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       *  * *     PLEASE MAKE ATTENDANCE GREAT AGAIN   * * * 
AND COME TO THE AUGUST 11, 2020 CAMP MEETING, 6:30 p.m. 

SAME LOCATION:  Shiloh Assembly of God Church 
4035 Lebanon Avenue, Shiloh IL 62221 

To protect yourself and others at the meeting, 
please wear a mask or face covering. 

 

FROM THE COMMANDER 

ATTENTION TO ORDERS:  Greetings to each and every 

member of our camp.  It has been comforting to gather again since 

this pandemic has struck.  We are fortunate that Chaplain Biekert 

has allowed us the use of the church for our meetings.  So give out 

a Rebel yell in thanks for his kindness and cordiality.  If any have 

not sent in their membership dues, please remit them to Adjutant 

Gale Red ASAP.   These are trying times in our nation and all 

throughout this globe.  Given the uncertainties that our medical 

governmental leaders and our lack luster news media have 

provided us with, it is hard to come to a truthful understanding as 

to what is believable or not.   I hope that all of you and your 

families are well and pray for your continued health during this 

crisis.  As a camp within the SCV we are not to be of a political 

persuasion, but with the continued attacks upon our Confederate 

heritage it is hard to avoid such issues.  We need to be engaged, 

not passive, and involved by voting in the election. Our country is 

in crisis and needs you too.  It is very hard to be optimistic for the 

nation's future, and I fear the worst may yet lie ahead.  I would like 

to ask each member to be in prayer for this nation's path, and that 

God will prevail in the end.  As always, God Bless  

 
 

Confederately, 
 

John Stanton 
 

 

PROGRAM INFORMATION 

     PRESENTATION:                Civil War Music 

    PRESENTER:                Compatriot Steve Wilson 

    REFRESHMENTS:               Commander John Stanton 
 

 

 CAMP MEETINGS 
Meetings are open to the public and are generally, 
except as announced, held on the second Tuesday 
evening each month at 6:30 p.m. at the: 

Belle-Clair Fairgrounds 
Exposition Center 

200 South Belt East 
Belleville, Illinois 

(Parking/Entrance on East Side of Building) 
We try to have an informative program with a 
speaker or film of interest at all meetings.  Anyone 
with a Confederate ancestor or just having an 
interest in Civil War history is invited to attend. 

Questions?  Call Gale Red, Cell 618-622-8949 

33993 

CAMP MISSION 
The camp accepts its covenanted 
responsibility to maintain and preserve the 
Christian principles held by the Southern 
people that led them to their decision to 
defend the right of constitutional self-
government.  We strive to educate ourselves 
first and then the public to a fuller and more 
complete understanding of the true history of 
the period of the War Between the States.  We 
seek to preserve the memory and honor of the 
noble Confederate soldiers, sailors, public 
servants, and loyal citizens. 

 

CAMP MEMBERSHIP 
Is available to all male (12 years or older) 
descendants of any veteran who served 
honorably in the Confederate military.  Direct 
or collateral kinship to a qualifying veteran or 
civil servant must be documented for full 
membership.  We offer genealogical 
assistance with documentation.  For those who 
have not yet proven their kinship or just have 
an active interest in what we are doing, we offer 
camp membership through our auxiliary, The 
Knights and Ladies of the Golden Circle.  
Applicants must be 12 or older. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S FORECAST 

God reigns 

and His Son shines 

 

 

 

http://www.scvcamp1962.org/
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  CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ JULY 14, 2020 Muster 
The members and friends of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp # 1962, S.C.V., conducted their monthly muster at 6:34 p.m. on  

July 14, 2020 at the Shiloh Assembly of God Church, Shiloh IL; this being the 5th Muster of the year 2020.  

CALL TO ORDER:  Commander John Stanton called the meeting to order.   

COMMANDER’S WELCOME: Commander Stanton welcomed the Camp’s members, family, and friends.  He thanked Chaplain 

Mike Biekert for generously allowing us to meet at this church.  (We will continue to meet here until further notice.) 

• Adjutant Gale Red welcomed “long-time-no-see” members: 
 

                   Charles Lee                                                 Andy & Jane Novara                                     Doug & Betty Lawrence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION: Chaplain Mike Biekert.  He led the song of Amazing Grace, and all joined in. 

PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS (Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to Confederate Flag): The American Flag was properly 

displayed.  1st Lt Commander Matt King led everyone in attendance to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States 

and the salute to the Confederate Flag. 

SWEARING IN:  None.  (However, Adjutant Gale Red will swear in Jane Novara at the August meeting.) 

PROCEDURAL BUSINESS:  None.  

ROLL CALL (24) (Adjutant Gale Red).  Please ensure everyone signs the muster roll. 

Those present included: Janice Beasley, Walter Mike Biekert, Eric Funkhouser, J. C. Gideon, Bob Herr, Johnny Kicklighter, Matt 

King, Ron Lakin & Alexis Rensing (guest), Doug & Betty Lawrence, Charles Lee, Jim & Barb Lumma, John & Anita Jane McKee, 

Andy & Jane Novara, Gale & Sharon Red, Dale Rice, Bobby Samuel, John Stanton, and Phil Tate. 

 

 

GROUP PHOTO 

(L-R) (1st Row) Andy & Jane Novara, Jane McKee, Matt King, Alexis Rensing,   

Janice Beasley with R. Lee, Betty Lawrence, and Dale Rice 

(2nd Row) Bobby Samuel, Charles Lee, Eric Funkhouser, Bob Herr, Johnny Kicklighter, Mike Biekert,  

Ron Lakin, Doug Lawrence, John Stanton, Barb Lumma, Phil Tate, and Jim Lumma 

(Back Row)  Gale Red and John McKee 
Photographer:  Sharon Red 
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ JULY 14, 2020 Muster (cont’d) 

APPROVAL OF JUNE 9, 2020 MINUTES:  N/A. 

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Adjutant Gale Red reported the financial report of $5,082.48.  He said he will make a significant deposit – a large 

amount is going to HQ.  The Financial Report was approved by a motion to accept by Andy Novara and seconded by Bob Herr with a unanimous 

all-hands-agreed vote. 

COMMUNICATIONS (Commander Stanton) 

MESSAGE FROM COMPATRIOT DWIGHT MOORE.  He said that Nona fell and broke her hip. She had surgery to insert four pins in her 

femur.  She is up and around with a walker.  Will take about six months to heal.  Dwight is still busy wrestling alligators.  Otherwise, they are 

doing well.    

WEDDING OF RON LAKIN AND ALEXIS RENSING, SATURDAY, AUGUST 1.  At the Hope Community Church, 206 Wuest Lane, 

Freeburg IL.  They hope that many of you will come and share the joy of their wedding with them.  RSVP to Lexi at 618-314-2292 by July 26. 

• (2nd Lt Commander Ron Lakin)  This camp has been a family to me and sure would like you to come to my wedding. 

 

OLD BUSINESS (Commander Stanton) 

COLLECTION FOR VETERANS HOME IN ANNA IL.  Several months ago, we discussed collecting clothing and toiletry items to be 

shared with the men at the Veterans Home in Anna IL.  We got sidetracked with all that has been going on.  We decided at the last meeting to 

have people bring their donations, odd items, or money to the September meeting.  Jim Lumma will deliver.     
• (Jim Lumma)  Don’t know when we can get in – shooting for September.  Handed out following wish list: 

o On-going need:   

▪ Electric razors (Norelco/clone) 
▪ Snacks 

▪ Coffee 

▪ Soda 
▪ Flags (U.S., POW, state) 

▪ Cologne 

o Clothing:   
▪ Polo shirts (M, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL) 

▪ Cotton slacks (M, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL) 

▪ Velcro tennis shoes (Men’s sizes 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14) 
▪ Sandals with velcro straps (Men’s sizes 8 thru 13) 

▪ Men’s suspenders 
o Monetary donations for: 

▪ Newspaper subscriptions, postage stamp fund, out-to-eat fund, blackjack & bingo, Christmas fund, sensory garden maintenance, 

fish tank maintenance, pet fund, bird sanctuary maintenance, cable TV, volunteer recognition fund, homelike environment fund, 
special event fund 

o Building and small equipment cost: 

▪ Zero gravity treadmill 
▪ Fishing equipment 

▪ Wall decorations 

▪ Table clothes 

o Other equipment:  glass front display cases, cable TV connections, bed spreads, and room renovation 

 

DUES FOR OUR NEW FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING AUGUST 1, 2020 IS BEING COLLECTED NOW.     

• For SCV members: Life Member, $20 

Annual renewing members, $55 

Knights & Ladies of the Golden Circle, $20 

Please make check payable to:  Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962 

         SEND TO:   Adjutant Gale Red 

     5 Hunters Pt 

     O’Fallon IL 62269-3133 

Please send to arrive NLT July 15, 2020.  Thanks to those who have already paid. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

“HIGH BOY” CHEST OF DRAWERS FOR ANYONE WHO WANTS IT (Compatriot Bob Herr, Mt. Vernon). 

CONFEDERATE MONUMENTS (253) TO BE TORN DOWN BY CARPETBAGGERS MAINLY IN THE SOUTH (Adjutant Red).  

Other monument includes Frederick Davis.  He led the fight for slave rights.  The even took down his monument.  They don’t know what 

they’re doing.  Be aware that they are coming down.  They just want to destroy our nation’s history.  Speak up now while you have a choice.  

The election day of November 3 is very important – the outcome and future of our country may very well depend upon the results of this 

election.  We need to vote and protect our freedoms. 

COMPATRIOT BOBBY SAMUEL IS MOVING (Adjutant Red).  Bobby is leaving for Denton TX as soon as he sells his house.  His  

• (Bobby Samuel)   Looking forward to spending time with my mother as long as God allows her to remain on earth.  Most of my 

efforts have been spiritual.  Hel ived in this area for 40 years.  He will remain in my hearts. 

o Received letter from Dr. Barry Hancock, Dean for Community Education at John M. Logan College, July 13, 2020:  

“Thanks to Bobby, a long time and popular Civil War Reenactor and living historian … working with him during our annual 

Civil War Days, portraying a Civil War Chaplain and General Robert E. Lee.” 

ANY REQUESTS FOR FUTURE PROGRAMS? (Adjutant Red).   

• (Compatriot Johnny Kicklighter)  Update on the Hunley. 

• (2nd Lt Commander Lakin)  Nominate brief on Jefferson Davis.   

o (Adjutant Red)  I will brief on the life of Jefferson Davis after the war. 

• John McKee will brief in late spring. 

CAMP WEB SITE (Compatriot Kicklighter).  Up and running.  Look at it  -- www.LtGeorgeEDixonCamp.org  -- and give me your feedback 

of what you want to see. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ltgeorgeedixoncamp.org/
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  CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ JULY 14, 2020 Muster (cont’d) 
 

REFRESHMENTS:  Compatriot Johnny Kicklighter (Aide to the 

Commander) brought shrimp, sausage/cheese/crackers, vegetables and 

dip, mixed nuts, and beverages.  Thanks, Johnny, for taking such good care 

of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION:  Compatriot Eric Funkhouser presented a very 

personal briefing on his Confederate Ancestor, Robert Daniel 

Funkhouser, and family coat of arms and heraldry. 

 
 
 

Synopsis of Presentation 

His ancestor, Robert Daniel Funkhouser, was born in 1837 on his father’s farm in Warren County, Virginia.  His 

forebearers were prominent pioneer settlers of the Strasburg area of the Shenandoah County.  He served in the 49th 

Virginia Infantry Regiment where he held the ranks of 3rd Lt, 2nd Lt, 1st Lt, Captain, acting Major, and finally, Lt Col, 

when the battle decimated the officer staff.  He was wounded at the Battle of Winchester and became a prisoner of 

war.  Later, he was appointed Brig Gen, 3rd Brigade Virginia United Confederate Veterans.  He passed away on June 

9, 1914.  Since he only had daughters, there was no one to carry on his name. 

 

Eric also presented a brief history of his family members who served in every major war to include the French and 

Indian, the Revolutionary War of 1812, the Civil War, WWI, WWII, Vietnam, and Iraq. 

 

Additionally, he presented several charts on his heraldry. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION:     Chaplain Biekert delivered the benediction. 

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, August 11, 2020, at the Shiloh Assembly of God Church.  Presenter:  Compatriot Steve 

Wilson.  Presentation:  Civil War Music.  Refreshments:  Commander John Stanton. 

 
 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

       Gale F. Red 
       Adjutant 
 

 

 

 

Johnny Kicklighter 

Eric Funkhouser 
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Like the Army of Tennessee, Bushrod Johnson Faced Both Glory, Despair 

By: Mike West, Managing Editor, The Murfreesboro Post – November 9, 2008 
 

Taken on face value, Bushrod Rush Johnson was a most unlikely Confederate general. 
To begin with, he was born in Belmont, Ohio, to an ardently abolitionist Quaker family. At age 
18, despite his parent’s pacifist beliefs, he applied for and was accepted at the U.S. Military 
Academy. 
 
Johnson was named first sergeant and later cadet captain of one of four cadet companies at 
West Point. He graduated with the class of 1840, standing 23rd out of 42 cadets. He was a 
classmate with Union Gen. George Henry Thomas, The “Rock of Chickamauga,” and William 
Tecumseh Sherman, who, among other achievements, was the pre-Civil War superintendent of 
the institute of higher education that became Louisiana State University. 
 
And just like his classmate Sherman, he turned to academics after his military career 
floundered.  
 

      Following graduation, Johnson was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 3rd U.S. Infantry and served in the campaign 
against the Seminoles in Florida. Johnson also served in Kansas, Louisiana, Texas and Missouri and was promoted to first 
lieutenant in 1844. Serving first with Zackary Taylor in the Mexican War, Johnson saw combat at the battles of Palo Alto, 
Resaca de la Palma and Monterrey. He was then transferred to Gen. Winfield Scott’s army for the Vera Cruz campaign. 
Instead of being given a combat role, Johnson was appointed acting assistant commissary.  
      At this point in his career, Johnson made a serious mistake in judgment and approached his commanding officer in New 
Orleans with a scheme to make money by misappropriating government property.  That officer turned him in.  A government 
inquiry followed and the decision was appealed to then President James K. Polk. Johnson was allowed to resign his 
commission in October 1847 without prosecution.  His career in the U.S. Army was over. 
      Johnson put his West Point education and military experience to use and landed a job teaching at Western Military 
Institute (WMI) in Georgetown, KY.   James G. Blaine, future speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives and presidential 
candidate, was an instructor there. 
      Eventually, Johnson became headmaster. He married Mary Hatch. They had a son, Charles, who was an invalid and 
required continual care. Mary died of “nervous fever” in 1858.  Johnson hired a nanny and continued to teach.  In 1855, WMI 
moved to Nashville where it merged with the University of Nashville.  WMI continued as a prep school offering high school 
instruction. 
      Smyrna’s Sam Davis, “Boy Hero of the Confederacy,” attended the Western Military Institute from 1860 to 1861 and was 
a student of Bushrod Johnson.  The WMI campus was located from 1855 to 1861 at 724 Second Avenue South, which serves 
today as Metropolitan Nashville City Government's Planning Building. 
      Designed by architect Adolphus Heiman, it is the only remaining structure of the original University of Nashville. The two-
story limestone structure is Gothic Revival in style with buttresses and a castle-style parapet. During the Civil War the 
occupying Federal forces used the building as Hospital No. 2, housing 300 beds. From 1944 to 1973 the building served as 
the Children's Museum. 
      By the outbreak of the Civil War, Johnson was a prominent Nashville citizen, who sided with the causes of the 
Confederacy. He was appointed colonel and chief of engineers of the Provisional Army of Tennessee. On Jan. 25, 1862, 
Johnson was made a brigadier general in the Confederate Army. His son, Charles, was sent north and relatives in Ohio cared 
for him during the War. 
       Johnson quickly amassed a commendable combat record.  His actions at Fort Donelson were one of the few bright spots 
for Confederate defenders as he led the Rebel’s left flank in a successful assault on the Union right. During the Battle of 
Shiloh he led his own Tennessee brigade in heavy action.  His brigade suffered 740 casualties at Shiloh, and an exploding 
shell killed Johnson’s horse. 
       Johnson’s Brigade was comprised of the 17th, 23rd, 25th, 37th and 44th Tennessee Infantry regiments and the Jefferson 
Artillery from Mississippi. 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.murfreesboropost.com/like-the-army-of-tennessee-bushrod-johnson-faced-both-glory-despair-cms-13871
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        At Perryville, KY., Johnson led his men in the assault across Doctor’s Creek on Oct. 8, 1862 and had five horses shot out from under 
him in the Confederate’s 1862 Kentucky Campaign.  Following a “technical victory” at Perryville, Gen. Braxton Bragg, commanding 
what was known then as the Army of Mississippi, withdrew his army to Murfreesboro where it was reformed as the Army of Tennessee. 
With the Confederate troops moving out, Kentucky was to remain under Union control for the rest of the war, an important strategic 
victory for the Union and particularly for Kentucky-born Abraham Lincoln. 
      Bragg's Army of Mississippi consisted of about 16,800 men in two wings. The Right Wing, commanded by Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 
consisted of a single division under Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Cheatham. The Left Wing, commanded by Maj. Gen. William J. Hardee, 
consisted of the divisions of Brig. Gen. J. Patton Anderson and Maj. Gen. Simon B. Buckner. Johnson’s Brigade was assigned to Buckner. 
       As 1862 drew to a close the Confederate Army of Mississippi merged in Murfreesboro with the Army of Kentucky forming the 
Army of Tennessee.  Bushrod Johnson’s Brigade was assigned to the 2nd Division of Hardee’s Corps. Maj. Gen. Patrick Cleburne was 
division commander. 
       Again at Stones River on Dec. 31, 1862, Johnson’s troops were in the thick of the fight with Cleburne’s Division pushing the Federal 
line back three miles. Following a strong resistance led by Union Brig. Gen. Phil Sheridan, Johnson rallied his troops and held the line. 
His men suffered more than 600 casualties and captured two Federal batteries. 
        At Hoover’s Gap on June 24, 1863, Johnson’s Brigade was among the first to taste the bitter firepower of the Spencer repeating 
rifles wielded by Union Col. John T. Wilder’s Brigade. Johnson’s Brigade joined Brig. Gen. William B. Bate’s Brigade in an attempt to 
dislodge Wilder from the narrow gap but failed. 
       The Battle of Chickamauga on Sept. 30, 1863, was the highpoint for Johnson and his men. Johnson was promoted to provisional 
division command with his brigade combined with those of Brig. Gens. Evander McNair and John Gregg.  Johnson’s command was in 
the center of the Confederate left that slammed through a quarter-mile gap left in the Federal line by Maj. Gen. Thomas Wood's 
withdrawal. 
       Johnson wrote about the moment: “The scene now presented I was unspeakably grand. The resolute and impetuous charge 
sweeping out of the shadow and gloom of the forest into the open fields flooded with sunlight, the glitter of arms, the onward dash 
of artillery and mounted men, the retreat of the foe, the shouts of the hosts of our army, the dust, the smoke, the noise of fire-arms, 
of whistling balls and grape-shot and of bursting shell made up a battle scene of unsurpassed grandeur.  Here, General Hood gave me 
the last order I received from him on the field, ‘Go ahead, and keep ahead of everything.’”  Johnson’s men captured 19 cannons, a 
wagon train and a Union hospital, and killed and captured hundreds of Federal troops. 
       In the aftermath of Chickamauga, Johnson’s provisional division was dissolved with his brigade accompanying Longstreet’s Corps 
to Knoxville where they played a small role in the attack on Fort Sanders. In early May 1864, Johnson’s Brigade was dispatched to 
Petersburg, VA., winning praise from Gen. P.G.T. Beauregard for their action at Drewry’s Bluff.  Passed over many times, Johnson was 
finally promoted to major general effective May 21, 1864. His new command took part in the final defense of Petersburg. 
        But two months later, he lost face following his inaction at the Battle of the Crater.  Johnson’s portion of the Petersburg defense 
was over a mine dug by Federal troops and exploded on July 30.  Johnson dispatched others to take care of the hole blasted in his lines 
and then sat down for a leisurely breakfast.  Commanding Gen. Robert E. Lee was not impressed. 
       Then came the death knell at Sailor’s Creek when Federal cavalry, commanded by Phil Sheridan, crushed a quarter of Lee’s army, 
including Johnson’s command. Johnson attempted to make a stand with Maj. Gen. George Pickett. In the panic, many of the 
Confederates ran. Upon seeing the survivors streaming along the road, Lee exclaimed, “My God, has the army dissolved?”  
       Johnson, Pickett and their corps commander, Lt. Gen. Richard Anderson, saved themselves only to be relieved of duty by Lee on 
April 8, 1865. That was the day before Lee surrendered the rest of his army to Grant at Appomattox. 
       Following the war, Johnson returned to the classroom. Partnering with fellow ex-Confederate general Edmund Kirby Smith, 
Johnson won the contract to operate Montgomery Bell Academy and the collegiate department of the University of Nashville.  
Ultimately, Johnson and his son, Charles, moved to a small farm in Illinois where the general died in 1880.  As a historic footnote of 
sorts, Bushrod Johnson’s remains were disinterred in 1975 and relocated to the historic Nashville City Cemetery where they were 
buried next to his wife, Mary. 
 

    
 

 

 

Birthplace Monument for Confederate General Bushrod Johnson 
Located at Barkcamp State Park, Morristown, Ohio 

Photos submitted by Andrew Warhola 
 

Inscription reads: 
Nearby on October 7, 1817 was born 

Bushrod Rust Johnson 
Major General Confederate States Army 

Died Sept. 12, 1880 and is buried in Nashville, Tenn. 
Erected by The Ohio Valley Civil War Roundtable 

 
Copyright 2011 © Southeastern Ohio Civil War Roundtable 

webmaster@seocwrt.org 

http://www.seocwrt.org/images/andy-warhola/bushrod-johnson01-lg.jpg
http://www.seocwrt.org/images/andy-warhola/bushrod-johnson02-lg.jpg
mailto:webmaster@seocwrt.org?subject=Southeastern%20Ohio%20Civil%20War%20Roundtable
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Confederate Pardons 

 

      Most Confederate soldiers signed an oath of allegiance in order to gain status as a United States citizen. In 1863 President Lincoln 
issued a proclamation to grant pardon or amnesty to Confederates.  
 
      The end of the Civil War was not merely a handshake agreement with life returning to normal. The balance of life for both the Union and 
Confederacy had been torn apart, both physically, by families, economically and socially. The reconstruction involved time and effort.  
 
      Most Confederate soldiers signed an oath of allegiance in order to gain status as a United States citizen. In 1863 President Lincoln 
issued a proclamation to grant pardon or amnesty to Confederates. President Johnson issued an amnesty proclamation on 29 May 1865. 
Under the 1865 proclamation, former Confederates who had not been pardoned in 1863, could receive amnesty. First, they had to take an 
oath to defend the Union and Constitution, and obey federal laws and proclamations regarding slavery. These were similar to that issued by 
President Lincoln in 1863. The pardons issued in 1865-1867 were normally not to Confederate soldiers, but to other individuals who 
supported the Confederate cause.  
 
       If their property was valued at more than $20,000 they could not apply for a pardon.  Persons who had broken their oath under the 
Lincoln proclamation of 1863, could not re-apply for pardon.  It was also not extended to graduates of Annapolis or West Point who had 
served in the Confederacy. Civil or diplomatic agents or officials in the Confederacy and ex-Confederate governors could not apply for 
amnesty.  
 
      Confederate military officers above the rank of a Navy lieutenant or Army colonel were excluded. Members of the United States Congress 
who resigned to assist in the rebellion were also excluded. Military personnel who resigned their commissions in the Army and Navy of the 
United States were not allowed to apply for a pardon.  
 
      Even with all of these and more restrictions to the 1865 pardon act, President Johnson received thousands of applications. He had 
granted 13,500 pardons by the later part of 1867. The number of restrictions was reduced by a second proclamation issued in September 
1867.  
 
       Another proclamation was issued on 4 July 1868 in which Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, John C. Breckinridge and a few others were 
restricted from pardon. A final proclamation was issued on 25 December 1868 which granted amnesty to everybody who had participated in 
the rebellion.  
 
      These proclamations resulted in many records, most of which the normal researcher has never had the opportunity to check ... or never 
thinks to check. The records consist of affidavits, recommendations and depositions asking for pardon and oaths of allegiance. Some are 
more detailed than others, but they usually provide information on the applicant, his activities during the Civil War and his current status.  
 
      The original records are housed in the National Archives in Washington, D.C. However, they are also available for searching on 
Ancestry.com, in a newly released database of about 14,000 files.  
 
       Ancestry's database is interesting to search. I have personally found files for ancestors who did not serve as a soldier in the Confederacy, 
but acted in other capacities, such as a sheriff (in a Confederate state) or postmaster. In most cases, they told their account of the war and 
why they did not wish to enlist as a Confederate soldier.  
 
      If you do not have access to Ancestry.com, microfilm of the pardons is available through the Family History Library (LDS) and can be 
rented at any of their Family History Centers.  
 
      The microfilm collection, M1003 of the National Archives, is available on 73 reels of film at the Family History Library. More information 
film numbers can be found at FamilySearch International.  
 
      The application files are divided into three groups. The first group consists of applications submitted by persons in the South (Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 
Virginia and West Virginia). The second group consists of applications submitted by persons from the North and West (California, Delaware, 
District of Columbia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Massachusetts, Michigan, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico Territory, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island). The third group are applications submitted by persons without designation of state or territory.  
 
       To make your Confederate ancestors' life story more complete, be sure to check out the Confederate Applications for Presidential 
Pardons. It is worth the time to search and read the applications.  
 

Source Information: Tracing Lines, New Providence, NJ, USA: Genealogy Today LLC, 2009. 

https://www.genealogytoday.com/roots/xweb.mv?xc=RootsDocument&xo=lrdoc&xr=7&xz=google&zc=1&zp=cms.link
https://www.genealogytoday.com/roots/xweb.mv?xc=RootsDocument&xo=lrdoc&xr=127&xz=google&zc=1&zp=cms.link
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  Guerrillas in Illinois – Interesting Account of Their Operations 
Published: August 3, 1864 

From the St. Louis Democrat 
 
“The southern counties of Illinois are known to abound to rebels of the vilest kind. We learn that on the 5th inst. 
a camp of the wretches was found near the village of Van Burenburgh, near the line, between Bond and 
Montgomery Counties. The party numbered about one hundred, but on occasion could be soon reinforced from 
the residents to two or three hundred. The leader is one Capt. CLINGMAN, a comparative stranger to that 
locality, but who commanded the band that some time ago took possession of the telegraph and stopped a train 
at Vandalia.  
 
The bandits near Van Burenburgh have been engaged almost constantly in plundering the Union people of hay, 
stock, &c., but seem to have perpetrated no act of personal violence till the night of the 22d inst., when a number 
of them attacked and robbed Mr. BRISE PRATER, an old man and an estimable Union citizen of Bond County, 
taking from him $180.  
 
On the following night, Saturday, they attacked Squire LINDLEY, of Montgomery County, and robbed him of 
$300.  
 
Last Tuesday night twelve of the miscreants paid a visit to the residence of Mr. JOHN A. LEVERTON, four miles 
from Greenville, in Bond County. Mr. LEVERTON is an earnest patriot, and an exemplary gentle man, highly 
respected by his fellow-citizens. At 9 in the evening, as he eat reading before retiring, the doors being open to 
admit of fresh air, he suddenly found himself between two strangers, each presenting a pistol, threatening to 
blow his brains out unless he gave up his arms. His wife then brought an old shot-gun and a revolver, all the 
weapons in the house, and handed them over. One of the villains then attempted to strike Mr. LEVERTON with 
a pistol, in which Mr. LEVERTON clinched him, the light was extinguished, and the two wrestled in the dark. Mr. 
LEVERTON got the scoundrel down when the comrade, supposing Mr. LEVERTON was underneath, struck the 
latter's adversary several times in the head with a pistol before discovering the blunder. He then attacked Mr. 
LEVERTON, who, hearing footsteps in the hall, and perceiving that others were coming, extricated himself, 
sprang into side room, thence out of a window, and was soon concealed. The villains, now a full dozen, made a 
light and searched the house for Mr. LEVERTON. Enraged, they demanded of Mrs. LEVERTON that she should 
at once show where he was, and threatened if she did not to destroy her child. One of seized the infant by the 
feet and swore he would dash its brains out unless she compelled. She sprang forward and caught the little one, 
refusing to betray her husband, and the fiends at last left the premises.  
 
We were yesterday waited upon by a citizen of Greenville, who related the above facts, and added the following.  
On the 24th a lady passing in the vicinity of the camp noticed a number of scraps of paper, and found on one 
the name of Capt. CLINGMAN, which she took home. Others revisited the place and picket up the rest of the 
scraps, all they could discover, and afterward arranged them upon a sheet of paper so as to show that they were 
fragments of a letter written, to CLINGMAN, by one J.J. ADAMS, promising him important cooperation in his 
scheme. ADAMS, says our informant is an outspoken traitor, who has lived in Bond County for some seventeen 
years, and commanded a company in the raid on Vandalia last August.  
 
A dispatch from Springfield, Ill. tells us that application had been made there for Col. OAKES to send a force 
and break up the nest of outlaws, but that he declined saying that civil process must first resorted to! Our 
informant from Greenville makes substantially the same statement.” 
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1Lt Commander Matt 

& Lady Andrea King 

(of Highland IL) 

 

Congratulations 

on their 9th Wedding Anniversary 

 

August 16 

(The camp will send a congratulatory card.) 

 

1Lt Commander Matt King 

(of Highland IL) 

 

Congratulations and Best of Luck 

on his Retirement from the U. S. Coast Guard 

 

August 31 

 

(The camp will send a congratulatory card.) 

 
 

THE NEWLY WEDDED COUPLE 

2Lt Commander Ronald & Mrs. Alexis “Lexy” Lakin 

(of Freeburg IL) 

Congratulations and Best Wishes 

on the occasion of their wedding, August 1 

 

(The camp sent a congratulatory card.) 

   

 

  

MANY PRAYERS OF HEALING TO 

Compatriot Jack Sandford 

(of Brighton IL) 

Jack has had the COVID for the last 3 

weeks but is at home.  We pray he will feel 

better and recover very soon so he can join 

us again.  God bless you, Jack. 

(The camp sent a get-well card.) 

 

PRAYING FOR A SUCCESSFUL 

SURGERY 

Lady Janice Beasley 

(of Walsh IL) 

Janice is scheduled for surgery on 

August 4, so we are praying for her. 

 

(The camp sent a get-well card.) 
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CAMP CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                  AUGUST          SEPTEMBER        OCTOBER 
         4      US Coast Guard Birthday (1790)                2      V-J Day (1945)    12      Columbus Day 
         7      Purple Heart Day               7      Labor Day    13      6:30 CAMP MEETING 
      11      6:30 CAMP MEETING               8      6:30 CAMP MEETING   13      US Navy Birthday (1775) 
                               13      Grandparents Day 
                18      POW/MIA Recognition Day 

          18      US Air Force Birthday (1947) 
           22     First Day of Autumn  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

      

       
  

 

 

CAMP DIXON LEADERSHIP 

 

Commander   John Douglas Stanton  Cell 618-610-6464 

1st Lt Commander  Matthew James King  Cell 510-213-1972 

2nd Lt Commander  Ronald Joseph Lakin  Cell 618-420-6358 

Advisor to the Commander John Wayne Kicklighter  618-257-9079 

Adjutant   Gale Franklin Red  Cell 618-622-8949 

Asst Adjutant   John Mitchell McKee  618-416-5072 

Chaplain   Walter Michael Biekert  618-972-8190 

Sgt of Arms   David Francis Schmitt  Cell 618-334-6148 

Program Chairman  Gale Franklin Red  Cell 618-622-8949 

Door Greeter   VACANT 

 

 

 
2      RICHARD VAUGHT   (England) 

 
18     ANDREW NOVARA (Creal Springs IL) 

 
20           STEVE WILSON (Columbia IL) 
 

25     AARON LEONARD (Flora IL) 

 

 
 

  

 

                 AUGUST 
 

 

               6     JOHN MASSEY (Harvest AL) 
 
    6 JERRY SMITH (Freeburg IL) 
 
    7 DAVID SCHMITT (O’Fallon IL) 
 
  19 JASON ZIEBOLD (O’Fallon IL) 
 
  23 CHRISTINE KICKLIGHTER (Belleville IL) 
 
   28  MARK MORGAN (Ballwin MO) 
   
    31  BOB HERR (Mt. Vernon IL) 
 

 
 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 

Happy 

Birthday 


