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APRIL 14 CAMP MEETING CANCELLED 
 

MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND GUESTS 
HOPE YOU HAVE A BLESSED EASTER. 

PLEASE STAY AT HOME, ENJOY YOUR FAMILIES, 
AND KEEP WELL. 

 

 

FROM THE COMMANDER 
 

ATTENTION TO ORDERS:  Greetings, faithful comrades of the Lt. 

George E. Dixon SCV Camp #1962.  It has been quite some time 

since we last met, and with God's mercy I pray that we will be able 

to muster at our May monthly meeting.  The officers of your camp 

hope and pray that all is well with each member and their respective 

families.  This has been quite an unprecedented event for each of us, 

and the confusion shared by all stands at the fore front.  As of now, 

we are still planning for the May meeting.  If anything prevents this 

assembly, you will be notified.  I would like to request that each 

member pray for our nation and its leaders for wisdom during this 

time of international crisis.  We should, likewise, ask providential 

guidance in the care of those who are sick and for those on the front-

line in the medical field tasked with caring for those who are 

ill.  There are many uncertainties concerning this medical crisis yet; 

never be remiss in humble supplication to our merciful and caring 

Creator.  At this moment I would like to remind each member that 

we will be collecting clothing and items of personal hygiene for the 

Veteran's Home during the May meeting.  Please plan to attend and 

bring your donated items that the camp will deliver to the 

center.  During this event the Veteran's Homes have been hit 

especially hard with lack of items for those soldiers living at the 

centers.  It will be an example of our camp's gratitude to our fellow 

countrymen and women who have served their nation 

faithfully.  If any member is in need of assistance, feel free to reach 

out to your officers or fellow comrades.  I pray that this epidemic will 

pass with speed and that our nation can return to a normal 

pattern.  See you at the next muster.    God Bless.  

 

Confederately, 
 

John Stanton 
 

 

NO MEETINGS WILL BE HELD UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

Please stay at home, practice social distancing, and 

wear a face covering when outside to stop infection 

of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

God bless you all. 
 

 

 CAMP MEETINGS 
Meetings are open to the public and are generally 
held on the second Tuesday evening each month at 
6:30 p.m. at the: 

Belle-Clair Fairgrounds 
Exposition Center 

200 South Belt East 
Belleville, Illinois 

(Parking/Entrance on East Side of Building) 
We try to have an informative program with a 
speaker or film of interest at all meetings.  Anyone 
with a Confederate ancestor or just having an 
interest in Civil War history is invited to attend. 

Questions?  Call Gale Red, Cell 618-622-8949 

33993 

CAMP MISSION 
The camp accepts its covenanted 
responsibility to maintain and preserve the 
Christian principles held by the Southern 
people that led them to their decision to 
defend the right of constitutional self-
government.  We strive to educate ourselves 
first and then the public to a fuller and more 
complete understanding of the history of the 
period of the War Between the States.  We 
seek to preserve the memory and honor of the 
noble Confederate soldiers, sailors, public 
servants, and loyal citizens. 

 

CAMP MEMBERSHIP 
Is available to all male descendants of any 
veteran who served honorably in the 
Confederate military or as a civil servant.  
Direct or collateral kinship to a qualifying 
veteran or civil servant must be documented 
for full membership.  We offer genealogical 
assistance with documentation.  For those who 
have not yet proven their kinship or just have 
an active interest in what we are doing, we offer 
camp membership through our auxiliary, The 
Knights and Ladies of the Golden Circle.  
Applicants must be 12 or older. 

 

  

 
 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me. 
Body of Christ, save me. 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me. 
Water from Christ’s side, wash me. 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me. 

Oh, Good Jesus, hear me. 
Within They wounds, hide me 

Suffer me not to be separated from Thee. 
From the malicious enemy, defend me. 

In the hour of my death, call me and bid me come unto Thee that I 
may praise Thee with Thy saints and angels forever and ever. Amen. 

 
We pray God takes good care of you and you don’t catch this virus! 

 

http://www.scvcamp1962.org/
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ MARCH 10, 2020 Muster 
 

The members and friends of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp # 1962, S.C.V., conducted their monthly muster at 6:45 

p.m. on March 10, 2020 at the Exposition Center, Belle-Clair Fairgrounds, Belleville IL; this being the 3rd Muster 

of the year 2020.  

CALL TO ORDER:  Commander John Stanton called the meeting to order.  

COMMANDER’S WELCOME: Commander Stanton welcomed the Camp’s members, family, and friends. 

INVOCATION: Chaplain Mike Biekert 

PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS (Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to Confederate Flag): The American 

Flag was properly displayed.  Adjutant Gale Red led everyone in attendance to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

Flag of the United States and the salute to the Confederate Flag. 

SWEARING IN:  None. 

PROCEDURAL BUSINESS:  None.  

ROLL CALL (17) (Adjutant Gale Red).  Please ensure everyone signs the muster roll. 

Those present included: Janice Beasley, Walter Mike & Mary Biekert, Walter Hall, Eric Funkhouser, Ronald Lakin, 

Jim Lumma, John & Anita Jane McKee, Ralph Oelschlager, Justin Ottolini, Gale & Sharon Red, Dale Rice, John 

Stanton, and Phil Tate, and Cody Weber (guest). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GROUP PHOTO 

(L-R) (1st Row, seated) Anita Jane McKee, Janice Beasley with R. Lee, Mary Biekert, and Sharon Red 

(Back Row)  Ralph Oelschlager, Jim Lumma, Phil Tate, Dale Rice, Ronald Lakin, Cody Weber, John Stanton, 

Mike Biekert, Eric Funkhouser, Justin Ottolini, John McKee, and Gale Red 
Photographer:  Walter Hall 
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ MARCH 10, 2020 Muster (cont’d) 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The February 11, 2020 meeting minutes were approved by a motion to accept by Walter Hall and 

seconded by John McKee with a unanimous all-hands-agreed vote. 

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Adjutant Gale Red reported the financial report of $5,720.48.  The Financial Report was approved by a motion 

to accept by Phil Tate and seconded by John McKee with a unanimous all-hands-agreed vote. 

COMMUNICATIONS (by Commander Stanton) 

WELCOME BACK, RON LAKIN. 

WELCOME BACK, DON YOUNG OF ADVANCE MO.  Don is reinstated again.  He is the son of deceased member, Harris Young. 

LADY JANE NOVARA (WIFE OF ANDY NOVARA).  Is in the hospital for testing.  Please keep her in your prayers. 

THE EXHIBIT ON SPIES, TRAITORS, SABOTEAURS:  FEAR AND FREEDOM IN AMERICA (Compatriot Walter Hall).  

Opens March 27 and runs through January 24, 2021 at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum (Illinois Gallery) in Springfield IL.  

Admission:  $12-15.  This s a critically acclaimed national exhibit from the International Spy Museum in Wash DC.  alplm.org, 217-

558-8844. 

OLD BUSINESS 

SCV MUSEUM (Adjutant Red).  $500 check sent to SCV HQ. 

VETERAN CLOTHING COLLECTION BY COMPATRIOT J. C. GIDEON (Jim Lumma).  What’s the status?   

• (Gale Red)  Will contact J. C. 

• (John Stanton)   Please bring stuff next month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

MEETING ATTENDANCE BECAUSE OF CORONAVIRUS (Adjutant Red).  Because of the onset of this virus, we will monitor 

things to determine about the advisability to hold a meeting or not and then notify everyone as needed. 

• (Gale Red)  A lot of legitimate concern but have lost perspective.  Last year 20,000 people died from the flu.  Right now, 

Illinois has 20+ cases.  If you feel you have it, please quarantine yourself and don’t come to the meeting.  We might need to  

skip a meeting for a month.  Please wash your hands before you eat or perhaps after.   We don’t have a problem as of now. 

CAMP ROSTER (Adjutant Red).  Will send roster to everyone.  So many members are missing tonight.  Please make contact and 

reach out to them and say we miss you. 

 

 

 

 

 

MY IRISH TARTAN (Adjutant Red).  I’m wearing the official tartan of SCV that belonged 

to Ron Doran who passed away 5 years ago.  St. Patty’s Day was his favorite day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gale Red 

 

Veterans Home, Anna, IL.  Compatriot Jim Lumma was able to contact Mr. Anthony B. Barnett Jr., Adjutant/public service administrator, Illinois Veterans Home-
Anna, 792 North Main St., Anna, IL 62906, Fax: (618) 833-3603, Phone: (618) 833-5394, Email: Anthony.Barnett2@illinois.gov.  Jim had a great conversation on 
the needs of the Veterans home. JC Gideon had brought the matter to our attention a couple of months ago, but we now have specifics to work with. If you have 
any of the items listed that you would care to donate, we will collect them at the next meeting we have (we don’t yet know when that will be).  
These items include: 
On-Going Need 
Electric Razors, Norelco/clone, Snacks/Coffee/Soda, Flags (US, POW, State), Cologne  
Clothing Donations 
Polo Shirts (M, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL), Cotton Slacks (M, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL), Velcro Tennis Shoes (Sizes Men’s 9-10-11-12-13-14), Sandals with Velcro Straps 
(Sizes Men’s 8 thru 13), Suspenders (Men’s) 
Specific clothing lists are available.  We also accept monetary donations for clothing to use when we are out of specific items or sizes.  All donations aid the 
veterans with daily expenses which free up personal funds. 
Monetary Donations 
Newspaper Subscriptions, Postage Stamp Fund, Out to Eat Fund, Blackjack & Bingo, Christmas Fund, Sensory Garden Maintenance, Fish Tank Maintenance, Pet 
Fund, Bird Sanctuary Maintenance, Cable TV, Volunteer Recognition Fund, Homelike Environment Fund, Special Event Fund    
 
Also: Building & Small Equipment Costs, Zero Gravity Treadmill, Fishing Equipment, Wall Decorations, Table Clothes, and for Other Equipment such as Glass 
Front Display Cases, Cable TV Connections, Bed Spreads, and Room Renovation. 

As you can see, they have many needs.  Jim Lumma has volunteered to deliver the donations, and would welcome any who want to ride with him. This is a very 
worthy cause. If you can help with any of these, please bring your donations to the next meeting. Open your hearts and give to them what you can. 

 

mailto:Anthony.Barnett2@illinois.gov
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  CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ MARCH 10, 2020 Muster (cont’d) 
 

 

REFRESHMENTS:  Mary Biekert brought pizza, cookies, and 

beverages.  Thanks for taking such good care of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION:  Compatriot Walter Hall presented a very good power point 

briefing on “Women Spies of the Civil War.” 

 

 

 
Synopsis 

The Camp celebrated Women’s History Month with a presentation by Compatriot Walter L. Hall, titled Women Spies of the 
Civil War.  The talk focused on the lives of four women spies during the American Civil War: two Southern, and two Northern.   
Subsequent information reveals that one of these women enhanced their spy resume.  Which one was it?  Answer at the end 
of this article.  
The first of these women, a Southern spy, was Rose O’Neal Greenhow, who as a young woman resided in the Old Capitol 
Boarding House, managed by her aunt.  Little would she know that the boarding house would become a prison, and that she 
would be one of its foremost inmates along with her ten-year old daughter, Little Rose.  Rose operated a ring of twelve spies 
in the Capitol and was instrumental in transmitting the Union plans for First Manassas to Jefferson Davis.  This gave President 
Davis time to move troops from the Valley, under Joseph Johnson to assist General Beauregard at Manassas.  Rose was 
soon arrested by the detective Allan Pinkerton, held for several months under house arrest, but later transferred to the Old 
Capitol Prison, formerly the Old Capitol Boarding house.  After several months she was exchanged.  She then traveled to 
Europe, wrote a book about her experiences as a spy, met Queen Victoria and Napoleon III and his wife.  She drowned while 
trying to escape recapture by a Federal Blockade ship.  She is buried in Wilmington, North Carolina. 
The second spy, also a southerner, was Belle Boyd, known as the Cleopatra of the South.  Belle entered the fray on July 4, 1861 by shooting a federal soldier.  The soldier along with 
several other drunken Union soldiers entered the house to place a Federal flag atop the house.  They became abusive toward Belle’s mother, so she shot one of them.  A Federal inquiry 
cleared her because the soldiers were drunk (against orders) and had entered a private dwelling (also against orders).  This started Belle on her spy career.  She later overheard federal 
plans for evacuating and passed the information to General Jackson via Turner Ashby.  Following the War, in 1886, Belle began traveling the country giving dramatic lectures on her life 
as a spy.  On one of these tours to the Wisconsin Dells she died at the age of 56.  Members of the local Grand Army of the Republic post buried her in the Spring Grove Cemetery. 
The third spy, this time for the Union was Elizabeth Van Lew, of Richmond, Virginia.  She was born in Richmond and lived to be 82 years old, dying in Richmond in 1900.  Elizabeth was 
a Quaker with strong anti-slavery views.  On session Elizabeth, soon to be called “Crazy Betty” and “Crazy Bet” joined a Unionist underground movement.  The movement provided food, 
medicine, and clothing to Federal officers held in Libby prison.  She also operated a lending library for the prisoners which she used to smuggle out information past the guards.  She 
would then transmit the information to Fort Monroe.   
 
She was also involved in the Dahlgren affair.  Colonel Dahlgren led a small party to assassinate President Davis and other Confederate leaders.  He was killed by Confederate soldiers 
before his group could carry out their plan.  Van Lew’s group recovered Dahlgren’s body from where Confederate authorities buried it and relocated it to the Van Lew farm.  After the war 
Elizabeth notified Admiral Dahlgren of the U.S. Navy to return the body.  Colonel Dahlgren has the distinction of being buried four times.  Once by the roadside where he was killed, once 
secretly by the Confederate authorities, once by Van Lew and her assistants, and finally by his father, Admiral Dahlgren. 
Elizabeth also managed to place an agent in President Davis’s White House.  Mary E. Bowser, a former Van Lew family slave was  able to collect information from conversations and 
documents and provide them to Van Lew, who forwarded them the Federal authorities. 
Following the war, during the Grant Administration, Elizabeth served as postmaster for Richmond.  She died alone in 1900 with her 40 cats. 
Our final spy, for the Union, is Emma Edmonds, aka Private Frank Thompson.  When her boyfriend enlisted in the 2nd Michigan, Emma cross-dressed as a male and enlisted too.  She 
served around the Richmond area where she volunteered to enter Confederate lines and collect information.  On her first mission she dyed her skin using silver nitrate and dressed in 
contraband clothes and entered Confederate lines to work on parapets as a free black.  She returned to Federal lines with information about the parapets and number and caliber of guns.  
Edmunds carried out two more missions around Richmond before being transferred with the 2nd Michigan to Louisville, Kentucky.  Later at Vicksburg she would contract malaria.  Not 
wanting to be examined by an Army physician, she deserted.  When recovered she went to Washington D.C. and worked as a nurse. 
Many people knew of her cross-dressing and spying, and after the war lobbied Congress to change her status about desertion.  She was later given a pension for her service. 
The question arises as to which of these woman spies enhanced their resume about their spying activities.  It was Emma Edmonds.  Muster rolls for the 2nd Michigan show Private Frank 
Thompson present for duty at a time she claimed to have been on a spy mission.  
Walter also informed the camp that the International Spy Museum in Washington D.C., has a traveling exhibition that opens at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum (Illinois Gallery) 
in Springfield that runs March 27 through January 24, 2021.  The critically acclaimed national exhibit is about spies, traitors, and saboteurs in America.  Cost is between $12-$15.  Given 
the changing situation with the Coronavirus one should call (217) 558-8844 to ensure that the exhibit is open to the public. 

 
BENEDICTION:     Chaplain Biekert delivered the benediction. 

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING:  None until further notice.   

  Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

   Gale F. Red 
   Adjutant 

 

 

 

Walter Hall 

 

 

Mary Biekert 
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80 Acres of Hell – Camp Douglas 

      Many have heard of Andersonville and alleged allegations of mistreatment of Union POW's, but none come 

worse than that of Camp Douglas, a prisoner-of-war camp in Chicago, Illinois during the War for Southern 

Independence, or known as the Civil War, that held over a conservative number of 18,000 Confederate POWs. 

In 1861, a tract of land at 31st Street and Cottage Grove Avenue in Chicago was provided by the estate of 

Stephen A. Douglas for a Union Army training post. The first Confederate prisoners of war—more than 7,000 

from the capture of Fort Donelson—arrived in February 1862.  

 

 
 

      Eventually, over 18,000 Confederate soldiers passed through the prison camp, which eventually came to be 

known as the North's "Andersonville" for its inhumanity. It is estimated that from 1862–65, more than 6,000 

Confederate prisoners died from disease, starvation, and the cold weather, although as many as 1,500 were 

reported as "unaccounted." The largest number of prisoners held at one time was 12,000 in December 1864. 

Accounts vary as to precise numbers. According to "80 Acres of Hell," a television documentary produced by 

A&E and the History Channel, the reason for the uncertainty is that many records were destroyed after the war. 

The documentary also alleges that, for a period of time, the camp contracted with an unscrupulous undertaker 

who sold some of the bodies of Confederate prisoners to medical schools and had the rest buried in shallow 

graves without any coffin. Some were even dumped in Lake Michigan only to wash up on the shore. Many, 

however, were initially buried in unmarked pauper's graves in Chicago's City Cemetery (in today's Lincoln 

Park), but were re-interned after the war in 1867 at Oak Woods Cemetery (5 miles south of Camp Douglas). 

 

      Between 1862 and 1865, there were some half dozen commanders in charge of Camp Douglas. According 

to the A&E documentary mentioned in the above paragraph, two of these commanders were so inhumane that 

they made this camp worse than any other prisoner-of-war camp in the Civil War. The last commander of the 

camp, Col. (later Brigadier General) B.J. Sweet, denied any fruit or vegetables to the prisoners and has been 

blamed for the rampant spread of scurvy among prisoners during his tenure. Although some still maintain that 

Sweet reacted to a genuine threat when he demanded and received permission to put the entire city of Chicago 

under martial law in 1864--allegedly because civilians were planning to free the camp's prisoners--others believe 

that this threat was bogus and that Sweet used it as a pretext to arrest individuals whose only crime was criticism 

of the camp's inhumane conditions. Several of these civilians, including the wife of a prominent Chicago 

attorney, were put in the camp with the prisoners of war. They were tried and convicted before a military tribunal 

in Cincinnati, Ohio. At least two of these civilians died in the camp.  Another committed suicide while awaiting 

trial in Cincinnati. In 1866, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the trial had been unconstitutional. 

 

http://www.historychannel.com/global/listings/episode_detail_date.jsp?asof=06/26/2006+08:00AM&page=search
http://www.graveyards.com/IL/Cook/oakwoods/confederate.html
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      The camp was called "80 Acres of Hell" by many of the captured soldiers. Inmates were deprived of blankets, 

medical treatment, and food. To the immediate south of the camp stood the University of Chicago, from which 

seminary students provided charitable aid to the prisoners when allowed to do so by the camp commanders. At 

one point, some prisoners ate a dog, and even rat meat came to be regarded as a delicacy. The president of the 

U.S. Sanitary Commission once inspected the prison and gave a report of an "amount of standing water, of 

unpoliced grounds, of foul sinks, of general disorder, of soil reeking with miasmic accretions, of rotten bones and 

emptying of camp kettles.....enough to drive a sanitarian mad." The barracks were so horrendous, he said, that 

"nothing but fire can cleanse them." 

 

       Although, during the first year or so of the camp's existence a number of prisoners of war were allowed to 

buy their way out of the camp, this means of escape was eventually cut off. The only way out, aside from escape, 

was to pledge loyalty to the United States and agree to fight for the Union. Many soldiers took this oath and were 

sent to fight Native Americans in the West. At the end of the war, only prisoners who agreed to take the oath were 

given train fare to the South. Those who still refused were forced to return home by their own means which often 

meant walking across several states.  

 

 
 

       A personal experience of being a POW at Camp Douglas is available at a webpage by Michael Gay, a 

descendent of Milton Asbury Ryan of the 14th Mississippi Infantry Regiment, Experience of a Confederate 

Soldier in Camp and prison in the Civil War 1861-1865  

After the war, the camp was discontinued and the infamous barracks and other buildings demolished. Today, 

modern condominiums fill most of the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Reading 

To Die in Chicago: Confederate prisoners at Camp Douglas, 1862-1865. 1994. by Levy, George, Evanston Pub. 

Co., Evanston, IL  

A Civil War Prison Camp by the Lake: Camp Douglas in Chicago, Illinois 1993. by Fulton, Lori Renee. 

Master's Thesis, IL State Univ. 

A History of Camp Douglas, Illinois, Union Prison, 1861-1865. 1989. by Kelly, Dennis. National Park Service, 

Southeast Region.  

 

http://www.izzy.net/~michaelg/mar-txt.htm
http://www.izzy.net/~michaelg/mar-txt.htm
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1565543319/103-1594535-4409438?v=glance&n=283155
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8 Unusual Civil War Weapons By Evan Andrews 
 
You might think the Civil War was only fought with muskets, bayonets and cannons, but those weren’t the only deadly weapons to 

haunt the battlefields of the 1860s. The war came in the wake of the Industrial Revolution, and both the Union and the Confederacy 

experimented with strange and often gruesome new combat technologies. From early machine guns to 19th-century siege weapons, 

find out more about eight unconventional Civil War armaments. 

 

Hand grenades 

 

 

 

A Ketchum hand grenade used during the Civil War. (Minnesota Historical Society) 

While a novel idea, the explosives didn’t always work as intended. In fact, when they were bombarded with Ketchum grenades during 

an 1863 siege at Port Hudson, Louisiana, Confederate soldiers reportedly used blankets to catch the explosives before throwing them 

back at their hapless attackers. 

 

Rockets 

Rocket launchers might seem like a 20th-century phenomenon, but they made a few appearances on Civil War battlefields. 

Confederate forces reportedly experimented with Congreve rockets, a British-designed explosive that had previously seen action in 

the War of 1812. These weapons resembled large bottle rockets and were so inaccurate that they never saw widespread use. 

Meanwhile, Union forces employed the Hale patent rocket launcher, a metal tube that fired seven- and 10-inch-long spin stabilized 

rockets up to 2,000 yards. While a vast improvement on the Congreve, these projectiles were still quite unwieldy, and were only 

generally used by the U.S. Navy. 

 

Machine guns 

Colt revolvers and Springfield muskets were the Civil War’s most popular firearms, but the 

era also gave rise to some of the earliest machine guns. Of these, perhaps none is more 

infamous than the Gatling gun, a six-barreled piece that was capable of firing up to 350 rounds 

a minute. The U.S. government never ordered the Gatling in bulk, but Union General 

Benjamin Butler privately purchased several of the intimidating weapons in 1863 and later 

used them during the Petersburg Campaign. 

 

 

Other rapid-fire guns included the Williams gun—a Confederate breechloader first unveiled at the Battle of Seven Pines in 1862—

and the Billinghurst-Requa battery gun, which consisted of 25 rifle barrels arranged side by side. Viewed as too inefficient and 

unwieldy for infantry combat, these weapons were generally used for guarding bridges and other strategic locations. 

 

 

 

The storming of Fort Wagner in 1863. 

Calcium floodlights would be used in the siege that 

followed.  (Library of Congress) 

 

Civil War soldiers were known to make jury-rigged explosives using assortments of fuses and 

gunpowder, but the conflict also saw advances in the design and manufacture of hand grenades. 

The most popular model was the Union-issued Ketchum grenade, a projectile explosive that was 

thrown like a dart. The grenades came in one-, three- and five-pound models equipped with 

stabilizer fins and a nose-mounted plunger. Upon impact, the plunger would detonate a 

percussion cap and ignite a deadly supply of gunpowder. 

 

 

Illustration of a Gatling gun. 

(Illustrated London News/Hulton 
Archive/Getty Images) 

 

 

http://www.history.com/news/history-lists/author/evan-andrews
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Landmines 

Mines—or “torpedoes,” as they were then known—were largely a Confederate weapon. Originally developed by General Gabriel J. Rains, 

these antipersonnel explosives were typically iron containers rigged with gunpowder, a fuse and a brass detonation cap. Rains first used 

the subterranean booby traps in 1862 during the Peninsula Campaign, and later buried thousands more around Richmond and in various 

parts of the Deep South. In fact, some of these still-active landmines were only recovered in Alabama as recently as the 1960s. 

While they proved an intimidating method of psychological warfare, landmines were often viewed as an unethical form of combat. Union 

General George B. McClellan denounced them as “barbarous,” and Confederate General James Longstreet briefly banned their use.  

Perhaps their most vociferous critic was Union General William T. Sherman, who lost several troops to underground landmines during 

his famous March to the Sea. Decrying the use of mines as “not warfare, but murder,” Sherman reportedly forced his Confederate prisoners 

to march at the head of his column so that they might trigger any hidden “land torpedoes.” 

 

Underwater mines 

Along with landmines, the Civil War was also a major testing ground for underwater mines. Both sides mined harbors and rivers with 

torpedoes, but the Confederacy enjoyed greater success. Starting in 1862 with the sinking of the ironclad Cairo, Confederate torpedoes 

destroyed dozens of Union ships and damaged several others. Union torpedoes, meanwhile, only sank six Confederate Navy vessels. 

The rebels owed their skill at underwater warfare in part to Matthew Fontaine Maury, an oceanographer who first demonstrated the use 

of mines in 1861. Maury’s “infernal machines” made the James River virtually impassable, and mines later terrorized the Union  Navy 

during battles at Mobile Bay and Charleston Harbor. The Confederacy also succeeded in using submarines to turn mines into offensive 

weapons. In 1864 the H.L. Hunley destroyed the Union sloop-of-war Housatonic after ramming it with a pole-mounted torpedo, becoming 

the first combat submarine to successfully sink an enemy ship. 

 
Calcium floodlights 

During an 1863 operation to retake Charleston Harbor, General Quincy Adams Gillmore laid siege to the Confederate stronghold at Fort 

Wagner. Gillmore’s Union guns bombarded the fort day and night with the help of a strange invention: the calcium light. Better known 

as “limelights,” these chemical lamps used superheated balls of lime, or calcium oxide, to create an incandescent glow. The lights had 

been used in lighthouses and theaters since the 1830s, but Gillmore’s engineers were the first to adapt them for combat. By shining 

calcium lights on Fort Wagner, Union forces were able to illuminate their artillery target while simultaneously blinding Confederate 

gunners and riflemen. 

Also called “Drummond lights,” these calcium floodlights were later used as searchlights to spot Confederate warships and blockade 

runners. In early 1865, a Union light even helped detect a Confederate ironclad fleet as it tried to move along the James River under cover 

of darkness. A Southern officer later noted that a planned sneak attack was made impossible in part because of the Union’s “powerful 

calcium light.” 

 

Hot air balloons 

Because they allowed generals to get an aerial view of the battlefield, Civil War balloons were primarily 

used in a reconnaissance capacity. The Union even had an official Balloon Corps headed by “Chief 

Aeronaut” Thaddeus Lowe. Under his direction, balloons were launched for scouting purposes at 

several famous engagements, including the First Battle of Bull Run and the Battles of Fredericksburg 

and Chancellorsville. In a balloon tethered to the ground with a telegraph line, Lowe was able to give 

real-time updates on troop movements, and once even directed Union artillery  

fire from the sky. 

The Confederacy also tried their hand at military ballooning, although with considerably less success. 

The South lacked the resources to make good balloons, and their one operational airship—reportedly 

made from a colorful patchwork of silk—was captured after the tugboat carrying it ran aground on the 

James River. 

 

Winans steam gun 

The Civil War produced a number of experimental cannons, machine guns and rifles, but perhaps none 

was more unusual than the Winans steam gun. Built by Ohio inventors William Joslin and Charles 

Dickinson, this massive automatic weapon sat on an armored train carriage and used steam to fire 

projectiles—supposedly at a rate of 200 a minute. 

Newspapers hailed the mysterious gun as a super weapon, but it was never actually used in combat. 

When Dickinson headed for Harper’s Ferry in May 1861—most likely to sell the gun to the 

Confederacy—Union forces intercepted him and confiscated his invention. The steam gun was later 

transferred to Fortress Monroe in Virginia before being sent to Massachusetts, where it was eventually 

scrapped. The Union Army never attempted to deploy the contraption in the field, which suggests the 

steam gun probably failed to live up to its deadly reputation. 

 

 
 

 

 

Thaddeus Lowe ascends in his balloon. 
          (Library of Congress) 

 

 

Illustration of the Winans steam gun 
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News From Around the Camp 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO A HANDSOME COUPLE 

KNIGHT DOUG & LADY BETTY LAWRENCE 

(of Keyesport IL) 

On Your 

40th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

April 27 

 

We wish you a very happy and memorable anniversary day 

and blessings of good health, wealth, and happiness. 

 

 (The camp will send a congratulatory card.) 

   

 

 

GET-WELL WISHES TO 

COMPATRIOT J. C. GIDEON 

(of Belleville IL) 

March 13 

 

J. C. had cataract surgery, and we’ve missed him 

at the meetings.  Hope he will have a quick 

recovery and be with us soon. 

Please keep him in your prayers. 

 

 (The camp sent a get-well card.) 
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CAMP CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

 

 
 

                  APRIL        MAY            JUNE 
                  1      April Fool’s Day              5      Cinco de Mayo       9      6:30 CAMP MEETING 
                  5      Palm Sunday                                  10      Mother’s Day     14      Flag Day 
              10      Good Friday            12      6:30 CAMP MEETING    20      First Day of Summer 

               12      EASTER SUNDAY            16      Armed Forces Day    21      Father’s Day 
               14      6:30 CAMP MEETING           23      MEMORIAL DAY 

    10:00 SCV Memorial (Jefferson Barracks) 

          30     10:00 SCV Memorial (Mound City IL) 
 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

      

       
  

 

 

CAMP DIXON LEADERSHIP 

 

Commander   John Douglas Stanton  Cell 618-610-6464 

1st Lt Commander  Matthew James King  Cell 510-213-1972 

2nd Lt Commander  Ronald Joseph Lakin  Cell 618-420-6358 

Advisor to the Commander John Wayne Kicklighter  618-257-9079 

Adjutant   Gale Franklin Red  Cell 618-622-8949 

Asst Adjutant   John Mitchell McKee  618-416-5072 

Chaplain   Walter Michael Biekert  618-972-8190 

Sgt of Arms   David Francis Schmitt  Cell 618-334-6148 

Program Chairman  Gale Franklin Red  Cell 618-622-8949 

Door Greeter   Lady Susan Harris  Cell 618-550-8784 

 

 

 
2      RICHARD VAUGHT   (England) 

 
18     ANDREW NOVARA (Creal Springs IL) 

 
20           STEVE WILSON (Columbia IL) 
 

25     AARON LEONARD (Flora IL) 

 

 
 

  

 

APRIL 
 

               1     J. C. GIDEON (Belleville IL) 
 
   2 NATHAN ZIEBOLD (St. Louis MO) 
 
   5 DOUG LAWRENCE (Keyesport IL) 
 
    7 JOHN KRUSE (East Setauket NY) 
 
  10 CHRIS ZIEBOLD (Chesterfield MO) 
 
   17 DON YOUNG (Advance MO) 
 
    19 JIM FULTON (Sawyerville IL) 
 
     25 CHARLES LEE (Mascoutah IL) 
 
     28 JOHN McKEE (Shiloh IL) 
 

 

 
 

 

 

A Blessed 

Happy Birthday 

To You 


