
COMPATRIOT

Deo adjuvanti non timindin (With God’s help, we must not fear)

THE DIXON BLUE LIGHT NEWS
Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962

Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV)
www.scvcamp1962.org

Editor: Lady Sharon Red, Cell 618-622-8949 January 2016

* * * Next Camp Dixon Meeting * * *
Tuesday, January 12, 2016 ~ 6:30 p.m.

SWIC Senior Citizen Center
201 North Church Street, Belleville

Location: Corner of East B and North Church Streets
Parking Available Across the Street

PRESENTATION: “Confederate Uniforms”
SPEAKERS: 1st L Commander Ron Lakin

& 2d Lt. Commander Jake Fortner

REFRESHMENTS: Compatriot Phil Tate

Please check with the receptionist about room location.
Questions? Call Gale Red, Cell 618-622-8949
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VOTE FOR COMMANDER, 1st LT CMDR, & ADJUTANT ON ELECTION DAY
TUESDAY, 6: 30 P. M., JANUARY 12th CAMP DIXON MEETING

If you wish to run for office, please contact Camp Adjutant ASAP.

REMEMBER TO ATTEND 6:30 P. M. SQUAD EAST MEETING IN FLORA ON MONDAY, JAN. 18

From Your Commander

Thinking about the past year, I
want to thank you for your support
and camp involvement. I’m looking
forward to the New Year to be with
you, because I am grateful for the
opportunity to be your commander.
There’s no better group of people I
am grateful to than you, for giving
me your confidence, and an
opportunity to serve you. Indeed,
it is my pleasure to be your camp
leader! Please remember to
continue to be proud of your
heritage and display the
Confederate flag. Hope you and
your family have a wonderful year
filled with God’s blessings of good
health, joy, and true meaning.

Confederately,

Johnny Kicklighter

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

STEVE
SLAUGHTER

ROBERT GRAY

BEN STETSON
& his sons,

BEN & ANDREW

(more info on page 8)

Cordially invite you to attend the Camp’s Spring Ball (Page 10)

STEVE SLAUGHTER ROBERT GRAY

BEN STETSON BEN RYAN STETSON ANDREW STETSON
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(Chatham IL, Saturday, December 5, 2015) Adjutant Gale Red traveled north to begin preparations for
creating a new camp in the Springfield IL area (to be named by camp members). Potential camp
membership will include John Bybee, Ben Stetson and his sons (Ben Ryan and Andrew), Howie Thornley,
Bill Decker, Ed Stanfield, and Steve Slaughter. At 1:00 p.m., Gale presented an SCV-101 briefing to
introduce the new members to the operation and organization of the SCV, then discussed the proposed camp
constitution and charter. A follow-up meeting is scheduled for January 9, 2016.

Talley Bailey from Chepachet, Rhode Island Steven Pike from Swanton, Vermont
Morgan Benjamin from Napa, Idaho Nick Presley from Macomb, Michigan
Willliam Berry from Alberta, Canada Bill Presley from Macomb, Michigan
Christopher Bribiesca from Centerton, Arizona Billy Presley from Macomb, Michigan
Travis Conner from Webster, Massachusetts Curles Reeson from Baton Rogue, Louisiana
Robert Gray from Wymore, Nebraska Greg Reeson from Germany
David Haake from Sheridan, Wyoming Matthew Reeson from Germany
Roger & Carole Heinrich from Olympia, Washington James Richardson from the West Indies
Amzy Hibler from Houston, Texas David Runells from Victorville, California
William Humphreys from Old Lyme, Connecticut Alphonse Schoots from Germany
James Johnson from Hopkinton, Massachusetts Arthur Tulak from Ewa Beach, Hawaii
John Kruse from East Setauket, New York Richard Vaught from Germany
Joe Loper from San Antonio, Texas Kevin Wicker from Illiopolis IL
John Loper from Seabrook, Texas Paul Zeien from Belvidere IL
John Massey from Harvest, Alabama Jason Ziebold from Virginia Beach, Virginia
Ronnie Ottinger from Newport, Tennessee

Many thanks to our distant members who are loyal from afar. Even though we
can’t see you at the monthly camp meetings or local planned activities, we
want you to know we appreciate you as an active member of Camp Dixon.

Members of New Camp
(L-R) John Bybee, Andrew Stetson, Howie Thorley, Bill Decker, Ben Ryan Stetson, Ben Stetson,

Ed Stanfield, and Steve Slaughter
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES ~ DECEMBER 8, 2015 Muster
The members and friends of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962, SCV, conducted their monthly muster at 6:35 p.m. on December 8,
2015 at the SWIC Senior Citizen Center, 201 North Church Street, Belleville IL, this being the 12th Muster of the year for 2015.
CALL TO ORDER by 1st Lt Commander Ron Lakin.
INVOCATION was given by Commander Johnny Kicklighter.
PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS was led by 1st Lt Commander Lakin. All in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the U. S.
flag and saluted the Confederate flag, which were properly displayed at the meeting.
WELCOME was given by Commander Kicklighter.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS. Commander Kicklighter greeted and
welcomed Barb Lumma and Jo Ann Gideon.

PROCEDURAL BUSINESS
NOVEMBER 10 MEETING MINUTES. Motion made to accept the minutes
by Jim Lumma, seconded by Dave McAuley. Motion carried. Minutes
accepted.
FINANCIAL REPORT was read by Adjutant Red – balance is $5,580.77.
Motion made by Chris Ziebold to accept, seconded by Steve Wheat.
Motion carried. Financial report accepted.
ROLL CALL (21). Janice Beasley, Bill Decker, J. C. and Jo Ann Gideon,
Walter Hall, Bob Herr, Johnny Kicklighter, Ron Lakin, Jim Lumma, Barb
Lumma (guest), David McAuley, Gale and Sharon Red, Dale Rice, Phil
Tate, Steve Wheat, Steve Wilson, Harris & Lois Young, Chris Ziebold, and
Nathan Ziebold.

COMMUNICATIONS.
Certificate of Appreciation from Sons of American Revolution (SAR) for participation in ceremony honoring Patriot Millington
Couch, November 14, 2015 (Adjutant Red). In the little town of Preston, there’s one small church and 15 tractors. Steve Wheat and I
supported them for the Revolutionary War Colonel. Nicely done ceremony. Did not fly the colors but participated in their Honor Guard and
fired muskets. Dan Crafton, an SCV member and also with the SAR, couldn’t make it tonight because of an SAR Christmas Dinner (Kevin
Monroe also attended who is absent tonight).
OLD BUSINESS/REPORTS FROM THE FIELD.
Spring Ball, April 9, 2016 (Commander Kicklighter). I plan on bringing 10 attendees. Please start making your reservations now.
Membership (Commander Kicklighter). We now have 102 SCV members and 17 Knights and Ladies of the Golden Circle.
New Camp Forming in Chatham IL (Adjutant Red). Eight members were present on December 5 at Chatham (5 miles south of
Springfield). According to Bob Decker, there was a pretty good turnout and pretty interesting. Adjutant Red said there is a Confederate
Captain buried at Chatham. In process of coming up with a Constitution and charter. This will be the first new camp in seven years!
NEW BUSINESS.
RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS (Commander Kicklighter). Don’t forget to reach out and recruit new members.
PROGRAM IDEAS (Commander Kicklighter). Please tell me what you want to see or do.
- (Janice Beasley) Please consider scheduling a Saturday field trip to the Confederate Museum.

(L-R) Seated: Janice Beasley, Jo Ann Gideon, Barb Lumma, Lois Young, and Dale Rice
Standing: Gale Red, Bill Decker, Chris & Nathan Ziebold, Bob Herr, Steve Wilson, Johnny Kicklighter, Ron Lakin,

Steve Wheat, David McAuley, Harris Young, Jim Lumma, Phil Tate, and J. C. Gideon
(Photographer: Sharon Red)
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CAMP DIXON MEETING MINUTES, DECEMBER 8, 2015 Muster (Continued)

PROGRAM IDEAS (continued).
- (Walter Hall) The Sterling Price Camp met and is reexamining continuing two gun shows in 2016 and put the flag on fertile ground.
Adjutant Red said that Camp Dixon attended gun shows for four years at Belle Clair ~ best end product was good public relations. Bob
Leckrone, in charge of the gun shows, is very Confederate friendly. He wants us there on a regular basis for each show. Need to feel
him out ~ we had the same 6-7 members coming but we need other people to help out too. (Bob Herr) Also do a gun show at Marion.
Adjutant Red said this might be worthwhile since we’re thinking of forming a southern IL camp.
- (Steve Wheat) Doing research on the banjo and guitar during the Civil War. Would like to intersperse the program with my music.
- (Bob Herr) Involved in Civil War reenacting. Looking for a Civil War reproduction gun piece. Adjutant Red recommended he get
Russell Schleicher’s phone number, and have them get together.

FORMAL PRESENTATION.
Adjutant Gale Red briefed about ST. ALBANS RAID IN VERMONT, the
northern most land action of a Confederate raid of the Civil War. St. Albans
is located 15 miles south of the Canadian border (25 miles south of
Montreal) on Lake Champlain. The raid was headed by Lt Bennett
Henderson Young, on October 18, 1864. At 3:00 p.m., Lt Bennett and his
men planned to rob three banks simultaneously and have another small
group hold/threaten a group of people that they were going to be shot. The
foundry, four blocks away, could have held 400 men to come to the rescue.
The group forced people to swear an oath of allegiance to the Confederacy,
armed with Colt revolvers (pistols) and shouted that they were going to take
the town and demanded money. The bank raids lasted only 15 minutes.
They stole $208,000 (equivalent to $25 million today). They left behind
$50,000 unable to carry it all. Raiders stole horses and headed out of
town.
In departing, they planned to burn the town down. They used bottles of Greek fire but didn’t end up burning the town at all. A posse of
40 was put together led by Captain George Conges, a Union Civil War veteran. Fourteen of the 21 raiders were captured within 24
hours. One of the intentions of the raid was to cause alarm, get the solders away from the battlefield and come home, and fund the
Confederate cause/operations.

Lt Young enlisted as a Confederate after his fiancé’ had been raped and killed by Union troops. He was very bitter. He was captured
and made his way to Canada (which was quite favorable towards the South).

Lt Young and President Davis created a diversion to have the Confederate members to go back home and rob banks to support
Confederate efforts. After the war, they escaped to Canada. An unintended consequence occurred – the support of Canadians became
bitter because of the raid; they were not happy with the Confederates. Three banks were robbed – only one remains today. Other sites
surviving the raid are Taylor Park and the American House, where some raiders stayed.
St. Albans was the largest hub outside of Wyoming for sail traffic. They were manufacturing farming equipment – a bustling community.
The first steam locomotive arrived in 1850. In that 10-year period, the economy was progressing. The St. Albans Foundry Company
(which is still there) made farming implements and employed many people ~ within shouting distance to downtown St. Albans. The
Wieden House was a prosperous hotel north of Taylor Park. The town was composed of 2,000 people.
After the war, Lt Young was not immediately pardoned and could not return to the South until 1868. He attended law school in Ireland.
When he did return, he became a lawyer, philanthropist, and entrepreneur. He was born May 25, 1843 in Nicholasville KY and died on
February 23, 1919, in Louisville (buried in Louisville). He didn’t have any regrets. His daughter visited St. Albans in 1964 by the Raid
Commemorative Committee.

REFRESHMENTS were provided by Lady Janice Beasley.

BENEDICTION by Commander Kicklighter.

ADJOURNMENT at 8:30 p.m.

NEXT MEETING. Tuesday, January 12, 2016, 6:30 p.m., same location. Presentation by 1st Commander Ron Lakin and 2d Lt
Commander Jake Fortner on Confederate Uniforms. Compatriot Phil Tate will bring refreshments.

Respectfully submitted,

Gale F. Red
Adjutant
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SQUAD EAST MEETING MINUTES ~ DECEMBER 21, 2015 Muster
Squad East, SCV, conducted their monthly muster at 6:34 p.m. on November 16, 2015 at Anthony’s Wild West Restaurant in Flora IL.
CALL TO ORDER by Lt Robert Marley. INVOCATION was given by Chaplain Sam Booth.
PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS was led by Lt Marley. All in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the U. S. flag and saluted the
Confederate flag, which were properly displayed.

PROCEDURAL BUSINESS
NOVEMBER 16 MEETING MINUTES. Motion made to accept the minutes by Gale Red, seconded by David Ash. Motion carried. Minutes
accepted. ROLL CALL (11). David Ash, Sam Booth, Vernon DeSelms, Walter Hall, Aaron Leonard, Carson Leonard, Phil Leonard, Robert
Marley, Gale Red, Larry Weber, and John Winterfeld. Guests : Anne Leonard, Kyle Leonard, Troy Leonard, Greg Metter, Toby Pearce, Dale
Weber, and Bryce Weber. OLD BUSINESS. Gale Red described some of the Camp Dixon activities: at Waterloo--they participated at the
Community Veterans Recognition, Nov. 11-–Preston IL with the SAR, Nov. 14 -- memorial at Alton, Nov. 7-- involved 23 participants.
NEW BUSINESS. Gale Red announced there will be a Lee/Jackson Ball April 9th in Belleville. Adjutant Red also announced the formation of a
new SCV Camp in Illinois at Springfield. Future Programs. Vernon said John Walsh and John’s son will possibly be delivering the December
program. David Ash has agreed to present the January meeting program.

FORMAL PRESENTATION. Compatriot Phil Leonard and Larry
Weber talked about their ancestor, Private Nicholas Barger
Leonard, Co. B, 63rd VA Infantry.
BENEDICTION. Chaplain Sam Booth provided the closing prayer.
ADJOURNMENT. Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
NEXT MEETING. Monday, January 18, 2016, 6:30 p.m., same
location.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert N. Marley
Lieutenant

Remember ~ Honor ~ Teach

(Saturday, December 12, 2015) Camp Dixon wished a Merry Christmas to our veterans by paying them
tribute on the National Wreaths Across America Day and laying complimentary Christmas wreaths at
the Alton Confederate Cemetery, Smallpox Island Monument in Alton, and the Walnut Hill Cemetery in
Belleville IL. Adjutant & Mrs. Gale Red, and his son, Chris Red (visiting from Mesa AZ)
enjoyed 71 degrees of beautiful weather while they laid wreaths and felt the veterans’ appreciation for
remembering them.

Historically, locals used the Alton Confederate Cemetery as a goat yard and the wooden crosses for
firewood. In 1909, ladies of the United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) funded the building of the
present monument, an obelisk engraved with 1,354 names of men, one woman Confederate soldier, 29
Union guards and civilians (whose names are not engraved).

They paid tribute to the only headstone present at the cemetery -- 3rd Sergeant Joseph Pearson Julian
of Company E, 10th TX Infantry, CSA (Born January 6, 1828 and died January 27, 1863).

The Alton Confederate Cemetery, Alton IL Adjutant Red and his son, Chris,
at the Alton cemetery entrance.
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According to Adjutant Red, 14,000 Confederates are buried in the state of Illinois
(the highest number in a northern state).

Remember, we are Americans by birth and Southern by the grace of God.

The obelisk monument is adorned with a
Christmas wreath that was presented by

Adjutant Red and Chris Red.

Adjutant and Mrs. Gale Red at the entrance to the
Alton Confederate Cemetery.

Adjutant Gale Red and his son, Chris Red, laid
wreaths at the Smallpox Island Monument in
Alton IL.
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SQUAD EAST CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHER ~ DECEMBER 21, 2015
The members and friends of Squad East, SCV, gathered to celebrate Christmas at 6:30 p.m. on December 21, 2015 at Anthony’s Wild West
Restaurant in Flora IL. Sam Booth led them in prayer, all recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the U. S. flag and saluted the Confederate flag,
and enjoyed a delicious dinner. Everyone engaged in catch-up conversations and then enjoyed informal presentations.

INFORMAL PRESENTATION. Gale and Sharon Red discussed Christmas during the Civil War and then recited
the Christmas poem, “Twas the Night Before Christmas,” with a Squad East flavor. Gale invited/encouraged
members and wives to attend the annual ball in Belleville on April 9, 2016.

Chaplain Sam Booth closed the event with a special holiday prayer, and everyone departed at 8:00 p.m.

NEXT MEETING. Monday, January 18, 2016, 6:30 p.m., same location. Presentation by Compatriot David Ash.
Minutes from November meeting will be presented for approval.

(December 2015, Georgia) While on a
TDY/business trip to Maxwell AFB and
Robins AFB, Compatriot Mark Morgan took
these photos of Confederate monuments:
(left) Hawkinsville GA is dedicated to the
“CSA Comrades ~ our Confederate
soldiers” and (right) Perry GA is dedicated
to the “COMRADES ~ to our Confederate
Dead, in honor of the men of Houston
County who served in the Army of the
Confederate States of America ~ those
who fought and lived and those who fought
and died. Erected by the Daughters of the
Confederacy.”

ATTENDEES
(L-R) Seated: Cindy DeSelms, Marilyn Winterfeld, Diane Ash, Pat Marley, Claire Booth, and Gale Red
Standing: Vernon DeSelms, John Winterfeld, David Ash, Bob Marley, Sam Booth, and Larry Weber
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CONGRATULATIONS TO COMMANDER & MRS. KICKLIGHTER

ON THEIR 43rd WEDDING ANNIVERSARY ON JANUARY 28 We

thank Johnny and Chris for their loyal camp support and participation
as our illustrious leader and first lady. Hope they celebrate in good
health and have many more happy years together.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER, COMPATRIOT STEVE SLAUGHTER Home Peoria IL
Occupation Retired ~ an avid historian ~ active in the Peoria Historical Society. Will be the Lt
Commander and Adjutant of new camp forming up north.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER, COMPATRIOT ROBERT GRAY Birthday January 28 Home
Grew up along the Nebraska/Kansas border. Resides in Wymore NE Family Divorced – has two
sons, Bobby, 28 (in photo), and James, 24. Education Marysville KS High School, Southeast

Community College in Milford Nebraska (Associate Degree in Applied Science in Diesel Truck
Technology). Occupations Diesel Mechanic, cross-country trucker, local trucker hauling live
chickens for Campbell’s Soup, Jack of all Trades (masonry, construction, mechanical, welding,
fabricating, electrical, wood working, metal scrapping, and farming). Ancestor His 3rd Great-
Grandfather, Private Isaac J. Gray, Morlands Regiment, Morlands Cavalry Battalion Company B.
Robert’s Comments I thank God each and every day to live in the country and to have had some
blessed adventures, being around for my boys at a time they needed me most after being
abandoned by their mom, and to have had the privilege to raise two fine young men.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER, COMPATRIOT BEN STETSON Birthday May 23. Home
Virden IL. Family Married to his lovely wife, Tammy, for 35 years. They have four children ~ 3
boys and one girl. Career/Employment Army veteran and an ordained minister. Has been

employed at Walmart for six years. Hobbies Making canes and walking sticks. Ancestor
Private Franklin Cothran, Co. B, 1st TN (Turney’s) Infantry.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER, COMPATRIOT BEN RYAN STETSON Birthday March 24.
Home Springfield IL Occupation Construction worker. Ancestor Private Franklin Cothran, Co.

B, 1st TN (Turney’s) Infantry.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER, COMPATRIOT ANDREW STETSON Birthday October 5.
Home Virden IL. Newly Engaged at Christmas. Occupation Farmer. Ancestor Private
Franklin Cothran, Co. B, 1st TN (Turney’s) Infantry.
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CAMP CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JANUARY
1 NEW YEAR’S DAY
12 6:30 CAMP DIXON MEETING
18 6:30 SQUAD EAST MEETING IN FLORA
18 Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday (HOLIDAY)

FEBRUARY
9 6:30 CAMP DIXON MEETING
10 Ash Wednesday
14 VALENTINE’S DAY
15 6:30 SQUAD EAST MEETING IN FLORA

MARCH
8 6:30 CAMP DIXON MEETING
13 Daylight Saving Time Begins
17 St. Patrick’s Day
20 PALM SUNDAY
21 6:30 SQUAD EAST MEETING IN FLORA
25 GOOD FRIDAY
27 EASTER SUNDAY

APRIL

9 6:30 CAMP DIXON’S SPRING BALL
(BELLECOURT MANOR)

12 6:30 CAMP DIXON MEETING
18 6:30 SQUAD EAST MEETING IN FLORA

JANUARY

4 Matthew Reeson
(from Germany)

9 David Runells
(from Victorville CA)

18 Bobby Samuel
(from Carterville IL)

27 Bill Decker
(from Jacksonville IL)

28 Robert Gray
(from Wymore NE)

CAMP DIXON AND SQUAD EAST OFFICERS

Commander Johnny Kicklighter 618-257-9079
1Lt Commander Ron Lakin Cell 618-420-6358
2Lt Commander Jake Fortner 618-971-8202
Adjutant Gale Red Cell 618-622-8949
Chaplain VACANT
Sgt at Arms Michael Pierpoint 618-697-4472
Program Chairman Gale Red Cell 618-622-8949
Squad East Lieutenant Bob Marley Cell 618-662-4765
Squad East Chaplain Sam Booth Cell 618-838-3053
Squad East Pgm Chmn Vernon DeSelms Cell 618-508-5074
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CAMP DIXON'S

ANNUAL SPRING BALL

on

Saturday, April 9, 2016

at the

Bellecourt Manor

225 East "A" Street, Belleville IL

The Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962 (Sons of Confederate Veterans)
requests the pleasure of your company at their 14th Annual Spring Ball,

where you will enjoy an unforgettable night
of fun, food, family, friends, period music, and dancing (including the Virginia Reel).

6:00 P.M. Doors Open
6:30 P.M. Delicious Buffet Dinner

* Outstanding Period Music by The Chris Talley Trio
* Photographer
* Silent Auction Fund Raiser
* 50/50 Drawing
* Cash Bar
* Complimentary Corsage/Boutonniere

SUGGESTED ATTIRE : Period Uniform/Ball Gown
COST (per person): $35.00 (Child, Age 1-12: $25.00) (check payable to Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962)
POC: Adjutant Gale Red, 5 Hunters Pt, O'Fallon IL 62269-3133

Cell 618-622-8949, E-mail: galered@yahoo.com

DUE DATE: March 19, 2016 (NOTE: no extensions or refunds after this date)

Please tear at dotted line and return Reservation Form with payment
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reservation Form for Camp Dixon's Annual Spring Ball, April 9, 2016

Make check payable to: Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962

Attendee Name (please print): __________________________________________________________________
Address (please print): ________________________________________________________________________
Cell/Phone Number: __________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
Color of Dress: _______________________________________________________________________________

Number Attending: _______ @ $35.00/person. Payment for $_________ enclosed.
Number Attending: _______ @ $25.00/child. Payment for $_________ enclosed.

Please mail reservation form/payment to: Adjutant Gale Red
5 Hunters Pt
O’Fallon IL 62269-3133


