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 “That the Southern people literally were put to the torture is vaguely 

understood, but even historians have shrunk from the unhappy task of 

showing us the torture chambers.” Claude G. Bowers 
 

 

 
 

“Reconstruction was … an artificial fog, behind which the „master minds” 

staged a revolution that changed America from a democracy to a plutocracy 

of ever-growing magnitude.” Rep. B. Carroll Reece (R-TN) 1960 
 

Quote from a Confederate Chaplain 
 

 “To say that the battle flag of the Confederacy was the emblem of slave power and 

that Lee and Jackson and their heroic soldiers fought not for liberty, but for the right 

to hold their fellow men in bondage, is to contradict the facts of history.”  

Chaplain Randolph H. McKim 
2nd Virginia Cavalry 

 

     

 

Editorial 
  

Fellow Compatriots in the Chaplains‘ Corps and Friends: 
 

As Southern people we are living in a nation in freefall toward the abyss. Moral, 
political and religious corruption is unparalleled in our history. I am reminded of 
General George Washington‘s address to the Continental Army on August 27, 1776. His 
words are prophetic, penetrating and partisan. We need to give them a contemporary 
application.  

 

The time is now near at hand which must probably determine whether 
Americans are to be freemen or slaves; whether they are to have any property they 
can call their own; whether their houses and farms are to be pillaged and destroyed, 
and themselves consigned to a state of wretchedness from which no human efforts 
will deliver them. The fate of unborn millions will now depend, under God, on the 
courage and conduct of this army. Our cruel and unrelenting enemy leaves us only 
the choice of brave resistance, or the most abject submission. We have therefore, to 
resolve to conquer or die. 

 

Many Antichrists Are in This World 

 “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, 

even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. They 



went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no 

doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest 

that they were not all of us” (1 John 2:18-19). 
 

Have you ever heard the old adage: ―You cannot see the forest for the trees‖? 

Perhaps there is another: ―You cannot see the antichrists because you are looking for the 

antichrist.‖ Sometimes Christians are preoccupied or fixated on certain issues. In these 

dark days perhaps some are looking for the Antichrist but live among and accept the 

presence of multitudes of antichrists. Perhaps we need to do some spiritual 

reconnaissance. ―All is not gold that glistens.‖ John appears to be warning against what 

they had heard in the reality of what was their present situation—“there are now many 

antichrists.” 

Who is an antichrist? John records, ―Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is 

the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the 

Son, the same hath not the Father: but he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father 

also‖ (1 John 2:22-23). Antichrist‘s are liars and deceivers (2 John 7). An antichrist is 

also a denier of truth (2 John 9).  

John is writing this to ―little children‖ or ―new born‖ or ―immature‖ Christians. 

Then, by inspiration, John pointed out—―it is the last time‖ or the last ―hour.‖ This is the 

eschatological finality (eschata hora estin). Is he saying that we are in the final hour? ―Ye 

have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists.‖ The 

prophetic expectation of the antichrist, when surrounded by many antichrists, is the 

picture here. The many antichrists are to be found in dishonest, man-centered clergy, 

media personalities, political figures from the local to the national scene, educators with 

agnostic and antichrist agendas. They are on every hand. True Christianity is the only 

objectionable belief system in this culture, while pseudo-Christianity and every pagan 

belief is accommodated. The Bible is a banned book from the public square in America. 

One of the first acts of congress in the new nation was to purchase Bibles for those who 

did not have them. The reason was that our Constitution would only work in a nation 

with Biblical morality. This has been rejected; and the corruption is overwhelming! 

Then John said, by the Holy Spirit‘s guidance, ―Whereby we know that it is the last 

time.‖ ―Whereby,‖ or ―for this reason,‖ we know it is the last hour.‖ Nathanael Hardy, 

writing in his The First General Epistle of St. John the Apostle in 1656, declared: 
 

We…have swarms of antichrists among ourselves; so that this age, and land, and 

city of ours is become a sink of filthy and loathsome heresies, yea, which is the worst 

kind of antichristianism, pseudochristianism is the brand of our times, whilst all 

these antichrists pretend themselves to be the only Christians, yea, some of them 

assert themselves to be Christified and deified; nay, one of them is so sacrilegiously 

impudent as to style himself the Christ [302]. 



 

Oh, the dishonor that is done to Christ by believers peering through the darkness, 

looking for the antichrist, while being overrun with antichrists in their daily lives. Also, 

there is sacrilege done by those who desire to superimpose their ideas over Christ‘s. The 

Lord‘s people are sick of the blasphemies, heresies, and dishonor perpetrated against 

our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We just need to be sure we realize and live in 

terms of our victorious Redeemer in the midst of a perverse and wicked world. Have you 

been brought to embrace Christ by faith? Our King Jesus is victorious! 
This is an introduction. Anyone desiring the entire message may have an e-copy upon request. 

hrrumburg41@gmail.com 
 

Please consider ConfederateChaplain.com & Chaplain-in-Chief.com 
 

     
 

This issue contains our Chaplain-in-Chief‘s editorial. You will also find our Chaplain-in-
Chief‘s article on False Premise: One Man’s Action. Your editor has provided a 
biographical sketch of Chaplain George Buck Overton. Consider the article of our 
assistant editor, Mark Evans, Chaff and Wheat which deals with Lincoln, abolitionism 
and the effects thereof nationally. This issue, as usual, includes A Confederate 
Sermon, submitted by Chaplain Kenneth Studdard, by Rev. Thomas Smyth, 
on The Relations of Christianity to War, Part II. He makes the biblical case 
for “just war.” Our Book Review is Searching for Lincoln, by Darlin 
Productions, and is a DVD reviewed by the editor.  
 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Editor H. Rondel Rumburg 
  
[Compatriots, if you know of any members of the Chaplains’ Corps or others who would like to receive 

this e-journal, please let us have their names and e-mail addresses.  Also, feel free to send copies of this 

journal to anyone you think would like to receive it.  If you want to “unsubscribe” please e-mail the 

editor or assistant editor.  Confederately, HRR] 
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THE CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF'S MESSAGE 
 

Dear fellow Chaplains and Friends of the Corps: 
 

As Confederate Americans with strong Christian faith we are faced with challenging 
days. Our faith, of course, continues to be attacked. There are Christians in certain parts 
of the world who are dying for their faith. In our own country we view contemporary 
culture "chipping" away at the moral fiber of biblical truth. What was once discussed 
only in the closed areas of society is now brought forth into bright light for public 
display. If one speaks for life, morality, integrity, and purity, that one can be called 
"hateful, unloving, and prejudice." Our faith is under attack. 

In addition our Confederate heritage is assaulted each day. Flags are being removed. 
Monuments are being taken down. Street names are being changed. Athletic team 
mascots are discarded. School names are altered. One who speaks out against this type 
of uncontrolled hysteria can be branded as "a racist filled with vile hatred." Our 
Confederate heritage is under attack. 

In view of these attacks, let the word go forth. We are people of faith and we will not 
change or abandon our beliefs. We are people of Southern Heritage and we will not 
apologize for honoring the Confederate soldier, defending his good name, emulating his 
virtues, or perpetuating those principles he loved, for we love those same principles. In 
1861 the South took a bold stand for freedom, liberty, justice, and self-determination. 
The easy path, the path of least resistance, and the path without sacrifice would be the 
path of capitulation. This path the South refused to walk. They took the difficult path 
and the path of sacrifice; but they had to -- it was the path of truth, honor, duty, and 
valor.   

We are their decedents. Their blood flows in our veins. Their sacred honor is in our 
hands to defend; and this we will do. We will not go away quietly. We will speak out. We 
will parade our colors. We will defend our monuments and yes we will build more. For 
each Confederate flag unjustly removed, we will post two in its place. Confederate 
Americans are not going away. The hope of our land is found in Southern ways, ways 
which reflect faith in God, integrity of character, and boldness of spirit.  

Our Christian faith leads us to prayer in times of adversity. Many were the prayer 
meetings on the battlefields of the 1860s. Confederate soldiers and their chaplains 
banded together at the throne of God to seek His will, guidance, wisdom, protection, and 
grace. In this time of struggle, we will not do less! We will be found at God's throne on 
our knees praying for our country and praying for our SCV leaders. We must be steady 
in faith and strong in heritage in the midst of injustice, tyranny, and prejudice.   

During these challenging days I know that we will be in prayer for the good men 
serving on the GEC. They are called upon to make extremely important decisions and 
certainly need the guidance of the Lord.  
 

Deo Vindice! 
  
Ray L. Parker 
Chaplain-in-Chief 
 



***** 
Chaplain-in-Chief’s Article 

 

False Premise: One Man's Action = Total Guilt of All 
 

"Haman sought to destroy all the Jews" (Esther 3:6) 
 

Ray L. Parker 
 

A Bitter Haman 
  
The Old Testament book of Esther is a most interesting book. It is the one book in 

the Bible where the name of God is never mentioned, yet the presence and providence of 
God are evident throughout. The heroine of the book is Esther, queen to the Gentile 
king, Ahasuerus (Esther 1:1; 2:15-17). Esther was a Jew. 

A prominent government leader in the administration of Ahasuerus was Haman 
(Esther 3:1). Haman was filled with pride and self-importance. He believed that all 
should do homage to him and he was offended by any who seemed to show him 
disrespect.  

On one occasion, as the Jew Mordecai entered the city, he did not show honor to 
Haman (Esther 3:2). This infuriated Haman. He determined that Mordecai must die for 
this lack of respect. In addition, Haman decided that all of Mordecai's people must also 
die for Mordecai's action (vs. 6). He transferred the "guilt" of Mordecai to all of his 
people and decided that all must be punished for the action of one.  

 

The Haman Principle 
 

This event happened thousands of years ago and yet there is a principle here that is 
(sad to say) alive and well in current culture. "Group-think" often transfers the action of 
one to the group to which they associate with the one. Haman transferred Mordecai's 
decision to all Jews and decided that all Jews must pay the price for this action.  

Now of course the logical and reasonable question would be: "Were all Jews guilty of 
the perceived disrespect of Mordecai to Haman?" The obvious answer is, "No." "Should 
all of the Jews pay for what Mordecai did?" Again, the obvious answer is, "No."  Yet all 
were painted with the broad brush of guilt. 

Some time ago one man entered a House of God in Charleston, South Carolina, and 
killed nine innocent, God-fearing people. The actions of this one man are atrocious, 
unacceptable, and to be condemned on every level. There is nothing good, right, 
honorable, or praiseworthy in what this one hate filled individual did. He must be held 
responsible and accountable for this vicious act.  

One would think that with the capture of the guilty person, the narrative of the story 
would soon come to an end. The man was caught, charged, and will be brought to trial 
(as indeed he should). However, at this point the "Haman Principle" became operative. 
Media showed pictures of this individual in the presence of a Confederate Battle Flag. 
"Group-think" proclaimed that any associated with the Confederate Battle Flag (and as 
the hysteria grew, any associated with any Southern object) are also guilty. Confederate 



objects, they deduced, are vile and must be removed and those who would defend 
Southern heritage are racists. 

The hysteria of the "Haman Principle" became visible and verbal. The Confederate 
Battle Flag must be removed from the War Memorial at the South Carolina capitol. 
Southern monuments must be removed. Street names must be changed. School names 
must be discontinued. Athletic mascots must be abandoned. Southern flags must be 
lowered from historic sites. And some even demand that the bodies of certain Southern 
leaders must be disinterred.  

We see the hysteria and we ask, "Why?" The "Haman Principle" is at work. This 
principle would say: "The killer was seen in the presence of the Confederate Battle Flag. 
Therefore, Confederate items are evil and those who display them or defend them are 
hate filled individuals." As Old Testament Haman, they use the broad brush and paint 
all guilty who honor Southern heritage. This characterization, of course, is far from 
truthful. You cannot hold any group guilty of the actions of one crazed individual. To do 
so is illogical and irresponsible. Application of the "Haman Principle" never ends well.  

 

THE END OF HAMAN 
 

Haman's hysteria and hatred aimed at a group of people for one man's action, 
proved to be his downfall. Queen Esther, a Jew, interceded before her husband King 
Ahasuerus for her people (Esther 7:3-6). When the King realized Haman's tactic, he had 
Haman hung (on the very gallows Haman built for Mordecai) and the innocent Jewish 
people were saved from destruction (vss. 9-10).  The broad brush of guilt did not work. 
Sanity prevailed.    

It is truly a fearful thing to get caught up in "group-think" and accuse all to be guilty 
of the sin of one. As Sons of Confederate Veterans, we condemn racism and hatred. We 
understand that all humankind are creations of God and are to be treated with dignity 
and respect. We also understand the dignity and honor of the Confederate soldier who 
fought for the ideals of liberty, freedom, justice, and self-determination. We know of the 
great spiritual revival that swept through the Confederate Army allowing thousands of 
young men to come to faith in Christ. We will honor these young men and we will 
defend their integrity. We will post the Confederate Battle Flag as the heritage of our 
past and we will defend the monuments and graves of the Southern fallen as reflections 
of that great and noble culture that has gone with the wind.  
        

 
 

 



 
 

Chaplain George Buck Overton 

“The Fighting Chaplain” 

2nd Kentucky Infantry 
By Dr. H. Rondel Rumburg 

 

On April 18, 1839, a son was born to Garland Terrell and Louisa Garnett Overton in 

Meade County, Kentucky, at the home place of three generations. The child was named 

George Buck Overton. The Overtons and Garnetts came to Virginia in colonial times and 

then the two families moved to Kentucky as pioneers. 

Garland Overton was an agrarian who farmed, traded goods and operated a mill. 

God in His providence took ―Buck‘s‖ father from this earth at thirty-two years of age. He 

left three children to depend on their widowed mother. The family was young and of 

moderate means. ―Buck,‖ as he was known, was sent to live with one of his uncles on his 

father‘s side of the family. Eventually his mother remarried, and he returned to the old 

fireside and the tender embrace of his mother. 
 

Education 

Pioneer areas did not provide extensive opportunities for education. George Buck 

Overton made the most of what education he was proffered by mastering every 

discipline afforded him. He seemed to be able to assimilate his subjects with the 

maximum results. His education was sufficient to gain entrance into Transylvania 

University. Perhaps the tutorship of Professor D. C. Cully was his most enjoyable time. 

He studied with Cully and then was associated with his most revered professor in 

teaching. Many young men were impacted by Professor Cully of the Brandenburg 

Academy, and a number of them became renowned physicians. 

Overton initially intended to become a lawyer. He was described as ―peculiarly fitted 

by a thoroughly logical mind and a capacity for grasping and mastering the most 

intricate subjects.‖ While functioning as a teacher, he began reading law for the purpose 



of admission to the bar. He practiced this way of life for a relatively extended period 

while he taught at Garnettsville, West Point and Middletown, Kentucky. 
 

Conversion to Christ & Calling 

The Lord has a way of changing the directions of a life in a most glorious way. In 

December of 1857 Overton‘s heart was renewed by the Holy Spirit and he came to Christ 

in pardon and forgiveness of sin. After being converted, his direction of life changed 

when the Lord called him to preach the gospel. 

Overton had been brought up in a local Baptist church, but after his conversion he 

joined the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. He was licensed to preach in 1859. The 

text of his first sermon was Revelation 22:9, and his subject was ―Worship God.‖ 

In 1859 he joined the Louisville Conference at Bardstown, Kentucky. His first 

appointment was in the Elizabethtown District at Millerstown. The second appointment 

he received was at Asbury Chapel in Louisville. His tenure here was from October to 

July and was interrupted by his joining the Confederate army. He received a taste of 

opposition to come on his last Sunday. The congregation was unusually small on the 

occasion of his final Lord‘s Day with them. He inquired as to the reason and received the 

reply that they said they ―would not come to hear a rebel.‖ Pastor Overton had gone to 

his Presiding Elder and told him that he wanted to join the Confederate army, and the 

good doctor rejoined that he wanted to do the same thing. 
 

Confederate Service 

George Buck Overton, although in a border state, joined the Army of the 

Confederate States of America the day after the First Battle of Manassas. He enlisted 

under Captain S. F. Chipley and was stationed at Camp Boone, Tennessee, near the 

Kentucky border. The Second Kentucky Infantry mustered at Camp Boone on July 17, 

1861, under the command of Colonel James B. Hawes.  

Overton was appointed chaplain of the Second Kentucky Infantry on July 19, 1861. 

However, he continued in the ranks, doing duty as a private soldier until October. 

Officially, his chaplaincy lasted only until September of 1862, but in reality his ministry 

for Christ continued even when he was an officer. During the years of war, with all its 

degrading influences, Overton was known as the ―Fighting Chaplain‖§ as he remained a 

―clean-minded and pure-hearted Christian gentleman.‖ He was the kind of man who 

was brave in a righteous cause. He was described as one who ―goes forward with 

                                                 
§ Frank L. Hieronymus in For Now and Forever: The Chaplains of the Confederate States Army stated: 
―The South had its full quota of ‗fighting parsons‘ and stories of bravery under fire are legion. Some of the 
chaplains had earned a reputation for bravery as enlisted men and when advanced to chaplain, their 
reputation remained. Some of them had earned their spurs the hard way,‖ 153. Among such men were 
Chaplain Isaac Tichenor, Chaplain H. A. Tupper, Chaplain James Sinclair and many others who were in 
the ―fighting chaplain‘s‖ category.  



something of that spirit which animated the Crusaders to fight and suffer and die for the 

recovery of the Holy Sepulcher; and he strikes in the fear of God.‖ 

Lieutenant Overton, upon the death of Sergeant Thomas Maddox of Co. E, took the 

first opportunity he had to send a letter to Maddox‘s parents to notify them of his death 

and how it transpired. The letter was written from camp near Murfreesboro on 

December 13, 1862: 
 

DEAR SIR AND MADAM: It is my painful duty to announce to you the death of your 

son, Thos. Maddox, a sergeant of Second Kentucky Regiment.  

 He was killed in the battle of Hartsville, December 7, 1862. One ball entered his 

arm, another his breast, and a third his mouth, which being partly opened did not in 

the least disfigure his face.  

 I have known Tom well and intimately ever since he entered the army. I never 

knew a better boy nor one whom I loved more. The contamination of camp life 

never reached his pure and lofty spirit. I never knew him to do a wrong. I never 

heard him speak an unkind word. He lived in the fear of God and kept His 

commandments.  

 He was as brave as the bravest; and a smile of heavenly sweetness rested on his 

countenance in death.  

 As sure as the Bible is true and religion a divine reality, his spirit rests with the 

sacramental host of God‘s elect. I bid you not sorrow as those that have no hope, for 

he shall live again when the light of the resurrection morn illumines the earth. 

Death shall restore him immortal. May this blessed hope console your hearts in your 

sad bereavement. May the God of all grace comfort your hearts as only He can.  
 

Yours respectfully,  
 

G. B. OVERTON,  

Sometime Chaplain Second Kentucky, now a Lieut, of Co. E  
 

Thirty-five years later, while he was Presiding Elder, he was holding a quarterly meeting 

at Jeffersontown, Kentucky, when he was invited to the home of Mrs. Buchanan, the 

sister of Sergeant Maddox. She reminded him of the family tragedy by giving him the 

letter which she had carefully preserved and which you have read. 

This servant of the Lord and his regiment were captured at Fort Donelson and 

imprisoned at Johnson‘s Island in Sandusky Bay of Lake Erie. Overton was listed as a 

chaplain in the depot of prisoners. When his regiment returned from prison, he was 

elected second lieutenant of Co. E. The vote of the company was a hundred percent. 

Around five months later he was promoted to first lieutenant in February 1863. 

The Reverend Lieutenant Overton fought in every battle in which his regiment took 

part, from Fort Donelson to Hartsville, Stone River, Jackson, Chickamauga, Rocky Face 



Gap, Resaca, Dallas (May 20, 1864) to Atlanta (July 18-28, 1864) -- this includes 

Peachtree Creek, Utoy Creek and both days at Jonesboro. During the siege of Atlanta, he 

received a knee wound. 

The brigade entered South Carolina, where he was captured on April 10, 1865 and 

was sent to Johnson‘s Island, where he was incarcerated for more than three months 

after General Joe Johnston was surrendered in North Carolina. During his 

imprisonment, he studied law and theology. He was released on August 3, 1865. 

Captain John H. Weller wrote of Overton in war as a man who was an 

irreproachable minister of the gospel, a fierce fighter and described his perception of 

him: 
 

On my mind is yet pictured an impressive scene a tall, handsome man, in the 

uniform of a Confederate officer, towering above the recumbent forms of comrades, 

whose eyes were riveted on him, and whose faces forcefully indexed the emotions of 

their hearts. It was in the gloaming, with which we associate quietude and rest; but 

alas! not so then. The death dealing shells fluttered as they flew; and the spitting, 

crying voice of the bullet, these warned us that lives were hanging on threads all too 

brittle. As long as life lasts, and the lost cause clings to us as a sacred memory, I 

shall glory in the remembrance of Buck Overton‘s prayer-meetings behind the 

trenches, as we were trying to stem the tide of Sherman‘s March to the Sea. No 

chaplain in the army was more successful than he, though he did his whole duty as a 

soldier. He was always at work, just as earnestly as he fought. Then he fought and 

prayed, and now at home he works and prays. As a presiding elder he preaches 

constantly. 
 

This praise was not a fluke. Overton‘s role seemed to be a combination of chaplain and 

soldier. Major Charles Semple who knew him well said: 
 

From my personal knowledge of Mr. Overton I consider him one of the coolest 

and most gallant men in battle that I ever saw. I believe he did not know what 

danger was, and if he did know, he ignored it utterly. I recall having seen him in 

the hottest fights under a galling fire, kneel down very coolly by a fallen comrade 

to talk with him and pray for him; and he would pray as calmly as if there were no 

danger nigh, even though balls and shells were falling around him all the time. I 

remember having seen him do this many times, but I noticed him more especially 

at Chickamauga, one of our hardest battles. He was a great favorite with all the 

officers, and was highly respected by all the men of the command. I think he had 

more influence for good morally than any other man in the regiment to which he 

belonged. He was unusually modest, never putting himself forward; really he 



seemed so backward that one would suppose that he was not concerned about the 

cause, when in reality his whole heart was in it. 
 

After the War 

The post-war era was a trying time for all Southern people, and Rev. Overton was no 

exception. One bright spot for Overton was his marriage to Sue J. Lawson (1841-1921) 

on December 26, 1865. Sue had been his sweetheart before the war. One time he was 

reputed to have walked five hundred miles to see her. Their children were Ella Overton 

Hill (1870-1964), Mary B. Overton (1875-1966), Marvin Cartmell Overton (1878-1955) 

and Sue L. Overton (1880-1967). It was recorded of their rearing of their children that 

they sought ―by precept and example to impress them with the importance of following 

after those things that make for the higher life rather than for those that please the 

sense, but perish with the using.‖ 

After the war he engaged in business for about four years and preached as he was 

given opportunity. Then he rejoined the Louisville Conference in 1869 and thereafter 

continued his ministry for the Lord serving numerous churches until 1885. At that time 

he began to make his home in Louisville where he served Jefferson Street Church for six 

of his twelve years there. He also served the Portland Church and Jeffersonville Church 

in Indiana. Overton was the presiding elder of the Louisville District and then the 

presiding elder of the Elizabethtown District. 

One brother-in-Christ who knew him well declared that Rev. Overton kept up his 

work better and did more good than any other man Louisville ever had. 

Overton did not forget his war compatriots. During the last tribute to General 

Joseph H. Lewis on Sunday, July 10, 1904, a large crowd assembled to pay their last 

respects to this distinguished gentleman. Rev. G. B. Overton, then of Russellville, spoke 

feelingly of their dead chieftain. He pointed to the life of one who could be emulated by 

the young. A brief address was given by Rev. J. Loving in behalf of the Sons of 

Confederate Veterans and was followed by Rev. J. D. Gilliam. After the benediction was 

pronounced, Rev. Overton announced that the sermon would conclude at the grave. The 

old Confederate veterans and others followed the hearse with the pall bearers on each 

side. This was the longest procession ever seen in Glasgow, for it extended from the 

public square to the cemetery. This was a distance of half a mile. 

Rev. Overton often remembered and commemorated the lives and deaths of his 

fellow soldiers. On January 24, 1917, Rev. George Buck Overton received the Lord‘s call 

to glory from Lubbock, Texas, where his body is interred in the city cemetery to await 

the resurrection morning. 
 

Biography: 
 
Edwin Porter Thompson, History of the First Kentucky Brigade. Cincinnati: Caxton Publishing House, 
1868. 



Edwin Porter Thompson, History of the Orphan Brigade. Louisville: Lewis N. Thompson, 1898. 
Pitts, Charles F., Chaplains in Gray. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1957. 
Rumburg, H. Rondel, Cameos of Confederate Chaplains. Spout Spring: SBSS, 2015. 

 

 
 

Chaff and Wheat 

Mark W. Evans 
Past Chaplain-in-Chief 

 

     The Lord asked Jeremiah, ―What is the chaff to the wheat?‖  Every generation must 

face this question.  Human endeavor without God will ultimately end in disaster.  The 

source of true wisdom and power is found in Him and learned from His sacred 

Scriptures.  The Lord answered His own question:  ―Is not my word like as a fire?  saith 

the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?‖   

     Unlike their Northern antagonists, Southerners rejected false philosophies, 

corrupting and attacking God‘s Word.  Before the outbreak of the war, a small band of 

intellectuals inundated Northern society with a philosophy called Transcendentalism.  It 

viewed man as divine and capable of perfecting society without God.  These proud 

thinkers successfully published their sinister views, establishing a practice that still 

disrupts us today.  Their penchant was to advance their ideals through reforms in every 

aspect of society.  Without God, without the Ten Commandments, without a moral 

compass, they published their pontifications.   They, through their divine inner being, 

knew how to reform society by eliminating evils and dictating corrections.  With 

unfettered zeal, they gave their attention to such subjects as world peace, labor, women‘s 

rights, prisons, education, marriage, family, relation of the sexes, clothing, food, and 

even religion.  However, their most persistent issue, which found many adherents, was 

the abolition of slavery.  There were abolitionists in the South as well, but they looked to 

the sacred Scriptures and failed to see themselves as the guiding light for humanity.  

Self-righteous Northerners, however, did not hesitate to use means that were unlawful 

and unbiblical.     

     The institution of slavery was protected by the Constitution before the War for 

Southern Independence.  Thomas J. DiLorenzo, in his excellent book, The Real Lincoln, 

pointed out: ―The 1857 Dred Scott decision had just ruled that slavery was constitutional 

and that the document would have to be amended in order to end slavery.‖ DiLorenzo 

said of the seven states that seceded:  ―‗What they were concerned with was not so much 

an act of emancipation, which the federal government at the time did not have the 

power to do, short of amending the Constitution (which no one was proposing to do), 

but a slave insurrection, encouraged by the increasingly prolific, albeit small abolitionist 

movement in the North‖ [p. 123] 

     John Brown and his followers killed four people and wounded nine in an attempt to 

start a slave insurrection.  Brown was justly tried and executed.  The Northern response 



brought distress to law-abiding Southerners.  They were amazed to learn of Yankees 

applauding Brown and esteeming him as a martyr.  Slave insurrection was a real threat.  

Also, our relatives understood that Abraham Lincoln had political ambitions to amass 

power in the federal government, subsidize Northern industry to the benefit of political 

patrons, and establish a National bank which could manipulate the nation‘s wealth.  By 

the 1860‘s, the South carried the unconstitutional burden of more than 80% of the 

nation‘s tariffs (all going to the North).  There were no income taxes.  Dixie supplied the 

vast majority of the government‘s expenses.  It was unfair and unconstitutional, yet 

many years of protest proved that the Northern majority would not relent.  Southerners 

had no recourse in the Union but to yield to Northern, illegal oppression.  Once Lincoln 

was elected to office, several Southern states gathered in lawful conventions and 

exercised the same rights defended by their Revolutionary War forefathers.   

     When Abraham Lincoln took office he prompted the firing upon Fort Sumter1 and 

called for an army of 75,000 to force the Confederacy back into the Union.  Our 

Southern forefathers shouldered their muskets and resisted the illegal invasion.  They 

defended their homes, churches, States, and Constitutional liberties.  As the war 

progressed, the Gospel was proclaimed by dedicated chaplains, colporteurs, 

missionaries, evangelists, and Christian laymen.  The Lord sent the largest revival 

American history.  The South‘s defenders persevered through the horrors of war until 

they were overwhelmed by the numbers and superior provisions of their adversaries.  

They returned to their war-torn homes to endure a decade of severe oppression from 

Reconstruction.  Yet, their spirit remained undaunted.  Their hope was still in the Lord 

and they were enabled to rebuild their tattered land, serve their heavenly Father, and 

lead the country as the Bible Belt.  God‘s Word never failed.  In victory and in defeat 

Southerners learned that the Lord Jesus Christ is the all-sufficient Savior.  

     Today, the issues for which they fought are still before us.  Walter E. Williams, John 

M. Olin Distinguished Professor of Economics, explained the consequences of the war:  

―The War between the States settled by force whether states could secede.  Once it was 

established that states cannot secede, the federal government, abetted by a Supreme 

Court, unwilling to hold it to its constitutional restraints, was able to run amok over 

states‘ rights, so much so that the protection of the Ninth and Tenth Amendments mean 

little or nothing today.  Not only did the war lay the foundation for eventual nullification 

or weakening of basic constitutional protections against central government abuses, but 

it also laid to rest the great principles enunciated in the Declaration of Independence 

that ‗Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed.‘‖ [Thomas J. Dilorenzo, The Real Lincoln, p. xii, xiii.] 

     Our ancestors taught us through their example.  Their faith in the living God and His 

revealed Word provided the strength of soul we so desperately need in our present dark 

                                                 
1
 See DiLorenzo, The Real Lincoln, pp, 118-122. 



hour.  The renowned preacher of the Confederacy, Benjamin Morgan Palmer, stood 

before the students of Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Va., June 27, 1872.  

As part of his oration, he gave a charge that applies to us today as Sons of Confederate 

Veterans:  ―I charge you, if this great Republic like a gallant ship must drive upon the 

breakers, that you be upon the deck, and with suspended breath await the shock – 

perchance she will survive it – but if she sink beneath the destiny which has devoured 

other great kingdoms of the past, that you save from the melancholy wreck our ancestral 

faith, and work out yet upon this continent the problem of a free, constitutional and 

popular government.  And may the God of destinies give you a good issue!‖2    
       

 
 

A CONFEDERATE SERMON 
Submitted to Chaplain Kenneth Studdard 

 

Thomas Smyth (July 14, 1808 - August 20, 1873) served as Pastor of Second 
Presbyterian Church in Charleston, South Carolina for 35 years -- the only church he 
would pastor.  His ministry ended at his death.  He was a profound theologian, 
producing numerous books and articles.  Smyth, along with John Adger and John 
Girardeau, was instrumental in establishing the Zion Presbyterian Church for slaves. 
Smyth contributed a number of theological works to the Southern cause.  The War of 
the South Vindicated and The War Against the South Condemned, and The Sin and the 
Curse; The Union, The True Source of Disunion, and Our Duty in the Present Crisis 
were published during the War.  Both of these works bolstered the Southern war effort 
with theological support.  He also published The Soldier's Prayer Book,  and  An Outline 
of The Soldiers Hymn Book.  Both volumes gave much needed spiritual support and 
encouragement to the Confederate soldier. 

One note in favor of Smyth‘s character was his love for books.  His personal library 
grew to over 20,000 volumes. He wrote the following regarding his college days in 
London in 1829: "My thirst for books, in London became rapacious. I overspent my 
supplies in procuring them, at the cheap repositories and left myself in the cold winter 
for two or three months without a cent …" (Autobiography, 39). 

Smyth had a great capacity for showing how Christianity applied to various aspects 
of life. He was an excellent doctrinal and theological preacher. The following sermon 
was published in 1847 and is of interest due to its theological examination of the 
relations of Christianity to war.  This sermon will be presented in 2 parts. 
 

The Relations of Christianity to War: 

AND 
The Portraiture of a Christian Soldier. 

 

                                                 
2
 Thomas Carey Johnson, The Life and Letters of Benjamin Morgan Palmer (Carlisle, PA:  The Banner of Truth 

Trust, 1987), p. 362. 



A DISCOURSE DELIVERED ON OCCASION OF THE FIRST COMMENCEMENT OF THE CITADEL 
ACADEMY. BY THE REV. THOMAS SMYTH, D. D. CHARLESTON, S.C: PRINTED BY B. JENKINS, 100 
HAYNE-STRBET. 1847  
 

CORRESPONDENCE. Citadel Academy, 26th Nov., 1846.  
Rev. and Dear Sir: At a special meeting of the Faculty of the Citadel Academy, I have 

been instructed to convey to you their most sincere thanks for the very learned, eloquent 
and appropriate discourse, which you were kind enough to deliver on Sunday last, 
before the officers, Professors and Cadets of that Institution, and to solicit a copy for 
publication. I utter the sentiments of the whole Faculty when I urge this request, not 
only upon the ground of its literary and theological character, but because of the 
admirable portrait of the Christian soldier which it so happily delineates. We earnestly 
desire that every Cadet in our Institution may have it near — a constant stimulus to 
exertion, inspiring noble sentiments. With profound respect, I am most truly your ob'dt. 
Serv't., F. W. CAPERS, Sect'y. Faculty.  
 

(Reply.) Charleston, Nov. 26th, 1846.  
Dear Sir: I sincerely rejoice that the Discourse I delivered at their request, last 

Sabbath morning, and which I had to prepare amid a great press of duty, was received 
with so much courtesy and partial favour, by the Faculty of the Citadel Academy. For 
their kind expressions as communicated through you, I heartily thank them; and as the 
same reasons which led me to feel the importance and necessity of discussing the 
subject of War, would make it my duty, when so desired, to express my views through 
the medium of the press, I cannot decline your request. I therefore cheerfully send you a 
copy for publication, and remain, with great respect for yourself and the other members 
of the Faculty, yours very sincerely, THOMAS SMYTH. F. W. Capers. Esq., Secretary of 
the Citadel Academy Faculty.  
 

Matt, xxiv, 6. "And ye shall hear of wars, and rumours of wars, see that ye be not 
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet."  
Jer. xlvii, 6. 7. "O thou sword of the Lord, how long will it he ere thou be quiet? Put 
up thyself into thy scabbard, rest, and be still. How can it be quiet, seeing the Lord hath 
given it a charge against Ashkelon, and against the sea-shore if there hath he 
appointed it."  
 

Part II 
 

But it is further true that it is in accordance with the law of nature and the law of 
revelation that governments should inflict the penalty of death, in the case at least of 
murder. It is just that a man should suffer according to the evil he has done. 

The necessity and the right of punishment is laid deep in the principles of our 
moral nature. The law of God, — the God of nature and of the Bible, — makes it right, 
just and imperative. Punishment is not founded in revenge, or cruelty, or expediency; 
nor does it aim at the benefit of the offender, except so far as that can be made to consist 
with its true and higher ends; so that this, instead of being, as many suppose, the first, is 
in reality the last end of punishment. Punishment is the expression of the moral sense 
against crime. Its first object is to excite such an estimate of crime as to make it at once 
loathsome, infamous and dreadful. It would thus, by the pain and ignominy it inflicts, 
deter from the commission of crime, and by the "magnitude of the penalty proclaim the 



magnitude of the interests which law protects and natural justice makes inviolable."  
"Both reason and revelation protest against those schemes of mock and effeminate 
philanthropy, which however "plausible, graceful, poetic, or rational" they may seem, 
"have a demoralizing influence upon society, and are nothing more than rose-water 
philanthropy," as Carlyle calls them, which would "undermine with tears, and blow away 
with sighs, the whole fabric of the moral universe."  

By denying to government the right of taking away life, such philanthropists 
would, at the same time, prove that society cannot inflict any manner of punishment, or 
infringe in any degree upon that liberty which is, as truly as life, the gift of God and the 
inalienable right, and delegated trust, of man. Man has not the right to take away his 
own life, and of course he cannot give that right to others, but God has a right to take 
that life which He gave, when it is used for purposes contrary to His will, and this right 
we have seen God has delegated to civil government.   

When these reasoners would awaken prejudice by calling such punishment 
"vindictive," besides retorting that this objection would apply equally to all punishment 
and to all restraint, we answer, that this is a puerile play upon the double signification of 
the word vindictive, which properly means vindicative. Now in this sense all punishment 
and all moral sanctions are vindictive, inasmuch as they vindicate the right.  

And while it is true that all vengeance is originally and by right, the prerogative of 
God, it is also, as we have seen, true that God has ordained civil government and 
invested it with this right. Individuals, therefore, are not to "avenge themselves" but 
rather to "give place to wrath" by allowing God's justice in the administration of civil 
government to have an opportunity of asserting its authority and power. God has not 
only given to civil government authority, but "the sword" also to kill and to smite, that it 
may be "a terror to evil doers and a praise to them that do well." We are, therefore, to be 
"afraid of the power" for it "beareth not the sword in vain for it is the minister of God, a 
revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil."  

When it is said that capital punishment is cruel and prevents the temporal and 
everlasting benefit of the culprit, it is forgotten that if hardened and obdurate, he would 
only by longer life "treasure up fresh wrath against the day of wrath," while if penitent, 
he may, like the dying thief, seek and obtain pardon; and at the same time that by his 
death the rights of society are vindicated, outrage is visited with even-handed 
retribution, the majesty of the law reverenced, and its voice obeyed, and no private 
considerations allowed to divert public duty from its guardianship of the community.   

Let this then suffice. Every argument employed in favour of the abrogation of 
capital punishment applies equally to all punishment and would lead ultimately to the 
dissolution of all society.  Suffice it to know that as society originated not in any social or 
voluntary compact but in the ordinance of God; so was the penalty of death declared by 
God to be both necessary and right, "Who then is he that repliest against God? Is God 
unrighteous that taketh vengeance, or is man more just or merciful than his Maker?  

It is, therefore, certain that the right and duty of inflicting capital punishment is 
imposed by God, who ordained it at the beginning. Now war is punishment. It is the 
highest exercise of judicial authority, enforced by executive powers, and the most 
solemn infliction of the "sword" which is given to civil government as a "terror to evil 
doers." It is punishment inflicted upon nations, and therefore requires to be executed by 
multitudes, who are however regularly enrolled, armed, marshalled and directed by the 
State. If therefore war is made necessary by criminal conduct, and executed by the 



proper authority, from proper motives, and under proper restraints, it is not contrary to, 
but consistent with, the word and will of God.  

 

Now for our consciences, the arms are fair,  
When the intent for bearing them is just.   

 

That this was the case under the whole Old Testament economy is not denied. 
Neither does the Old Testament sustain war by bare permission as it did some other 
evils, such as polygamy. On the contrary, War, as there represented, was made 
necessary by the arrangements of divine providence; — in certain cases it was expressly 
commanded; — in others it was the result of inspiration; — while victory was promised 
as coming from God, and given or withheld according to the good pleasure of His will. 
Abraham who had taken up arms without any special command, is commended and 
blessed, and the same is true of others also.  

Under the Judges the object of war was to assert their liberty by shaking off the 
yoke of powerful tyrants who kept them in subjection. Under Saul and David the same 
motives prevailed with the people to undertake war. Under the Maccabees a handful of 
men opposed the whole power of the Kings of Syria, and against them maintained the 
religion of their fathers, and shook off the yoke of their oppressors. While therefore 
some of the Jewish wars were commanded, others were voluntary, and undertaken by 
the captains of the people to revenge some injuries offered to the nation, to punish some 
insults or offences, or to defend their allies, "and yet these wars are all sanctioned and 
approved."   

And while in the Old Testament the guilty nations are constantly forewarned by 
God of the consequence of every evil in their political and social conduct, neither capital 
punishment nor war are ever included among such denunciations.  

The conduct of Abraham, to which we have referred, is justified by Berosus and 
Orpheus, on the ground of the law of nature, which law, as we have seen, cannot be 
contrary to the  law of Christ, which, while it may enlarge and extend, cannot oppose the 
law of nature which is equally from God.  

In the New Testament, as we have also seen, "the sword," — (that is, the power of 
capital punishment and of war), — is expressly given by the ordinance of God to civil 
government. Civil government is to be the special object of our prayers, and in all its 
functions both of peace and war, when it aims at the "good" of the people it is to receive 
our honour, cooperation and support. Christians lived under the Jewish polity in Judea 
and under Sergius Paulus and Abgarus King of Edessa, who were, as far as we can learn, 
both received into the Church without any charge or change concerning this universal 
element in the civil constitutions of the world.  

John the Baptist, as the forerunner of Christ, not only tacitly admits the propriety 
of the military profession but positively sanctions it, even while he preached the doctrine 
of repentance for the remission of sins, and threatened with destruction those who did 
not produce fruits worthy of repentance. The same is true of the Apostles, by whom 
Cornelius the Centurion, and Sergius were unhesitatingly received into the church while 
both were under obligation to engage in war. And since war had ever been regarded as 
right and proper; — as it had ever been made necessary and a duty by the Jewish law; — 
John the Baptist, Christ, and the Apostles would not have failed to lay down its 
inconsistency with the Christian system were it really so, — especially as they were so 
bold and fearless in condemning whatever was wrong in the character, conduct, or 



policy of their converts, and in requiring them to relinquish their callings when 
unchristian and to abandon all evil practices.  

On the contrary Paul himself when the Jews lay in wait to seize and kill him, 
immediately gave information to the commander of the Roman garrison and proceeded 
from the city under the conduct of a guard of soldiers. The same apostle also 
acknowledges the propriety of the penalty of death, and his willingness to endure it.  

It is, however, alleged that the opinion and conduct of the most primitive 
Christians, is in contradiction to this interpretation of the law of Christ, as it affects civil 
government and the right and duty of war. But on this subject there is a great delusion.  

Christ declared his kingdom not to be of this world, and that it is to be 
maintained, therefore, not by carnal weapons, but only by such as are spiritual. But at 
the same time "Christians," as Andrew Fuller says, are warned that the magistrate 
"beareth not the sword in vain;" and that he is "the minister of God, a revenger, to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil." But if it be right for the magistrate to bear the 
sword, and to use it upon evil-doers within the realm, it cannot be wrong to use it in 
repelling invaders from without: and, if it be right on the part of the magistrate, it is 
right that the subject should assist him in it; for, otherwise, his power would be merely 
nominal, and he would, indeed, "bear the sword in vain.  

"The ground on which our Saviour refused to let his servants fight for Him," 
continues Fuller, was, that His was a kingdom "not of this world;" plainly intimating 
that, if his kingdom had "been of this world, a contrary line of conduct had been proper. 
Now, this is what every other kingdom is; it is right, therefore, according to our Lord's 
reasoning, that the subjects of all civil states should, as such, when required, fight in 
defence of them."  

Still, the ends aimed at by any war must be "good," and for the good of the 
people, and in consistency with the free toleration of religion, otherwise no Christian 
man can cooperate in supporting the civil power, but must either submit to the penalty 
of disobedience, or if assisted by a sufficient number, is under obligation to resist, and 
overthrow, and remodel the government. Civil government is, as we have shown, the 
ordinance of God; but it is ordained not to be a "terror to good works, but to evil," and "a 
minister of God to us for good;" and hence the same God who gives it authority and 
power, when made to conduce to these ends, as imperatively demands conscientious 
resistance when vice, misery and irreligion are the objects it supports. When civil 
government, therefore, betrays its trust, by violating the rights of its citizens, then their 
duty of obedience ceases, and resistance becomes a duty.  

Now, this is just what the primitive Christians did. Being required by an entrance 
into the army to take idolatrous and blasphemous oaths; to fight against and murder 
Christians; and to uphold and establish idolatry; they refused, and rather than do this, 
suffered death. "It is impossible, therefore," says Tertullian, "to reconcile the oath of 
fidelity to serve under the banners of Christ with that to serve under the banners of the 
Devil." On this account some use language which has been interpreted as condemning 
all war. Many of the Fathers, however, as Clemens Alexandrinus, and the work usually 
styled the Constitutions of Clemens Romanus, teach that "it is not killing that is 
considered unlawful, but only that of the innocent: and they, together with Tertullan, 
plainly show that Christians "engaged in the same wars with others when possible." 
Christians were also in the army of Marcus Aurelius, by whose prayers rain was believed 
to have been obtained. And many Christian soldiers, who had suffered death for Christ's 



sake received the honor of Martyrdom of whom Cyprian says, "they too served in the 
armies of earthly princes." For this purpose, says Augustine, "we pay tribute that the 
soldier may be provided with the necessaries of life."  And Ambrose says, "there is 
nothing wrong in bearing arms, but to bear arms from motives of rapine is a sin indeed."  

The Bible, therefore, does not necessarily or absolutely condemn war for 
purposes purely civil. On the contrary it requires courage as a virtue; even curses 
cowards who refuse to fight for their country; and when the cause is just, and the war 
necessary, encourages us by the help of the Lord God of Hosts.  "Cursed be he," says 
God, when he had commissioned the Chaldeans to execute his vengeance, "who doeth 
the work of the Lord, deceitfully, and cursed be he that keepeth back his sword from 
blood."  

War then is honorable  
In those who do their native rights maintain,  
In those whose swords an iron barrier are  
Between the lawless spoiler and the weak,  
But is in those who draw th' offensive blade  
For added power or gain, sordid and despicable  
As meanest office of the worldly churl.  

 

Christianity, however, as has been seen, while it permits war in cases of necessity, 
nevertheless by its doctrines, precepts, and influence provides for the ultimate and utter 
overthrow of war. This it does, however, not directly but indirectly; not by national, but 
by individual reformation; — not by the legislation of authority, but by moral suasion; — 
not by giving over the interests of society, and the welfare of all good men into the hands 
of the lawless, the violent and the impure, but by gradually transforming these very men 
into good, and virtuous, and peaceful members of the community.   

Christianity acts upon War just as it operates upon despotism, tyranny, injustice, 
misrule and every system of oppression, injustice, barbarity and ignorance. Just in 
proportion as it elevates nations in knowledge, science, education, and civilized 
refinement, it erects barriers against war. It thus employs commerce, and every other 
auxiliary to render it more and more impracticable for kingdoms to go to war. And thus 
it is gradually maturing a "Law of nations," by which, without resort to force, all 
questions of international interest will be ultimately decided.  

By originating a Literature which will be common to all mankind, Christianity 
will bind man to man in closer and more indissoluble ties. The magic speed with which 
intercourse will ere long be possible between the most distant portions of the earth, will 
still further assimilate the interests of all nations by the common advantage derived 
from peace. In this way it is becoming more and more apparent, that while in times past, 
war was not an unmitigated evil, but was made to conduce (as in the case of the 
Crusades and the various Northern and Roman invasions) to the advancement of 
Society and the ultimate benefit of the world; that in hardly any conceivable case can it 
now be necessary or beneficial; or the maintenance of any considerable standing army 
be politic or necessary.  

And when those ends for which God is expressly said to have "appointed the 
sword," and without the accomplishment of which "it cannot be quiet, seeing the Lord 
hath given it a charge," are fulfilled — then, and not till then, shall "the Spirit be poured 
from on high" in such copious and effectual measure that "the work of righteousness 



shall be peace and the effect of righteousness shall be quietness and assurance forever;" 
— and then, and not till then, shall men ''walk in the Spirit" whose fruit is peace, and no 
longer "fulfil the lusts of the flesh," from whence come wars."  

In the meantime it is the duty of all men to conspire in hastening on "this 
consummation so devoutly to be wished" by diffusing the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God, — by exemplifying its holy influences; — by praying for the outpouring of the 
gracious Spirit; — by using all their influence to prevent an appeal to arms when an 
appeal to reason can be made, or when the interests at stake can be given up, or 
compromised or otherwise arranged.  

And when war has been made inevitably necessary, and our country calls for the 
assistance of her citizens, Christianity would send them to her help not as savages but as 
civilized; — not as wild beasts, but as men; — not like "greyhounds in the slips," 
"straining upon the start," but like officers of Justice solemnly executing the unwelcome 
fiat of a nation's will; — not with "the gates of mercy all shut up" to "range with 
conscience wide as hell" and "imitate the action of the tiger;"— but in the spirit of pity, 
clemency, and compassion, and with the sincere desire to attain the end with the least 
possible loss of time, men, and money, and without any unnecessary violation of the 
laws and institutions of God, or neglect of His word, His worship, or His will.  

In the present condition of humanity, therefore, the profession of the soldier 
must continue; and so long as it does continue it must take a high and honorable 
position in society; since to it are entrusted the dearest interests of society, and upon it 
are devolved the greatest responsibilities and the most self-sacrificing duties. It is 
therefore both wise and proper that provision should be made for the special education, 
and equipment of those who are to fill such a station; and we must commend the 
wisdom and policy of our State in providing against any possible contingency, by 
preparing those who shall be found ready to meet war with honor to themselves and to 
their country; and who, by the very discipline and instruction they receive, shall be 
made (if, as we most hope, their service shall not be found necessary in war) the more 
useful and honorable, as peaceful members of the community. Let such then, my young 
and respected friends, be your ambition and desire. And were I asked to point out to you 
the elements of character necessary to constitute a truly noble soldier, and to which you 
should aspire, I would say that he should be a gentleman, a patriot, and a Christian.  

"Nothing," says Burke, "is more certain than that our manners, our civilization, 
and all the good things which are connected with civilization, have, in this European 
world of ours, depended for ages upon two principles; and were, indeed, the result of 
both combined; I mean the spirit of a gentleman and the spirit of religion." These, 
however, are coincident, and not contradictory, since the Christian only acts out the 
spirit of Christianity by being a gentleman, while the gentleman gains greatly by being a 
Christian. Indeed, it is true that while a finished gentleman is the most uncommon of all 
the great characters in life, it is only piety which can impart the polish necessary to such 
a character. "It is," says Steele, "no very uncommon thing in the world to meet with men 
of probity; there are, likewise, a great many men of honor to be found. Men of courage, 
men of sense, and men of letters, are frequent; but a true, fine gentleman is what one 
seldom sees. He is properly a compound of the various good qualities that embellish 
mankind. As the great poet animates all the different parts of learning by the force of his 
genius, and irradiates all the compass of his knowledge by the lustre and brightness of 
his imagination; so all the great and solid perfections of life appear in the finished 



gentleman with a beautiful gloss and varnish; every thing he says or does is 
accompanied with a manner, or rather a charm, that draws the admiration and good will 
of every beholder."  

But where shall we find the portraiture, the principles and the life of such a 
character, except in the Bible. "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." Christians are to adorn their 
character, and grace their conduct, with "whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise." We are required to be "kindly affectioned one to another, with brotherly 
love; in honor, preferring one another. If it be possible, as much as lieth in us, we are to 
live peaceably with all men." We are to "let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil-speaking be put away from us, with all malice, and to be kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ's sake, has 
forgiven us."  

We are to "let nothing be done through strife or vain glory; but in lowliness of 
mind, to let each esteem other better than themselves," and to "follow peace with all 
men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord."  

And of this spirit and character the Bible not only furnishes the precept, but also 
the ensample. In Moses, in Abraham, in Samuel, in David, in Nehemiah, in Paul, and 
above all in the great exemplar— God manifest in the flesh, — we see this model "drawn 
out in living characters," and presented for our imitation.  

Neither did such a character ever exist, except under the power of Christian 
principle, which, even by its secondary operation, transformed ferocity into courage, 
licentiousness into freedom, sense into sensibility, and lust into love, and by imbuing 
men's minds with urbanity, affability and mildness, and rubbing off all roughness, 
grossness and vulgarity, completed the stature, and perfected the symmetry of the 
gentleman. "The fear of the Lord is clean," and purifies the heart from every unclean 
practice, whether in our contracts, our engagements, our money transactions, our 
common intercourse, our manners, or our conversation. Christian faith elevates the soul 
above human opinion, — the fear, or frown, or favor of man, — and gives to the whole 
countenance an air of conscious freedom, and calm serenity, a composure of manner, a 
quiet eye, a complacent self-satisfaction, a real independence, and a perfect peace; in 
short, a natural and unaffected dignity. Like the blood which imparts living energy to 
every part of the system, Christian principle runs through the whole conduct, and gives 
to the whole, consistency and beauty. True politeness, therefore, is reflected from the 
gospel, and to be perfectly enjoyed, must be received, not from that secondary reflection 
which comes from the lunar influences of the world, but directly from the sun of 
righteousness. The true fountain and well-spring of urbanity of manner, suavity of 
temper, kindliness of disposition, and charity of heart, is Christianity, and the gospel is 
"the mirror before which the character must be dressed, to come  forth to the world in 
the dignity of its appropriate adornment." "The whole composition is fundamentally 
Christian; the result of that formative grace which renovates the heart, and which, as a 
refiner's fire, or as fuller's soap, purges the thoughts and temper from the dross and 
scum of their gross adhesions."  

To this character of a gentleman add, my young friends, that of a patriot. The 
patriot is much more than a politician. He looks to the public, more than to private 



interests; to general, more than to local claims; to what is required by truth, reason, and 
justice, more than to the dictates of party. He regards political station, not as the road to 
profit or to power, but as a field of usefulness and duty. He knows no man or set of men 
except as they deserve, and merit his esteem, nor associates with any except when 
worthy ends are to be accomplished by proper means. He aims to sustain and perfect the 
edifice of public happiness and moral freedom. Truth, therefore, is with him of universal 
obligation. The welfare of the country is to him superior to all the interests of party; and 
its moral and intellectual elevation of more importance than its external glory, or its 
physical prosperity.  

True patriotism, therefore, is, like true politeness, the offspring of piety. Love to 
God, and love to man, is the radical source, and the only source, of this noble affection, 
without which we will look in vain for any disinterested and constant regard for the 
welfare of others. The generous disinterestedness, the incorruptible integrity, the 
undaunted firmness, the zealous concern for all that advances public good, which are 
the essential qualities of a patriot, are the genuine offspring of true religion. He only 
who acts in obedience to the authority of conscience and of God, will not shrink from 
these duties, because he only is raised above considerations of personal convenience and 
hazard, while modern scepticism is barren of disinterested and public virtue, and 
fruitful only in vice, selfishness, self-aggrandizement, and ambition.  The Christian 
alone will be found steering his course amid all the sinuous windings of political 
expediency and factious jealousy, while "bright honor waits upon him, and preserves his 
very treadings, unstained by the soil of party." The advancement of knowledge, the 
security of free institutions, and the preservation and  diffusion of true religion, — these 
are the great ends aimed at by the Christian patriot, and by which he would not only 
exalt, but perpetuate, the glory of his nation.  

"The Christian," therefore, "is the highest style of man," and in his complete 
development, includes in his character every other virtue. Would you, then, my young 
friends, attain to the glorious distinction of being known and read of all men as a 
gentleman and a patriot, "seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness," and 
then "these things shall be added unto you." "Godliness is profitable to all things, having 
the promise of the life which now is, as well as of that which is to come;" and "the 
wisdom which cometh from above is able to instruct you, to reprove you, to correct you, 
and thoroughly to furnish you for every good work." "The righteous is better than his 
neighbour." Piety gives dignity to the character, elevation to the soul, and purity to the 
heart. The Christian's thoughts are in heaven, and his treasure and affections there. 
"The fashions of the world are at his feet, as the mists at the base of Lebanon." He can 
bear to suffer wrong, but he cannot do wrong. He can forgive, but not retaliate an injury; 
and while he is kind, pitiful and compassionate to all, he despises none. He fears God, 
and has nothing else to fear. "He moves a king, and a priest, by divine right and celestial 
ordination," and feels that he enjoys in God's favor the highest honour, in God's service 
perfect freedom, and in God's glory his everlasting crown.  

Let this, then, be your first and great ambition. With all your getting, get the 
understanding of this wisdom, and become religious that you may become everything 
that is good, wise and great.  

I rejoice that the whole spirit and tenor of your present course of discipline and 
instruction tends to this end, and that even since your entrance upon your course so 
many of you have enlisted under the banners of the Lord, become soldiers of Christ, and 



are now fighting the good fight of faith, and ready, under the leadings of the Captain of 
salvation, to do valiantly for His cause, and if needs be, for the cause of your country.  

You have noble examples, which I would commend you to follow. The study of 
the lives of Major General Burns, Colonel Blackader, Colonel Gardner, and others in the 
British, and American army cannot but improve and elevate your minds and shew you 
how the Christian can be blended with the warrior, and piety adorn and dignify the 
character and life of a soldier. But above all these you have an example commended to 
you by the admiration of the world, in our own Washington. On the day that he assumed 
the command of the American army at Cambridge, Washington read and caused to be 
sung the 101st Psalm, a portion of which we insert:  

 

If I am raised to bear the sword,  
I'll take my counsel from thy word;  
Thy justice and thy heavenly grace  
Shall be the pattern of my ways.  
 

No sons of slander, rage and strife.  
Shall be companions of my life;  
The haughty look, the heart of pride,  
Within my doors shall ne'er abide;  
 

I'll search the land and raise the just  
To posts of honour, wealth, and trust;  
The men that work thy holy will.  
Shall be my friends and favourites still.  
 

In vain shall sinners hope to rise  
By flattering or malicious lies;  
Nor while the innocent I guard.  
Shall bold offenders e'er be spared.  
 

The impious crew, (that factious band,)  
Shall hide their heads or quit the land.  
And all that break the public rest.  
Where I have power, shall be suppressed. 

 

Let this same inspired volume, then, be your pattern and your guide — let its 
doctrines and its holiness be implanted in your hearts, and you too will be prepared to 
glorify God, whether in peace or war, whether as a citizen or a soldier. 

You will thus rescue the military life from the stigma of being a "school of vice 
and infidelity," and save your own soul from everlasting perdition. You will thus become 
useful and honoured while alive, perpetuating in living examples the undying eulogy of 
the immortal Burke when he said that "these people of the Southern colonies are much 
more strongly, and with an higher and more stubborn spirit, attached to liberty than 
those of the Northward" or "in any part of the world."   And should you fall in the service 
of your country upon the field of battle, of you it will be said, as it was said by an ancient 
father, "O soldiers glorious in Christ, you too served in the armies of earthly princes, yet 
were you truly spiritual soldiers of God, defeating the wiles of the devil by a steady 
confession of the name of Christ, and earning the crowns and palms of the Lord." 



 

 
 

 Book Review 

Searching for Lincoln 
By Darlin Productions 
©2015 DVD  
 

Reviewed by H. Rondel Rumburg 
 

 
 

Here is a DVD that is a one of a kind in that it takes the words of Lincoln to expose him 
and the many myths around him. Here is an answer to ―What did Lincoln really believe 
about slavery?‖ His own words are used to answer that question. Here is an extensive 
answer to ―What did Lincoln really believe about the Constitution?‖ The DVD also deals 
with Lincoln and race, colonization, the territories, emancipation, total war, etc. If you 
really want a true picture of Lincoln and do not want to sift through the normal idol 
worship of the man then this is for you! 

Thomas DiLorenzo, who is an authority on the real Lincoln, is interviewed at different 
points in the DVD. He puts things into context for the viewer. 

This DVD is well done and will reward you the more times that you view it. Perhaps you 
can get unconvinced friends or enemies to view it for the information. This is basically 
LINCOLN ON LINCOLN. 

The Confederate Shop in Harrisonburg, Virginia carries this product along 
with a multitude of items suited to the fancy of true Confederates. 
Searching for Lincoln – Documentary – DVD 
$20.00 
1 hour 59 minutes 

A professional documentary which examines the true Lincoln, his motives and 

intentions. This documentary is divided into three segments: 

 Lincoln and slavery 

 Lincoln and the Constitution 



 Lincoln and total war. 

Issues such as Lincoln‟s views on race, new territories, emancipation and ex-

slave colonization are all examined as well as how our great republic was 

intentionally altered after The War Between the States. 

May be ordered via phone (540) 896-5750 or at 

https://confederateshop.com/shop/searching-for-lincoln-documentary-dvd/ 

 

   
 

 We must remember who we are and what we must be about:  

The SCV Challenge by Lt. Gen. S. D. Lee 
  

To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will 
commit the vindication of the cause for which we 
fought.  To your strength will be given the 
defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his history, the emulation of 
his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles 
which he loved and which you love also, and 
those ideals which made him glorious and which 
you also cherish. Remember, it is your duty to 
see that the true history of the South is 
presented to future generations. 

  

***** 

 Chaplain’s Handbook 
  Sesquicentennial Edition 

Sons of Confederate Veterans  
  

This is an enlarged Sesquicentennial Edition of the Chaplain’s Handbook.   It is enlarged from 

131 pages to 165 pages. A chapter has been added on the topic, SCV Chaplains Should be 

Gentlemen; there has also been added a third burial service, The Order for the Burial of the Dead 



of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Confederate States of America; a chapter on Praying 

in Public has been added; and a chapter on Prayer Suggestions for Public Use.  All the other 

chapters remain the same. 
 

Hopefully, those using the handbook will find it even more useful than before.  There is the same 

cloth cover, acid free paper for longevity, sewn signatures, etc.  
 

The retail price is being kept to a minimum of $12, which is very low for a hardback quality 

publication.  Contact SCV headquarters or biblicalandsouthernstudies.com for a copy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


