants, and loyal citizens.

CAMP MEMBERSHIP
Is available to all male (12 years or older)
descendants of any veteran who served
honorably in the Confederate military. Direct
or collateral kinship to a qualifying veteran or
civil servant must be documented for full
membership.
We offer genealogical
assistance with documentation. For those who
have not yet proven their kinship or just have
an active interest in what we are doing, we offer
camp membership through our auxiliary, The
Knights and Ladies of the Golden Circle.
Applicants must be 12 or older.

Questions? Call Gale Red, Cell 618-622-8949
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FROM THE COMMANDER
ATTENTION TO ORDERS: It was really great to see such a
turnout for our first meeting together since this virus from the CCP
hit our shores. How could anyone not be elated to see Phil Tate's
smiling face? Ha! Seriously, it was good to gather once again and
I hope to see you all in attendance for our July meeting which will
be once again held at our Chaplain's church. He has graciously
allowed us to meet at his church. He finally has good news of his
search for a Confederate ancestor. He’s actually legitimate. A lot
has transpired in our nation just since our last get-together and I
pray God's peace upon this divided land. I hope that you and your
families are well and safe during this health crisis and if any are
sick or in need, please contact any of the officers of your camp in
order to inform us of such. Seeing Steve Wilson's sons in
attendance at our June encampment was a delight and we hope that
a favorable impression of our camp was imprinted upon them
both. We hope to see them again at further events. It has been a
severe distress for all Americans during this pandemic, and the
SCV is no different than any other group. With limitations placed
upon us and to small business as well, it continues to be a struggle
to be purposeful in your membership. Remember that our dues are
here once again and can be paid at this month's meeting or by
mail. The officers of your camp would like you to continue with
your devotion to your duty as a member of the SCV and remain
current with your membership. I hope to see all at our next July
meeting. Until then, God Bless.
Confederately,

John Stanton

ANNUAL DUES (August 1, 2020 – July 31, 2021)
DUE by July 15, 2020
SCV Members $50 (includes $30 for National and $20 for the Camp)
Life Members $20 (for the Camp)
Knights & Ladies $20 (for the Camp)

Please make check payable to: Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962
Pay at July 14 meeting or mail to: Adjutant Gale Red
5 Hunters Pt
O’Fallon IL 62269-3133

If not renewing, inform Gale Red, Cell 618-622-8949
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BIRTHDAY,
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ JUNE 9, 2020 Muster
The members and friends of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp # 1962, S.C.V., conducted their monthly muster
at 6:35 p.m. on June 9, 2020 at the Shiloh Assembly of God Church, Shiloh IL; this being the 4 th Muster of
the year 2020.
CALL TO ORDER: Commander John Stanton called the meeting to order.
COMMANDER’S WELCOME: Commander Stanton welcomed the Camp’s members, family, and friends.
MUSICIAL PRELUDE (AMAZING GRACE): Played/led by Compatriot Steve Wilson. Joining him were
his oldest son (Drew Wilson), and Chaplain Mike Biekert. (photo below)

INVOCATION: Chaplain Mike Biekert.
- Many thanks to Chaplain Biekert for letting us meet here. We will continue to meet here until further
notice.
PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS (Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to Confederate Flag): The
American Flag was properly displayed. 2nd Lt Commander Ron Lakin led everyone in attendance to recite the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States and the salute to the Confederate Flag.
SWEARING IN: None.
PROCEDURAL BUSINESS: None.
ROLL CALL (20) (Adjutant Gale Red). Please ensure everyone signs the muster roll.
Those present included: Janice Beasley, Walter Mike Biekert, Eric Funkhouser, J. C. Gideon, Matt King,
Ronald Lakin & Alexis Rensing (guest), Jim & Barb Lumma, John & Anita Jane McKee, Justin Ottolini, Gale
& Sharon Red, Dale Rice, John Stanton, Phil Tate, Drew Wilson (guest), Nick Wilson (guest), and Steve
Wilson.
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ JUNE 9, 2020 Muster (cont’d)

GROUP PHOTO
(L-R) (1st Row) Gale Red, Drew Wilson, Matt King, Alexis Rensing, Ron Lakin, Jim & Barb Lumma,
Janice Beasley with R. Lee, Dale Rice, and Eric Funkhouser
(2nd Row) Justin Ottolini, Mike Biekert, Jane McKee, and Phil Tate
(Back Row) Nick Wilson, Steve Wilson, John Stanton, and John McKee
Photographer: Sharon Red

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: N/A.
FINANCIAL REPORT: Adjutant Gale Red reported the financial report of $5,285.48. He said it costs $1.10 for each newsletter.
Just received bill for web site domain of $191.76 from Johnny. The Financial Report was approved by a motion to accept by Steve
Wilson and seconded by John McKee with a unanimous all-hands-agreed vote.
COMMUNICATIONS (Adjutant Red)
REPORT ON COMPATRIOT ARTHUR TULAK. Received a greeting from Arthur in Hawaii who says he’s alive, well, and
still working hard with his research and with the MOS&B.
REPORT ON COMPATRIOT DWIGHT MOORE. Have also heard from Dwight who is enjoying chasing and wrestling with
alligators on the golf course in Florida. He and Nona are doing great.
OLD BUSINESS (Commander Stanton)
VETERAN CLOTHING COLLECTION MENTIONED BY COMPATRIOT J. C. GIDEON. Several months ago, we
discussed collecting clothing and toiletry items to be shared with the men at the Veterans Home in Anna IL. We got sidetracked
with all that has been going on. We really need to get this back on track and do it. Let’s talk about it now.
• (Jim Lumma) Will take down when truckload of stuff is ready. Closed still due to the virus. Need polo shirts, fishing
equipment, socks, underwear, and cash. Please accumulate and bring stuff for September 8 meeting.
NEW BUSINESS (Commander Stanton)
ANNUAL DUES (August 1, 2020-July 31, 2021). Is being collected now.
• For SCV members:
Life Member, $20
Annual renewing members, $50
Knights & Ladies of the Golden Circle, $20
Please make check payable to: Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962
SEND TO: Adjutant Gale Red
5 Hunters Pt
O’Fallon IL 62269-3133
Please send to arrive NLT July 15, 2020. Thanks. (They are pushing for dues to arrive in two weeks)
• (Steve Wilson) Life member? (Gale Red) Dues for life is $500 for an old guy like yourself.
KNOW OF ANYONE IN THE CAMP WHO IS SICK? (Adjutant Red) If you are aware, please let me know. Ham Lemmer
may go into Hospice soon.
MOVIE BEING MADE AT BOB EVERSGERD’S FORT, JUNE 20, 2020 (COMMANDER STANTON). Arrive at 0800 –
Confederate soldiers in uniform. Gale will get specifics and send an email with Bob’s phone so you can tell him you’re coming.
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ JUNE 9, 2020 Muster (cont’d)
REFRESHMENTS: Mike Biekert brought pull pork (sandwiches),
chips, cake, and beverages. Thanks for taking such good care of us.

PRESENTATION: Adjutant Gale Red presented a very passionate
power point briefing on “Sam Davis, a Confederate Hero.”

Synopsis
Of more than 2.5 million soldiers and sailors who fought in the American War Between the States, over 620,000 of them gave their lives,
both on and off the battlefields, for a cause they believed in. The majority of these men faced death on a daily basis. Whether it was fighting
the diseases that ran rampant through the camps or prisons or charging into the mouths of a canon. Valor and bravery were in no short supply.
Many of these acts of heroism went unnoticed and were indeed unsung.
The United States Congress first authorized the Medal of Honor in 1862 for U.S. Federal forces. During the War Between the States, the
medal was most commonly awarded to a soldier who captured the enemy’s flag. During the War, a Confederate Medal of Honor never became
a reality. Dis agreements well as financial difficulties precluded it from coming to fruition. However, a select few would take their place
among the most privileged of roll calls to be named a recipient of the Confederate Medal of Honor.
On July 1, 1896, General Stephen Dill Lee, one of the few remaining senior Officers of the Confederate Army spoke to a group of sons of
Confederate veterans who had gathered at Richmond to form a group to preserve the memory and valor of the Confederate soldier. He told
the group that it was their duty to present the true history of the South to future generations. This group, chartered as the Sons of Confederate
Veterans was committed to that charge. In 1977, Private Samuel Davis of Coleman’s Scouts, became the first to be posthumously presented
the Confederate Medal of Honor. Since then, many others have been presented and those whose valor went far beyond the call of duty have
finally been properly recognized.
So, who was this Private Sam Davis, and what did he do to become a legend of the Confederacy? Well, Sam Davis was born Oct. 6, 1842. His family was middle class
farmers in Middle Tennessee who did pretty well for themselves. While still young, Sam’s family moved to Smyrna, Tennessee where he grew up to become one of the most
promising young men in Rutherford County. His parents saw to his education and at age 18 left the family farm to attend the Western Military Institute in Nashville.
Sam excelled in college and was remembered by his classmates as responsible and trustworthy. Two of his favorite instructors at the Institute were Bushrod Johnson and E.
Kirby Smith, both of whom would go on to achieve recognition as Generals in the Confederate Army. Once Fort Sumter was fired and the war was on, all the students were
sent home with most signing up to protect the Tennessee against an invading force of the Union Army.
Sam’s unit was the 1st Tennessee Infantry Company I. The unit was shipped to Virginia to serve in the opening campaigns of the war. Sam served under Generals Robert E.
Lee and Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. When word came that the Union was threatening to invade Tennessee, Sam’s unit was sent to Corinth, Miss. where they served in the
battle of Shiloh. He proved himself to be able soldier respected by his superiors. After General Braxton Bragg assumed command of the Army of Tennessee, Davis was selected
to an elite unit for a special project of gathering intelligence information behind enemy lines. That unit became known as “Coleman’s Scouts.
Being a small unit of 40 to 45 volunteers who served under Capt. Henry Shaw, one of Davis’ former instructors at the Institute. Shaw assumed the name of E. Coleman, a
name by which he was known as he led his group of scouts who worked inside of enemy lines to gather needed information to be used in fighting the Union Army in Tennessee
and Northern Alabama. In the Winter of 1863, Davis went by his family’s home at Smyrna to visit with his parents before heading out to gather important information. Usually
he wore his Confederate uniform while behind enemy lines so as not to be called a spy. He had on his person maps and information about the unit’s recent operations when he
was captured by a Union Cavalry unit and taken as a POW to Pulaski. Once there, General Dodge decided to interrogate Davis himself to try to learn the identity of E. Coleman
and where to find him. Despite Dodge’s intimidation and threats, Davis refused to cooperate. General Dodge determined to have Davis tried by a drumhead court as a spy and
to be hanged if he would not divulge the information. Despite the pleas of many Union soldiers to save himself and be freed, Davis continued to remain defiant even after Capt.
Henry Shaw, alias E. Coleman, had been captured and place in the same cell with Davis. All Davis had to do to save himself would have been to reveal that Shaw was the man
they were looking for and was already in their custody. Davis was tried, convicted, and hanged as a spy. Davis exemplified the best of character and loyalty of a Southern
soldier. He was admired by many in the Union Army, including General Dodge himself. Davis’ family sent a friend to claim his body to take it home for burial on the family
farm. Davis was recognized as a hero of the Confederacy.
Finally, in 1977, long after his death and the end of the conflict, Private Sam Davis was recognized as the true hero he was. He was posthumously awarded the very first
Confederate Medal of Honor. He set the bar of honor high and is a true legend as a courageous soldier of the Confederate States of America.

BENEDICTION: Chaplain Biekert delivered the benediction.
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, July 14, 2020, at the Shiloh Assembly of God Church. Presenter: Compatriot Eric
Funkhouser. Presentation: Family History/Coat of Arms. Refreshments: Compatriot Johnny Kicklighter.
Respectfully submitted,

Gale F. Red
Adjutant
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FLAG-FOLDING OF OLD GLORY
(Reference Fox & Friends ~ Celebration of Flag Day, June 14, 2020,
with Kari Lawson, a member of the Saratoga National Cemetery Honor Guard Association,
Schuylerville NY)
Treating the U. S. Flag with respect goes in part of what the flag means. The flag is the symbol of our country, and the country is what
the veterans fought for so many years going back to the Revolutionary War. Treating it properly is just tradition, honor, and respect.
(This flag day certainly is an important one as the nation is so divided ~ maybe this will give us some purpose.)
The flag-folding ceremony represents the same religious principles on which our country was originally founded. The portion of the
flag denoting honor is the canton of blue containing the stars representing the states of our veterans served in uniform. In the Armed
Forces of the United States at the ceremony of retreat, the flag is lowered, folded in a triangle fold, and kept under watch throughout
the night as a tribute to our nation’s honored dead.

The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life.
The second fold is a symbol of our belief in eternal life.
The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veteran departing our ranks.
The fourth fold exemplifies our weaker nature as citizens trusting in God to whom we turn for divine guidance.
The fifth fold is a tribute to our country.
The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie.
It is with our hearts that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.
The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is they who protect our country against all enemies.
The eighth fold is tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death.
The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood, for it is through them that our character as men and women has been formed.
The tenth fold is a tribute to father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the defense of our country.
The eleventh fold, in the eyes of Hebrew citizens, represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon.
The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity.
At the thirteenth and final fold, the flag is completely folded and the stars are upper most
reminding us of our national motto, “In God we trust.”
When the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked cap ever reminding us of the soldiers
who served under General George Washington and the sailors and Marines who served under Captain John Paul Jones who were
followed by their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States preserving for us the rights, privileges, and
freedoms we enjoy today.

(God bless Kari Lawson and the members of the Saratoga National Cemetery Honor Guard Association,
for reminding us of our first principles and maintaining our traditions in this great country. Very well done.)
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A Confederate Spy in Canada:
The Story of St. Alban's Raid and Alabama's Clement Claiborne Clay, Jr.
(Contributed photo/State of Alabama)

Clement Claiborne Clay, Jr.
It was one of the most daring – and some say crazy – events of the Civil War. In 1864, a small band of Confederate soldiers launched a surprise
attacks on St. Albans, Vermont. The attack, which included robbing and burning the small town, was the northernmost Confederate land action during
the Civil War, occurring hundreds of miles away from the war's other battles.
The raid was led by Lt. Bennett Young, a 21-year-old from Kentucky. The group of 23 men – known as the 5th Company Confederate States of
America Retributors – came through Canada to attack the small town located about 15 miles inside the U.S. border. Several citizens were wounded
and one was killed during the attack and a handful of raiders were captured.
Young got away and ended up in Europe after the war. He studied law and, after being pardoned in 1868,
returned to Kentucky where he died in 1919, his name forever linked with the footnote in Civil War history.
But there's another man – this one from Huntsville – that played a major role in the St. Albans Raid and, on a larger scale, the Confederate efforts
to launch spy operations from Canada.
Clement Claiborne Clay Jr.
Clement Claiborne Clay Jr. was born in 1816 in Huntsville to former Alabama Governor Clement Comer Clay. According to the Encyclopedia of
Alabama, he went on to the University of Alabama and University of Virginia School of Law before being elected to the Alabama legislature. He was
later elected to the U.S. Senate where he became embroiled in the controversy surrounding states' rights, even proposing the radical notion of
reopening the African slave trade. Clay joined the rest of his southern colleagues in walking out of Congress which the South seceded from in January
1861. He went on to serve in the Confederate Congress. His photo was even on versions of the Confederate $1 bill.
It was after his bid for reelection failed – he wasn't able to carry pro-Union Madison County – that Confederate President Jefferson Davis tapped
him for a post as commissioner to Canada. The job wasn't just diplomatic; Clay was also charged with launching a series of efforts to undermine the
Union from Canada through a network of spies.
"First, he embarked on a secret, unsuccessful, mission to secure Democrats in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois as Confederate allies in the run-up to
the fall presidential election," the Encyclopedia of Alabama noted. "He also helped plan a failed attempt to unite representatives of the northern peace
faction with Canadian forces to free and arm Confederate prisoners in Camp Douglas, a Confederate prison camp in Chicago."
None of the plans worked.
St. Albans
It was around this time that Clay directed Young to launch the Oct. 19, 1864 attacks on St. Albans. After it was conducted, Clay had to retain
defense attorneys to help those raiders who were captured and there was even a possibility he himself would be arrested and tried for violating
Canada's neutrality laws.
Clay wasn't arrested, and, with the South losing the war, he made his way through the Northern blockade to join his wife at the home of a family
friend in Macon, Ga.
Lincoln's assassination
Clay originally hoped to join other Confederates who fled to Mexico, but President Abraham Lincoln's assassination on April 14, 1865 put an end
to those plans. Clay had been an outspoken critic of Lincoln and was implicated in the plot to kill the president. A $50,000 reward was placed on his
head and he surrendered to Union authorities with the hopes that would convince them of his innocence. It didn't, and he spent the next year at Fortress
Monroe in Hampton, Virginia in a cell next to President Davis. Clay was released April 18, 1866. In poor health and financially ruined, Clay returned to
Huntsville where he practiced law and farmed. He died Jan. 3, 1882 and is buried in Huntsville's Maple Hill Cemetery.
The 157th anniversary of the raid for which Clay is best remembered is being celebrated this year. The St. Albans Commemorative Committee is
planning a celebration Sept. 18-21, complete with a period reenactment of the event

6

Confederate Heroes Have Their Own Medal of Honor
By DAVID DISHNEAU (April 26, 2014)

Confederate Medal of Honor
as shown in a photograph taken in
2010 at the
Sons of Confederate Veterans
National Convention

HANCOCK, Md. (AP) — The Medal of Honor, created by Congress during the
Civil War as America's highest military decoration for valor, was never meant for
Americans who fought for the South. They were the enemy, after all.
But there's a Confederate Medal of Honor, little known yet highly prized, that the
Sons of Confederate Veterans bestows on those whose bravery in battle can be proven
to the private group's satisfaction.
The silver-and-bronze medal is a 10-pointed star bearing the Great Seal of the
Confederate States and the words, "Honor. Duty. Valor. Devotion."
It has been awarded 50 times since 1977, most recently to Maj. James Breathed, a
native Virginian buried in Hancock. He was honored last year for his bravery as an
artillery officer in the 1864 Battle of Spotsylvania Courthouse in Virginia.
The number of recipients is tiny compared to the 3,487 on the U.S. Medal of Honor
roll, including more than 1,500 who fought for the Union in the War Between the States.
Members of the Sons of Confederate Veterans say their medal is given less freely than
those the Union awarded during the war.
"The SCV created their own Confederate Medal of Honor simply because there were
some incredible acts of valor that had received little or no recognition during and after
the war," said Ben Sewell III, executive director of the 29,000-member group, based in
Columbia, Tenn.
The medal has Civil War-era origins. Confederate President Jefferson Davis signed
a law in 1862 authorizing medals for courage on the battlefield, but none was issued.
The U.S. Army Center of Military History says Gen. Robert E. Lee refused to award
individual citations for valor, mentioning noteworthy performance in his dispatches
instead.
The Confederate Medal of Honor recipients are largely low-to-middle-ranking
figures. Perhaps best-known is Lt. Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest of Tennessee, who
tormented Union commanders with lightning raids, reportedly had black Union soldiers
executed after their surrender at Fort Pillow, Tenn., and was for a time a post-war
member of the Ku Klux Klan.

The first medal recipient was Pvt. Samuel Davis of Smyrna, Tenn. Davis was captured by Union troops and hanged as a spy
in 1863 at age 21. His statue graces the grounds of the state capitol in Nashville, along with those of presidents Andrew Jackson
and Andrew Johnson. Other recipients include the eight crew members of the Confederate submarine H.L. Hunley who perished
in 1864 while attacking the federal war sloop USS Housatonic near Charleston, S.C.
Military historian Gregg Clemmer researched Confederate medal recipients for his 1996 book, "Valor in Gray." He cites Sgt.
Richard Kirkland of South Carolina, honored for actions in the 1862 Battle of Fredericksburg, Va. Kirkland, moved by the cries of
dying Union soldiers, reportedly brought them water on the battlefield during a firefight — an account doubted by some historians.
"People don't know these stories," Clemmer said. "They need to know these stories."
Not everyone wants to hear them. Hancock Town Councilman Sinclair Hamilton was
dismayed by a procession of Confederate re-enactors down Main Street to Breathed's grave last
October. He says honoring Confederates is tantamount to endorsing slavery.
"He was a traitor and dishonored the United States with his rebellion," Hamilton said. "He
is not a hero, should not be honored and should be a forgotten footnote in history."
Breathed's medal was awarded through the efforts of a great-great-nephew, David Bridges,
51, a retired Presbyterian minister and SCV member from Richmond, Va. He said it's wrong to
stereotype individual Confederates as fighting to retain slavery.
"Someone should want to know about James Breathed because he was an extraordinary
Confederate Medal of Honor Recipient
character," Bridges said.
James Breathed
Breathed's citation describes his disregard for his safety in keeping a cannon from falling
(his grave in Hancock, Md)
into enemy hands even as two horses were shot out from under him in battle.
The Congressional Medal of Honor Society, representing U.S. medal winners, brushed off questions about Confederate medals.
"We don't really know about this program," said Carol Cepregi, deputy director of operations. "They're certainly free to do
whatever their little hearts desire, as long as they're calling it the Confederate Medal of Honor and not our Medal of Honor."
U.S. medal recipient Thomas G. Kelley, a retired Navy captain from Somerville, Mass., says the Confederate program helps
fill a void in the history of brave and noble Americans. Kelley, honored in 1970 for valor in Vietnam, participated in a 1993
Confederate medal ceremony honoring Pvt. Benjamin Welch Owens, a Marylander who fought for the South.
Despite having a great-grandfather from the Union who died in a Confederate prison, Kelley feels no animosity toward
Confederates.
"These men were doing what we all did when we served our county or our cause — looking out for your fellow soldier and
trying to bring him home safely," Kelley said.

7

From April 1861 to April 1865, the slaveholding states of the Confederacy fought for independence from the Union that President Abraham
Lincoln was determined to preserve. Both sides had expected to win the war quickly. But the Union began to gain the upper hand only in July
1863 with its victory at Gettysburg, the largest battle ever fought in North America. Following is a look at Gettysburg, according to Mr. Davis:
The ten months following Second Manassas were not good ones for the Union in the east. Lee’s invasion of Maryland was turned back at Antietam
by a timorous McClellan who might have destroyed him had he the courage. But then at Fredericksburg in December, Lee delivered a costly defeat
on the Rappahannock, and the following May, at nearby Chancellorsville, he made a shambles of several army corps, though at the cost of the loss of
Stonewall Jackson. Out in the west, the war went better, with control of the Mississippi gradually falling to the North. Still, all eyes were on the Army
of the Potomac and the Army of Northern Virginia. And all asked the same question. Could Lee ever be beaten? One man asking the question was
General George G. Meade. He was placed in command of the Army of the Potomac at a crucial moment. On June 27, 1863. It was crucial because
Lee was invading the North again, trying to take the war to the enemy and relieve the pressure on Virginia. He swept through Maryland and into
Pennsylvania, stealing a march on the Federals and leaving them racing to catch up with him and at the same time kept themselves between Lee and
Washington. The pressure had been too much for Joseph Hooker, the discredited commander so badly beaten at Chancellorsville. He resigned without
warning, and Lincoln gave the command to Meade without even consulting hi. No commander ever faced a greater challenge. Four days after
assuming command, Meade would be fighting the greatest battle in the history of the hemisphere.
Lee was driving toward the Susquehanna River and Pennsylvania’s capital at Harrisburg. Meade had to prevent that, and drove hard to catch up to
the Rebels. As fortune would have it, most of the major roads leading from several points in northern Maryland and central Pennsylvania converged
at the modest crossroads town of Gettysburg, 30 miles southeast of Harrisburg. Meade was approaching from the south, just as Lee, trying to
concentrate his scattered columns, had elements of his I and III Corps moving toward the town. Neither general planned anything to take place there.
Indeed, Meade expected that the coming battle would take place several miles distant, near a place called Pipe Creek. But on the morning of July 1,
advance elements of General A. P. Hill’s III Corps Rebels bumped into pickets from a Yankee cavalry brigade. With alarming rapidity, the skirmish
mushroomed into a major battle.
Both Lee and Meade realized that Gettysburg was a strategic crossroads and needed to be held. Each general, though many miles distant, began to
rush troops toward the growing engagement. The first day, the advantage lay almost entirely with the Confederates. The Yankees were badly
outnumbered and tried only to fight a holding action until more help arrived. General John Reynolds strove bravely to maintain a defensive line, but
then a marksman’s bullet cut him down. Command devolved upon his next in line. General Abner Doubleday, the same man who fired the first
Yankee shot at Fort Sumter. He was soon superseded by another senior general as fresh troops arrived, but by 3:30 p.m. it looked black for them.
Flanked on both sides by Hill’s Confederates, with some of Richard Ewell’s II Corps veterans now present, the Yankees were finally pushed back into
the streets of Gettysburg itself, and beyond, taking up at last line of defense on Cemetery Hill, just south of the town. There, they dug in, and there
they stayed. They also found General Winfield Scott Hancock there, who now assumed command until Meade could arrive.
The rest of that day and all through the night more units arrived to bolster each army. Lee reached the field that afternoon, and Meade just before
dawn on July 2. Looking at the ground, the Federals made the best use of the advantage of position. A long, low elevation, Cemetery Ridge, extended
southward from Cemetery Hill, and at the southern end sat a tall wooded knob, Little Round Top. More good ground curved eastward away from
Cemetery Hill to Culp’s Hill. Meade placed his units along this line, forming the shape of an upside-down fishhook, and decided to stay on the
defensive. It was a wise choice.
Lee had studied almost all through the night, talking to his commanders, to decide what to do. He had to attack wile Meade’s army was incomplete,
that much he knew. He finally decided to strike at both ends of the Yankee line simultaneously, with Ewell making a supporting assault on Culp’s
Hill while Longstreet made the main attack at the opposite end of the Federal position, not far from Little Round Top.
At first, events seemed to favor Lee. One of Meade’s subordinates, General Daniel Sickles, disobeyed his orders and put his III Corps, Meade’s
left flank, considerably in advance of the line chosen. When Longstreet struck these foolishly exposed troops, he almost destroyed Sickles’ corps in
an area called the Wheatfield. The battered remnant fell back to the proper line, with the Confederates swinging around and making for Little Round
Top. If they took it and put cannon on its crest, they could shell the entire Union line on Cemetery Ridge and force Meade to withdraw. Fortunately,
a last-minute scramble saw Federals get to the summit first and, despite bitter attacks from the foe, the bluecoats held Little Round Top. At the other
end of the line, Ewell bungled his Culp’s Hill attack.
Meade’s line held firm. That night he decided to remain on the defensive, anticipating that Lee’s next attack the following day, July 3, would come
in the center. He was quite right. Lee, exasperated, could think of nothing else to do. He ordered feints on the flanks of the Federal line, but planned
a massive artillery bombardment aimed at the center, on Cemetery Ridge. If he could break through the enemy center, he could roll up either or both
halves of the Yankee army.
The bombardment started at 1:00 p.m. and continued for two hours, but most of the shells went wide of their marks, doing no damage. Then
Longstreet gave the order for George Pickett’s Carolina division and James Pettigrew’s North Carolina division to go forward in the grandest frontal
assault of the war. “Pickett’s Charge,” as it would be called, saw the brave Rebels march across a mile of open fields and up into the face of the Yankee
rifles and artillery on Cemetery Ridge. (In less than an hour 6,200 of 12,000 Confederates charging the Union line were killed, wounded, or captured).
It was a doomed effort from the start, but done with incredible gallantry. None broke through, and more than a third never got back.
With the failure of the attack, Lee admitted defeat, and soon started to retreat back toward Virginia. He had lost more than 20,000 of the 70,000
men in his army, while Meade suffered 23,000 out of 90,000. The North was safe, and Lee would never lead another offensive. The tide of the war
was turning.

On the back slope of Cemetery Ridge,
a mute cannon stands
where once hundreds repelled the great attack.
Source: Gettysburg, from The Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Civil
War by William C. Davis.
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Lt. George E. Dixon Camp Website News: Johnny Kicklighter is
pleased to announce that our website is back online and has been
updated. As many of our members were aware, our website had not
been online nor updated for a significant amount of time. Our
problems began with our website provider who broke our page and
couldn’t fix it. After several failed attempts to get the technicians
to repair it, we decided to move our site to another provider. The
new provider had us on line in a short time. However, much of the
material was outdated and the music didn’t work due to obsolete
code. We are now in the process of providing more material and
are looking for ways to make the site better, including a new landing
page. Please take a look and offer suggestions on what you would
like to see. www.scvcamp1962.org

Congratulations and best wishes
to the following two couples
who are celebrating their July wedding anniversary.
(The camp will send congratulatory cards.)

COMPATRIOT
DAVID
&
MRS. BOONTHOM RUNELLS
(of Victorville CA)
th
45 WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
July 15

COMPATRIOT
MARK
&
MRS. KELLI MORGAN
(of Ballwin MO)
th
12 WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
July 19
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CAMP CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JULY
4
14
27

AUGUST

Independence Day
6:30 CAMP MEETING
Armistice Day

4
7
11

SEPTEMBER

United States Coast Guard Birthday
Purple Heart Day
6:30 CAMP MEETING

2
7
8
13
18
22

V-J Day (1945)
Labor Day
6:30 CAMP MEETING
Grandparents Day
POW/MIA Recognition Day
USAF Birthday (1947)
First Day of Autumn

JULY

Happy
Birthday

2

SHARON RED (O’Fallon IL)

4

BOB MARLEY (Flora IL)

4

ERIC FUNKHOUSER (Belleville IL)

7

STEVEN PIKE (Swanton VT)

10

ALPHONS SCHOOTS (Germany)

17

MARY BIEKERT (Belleville IL)

24

ROY HOBBS (O’Fallon IL)

28

DAVID McAULEY (Carbondale IL)

29

GALE RED (O’Fallon IL)

30

PAUL ZEIEN (Belvidere IL)

CAMP DIXON LEADERSHIP
Commander
1st Lt Commander
2nd Lt Commander
Advisor to the Commander
Adjutant
Asst Adjutant
Chaplain
Sgt of Arms
Program Chairman
Door Greeter

John Douglas Stanton
Matthew James King
Ronald Joseph Lakin
John Wayne Kicklighter
Gale Franklin Red
John Mitchell McKee
Walter Michael Biekert
David Francis Schmitt
Gale Franklin Red
VACANT

Cell 618-610-6464
Cell 510-213-1972
Cell 618-420-6358
618-257-9079
Cell 618-622-8949
618-416-5072
618-972-8190
Cell 618-334-6148
Cell 618-622-8949
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