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FROM YOUR COMMANDER
Often times we fail to see the blessings in our lives.
For in the midst of our own pain we fail to realize
That God has never left our side; he’s just a prayer away …
And when we trust Him with our needs, our troubles soon will fade.
Let’s not forget to look above with thanks and gratitude …
No matter what the future holds, the Lord is there for you.

Just as the Dixon Blue Light slogan, “with God’s help, we
need not fear,” I reiterate this with all my heart and pray that
you keep God in your life. I know how important this is and
know you do too because I see it in the way you give of
yourself to your family and to the camp members. As your
Commander, I am very proud and pleased to lead you on the
2017 Confederate path of righteousness. I thank Mike and
David for accepting their leadership positions, and many
thanks to our members near and far away plus our
membership ladies. Together, we can make this camp even
better. Be proud of your heritage and please continue to
support us and all our activities in 2017. Thank you,
gentlemen and ladies.

WALTER “MIKE”
BIEKERT
New
Camp Chaplain

DAVID SCHMITT
New
Camp
Sergeant-at-Arms

Confederately,
Johnny Kicklighter
JANUARY CAMP MEETINGS
Let’s start the New Year off right and come to our first gathering
of Camp Dixon Members, Knights, Ladies & Guests
6:30 P. M.
CAMP DIXON IN BELLEVILLE
TUESDAY, Jan. 10

SQUAD EAST IN FLORA
MONDAY, Jan. 16

* * * NEXT CAMP DIXON MEETING * * *
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2017 ~ 6:30 p.m.
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ DECEMBER 13, 2017 Muster

The members and friends of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962, SCV, conducted their monthly muster at 6:40 p.m.
on December 13, 2016 at the SWIC PSOP Center, 201 North Church Street, Belleville IL, this being the 12th Muster of
the year for 2016.
CALL TO ORDER by 1st Lt Commander Ronald Lakin.
INVOCATION was given by Commander Johnny Kicklighter
PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS by 1st Lt Commander Lakin. All in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance to
the U. S. flag and saluted the Confederate flag, which were properly displayed at the meeting.
WELCOME. Lt Commander Lakin welcomed the guests: Nona Moore, Mike Biekert, Garrett Pelsh, and Kenneth
Johnson.
ROLL CALL (21). Janice Beasley, Walter “Mike” Biekert (guest), Betsy Blake, Eric Funkhouser,, J. C. Gideon, Walter Hall,
Kenneth Johnson (guest), Johnny Kicklighter, Ronald Lakin, Jim Lumma, John & Jane McKee, Dwight and Nona Moore, Garrett
Pelsch (guest), Gale and Sharon Red, Dale Rice, David Schmitt, and Phil Tate, and Steve Wilson

GROUP PHOTO (by Sharon Red, photographer)
(L-R) 1st Row (seated): Janice Beasley (with R. Lee), Betsy Blake, and Jane McKee
2nd Row: David Schmitt, Jim Lumma, Eric Funkhouser, Garrett Pelsh, Ron Lakin, Johnny Kicklighter,
Dale Rice, Steve Wilson, and Kenneth Johnson
3rd Row: Galle Red, J. C. Gideon, Dwight and Nona Moore, John McKee, Phil Tate, and Mike Biekert

PROCEDURAL BUSINESS
NOVEMBER 8 MEETING MINUTES. Motion was made to accept the minutes by J. C. Gideon, seconded by Dwight Moore.
Motion carried. Minutes accepted.
FINANCIAL REPORT (Adjutant Red). Dwight Moore made a motion to accept, seconded by Jim Lumma. Motion carried.
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ DECEMBER 13, 2017 Muster (cont’d)
OLD BUSINESS AND REPORTS FROM THE FIELD
CAMP T-SHIRTS—LONG-SLEEVE GRAY POLO (Commander Kicklighter) J. C. said 13 requested shirt with SCV logo and 8 with National
logo. Order form will be published in the next newsletter.
VACANT LEADERSHIP POSITIONS—2nd LT COMMANDER, SGT-AT-ARMS, CAMP HISTORIAN, AND GREETER) (Adjutant Red). In order
to have the organization operate, we have positions required to make this work. We have a great Commander, 1 st Lt Commander, and Adjutant,
but other positions that are open leave us rudderless, specifically the 2 nd Lt Commander, who would step in as 1 st Lt Commander if Ronnie must
step in as Commander. Chaplain: Johnny is working to fill this position. Sgt-at-Arms: Still need this filled. He is in charge of the Color Squad.
These positions make things a little nicer – with the fanfare. Dave, would like you to consider this position with your reenacting experience?
Camp Historian is needed too. Lost a lot of history when Keven Duffy passed along with his scrapbooks. If you don’t have a history, you don’t
have a future. Greeter: Ron Doran who passed away 2 years ago made people feel welcomed. We need to get back to doing this at the door.
Would like to start off in January with these positions all filled.
“CHRISTMAS IN THE CIVIL WAR” PRESENTATION TO UTZ CAMP (Adjutant Red). Walter and I presented a Christmas program in St.
Charles on Saturday, December 10. Walter was good enough to go and bring his computer on relatively short notice but his equipment pooped
out. The Utz Camp is getting to be the largest in Missouri. 35 attended (they have a total of 74 members). If you know of any organization or
group needing a speaker, please let us know.
-- Sharon Red requested contacting Barbara Kay, who previously briefed us and represented Clara Barton and also Mary Todd Lincoln. J. C.
Gideon said he will follow-up with his wife, JoAnn, and contact Barbara Kay.
NEW BUSINESS
NATIONAL WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA DAY, ALTON CONFEDERATE CEMETERY AND SMALLPOX ISLANT MONUMENT,
DECEMBER 17, 10:00 A.M. (Adjutant Red). Plan to leave my house at 9:00.
CONFEDERATE VETERAN MAGAZINE (Adjutant Red). Subscription for libraries is $10/year. Aware of two receptions to having the magazine
available. Motion passed for $20/year by Dwight Moore and seconded by J. C. Gideon. (On-line/electronic version not figured out circumstances
to an on-line magazine.)
SQUAD EAST IN FLORA IS STRUGGLING AND NEEDS SUPPORT (Adjutant Red). For 5 years, we’ve had Squad East (12 max attendance).
Walter and I have attended each meeting every month each year. The few amount of people is due to a loss of enthusiasm – there was a recent
death and one severe illness -- and personal activities have prioritized their attending the meetings. Would like two cars full of people to attend.
They meet on the third Monday of each month – leave at 4:15 from my house and return about 10:30. It’s an important commitment to keep them
afloat.
OTHER PEOPLE WANT TO DO PRESENTATIONS IN 2017? Contact Adjutant Red.
REFRESHMENTS LIST BEING PASSED AROUND. Contact Sharon Red.
PRAYER BOOK RECEIVED FROM SECRET SANTA (Commander Kicklighter). Please see me to view.
GIVEAWAYS ~ COMPLIMENTS OF JANICE BEASLEY.
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS POEM (Gale and Sharon Red).
FORMAL PRESENTATION: “Confederate Ancestor” by Compatriot Eric
Funkhouser. Eric talked at length about his ancestor, 2d Lt R. D. Funkhouser.
Excerpt of his brief on his ancestor: He was in the war of 1812, received 120 acres
as a bounty because they couldn’t pay him any other way. Was a good horseback
rider. In 1858, he was elected Captain of the Confederacy. He was a
quartermaster and served in the Army of Northern VA. He received the purple heart
(with Stonewall Jackson imprinted). He also was a POW for four to five months.
Eric also talked about his ancestry heraldry and displayed many wooden coat-ofarms plaques.
REFRESHMENTS were provided by Compatriot and Mrs. David Schmitt.
BENEDICTION was given by Chaplain Mike Biekert.
MEETING adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
NEXT MEETING will be held on Tuesday, January 10, 2017, 6:30 p.m. Presentation by Compatriots John Stanton and Justin Ottolini on their
Confederate Ancestor. Refreshments will be furnished by Compatriot John & Lady Jane McKee.

Respectfully submitted,

Gale F. Red
Adjutant
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UTZ CAMP PRESENTATION

(St. Charles MO, Saturday, December 10) Adjutant Gale Red and Compatriot Walter Hall visited the Utz Camp and
presented a program on “Christmas During the Civil War.” About 35 people were in attendance, and the briefing was well
received. Highlights of the brief follow:
For a nation torn by civil war, Christmas in the 1860s was observed with conflicting emotions. Nineteenth-century Americans embraced
Christmas with all the Victorian trappings that had moved the holiday from the private and religious realm to a public celebration. Christmas cards
were in vogue, carol singing was common in public venues, and greenery festooned communities north and south. Christmas trees stood in places
of honor in many homes, and a mirthful poem about the jolly old elf who delivered toys to well-behaved children captivated Americans on both
sides of the Mason-Dixon line. Closer to home in December 1853, Robert E. Lee’s daughter recorded in her diary that her father (then
superintendent at West Point) possessed an evergreen tree decorated with dried and sugared fruit, popcorn, ribbon, spun glass ornaments, and
silver foil. “Santa Claus” made his first public appearance in a Philadelphia department store in 1849, marking the advent of holiday
commercialism.
A number of still popular Christmas songs and carols were sung during the war years, including “Joy to the World,” “Jingle Bells,” “The
Twelve Days of Christmas,” and “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen.”
By 1860, many worried about civil unrest, fearful this Christmas would be the last before the outbreak of war. An Arkansas diarist wrote:
“Christmas has come around in the circle of time, but is not a day of rejoicing. Some of the usual ceremonies are going on, but there is a gloom on
the thoughts and countenances of all the better portion of our people.”
The 1861 Christmas season held few bright spots for Americans on either side of the conflict. By December, citizens and soldiers, Union and
Confederate, faced the sober realities of a divided nation. Battles at Manassas in Virginia and Wilson’s Creek in Missouri had resulted in more
than 5,000 dead, wounded, or missing soldiers.
The quality of a soldier’s Christmas depended on where he was. Most troops were in winter quarters, but some fighting took place in
December, principally in the Western and Trans-Mississippi theaters. Often far from supply lines, soldiers in those locations generally endured a
bleak holiday season. A typical soldier sentiment, as written by James Holloway from Dranesville VA, told his family: “You have no idea how
lonesome I feel this day. It’s the first time in my life I’m away from loved ones at home.”
On Christmas Day, most children of the soldiers went to church with their mothers and received small presents. This early in the war,
there was enough food for a special Christmas dinner too. People sang carols and tried to be cheerful. But in army camps on both sides, it was an
ordinary winter day: drilling, writing letters and bringing in firewood. In the evening, though, the cooks prepared a special meal, and often there
was singing as well as races and games. The first wartime Christmas was not a joyous one, but those that followed it would be much worse.
Winter’s icy blast came, heralding the arrival of a Christmas far away from home and family. The soldiers must share the pleasures of
the holiday amongst themselves, without loved loves, but not without some merriment. Some have brandished an axe to retrieve a Yuletide tree
for the camp, and perhaps St. Nicholas will pay a visit to these men so far from home. These men decorated the tree with pieces of hardtack and
bright paper. From modest haversacks came a feast and a bottle of spirits produced to enliven and warm the day. During the few hours of peace,
they have their celebration. A lonely young soldier raised his voice in song: “Never forget the dear ones, around the social hearth, sunny smiles of
gladness, the songs of artless mirth; other scene may woo thee, in other lands to roam, never forget the dear ones that cluster round thy home.”
Like what was true of soldiers during the Civil War, we presently have many soldiers – male and female – serving in war-like conditions in
Iraq and Afghanistan who are separated from their loved one. Given such present-day technology as the cell phone and the internet, it is hard for
us, however, to appreciate just how difficult it must have been for Civil War soldiers to be separated from their loved ones at Christmas.
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National Wreaths Across America Day
(Saturday, December 17) Camp Dixon helped further the mission of the National Wreaths Across America – remember
the fallen, honor those that served, and teach our children the value of freedom. Saturday was a very bitter cold day, but
that didn’t stop some loyal members from participating. Many thanks to Adjutant Gale and Lady Sharon Red, 1st Lt
Commander Ron Lakin, Compatriot Dwight Moore (who was also a driver), and Compatriot Dave and Mrs. Yvonne
Schmitt. They braved the frozen weather, laid wreaths, and prayed in honor of our fallen veterans in Alton IL at the
Confederate Cemetery and the Smallpox Island Monument, plus at Walnut Hill Cemetery and Sunday at Green Mount
Catholic Cemetery in Belleville IL. The following is one recited poem:
If tears could build a stairway and memories were a lane,
We would walk right up to heaven and bring you back again.
No farewell words were spoken -- no time to say goodbye
You were gone before we knew it and only God knows why.
Our hearts still ache in sadness and secret tears still flow;
What it meant to lose you -- no one will ever know.
But now we know you want us to mourn for you no more,
To remember all the happy times life still has so much in store.
Since you’ll never be forgotten -- we pledge to you today:
A hallowed place within our heart is where you’ll always stay.

Alton Confederate Cemetery

Entrance Gate
(L-R) Dwight Moore, Sharon & Gale Red, Ron Lakin,
and Dave & Yvonne Schmitt

Ron Lakin and Dwight Moore at 3d Sgt Joseph Pearson
Julian’s tombstone (the only stone at the cemetery).

FOX News Sunday with Chris Wallace – Interviewing Morrill Worcester of the Worcester Wreath Company -- December 25, 2016
The origin of “Wreaths Across America” was when Mr. Morrill Worcester made numerous wreaths and just didn't want to throw them away. He
thought of Arlington and all those graves. When the cemetery approved, he and a dozen volunteers drove the wreaths down and laid them on the headstones.
And so it continued for years until a few Christmases back when an Air Force Sgt took a picture of the Arlington graves with the beautiful wreaths adorning
each headstone and posted it on the internet ~ which went around the world.
Rest easy, sleep well my brothers.
Know the line has held, your job is done.
Rest easy, sleep well.
Others have taken up where you fell, the line has held.
Peace, peace., and farewell.

Fox News was there next year as workers at the Worcester Wreath Company loaded up 5,265 wreaths and then they embarked on what could be
called the world's longest Veterans Day parade – a 750-mile journey – at some point attracted more than a 100 vehicles. And when they got to Arlington, so
many people wanted to participate. For years, Worcester paid for all of this out of his own pocket and he started Wreaths Across America sending hundreds to
cemeteries and war memorials and across the country, but he will need help to reach his new goal – it's a tall order to decorate 2.7 million graves – but he
would like to do it. He's going to keep doing it as long as he can work and knows his family will continue it. It will be here for a long time.
This is the 25th year Morrill Worcester has taken off on his Christmas wreath project. This month more than 800,000 volunteers helped place more
than 1.2 million wreaths on veterans' graves at all 50 states and overseas. And after going to Arlington last week, Morrill dropped by to say why this project is
still growing over a quarter of a century: Morrill said: “I think it's America and what America needs to be. There are a lot of people who have roots in the
military – they have veterans that have served. They want to spend a little time remembering those people and being at the cemeteries all over the country –
just saying their names out loud and keeping their memories alive. I'm going to keep doing this as long as the Good Lord will let me – I'll do as long as I
possibly can … and then my family's behind me. They're going to keep on going – this will never stop. It's what the country's all about. We have to know
where we've been and what we've been given in order to go forward in a meaningful way – what's been given to us -- so we can have what we have all down
through the history of our country.”
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National Wreaths Across America Day (continued)

Alton
Smallpox Island
Monument
(L-R)
Yvonne & Dave Schmitt,
Gale Red,
Ron Lakin,
and Dwight Moore

Walnut Hill Cemetery, Belleville IL

Ron Lakin at Ron Doran’s grave.

H. E. Schrader’s grave.

William J. Underwood’s grave.

Hiram D. Anderson’s grave.
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The FLAG MY GRANDPA KNEW
(A poem from a facebook friend of Lady Janice Beasley)
I remember how, each morning, he’d rise before us all
And I’d hear his muffled footsteps, as he padded down the hall.
The many years he’d labored had left his body bent and gray
But Grandpa had a reason for getting up each day.
A well-worn box sat on a shelf, beside his rocking chair.
I don’t know where it came from, seems it always had been there.
Inside, the box, a tattered cloth of crimson, blue, and white
And he’d gaze at it each morning with tears that dimmed his sight.
On special days, he raised it still, on a pole outside our door
And he’d tell us kids, in reverent tones, what that tattered cloth stood for.
The red reminds me of the wheat field, where Pickett’s men were slain
When seven thousand good men fell, amidst the bloodied grain.
The blue, I guess, brings back to mind, the loneliness and cold
Of a Shenandoah winter, a thousand miles from home,
And the pure white stars, well, they’re Generals, for Jackson, Stuart, and Bee
And that big one in the middle there is for Robert Edward Lee!
Each bullet hole is a battle won, each tear is a comrade lost.
Each stain is for a wounded friend, who paid the final cost.
Ol’ Grandpa must have loved that flag, he stayed near it every day
And so Grandpa took it with him when he finally passed away.
And if there’s a flagpole up in heaven, there’s no tear in Grandpa’s eye
‘Cause I know he’s back in uniform, and his beloved flag flies high!
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THINKING OF YOU
Though your smile is gone forever,
And your hand we cannot touch,
We still have many memories
Of the one we loved so much.
Your memory is our keepsake,
With which we’ll never part.
God has you in His keeping,
We have you in our heart.

This is the proper moment to think of those fallen comrades and ladies we have lost this year and over
time. Hope the Good Lord is blessing them and they have entered the Confederate gates of heaven with a
warm welcome home. They are gone but will never be forgotten.
Kevin Duffy, October 15, 2010
Lady Pat Doran, September 7, 2011
Brett Warner, March 21, 2012
James Benedict, October 27, 2012
Ron Doran, March 24, 2015
Bill Beasley, April 17, 2015
C. F. Marley, February 17, 2016
Joe Loper, March 18, 2016
Rob Mestas, June 23 2016
Vernon DeSelms, August 14, 2016

THANK YOU
When you receive a gift from a neighbor or a friend,
You do the proper thing – a thank-you note you send.
When you need some assistance for a task that you must do
and someone lends a hand, you gladly say, “Thank you.”
If ever you’re rejected, if there’s sadness you must bear,
To those who ease your burden, just say “thank you” for their care.
And when your trials are over and devotedly you pray,
Don’t ask for many other things, just say “thank you” for this day.
You see, each blessing is a gift that comes from up above.
God knows exactly what you need, just say “thank you, Lord,” with love.
And don’t forget the greatest gift – on the cross you’ve been forgiven.
Just say “thank you, Lord, for Jesus, Thy Son sent here from Heaven.”

This is the proper moment to thank all of you who keep connected via e-mail and reading of the
newsletter. Even though you’re not close enough to attend meetings or activities, you are always by our
side in spirit and always in our heart. Thank you for your undying support and continued membership.
God bless you always but especially in the New Year.
Jacob Bailey
Travis Conner
Robert Gray
David Haake
Roger & Carole Heinrich
Amzy Hibler
Tyler Jacobs
James Johnson

John Kruse
Walter LeGette
John Loper
John Massey
Ronnie Ottinger
Dennis Palmer
Steven Pike
William Presley

Curles Reeson
Matthew Reeson
James Richardson
David Runnels
Arthur Tulak
Richard Vaught
Kevin Wicker
Jason Ziebold
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE CAMP
A WARM WELCOME TO WALTER “MIKE” BIEKERT AS OUR NEW CAMP
CHAPLAIN. Mike is currently the pastor of the Shiloh Assembly of God Church
and will be an excellent Christian asset to Camp Dixon. He and his wife, Mary Beth,
just celebrated their 35th wedding anniversary.
Please welcome Mike and enjoy his first invocation at the January meeting.

A WARM THANK-YOU TO COMPATRIOT DAVID SCHMITT FOR BEING
OUR NEW SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. David will meet and greet you as you
enter the meeting room, so give him a friendly handshake and tell him how
happy you are to greet him back.

WHAT A HANDSOME HOLIDAY
VICTORIAN COUPLE . . .
COMPATRIOT JOHN & LADY JANE McKEE
IN
LEBANON IL
They graced Lebanon with their authentic Victorian garb and received
many compliments as best dressed (and rightfully so).
Proud of you, John and Jane.

DECEMBER 28
BELATED ANNIVERSARY CONGRATULATIONS
TO
COMPATRIOT DWIGHT AND MRS. NONA MOORE
We didn’t know of their anniversary at the time the December Blue Light was
published, but they happily celebrated their 48th Wedding Anniversary last
month. We thank them for being such wonderful supporters to the camp.
They are planning an anniversary trip to Hawaii this month, and we wish
them well. (The camp sent a congratulatory card).

GET-WELL WISHES TO ADJUTANT GALE RED, who was hospitalized from December 26-30 for bronchitis. Please pray for him to get, feel
and stay healthy.
JANUARY 28
ANNIVERSARY CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
COMMANDER & LADY KICKLIGHTER
WHO WILL CELEBRATE
THEIR 44th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Thank you, Johnny and Chris, for your leadership and camp
support. Hope you have many more happy and healthy
years together.

(The camp will send a congratulatory card).
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CAMP CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JANUARY

JANUARY

1

HAPPY NEW YEAR

10

6:30 BELLEVILLE CAMP DIXON MEETING

16

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BIRTHDAY

16

6:30 FLORA SQUAD EAST MEETING

20

INAUGURATION DAY (12:00)

FEBRUARY
14

VALENTINE’S DAY

14

6:30 BELLEVILLE CAMP DIXON MEETING

20

PRESIDENTS’ DAY

20

6:30 FLORA SQUAD EAST MEETING

1

Justin Ottolini
(from Godfrey IL)

4

Matthew Reeson
(stationed in Germany)

9

David Runells
(from Victorville CA)

18

Bobby Samuel
(from Carterville IL)

28

Robert Gray
(from Wymore NE)

MARCH
14

VALENTINE’S DAY

14

6:30 BELLEVILLE CAMP DIXON MEETING

20

PRESIDENTS’ DAY

20

6:30 FLORA SQUAD EAST MEETING

Commander
1Lt Commander
2Lt Commander
Adjutant
Chaplain
Sgt at Arms
Program Chairman
Squad East Lieutenant
Squad East Chaplain
Squad East Program Chairman

CAMP DIXON AND SQUAD EAST LEADERSHIP

John Wayne Kicklighter
Ronald Lakin
VACANT
Gale Franklin Red
Walter “Mike” Biekert
David Schmitt
Gale Franklin Red
Robert Neil Marley
Sam Booth
VACANT

618-257-9079
Cell 618-420-6358
Cell 618-622-8949
618-972-8190
Cell 618-334-6148
Cell 618-622-8949
Cell 618-662-4765
Cell 618-838-3053
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