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                 You are cordially invited to attend the 
                          November Camp Meeting!!! 

                          Please mark your calendar. 
 

                                         6:30 P. M. 

 
        CAMP DIXON IN BELLEVILLE     SQUAD EAST  

                 TUESDAY, the 8th               MONDAY, the 21st 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deo adjuvanti non timindin (With God’s help, we need not fear) 
THE DIXON BLUE LIGHT NEWS 

Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962   
Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV)  

www.scvcamp1962.org                 

                                                               Editor:  Lady Sharon Red, Cell 618-622-8949                                 November 2016 

 

 

 

* * *   NEXT  CAMP  DIXON MEETING   * * * 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2016 ~ 6:30 p.m. 

 

SWIC Senior Citizen Center  
201 North Church Street, Belleville 

Location:  Corner of East B and North Church Streets 
Parking Available Across the Street 

 
 

PRESENTATION:   The South’s Profit Without Honor 
SPEAKER:  Compatriot John McKee 

 
REFRESHMENTS:  Compatriot David Schmitt 

 
Please check with the receptionist about room location. 

Questions?  Call Gale Red, Cell 618-622-8949 
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FROM YOUR COMMANDER 
 

IMPORTANT THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH 
     Come on Saturday, November 5, for our annual memorial remembrance of Confederate 
veterans buried at the North Alton Confederate Cemetery.  Wear your uniforms and please 
bring your special lady, family, friends, and guests to commemorate our Confederate veterans’ 
brave efforts for the cause.  If you don’t own a uniform, please get one, or dress respectfully for 
the memorial.  SHOW TIME: 10:30 a.m. (STARTS: 11:00 a.m.) on November 5.  Hope you 
won’t disappoint us and will be there! 
     Don’t forget to vote for our next President on November 8.  Remember this is your 
right and privilege to make our country great again. 
     Also on November 8, please come to this month’s meeting.  Your attendance is very 
important, and we look forward to being with you.  
     Don’t forget to remember all our Veterans on the 11th – without them this USA would 
not enjoy the freedom or be free to live the proud American life. 
     Be thankful and celebrate Thanksgiving Day on the 24th be it with loved ones, such as 
family, friends, and fellow camp members.  We have a lot to be grateful for and need to praise 
The Lord for his many blessings bestowed upon us.  God bless to all. 

Confederately, 
 

Johnny Kicklighter 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.scvcamp1962.org/
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 CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ OCTOBER 11, 2016 Muster 

The members and friends of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962, SCV, conducted their monthly muster at 6:40 p.m. 
on October 11, 2016 at the SWIC PSOP Center, 201 North Church Street, Belleville IL, this being the 10th Muster of the 
year for 2016. 
 
CALL TO ORDER by 1st Lt Commander Ronald Lakin.        
 

INVOCATION was given by Commander Johnny Kicklighter 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS by 1st Lt Commander Lakin.  All in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the U. S. flag and saluted the Confederate flag, which were properly displayed at the meeting.  

 

COMMANDER’S WELCOME.  Commander Kicklighter welcomed the guests: Lois Young, Alex Young (who will soon 
be transferring in), and Mike Biekert. 
 
ROLL CALL (20).  Walter “Mike” Biekert (guest), Bill Boyd, Eric Funkhouser, J. C. Gideon, Walter Hall, Bob Herr, Johnny 
Kicklighter, Ronald Lakin, David McAuley, John & Jane McKee, Mark Morgan, Ralph Oelschlager, Gale & Sharon Red 
(photographer), Dale Rice, John Stanton, Alex Young (guest), and Harris & Lois Young. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROCEDURAL BUSINESS 
SEPTEMBER 13 MEETING MINUTES.  Motion was made to accept the minutes by John McKee, seconded by Bob Herr.  Motion 
carried.  Minutes accepted. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT (Commander Kicklighter for Adjutant Red).  John McKee made a motion to accept, seconded by Ralph 
Oelschlager.  Motion carried. 
 

 
 

 

 

Kodak Moment of Camp Dixon Meeting Attendees (by Gale Red, photographer) 
(L-R)  1st Row (seated):  Ralph Oelschlager, Lois and Harris Young, and Jane McKee 

2nd Row:  Sharon Red, Eric Funkhouser, Alex Young, Ron Lakin, Johnny Kicklighter, Dale Rice, and Bob Herr 
3rd Row:  J. C. Gideon, Mark Morgan, David McAuley, John Stanton, Bill Boyd, John McKee, and Mike Biekert 
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ OCTOBER 11, 2016 Muster (cont’d) 

 
OLD BUSINESS AND REPORTS FROM THE FIELD 

SMITHTON CEMETERY MEMORIAL (lst Lt Commander Lakin).  Camp Dixon was represented by Adjutant Red, J. C. Gideon, Jim 
Lumma, and myself).  Smithton newspaper documented the memorial media coverage.  Great ceremony but two Dixon members (J. 
C. and Jim) passed out from heat exhaustion.   
FOLLOW-UP ON CAMP T-SHIRTS (Compatriot J. C. Gideon).  The committee decided on a gray polo shirt (sample shown at 
meeting).  Proposed logo will be THE 1st National LOGO WITH “Camp Dixon” or the SCV logo with “Camp Dixon.”  John McKee, a 
member of both the Hecker and Dixon camps, said the Hecker camp has a shirt with their logo and name embroidered costing $20 + 
$5 shipping.  A talley taken during the meeting revealed some members would purchase both shirts, so J. C. will check with the shirt 
company if this is feasible.  The SCV web site price is $35.  More info to come. 
 
ALTON CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL (Commander Kicklighter).  Changed from October 8 to November 5, 2016, 11:00 a.m. at the 
North Alton Confederate Cemetery.   
 

NEW BUSINESS 
EVERYONE RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER?  If not, please advise. 
 

 
 
 
FORMAL PRESENTATION:  “His Final Home:  President Davis 
and Beauvoir” by Compatriot Mark Morgan.  Mark visited Beauvoir 
during a business trip in Mississippi and was impressed by the 
elegance and grandeur of the mansion and grounds.  The estate had 
been extensively damaged by Hurricane Katrina but the renovation 
was successful in restoring it to its original state.  Many artifacts were 
lost in the storm but a visitor today can get a very good idea of the 
estate during the time that President Davis lived there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFRESHMENTS were provided by Adjutant Gale & Lady Sharon Red. 
 
BENEDICTION was given by Commander Kicklighter.  
 
MEETING adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING will be held on Tuesday, November 8, 2016, 6:30 p.m.  Presentation by Compatriot John McKee “The South’s 
Profit Without Honor.”  Refreshments will be furnished by Compatriot David Schmitt. 
 

               Respectfully submitted, 

 Gale F. Red 

 Adjutant 

 
 

 



 4 

 SQUAD EAST MEETING MINUTES ~ OCTOBER 17, 2016 Muster 
The members and friends of Squad East, SCV, conducted their monthly muster on October 17, 2016 at Anthony’s Wild West 
Restaurant in downtown Flora IL. 
CALL TO ORDER 6:45 by Lt Robert Marley.        
INVOCATION was given by Adjutant Gale Red. 
PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS was led by Adjutant Red and Lt Marley.  All in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the U. S. flag and saluted the Confederate flag, which were properly displayed at the meeting.  

WELCOME.  Lt Marley welcomed the guests: Cindy DeSelms and her brother-in-law/sister-in-law, Mark and Donna DeSelms. 
ROLL CALL (7).  David Ash, Walter Hall, Robert Marley, Dwight Moore (guest speaker), Gale Red, Larry Weber, and John 
Winterfeld.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROCEDURAL BUSINESS 
JUNE 20, 2016 MEETING MINUTES.  Motion maded to accept the minutes by David Ash, seconded by Larry Weber.  Motion 
carried.  Minutes approved by membership. 

OLD BUSINESS 
RETRIEVAL OF VETERANS GRAVES IN CLAY COUNTY (Cindy DeSelms).  Vernon was successful in gathering some he layed.  
Believe Pat Booth was not in possession of the recovered flags. 
ALTON CEMETERY MEMORIAL TO BE HELD NOVEMBER 5 (Adjutant Red).  Encourage all to attend. 
 
 
 
 
FORMAL PRESENTATION:  “The Confederate Constitution” by 
Compatriot Dwight Moore (in photo at right). Details of his brief can 
be found in the Blue Light edition of July 2016.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION was given by Adjutant Red. 
MEETING adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
NEXT MEETING TENTATIVELY scheduled for Monday, November 21, 2016, 6:30 p.m.  Presentation by Adjutant Red on the 
Impact of Railroads During the Civil War.   
 

               Respectfully submitted, 

 Robert N. Marley 

 Lieutenant 
 

 

 

 

Squad East Meeting Attendee Kodak Moment 

(L-R) 1st Row:  Donna DeSelms, 
Bob Marley, and David Ash 

2nd Row:  Larry Weber, Cindy DeSelms, Mark 
DeSelms, John Winterfeld, and Dwight Moore 

 (Gale Red, photographer) 

 

 



 5 

  

 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) 

 Dept of IL Mid-Term Encampment 
 (Saturday, October 22, 2016, Silver Creek Restaurant, Belleville IL)  The SUVCW Department of Illinois 

held their mid-term encampment, and among the program events were Opening remarks by Paul Zeien (also a member of Camp 
Dixon), Roll Call of Officers and Camps, procedural topics, and various guest speakers, including Commander Gale Red.  Gale was 
also very proud to share the event with combo members of the SUVCW and SCV, honorably mentioned, Paul Zeien, John McKee, and 
John Stanton.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following are Commander Red’s remarks to this illustrious group: 
“Brothers of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, my name is Gale Red, and I am the Commander of the Illinois Division of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans.  I am honored to have the opportunity to meet with you gentlemen at your Mid-Term Department of 
Illinois Encampment. 
Our two organizations share so very much in common as we seek to preserve the history and legacy of that terrible conflict in our 
nation's War Between the States.  I am proud to work shoulder to shoulder with you as we strive to honor the brave men who joined in 
the fight with so many giving their lives.  So many others lived the remainder of their lives with bodies and lives torn apart.  Both of our 
organizations share the goal preserving the lessons of that conflict in the ultimate hope of never again having brothers and neighbors 
fight each other. 
We are in the final weeks of perhaps the most crucial Presidential election in many decades.  The stakes are very high and the country 
divided more so than since the World Wars of the last century.  More than ever, we need to stand together to save our nation.  We need 
to encourage our neighbors to go to the polls with us to vote for the future of our nation.  We must help preserve the legacy our 
ancestors fought so valiantly for. 
I am so proud of the interplay between our organizations and those men who are members of both groups -- men like Paul Zeien, Harry 
Reineke, John McKee, John Stanton, and others who love and work for the good of both groups.  I am proud, too, when I hear of the 
cooperation and efforts to help honor the veterans of both sides we represent.  We, the Sons of Confederate Veterans, thank you -- the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War -- for your support of our cause as we are engage in a struggle against those who would seek 
to destroy not only Southern history but now also the symbols and heroes of American history.  Our history is not for sale and cannot be 
allowed to be taken away.  May God bless us as we fight together to preserve America. Thank you for the opportunity to meet with 
you today.  May God bless us all.” 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Group photo (minus those who had to depart early). 

(L-R)  Jim Lyon, Gale Red, Harry Reineke & Paul Zeien 
with the SUVCW resolution presented to the Illinois Division, SCV. 

Illinois Division SCV Commander Gale Red  
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            So You Want To Trash The Confederate Battle Flag 
                                               By Rev. Bobby Samuel 
                                                      October, 2016 
 

     The above political cartoon has been the inspiration for this essay. I trust that this essay will help with the 

understanding of events 150 years and the consequences that continue to today.   

     If you believe that the Civil War was fought by the Northern people to save the Union and abolish slavery 

and that the Southern people fought to secede which was treason and to preserve slavery, you would agree 

with a majority of Americans. But, would you be right? And, does it make a difference? Is it even relevant and 

worthwhile to spend any time on nowadays? 

     Let us take a look at that conflict. The people of the North strongly teach that they had the moral high 

ground by being for the Union and against slavery and that the Southern people were for slavery and 

treasonously seceded to preserve it. Very simply, the Civil War or The War Between The States was not 

particularly fought over slavery because the Northern people were just as much, if not more so, involved in the 

institution of slavery (they built the ships that transported the Africans, had the banks that financed the 

institution, and the insurance companies that insured the institution) as the Southern people. Secession was 

taught as a doctrine at West Point. The founding fathers bequeathed this solution of solving unresolvable 

political problems to the new nation and both sides knew it. So what was the war fought over? I found the 

answer in two sources. Jefferson Davis (U. S. Senator, U. S. Secretary of War and President of the Confederate 

States of America) wrote, “To preserve a sectional equilibrium and to maintain the equality of the States was 

the effort on one side, to acquire an empire was the manifest purpose on the other” (introduction to The Rise 

and Fall of the Confederate Government, Volume 1, 1881).  Anne Farrow, Joel Lang, and Jenifer Frank wrote, 

“Complicity reveals the cruel truth about the Triangle trade of molasses, rum, and slaves that lucratively linked 

the North to the West Indies and Africa; discloses the reality of Northern empires built on profits from rum, 

cotton, and ivory-and run, in some instances, by abolitionists; and exposes the thousand- acre plantations that 

existed in towns such as Salem, Connecticut” (front flyleaf of Complicity: How the North Promoted, Prolonged, and 

Profited from Slavery, 2005). 
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      If this revelation does not convince you and you still want to trash the Confederate Battle flag, let me share 

with you just exactly what you are trashing. You are trashing a Christian and patriotic symbol of a whole section 

of the United States.  

 

     The Confederate Battle flag was a Christian symbol. The cross used was the St. Andrew’s cross. In 1896, 

when the National Cathedral was built it included stained glass windows. One is a picture of Thomas 

“Stonewall” Jackson. Next to his picture is one of Robert E. Lee. In the picture of Lee is a small Confederate 

Battle flag. Also, in Washington, D. C. is a monument to Confederate soldiers. Engraved on the monument are 

five soldiers-four are white and one is black.   

 

     Three examples of how the Christian faith was lived out during the Civil War are: the Jefferson Davis family 

adopted a Black youth named Jim Limber, Robert and Mary Lee ran their plantation-Arlington (now Arlington 

Cemetery) like a model community, and Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson taught Sunday School to an all-Black 

class. Also, during the war the Southern chaplains were very active. Because of their efforts, there were 150,000 

conversions to Jesus Christ in the Confederate armies. 

 

     Besides the white soldiers, the ethnic makeup of the Confederate armies and navies included 30,000-50,000 

Black soldiers and sailors. One such man was “Uncle Lewis.” He became a chaplain to a Tennessee unit. “Uncle 

Lewis” may have been the first Black chaplain to serve in any American army.  

 

     There were about 200,000 free Blacks in the South during the war. Many of them wanted to fight for the 

South. Frederick Douglas believed that the Negro would have made a very effective soldier. By March, 1865, 

the Confederate Congress approved of 150,000 Negro troops and tried to get them into the field before the war’s 

end. If this had happened, the ratio of Negro to White soldiers would have been about three to one. Some 

historians believe that there could not have been a Confederacy without the support of the Africans. Other 

historians believe that the slaves in the southern States of the United States were treated better than any of the 

African slaves in the rest of the world. Finally, while all the conditions were right for an African insurrection 

with most able-bodied white men off fighting, little to no civil government, and agitators stirring up insurrection 

“there was nowhere in the South even the beginning of the servile insurrection that might have been expected-

the highest tribute to the southern negro, and the southern white man, and the relations between them” (Robert 

Selph Henry, The Story of the Confederacy, p. 290).    

 

     There were other ethnic Confederates. About 3,000-5,000 Jews served in the Confederacy. One of them was 

the Secretary of War, Judah P. Benjamin. Also, there were Hispanics, American Indians, and Chinese 

Confederates. 

 

     Five great movements ushered in the birth of our nation. Peyton Randolph presided over the First Continental 

Congress which sent to the English King our declaration of rights. Patrick Henry was the leader of our armed 

resistance. Thomas Jefferson was the author of our Declaration of Independence. George Washington was the 

Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army. James Madison was the father of the adoption of the 

Constitution. Randolph, Henry, Jefferson, Washington, and Madison were all Southern men.  

 

     Other contributors to America’s growth and greatness were Thomas Jefferson who promoted the Louisiana 

Purchase which nearly doubled the size of the United States, Andrew Jackson who led our armies to victory at 

New Orleans, James Knox Polk who guided our government during the Mexican War and secured about one 

million miles of territory including Texas, New Mexico, and California, and Justice John Marshall who was 

chiefly responsible for the early prestige of the U. S. Supreme Court. Jefferson, Jackson, Polk, and Marshall 

were all Southern men. Also, ten of the first sixteen presidents were from the South. 
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     When Southerners look at the Confederate Battle flag, what they see is a Christian symbol which 
represents love for God, love for country, and gratitude for the men and women who had the courage and bravery 

to stand up for the form of government bequeathed to them from the founding fathers when others were trying to 

take it away. Except for the abuse of the Confederate Battle flag (which has also been done to our U. S. national 

flag), there is no reason for a Southerner to feel any emotion other than love, gratitude, and pride. 

 

    Why are the events that occurred in America 150 years ago important today? Because the issues that drove the 

conflict then are still being pressed today; one section still wants to run the whole country. It just so happens that 

many of us still do not agree with or like what is being done to disparage and denigrate Southern heritage. 

    What is at stake? The future of our country and truth are what is at stake. Our country cannot have a righteous 

future if we do not allow truth to set us free. 
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE CAMP 

SINCERE SYMPATHY TO COMPATRIOT LARRY WEBER on the loss of his 
father who passed away September 30 and whose funeral was October 8.  We 
will keep him and his family in our thoughts and prayers.  The camp sent a 
condolence card. 
 
 
 
MORE PRAYERS NEEDED FOR ADJUTANT GALE RED since the results of 
his neck surgery were cancerous.  We can’t afford to lose this valuable asset, so 
please ask the Lord to really slow down his leukemia in a hurry. 
 
 
 
GET-WELL WISHES TO KNIGHT RALPH OLESCHLAGER who is 
recovering from cataract surgery.  Knee surgery is planned for the future so 
keep him in your prayers for a quick recovery. 
 
 
 
COMPATRIOT HAM LEMMER is slowly recovering but more prayers wouldn’t 
hurt.  Look forward to seeing him at the next meeting.   
 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO LADY JANICE BEASLEY for winning Second 
Place in the Grand Dame Indiana shooting match in October. 
 
 
 
COMPATRIOT JOHN McKEE appreciates your concern, thoughts and prayers 
regarding his health issues.  His condition is improving, and hope he will regain 
full health in the near future. 
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CAMP CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

               
 
 
 
              NOVEMBER 
 
 

 

1 ALL SAINTS DAY 

5         11:00   ALTON MEMORIAL SERVICE 

6 DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 

8 ELECTION DAY (VOTE) 

8         6:30   BELLEVILLE CAMP DIXON MEETING 

11 VETERANS DAY 

21       6:30   FLORA SQUAD EAST MEETING 

24 THANKSGIVING 

 

 

              DECEMBER 
 
 

 

13         6:30   BELLEVILLE CAMP DIXON MEETING 

19       6:30   FLORA SQUAD EAST MEETING 

25 CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

      

                            

 

 

 

 

                              N O V E M B E R 

 

 

1    Compatriot Pat Booth 

   (from Flora  IL) 

 

3    Compatriot Talley Bailey 

   (from Chepachet RI) 

 

4    Lady Janice Beasley 

   (from Walsh  IL) 

 

9    Compatriot Reagan Harris Young 

   (from Collinsville  IL) 

 

11   Compatriot Don Carnley 

   (from Highland  IL) 

 

13   Compatriot Dale Halemeyer 

   (from Golden Eagle  IL) 

 

14   Compatriot Jeffry Barnes 

   (from O’Fallon  IL) 

 

24   Compatriot Amzy Hibler 

   (from TX) 

 

28 Compatriot Larry Weber 

   (from Effingham  IL) 

 

30   Compatriot Steve Wheat 

   (from Smithton  IL) 

 

 

 CAMP DIXON AND SQUAD EAST OFFICERS 
Commander                            John Wayne Kicklighter     618-257-9079 
1Lt Commander               Ronald Lakin              Cell 618-420-6358 
2Lt Commander               VACANT            
Adjutant               Gale Franklin Red             Cell 618-622-8949 
Chaplain               VACANT            
Sgt at Arms               VACANT 
Program Chairman              Gale Franklin Red             Cell 618-622-8949 
Squad East Lieutenant            Robert Neil Marley             Cell 618-662-4765 
Squad East Chaplain               Sam Booth                    Cell 618-838-3053 
Squad East Program Chairman     VACANT 

 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 


