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 “That the Southern people literally were put to the torture is vaguely 

understood, but even historians have shrunk from the unhappy task of 

showing us the torture chambers.” Claude G. Bowers 
 

 

 
 

“Reconstruction was … an artificial fog, behind which the „master minds” 

staged a revolution that changed America from a democracy to a plutocracy 

of ever-growing magnitude.” Rep. B. Carroll Reece (R-TN) 1960 
 

Quote from a Confederate Chaplain 
 

“During service Dr. Peterkin knelt to pray; as usual, the men stood up or sat still, for 

most part; but when General Lee knelt in the dust, all dropped down instantly.” 

This is evidence of real leadership! 

Chaplain Henry Martyn White 
1st Virginia Artillery 

 

     

 

Editorial 
  

Fellow Compatriots in the Chaplains‘ Corps and Friends: 
 

Are you a Christian? Do you trust in Christ alone for your salvation from sin? 

Christian people‘s lives and lips need to be in tune with their great and glorious triune 

God and His Word. Have you ever heard the saying, ―What you do speaks so loudly I 

cannot hear what you are saying?‖  

Remember the words of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ: ―A new commandment I 

give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one 

another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to 

another‖ (John 13:34-35). That speaks of our behavior to those of like faith. Here our 

Lord is not speaking of love to all humanity, but love within the household of faith. Love 

itself is not a new commandment. The new element appears to be the mutual affection 

that believers in Christ have for each other. Our behavior matters before God.  

How do we love other people? Not by buying all their food and provisions for life, 

not by buying your neighbor a car when you buy one, not by some kind of syrupy 
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language, etc. Paul said, ―Owe no man any thing, but to love one another‖-- but how do 

you do that? Paul explained, ―[H]e that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. For this, 

Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not 

bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is 

briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 

Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law‖ (Rom. 

13:8-10). Love for your neighbor is seen in what you do not do to him. Love is the 

fulfilling of the second table of the Law of God toward him. If you love your neighbor, 

you do not commit adultery with his wife; you do not steal from him; you do not lie 

about him; you do not covet what he has; and you do not try to inflict harm on him. 

Caring for the truly poor is another matter. 
 

Please consider ConfederateChaplain.com & Chaplain-in-Chief.com 
 

     
 

This issue contains our Chaplain-in-Chief‘s editorial. You will also find our Chaplain-in-
Chief‘s article on Alethophobia. Your editor has provided a biographical sketch of 
Chaplain John Harvey Mashburn. Consider the article of our assistant editor, Mark 
Evans, The Praying General, which deals with our beloved Lee and his example. This 
issue, as usual, includes A Confederate Sermon, submitted by Chaplain 
Kenneth Studdard, by Rev. John L. Girardeau, on The Rest of the People of 
God. He makes the biblical case for just war. Our Book Review is 
Confederate Flags Matter, reviewed by Rex Miller.  
 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Editor H. Rondel Rumburg 
  
[Compatriots, if you know of any members of the Chaplains’ Corps or others who would like to receive 

this e-journal, please let us have their names and e-mail addresses.  Also, feel free to send copies of this 

journal to anyone you think would like to receive it.  If you want to “unsubscribe” please e-mail the 

editor or assistant editor.  Confederately, HRR] 
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THE CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF'S MESSAGE 
 

Dear fellow Chaplains and Friends of the Corps: 
 

October 10th the General Executive Council will have its Fall meeting at General 
Headquarters in Columbia, Tennessee. I know that you will be in prayer for these good 
men during this time of discussion and decision. Attacks continue on all things Southern 
and many vital decisions will be made. Our leaders need the guidance of God's Spirit 
and I know that you will hold these men before the Lord. 

A few days ago I had opportunity to be with Commander Marc Thornton and the 
good men of the Captain J. J. Dickison Camp in Melbourne, Florida. It was a very good 
meeting in an active camp. The men were planning a special "Show the Flag" event at 
the Melbourne city hall in response to detractors seeking removal of all things Southern. 
I thank these men and their leaders (special thanks to Don Young for his organizational 
skills).  

Let me remind you of the Chaplain-in-Chief's web page (chaplain-in-chief.com). I 
hope you will check out the October updates. If you would like to present an article for 
"The Chaplain's Corner" on the website, please email to me at drparker@mdivs.edu. I 
would love to present your article for the blessing of the Corps.  

I am beginning to put together some preliminary plans for the 2016 Chaplains' 
Conference. The 2015 Conference was such a blessing, I am truly looking forward to our 
next time together. Please share with me your thoughts and ideas for 2016. I am sure 
that you will begin now praying for this outstanding time of fellowship and preaching.  

I am looking forward to January 6, 2016. I have opportunity to speak at the 
Lee/Jackson Banquet sponsored by the Indiana Division. It will be a special pleasure to 
be with Divisional Commander Alan Losure and the good men and women of the 
Confederate State of Indiana.  

Thank you Chaplains for all that you are doing. It is so vital that we continue the 
Christian influence in the Confederation even as it was such powerful guidance in the 
Confederate Army of the 1860s -- truly the greatest Army that has ever taken the field of 
battle.  
 

Deo Vindice! 
  
Ray L. Parker 
Chaplain-in-Chief 
 

***** 
Chaplain-in-Chief’s Article 

 

Alethophobia 
 

"Truth is fallen in the street" (Isaiah 59:14) 



 

Ray L. Parker 
 

What is Alethophobia? 
  
Alethophobia seems to be a major problem in contemporary society -- and an 

interesting malady it is. Many who suffer from alethophobia do not know they have it 

even though they exhibit its symptoms continually. Usually those with alethophobia 

believe they are normal, contributing members of society. They feel their understanding 

and actions are completely honorable and to be commended. They believe their 

understanding and reasoning is of the highest quality and certainly of the highest moral 

standard. In their view they are the model for all others to follow and if you oppose their 

world-view, you are certainly incorrect and must be instructed in their ways.  

Usually when one suffering from alethophobia is confronted with reality, they react 

in an aggressive way and with verbal verbosity. They condemn those who seek to assist 

them and guide them in a more correct way. The prospect of an open, intellectual 

discussion causes fear to grow in their hearts.   

But what is alethophobia? Alethophobia is a crippling fear of truth. From a biblical 

perspective, the Lord Jesus faced many with this malady during his earthly ministry. 

The Scripture states that Jesus is "the way, the truth, and the life" (John 14:6). Yet there 

were those in the culture of Christ who refused to hear what Jesus had to say. They 

rejected Him without any serious consideration of the message He presented. They 

called Him names, motivated crowds to gather in opposition to Him, and actually 

desired to do away with all things that reminded them of Christ. Eventually they put 

Him to death and seriously thought they had solved the "Jesus problem." Easter 

Sunday, of course, proved otherwise! 

This mental malady is still operative two-thousand years after Christ. Recently I was 

speaking with a minister. In the conversation, John 14:6 (referenced above) was 

mentioned. His response shocked me. He said, "I get so tired of people quoting that 

verse!" He was visibly shaken by the Scripture. For some theological reason he had 

devised a plan that placed Jesus in a lesser position and when confronted with the truth 

of Scripture, he responded emotionally with fear of that which challenged his 

understanding. He was not open to discussion.  

Alethophobia also expresses itself in ways other than religion. The current cultural 

desire to somehow "cleanse" history of all things Southern is an expression of this 

malady. Often when one with a high view of Southern heritage enters into conversation 

with a Southern detractor, the discussion becomes emotional with the detractor highly 

agitated and refusing to "hear" anything contrary to that person's "settled reality."  

Trying to present truth about Abraham Lincoln, slavery, state's rights, secession, 

Northern aggression, Southern desire for self-determination in government, 

Confederate soldiers, the Battle Flag, as well as contemporary heritage organizations as 



the Sons of Confederate Veterans -- all of these attempts to share "truth" are presented 

to "closed ears." Those with alethophobia do not want to hear the truth; they fear the 

truth.   
 

We Have Nothing to Fear from the Truth 
 

As Southerners we welcome truth. We are willing to discuss issues with any who are 

open to discussion. We will listen. We will consider. We will research. We honor truth. 

We do not "shut down" if one disagrees with us. We want to hear with understanding 

and empathy so that our wisdom will increase. I think of the words recorded by Isaiah 

the prophet, "Come now and let us reason together" (Isaiah 1:18). When former 

Adjunct-in-Chief Steve Ritchie was asked how he would respond to one with hatred 

toward all things Southern, he replied, "I would like them to sit with me on my front 

porch as we talk about these things and drink tea together." We have nothing to fear 

from truth. We desire to dialogue within the parameters of truth. 

The problem we face in this area is alethophobia. Often our detractors, rather than 

discuss and reason, merely engage in name calling and shouting. They are quick to 

brand those with a  high view of Southern heritage as "racists" and "hate mongers." They 

demand that Confederate flags be removed, Confederate monuments be replaced, the 

names of schools and streets be changed, and some even desire to "dig up" the 

Confederate dead. This reasoning would have all things Confederate disappear. I saw a 

posting on Facebook recently that said, "If this anti-Confederate hysteria continues, it 

will seem to future generations that Yankees marched south in the 1860s to do battle 

with Yankees." How ridiculous to ignore the truth of history.    
 

Let Us Proclaim the Truth 
 

In the Old Testament book of Psalms, David wrote, "I have chosen the way of truth" 

(Psalm 119:30). The prophet Zechariah wrote, "Speak every man truth" (Zech. 8:16). The 

Lord Jesus said, "The truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). The Apostle Paul 

instructed that we are to be "speaking the truth in love" (Eph. 4:15). 

It is always an honor to join with other earnest seekers for truth. It is always wise to 

"reason together" in the analysis of truth. It is always mentally and spiritually 

challenging to explore the depths of biblical and historic truth. So we will not walk in the 

ways of those plagued by alethophobia, but rather we will walk into the bright light of 

truth. It is this truth that encourages us to honor our Confederate ancestors. Over a 

century and a half ago they were faced with vital choices, each of which involved truth. 

They would not allow the banner of truth to fall in the street. They hoisted that banner 

and stood. We will follow their example.  
        

 



 

 

 
Chaplain John Harvey Mashburn 

(1803-1879) 

38th Georgia Regiment or Wright’s Georgia Brigade 
 

By Dr. H. Rondel Rumburg 

 
―Know All Men by these presents that I, John H. Mashburn, for and in consideration of the love I bear for 

the cause of Christ, and from an earnest desire to promote His heritage on earth, do give and grant and by 

all these presents convey … a certain … piece of land‖ to Ebenezer Church. 
 

Genesis 

John Harvey Mashburn was of English lineage. It appears that two brothers, 

Edward and Mathew Mashburn, emigrated from England together. Edward‘s son Elisha 

Mashburn, Sr. was the father of John Harvey Mashburn who was born in Burke County, 

North Carolina on August 20, 1803. 

Elisha moved his family to Forsyth County, Georgia, when John was very young. 

Here he grew up under the tutelage of his parents. On his twentieth birthday he 

professed conversion to Christ and joined the Methodist Church. It was said, ―[H]e was 

a consistent and useful member until he passed from the Church below to the Church 

above.‖ John married Catherine (Cathy) Twiggs the daughter of Timothy and Joicy 

Willas Twiggs on October 29, 1821.  

John H. Mashburn, according to several of his descendants, was a Medical Doctor 

(likely of the frontier type), before he was called into the ministry. The family has in its 

possession a small medical book published in Knoxville, Tennessee. The volume 

contains cures for many diseases (being much worn, it was covered with a linsey-

woolsey cloth laced to the inside of the covers).  

Mashburn was licensed to preach by Rev. Thomas Samford, the presiding elder of 

the Athens District, on October 15, 1827. His deacon‘s ordination was by Bishop James 

O. Andrew in Lagrange, Georgia, on January 6, 1833. John‘s ordination as elder was by 

Bishop Thomas A. Morris in Athens, Georgia on December 18, 1837. During his ministry 



he devoted twenty years as a local minister and twenty-five years as an itinerant 

preacher. 

Elder Mashburn was admitted upon trial into the Georgia Conference on January 8, 

1851. Thus in 1851 he was to become a fully ordained minister in the Georgia 

Conference, with an assignment to ride the circuit. One has said, ―It was highly unusual 

for men of his age to become circuit riders (most men who became circuit riders were in 

their twenties) and is an indicator of the strength of his calling.‖ During the next ten 

years, he served, as was the custom, two years in a circuit before being transferred to 

another one; thus he became well known throughout north Georgia.‖ His appointment 

was to the Clarksville Circuit for 1851, then to the Gainesville Circuit for 1852, to 

Clarksville again in 1853, to Canton in 1854, and to Dahlonega in 1855. He served the 

Ellijay Mission in 1856 and 1857. It was the Calhoun circuit in 1858, Currahee Mission 

in 1859, the LaFayette Circuit in 1860 and Decatur Circuit in 1861. He was now near his 

brother Elisha, who was a carpenter working in the Decatur area. 
 

War 

The tocsin of war had resounded throughout the South, and the war mongers from 

the North were on their way to kill and pillage. Hostile forces had invaded the sovereign 

state of Maryland and occupied her. A new nation was formed, called the Confederate 

States of America. This nation sought to return to the ideals of the old Constitution that 

were being wrecked by Lincoln and the abolitionists. Some of the abolitionists 

denounced the Constitution as a ―covenant with death and an agreement with hell.‖ This 

quote is from William Lloyd Garrison, journalist, and an abolitionist fanatic.  He said, 

―This Union is a lie!  The American Union is an imposition—a covenant with death, and 

an agreement with hell! I am for its overthrow! Up with the flag of disunion, that we 

may have a free and glorious Republic of our own….‖ 

As the war began, Judge Augustus R. Wright, whose judicial appointments roughly 

paralleled Rev. Mashburn‘s circuit appointments, organized Wright‘s Legion. Wright‘s 

Legion was sent to a training camp just outside of Decatur. After the training, the unit 

was inducted into service for Georgia.  It received its designation, the 38th Georgia 

Volunteer Regiment. It is likely that the preacher and the judge had met and were 

acquainted. This is what likely facilitated Rev. Mashburn‘s appointment as regimental 

chaplain.  

The day before their departure, a beautiful silk flag was presented. The local ladies 

furnished the material for the construction of the banner. Then they presented it with a 

presentation address by Miss Mollie G. Brown. The spokesman for the company was 

Chaplain John H. Mashburn, who received the flag and expressed appreciation for the 

38th Georgia. 

John was heavily invested in the war as his sons began to join.  His oldest son, 

Elisha N. Mashburn, enlisted March 10, 1862, in the 43rd Georgia Volunteer Infantry. He 



was wounded at the Battle of Baker‘s Creek, Mississippi,on May 16, 1863. His sons, 

James Timothy Mashburn and Henry Thomas Mashburn, enlisted in the same unit as 

their brother. John‘s son, John Wesley Mashburn, joined the same unit as his father. 

His son, Robert Franklin Mashburn, also enlisted in the 43rd and was wounded at 

Baker‘s Creek and Resaca as well as imprisoned at Fort Delaware. Elisha, John‘s 

brother‘s son, joined the same unit and was wounded at the Battle of Baker‘s Creek. 

These men would be wounded, some more than once, and become prisoners of war. 

Chaplain Mashburn had great work to do for the Lord and as a result of so many 

sons being in the war he became a great prayer warrior. Following their basic training, 

the 38th Georgia was sent to protect Savannah. They were stationed on Skidaway Island. 

The commander of Savannah, General Alexander Robert Lawton, sought permission to 

take his best regiments to Virginia to fight under General R. E. Lee. The 38th was thus 

engaged in most of the strategic battles in Virginia.  

The 38th under General Gordon saw a deep moving of the Holy Spirit with numbers 

of men seeking the way of eternal life. There were to be many manifestations of the 

presence of God through the preaching of the Word of God in the coming days. 

The exact reason for the resignation of Chaplain Mashburn is not known, but it was 

submitted and accepted in July of 1862. He was almost sixty, and the Confederate 

Congress had passed a law permitting men over sixty to resign, and they also passed a 

law reducing the salary of a chaplain to $50 dollars a month with a large family at home. 

He had sons, brothers, and cousins in the army. Mashburn was the first chaplain of this 

unit and would be succeeded by Chaplain Jabez M. Brittain (whose biography has been 

previously produced in the ―Chaplains Corps Chronicles‖). 

In May of 1864, his son, John Wesley Mashburn, was captured and sent to Fort 

Delaware where he spent ten months in that swampy place without decent food or 

clothing. A terrible disease passed through the prison, and many prisoners died, and 

some died after being paroled. His son was able to return to Forsyth County, but died of 

the disease within a few weeks of reaching home. He was buried in the Ebenezer Church 

Cemetery. Of the five sons that Chaplain Mashburn had in the army, this one died 

during the war, bringing his greatest fear to pass, but the hand of the Lord sustains His 

own. Mary M. Cogburn Mashburn, the new widow, moved her family to her sister‘s 

home in Dawsonville. John Wesley Mashburn‘s sons (George, Harvey, William Eli and 

John Wesley Mashburn Jr.) eventually moved to the Calhoun-Adairsville area. Later 

Mary went to live with her youngest son, John, in Alabama, and she was buried in the 

Evergreen Cemetery in Springville, Alabama. 
 

After the War 

The war had ended early for Rev. John Harvey Mashburn. His age and circumstance 

did not despoil his preaching of the gospel of salvation through Christ alone. Now he 

was to minister to the needs of his hurting fellow citizens. The final days of the war and 



immediately thereafter (1862-1868) he spent ministering in the Cumming Circuit of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Before war‘s end, he moved to Gainesville where he 

became a local pastor.  

There was another sorrow visited upon Pastor Mashburn on April 20, 1869, when 

his wife, Catherine, went to be with the Lord. This was a great loss of his beloved friend 

and helper in life. He buried her in the Ebenezer Church Cemetery. The grave marker 

gave her age as ―70 Years, 2 Months and 5 Days.‖ The Lord had blessed their marriage 

with eight children whom they brought up in the ―nurture and admonition of the Lord.‖ 

John H. Mashburn married again on August 27, 1869. He married a widow, Mrs. 

Nancy M. Butler, who had one child, Ella C. Butler. His colleague, the Rev. John R. 

Parker, officiated. The Memoir said, ―This marriage was also happy. They were ‗heirs of 

the grace of life together.‘‖  

He was appointed to regular work again on the Jefferson Circuit in the Elberton 

District for 1868-9; the Carnesville Circuit for 1870-1; the Mulberry Circuit for 1872-3; 

the Air-line Mission for 1874; the Hall Circuit in the Gainesville District for 1875; and 

the Gillsville Circuit for 1876. where his labors for the Lord ceased along with his earthly 

life. 

Rev. Mashburn was described in the following fashion: 
 

Brother Mashburn was a man of fine physical proportions, endowed with an 

excellent constitution, inured to labor and hardness; and with a good native 

intellect, well cultivated for his limited opportunities. With a good mind well stored 

with the treasures of God‘s word, and with the practical knowledge of the world, of 

men and things, and the realities of life, he improved well the talents committed to 

his keeping, and made a useful laborer in the field of his Master – won many 

sheaves, and has doubtless gone home to receive a good reward. He possessed a 

good judgment and a well-balanced, practical mind, manifested alike in the prudent 

management of his own temporal affairs and the business of the Church. By his 

prudent economy, though his allowance was often meager, he avoided 

embarrassment, lived comfortably, and left his wife a comfortable home. As a local 

preacher in the country in which he lived and labored during his twenty years of 

local service, he rendered valuable and efficient aid and co-operation in a section 

where the gospel was much needed in those years to civilize and Christianize the 

people and to prepare the way for the Church when much of the land was not yet 

possessed by any Christian denomination.  
 

Mashburn was also described in his ministry: 
 

As a preacher he was earnest, spiritual, and practical. He was a man of a good spirit 

– cheerful, conscientious, popular in his sphere, acceptable, and useful. He was 



humble and ever ready and willing to do and suffer the will of his Master without 

murmuring, proving in sincerity his subjection to the gospel. He was noted for his 

punctuality and fidelity as a Christian and a minister. He did not confer with flesh 

and blood when duty called for labor and sacrifice. 
 

Many men of God want to die in the harness, so-to-speak. This was certainly the case for 

Rev. John Harvey Mashburn. He was trying to reach an appointment to preach in 

March, and the weather was very cold. He suffered greatly from the exposure and never 

afterward entirely recovered from its effects. His last illness continued in excess of a 

week. He suffered extreme bodily pain, but remained in a calm and peaceful spirit. 

Being conscious of his soon departure from this world, he showed no fears for the 

future. During this time he calmly made his Last Will and Testament—―I, John H. 

Mashburn of said State and County, being of sound and disposing mind but seriously 

afflicted in body and knowing the uncertainty of life do make and publish this my last 

will and testament, revoking any Will heretofore made or expressed by me.‖ The first 

item in his Will was ―I desire that my body shall be buried in decent Christian burial at 

the burying ground at Ebenezer Church in Forsyth County at the side of my wife in a 

place heretofore left by me for that purpose. My soul I trust, shall return to rest with 

God who gave it.‖ 

Once he had calmly made his will and arranged his temporal affairs he looked 

beyond this world in his faith and expectation. It was written of him that ―he had no 

fears of the future.‖ Someone asked him if he could still trust in God and he 

emphatically and with emotion replied, ―I do!‖ The Lord‘s servant declared that he had 

made it his great concern in life to know God experimentally and to enjoy His 

communion. The Memoir recorded, ―He assured his friends of a well-grounded hope of 

eternal life. He often rejoiced in the spirit, and said much to cheer and comfort all 

around him.‖  

The words of Paul were true in his case, ―For I am now ready to be offered, and the 

time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 

have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 

the Lord the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 

them also that love his appearing‖ (2 Timothy 4:6-8). 

Rev. John Harvey Mashburn died in Gainesville, Georgia on June 13, 1876. As he 

desired he was buried beside his first wife in the burying ground at Ebenezer Church in 

Forsyth County in the ground he had given the church. The Memoir said, ―A good and 

useful man has departed from us. He was faithful unto death, and He who said, ‗He that 

is faithful in the least is faithful in much,‘ and chose unlettered fishermen, and made 

them bright and shining lights, and accepted and rewarded their services, has doubtless 

accepted the services of Brother Mashburn, and crowned him with unfading glory at His 

own right-hand.‖ 



This minister of the gospel of Christ who preached to fellow citizens and fellow 

soldiers now awaits the resurrection day. J. P. Wardlaw, in one of the denominational 

papers, concluded that he was resting ―in the bosom of the Savior, ‗till the heavenly 

gleaners gather our loved ones and restore them to your waiting arms.‘‖ 
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The Praying General 

Mark W. Evans 
Past Chaplain-in-Chief 

 

     Confederate Chaplain J. William Jones learned from Mrs. Robert E. Lee how her 

husband made his decision to resign from the Federal army.  Jones said:  ―I received 

from Mrs. Lee once a very vivid account of the struggle it cost her husband to sever the 

ties which bound him to the Union and to the United States Army.  She said that after 

his last interview with General Scott he returned to Arlington deeply affected by the 

circumstances which surrounded him, and anxious to decide what was his present duty.  

The night his letter of resignation was written, he asked to be left alone for a time, and 

while he paced the chamber above, and was heard frequently to fall on his knees and 

engage in earnest prayer for divine guidance, she waited and watched and prayed below.  

At last he came down calm, collected, almost cheerful, and said, ‗Well. Mary, the 

question is settled‘‖ [J. William Jones, Life and Letters of Gen Robert Edward Lee, p. 

132].   

     The praying General believed that soldiers also should prepare their hearts through 

prayer.  President Davis called for a Day of Fasting and Prayer in August, 1863, and 

General Lee responded with General Order, Number 83, concluding with these words:   

―Soldiers!  We have sinned against Almighty God.  We have forgotten His signal mercies 

and have cultivated a revengeful, haughty, and boastful spirit. We have not remembered 

that the defenders of a just cause should be pure in His eyes; that ‗our times are in His 

hands;‘ and we have relied too much on our own arms for the achievement of our 

independence.  God is our only refuge and our strength.  Let us humble ourselves before 

Him.  Let us confess our many sins, and beseech Him to give us a higher courage, a 

purer patriotism and more determined will; that He will convert the hearts of our 

enemies; that He will hasten the time when war, with its sorrows and sufferings, shall 



cease, and that He will give us a name and place among the nations of the earth‖ [Christ 

in the Camp, p. 56]. 

     During the Day of Prayer, the General‘s words took deep root.  Chaplain J. William 

Jones wrote:  ―I can never forget the effect produced by the reading of this order at the 

solemn services of that memorable fast-day.  A precious revival was already in progress 

in many of the commands – the day was almost universally observed – the attendance 

upon preaching and other services was very large – the solemn attention and starting 

tear attested the deep interest felt – and the work of grace among the troops widened 

and deepened and went gloriously on until there had been thousands of professions of 

faith in Christ as a personal Savior.  How far these grand results were due to this fast-

day, or to the quiet influence and fervent prayers of the commanding general, eternity 

alone shall reveal‖ [Christ in the Camp, p. 56]. 

     General Lee knew that God was no respecter of persons.  No matter what rank or 

status, the Throne of Grace was opened to all believers in Jesus Christ.  The humblest 

Christian had free access to the King of kings.  Chaplain Jones remembered:  ―While the 

Army of Northern Virginia confronted General Meade at Mine Run, near the end of 

November, 1863, and a battle was momentarily expected, General Lee with a number of 

general and staff officers, was riding down his line of battle, when, just in [the] rear of 

General A. P. Hill‘s position, the cavalcade suddenly came upon a party of soldiers 

engaged in one of those prayer-meetings which they so often held on the eve of battle.  

An attack from the enemy seemed imminent – already the sharpshooting along the 

skirmish-line had begun – the artillery was belching forth its hoarse thunder, and the 

mind and heart of the great chieftain were full of the expected combat.  Yet, as he saw 

those ragged veterans bowed in prayer, he instantly dismounted, uncovered his head 

and devoutly joined in the simple worship.  The rest of the party at once followed his 

example, and those humble privates found themselves leading the devotions of their 

loved and honored chieftain‖ [Christ in the Camp, p. 51]. 

     The General also realized his need of the prayers of others.  Rev. T. V. Moore recalled:  

―No one ever rendered him a service, however humble, that was not instantly and 

gratefully acknowledged, however lowly the persons might be.  During the summer of 

1864, after he had been holding at bay the tremendous forces of General Grant for long 

weeks, retreating step by step, as he was outflanked by overwhelming numbers, until he 

reached the neighborhood of Cold Harbor, I had occasion to render him a slight service, 

so slight that, knowing at the time that he was sick, and overburdened with the great 

responsibilities of his arduous and continually menaced position, I never expected it to 

be acknowledged at all; but, to my surprise, I received a letter thanking me for this 

trivial service, and adding:  ―I thank you especially that I have a place in your prayers.  

No human power can avail us without the blessing of God, and I rejoice to know that in 



this crisis of our affairs, good men everywhere are supplicating Him for His favor and 

protection‖ [Christ in the Camp, p. 52]. 

      Although defeated by the North‘s overwhelming numbers and vast resources, the 

South‘s hero continued his remaining five years of life strong in faith, fervent in prayer, 

and faithfully fulfilling his duties.  As President of Washington College, he transformed a 

devastated, almost bankrupt institution into a premier educational center for Southern 

young men.  Surpassing this admirable feat was his resolve to see the Christian faith and 

virtues instilled in the hearts of the students.  He told Rev. W. S. White, Stonewall 

Jackson‘s old pastor, ―I shall be disappointed, sir; I shall fail in the leading object that 

brought me here, unless these young men all become consistent Christians‖ [J. William 

Jones, Life and Letters of Robert E. Lee, p. 419].   

     At a memorial service for General Robert E. Lee, conducted at the Citadel Square 

Baptist Church, Charleston, SC, Rev. E. T. Winkler concluded with these words of 

tribute: ―Favored land, which has produced so rare a spirit, which encircles by its 

boundaries the fields of his shining valor, which has so long beheld a monument to the 

glory of religion in the person of her most honored son!  Favored land, where the echoes 

of his prayers still linger, after the trumpets of his charging squadrons have died away!  

Favored land, where the laurels, and the standards, and the spoils of war lie low before 

the Mercy-Seat!  Favored land, where the spirit of her greatest son is expressed in the 

inspired ascription of old, ‗Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give 

glory! [Life and Letters, p. 435].      
      

 
 

A CONFEDERATE SERMON 
Submitted to Chaplain Kenneth Studdard 

 

John Lafayette Girardeau (1825-98) was a Presbyterian pastor and theologian 

of great ability. His life was devoted to the preaching of the gospel. His heart was deeply 

moved to work among the slaves of his native South Carolina. Prior to the outbreak of 

the War Between the States, he served as pastor of a predominantly black church.  

Girardeau was once called the ―Spurgeon of America,‖ and many were moved by his 

powerful Christ-centered preaching. In Preachers with Power, Douglas Kelly describes 

Girardeau as one who ―had a profound grasp of the reformed faith and was skilled in 

preaching it with unusual power, clarity and unction to the men and women of his own 

culture…not a few observers expressed surprise at the theological nature of his 

preaching to the black slaves.‖  

Girardeau served the Confederate Army as a chaplain of the Twenty-third Regiment 

of the South Carolina Volunteers. Following the war Girardeau continued in the 

pastorate until he was called to the chair of Didactic and Polemic Theology of Columbia 



Theological Seminary. He would continue in that position until retiring due to poor 

health.  

The editor of the Girardeau‘s volume of sermons said the following regarding this 

sermon:  ―The purpose of this sermon was evidently to comfort those whose hearts were 

sore. A note says: "Delivered in the Second Presbyterian Church, Charleston, in the 

summer of 1865—the year when the war closed—to a great congregation from all the 

dismantled Presbyterian churches of the city.‖ 
 

THE REST OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

Hebrews 4:9. "There remaineth, therefore, a rest to the people of God." 
 

The first part of this epistle is occupied in showing that the advantages accruing to 

the Hebrews from their profession of Christianity were superior to those which they 

would have enjoyed had they continued their adherence to Judaism. In an elaborate 

comparison which the apostle institutes between Christ and the ministries of the old 

dispensation, he proves the infinite superiority of the Savior to the prophets, to the 

angels through whose hands the law was dispensed, to Moses, and to the Aaronic 

priesthood. And in the argument in which the text occurs he evinces the pre-eminence 

of Jesus over Joshua as a leader, and of the rest into which he introduces the people of 

God over that into which Israel was conducted by their illustrious captain. In the 

prosecution of this branch of the comparison the apostle mentions several kinds of rest, 

in order to show what was not and what is that rest which remaineth for the people of 

God. In the first place, he adverts to the rest into which God entered when he ceased 

from the works of creation, of which the Sabbath was originally designed to be a 

reminder and a monument. Had man remained in His primitive integrity he would have 

enjoyed a rest in God of which the perpetual recurrence of the Sabbath was a beautiful 

type. But, as he sinned, that natural institution was suited at once to remind him of the 

rest which he had lost, and to convince him of his need of another. Neither, therefore, 

the rest into which God as Creator entered, nor the Sabbath which was its sign, could be 

that which now remains to the people of God. Nor, argues the apostle, can the temporal 

rest into which Israel was led by Joshua be that which still exists for us. For long after 

the occupation of the Promised Land and the enjoyment of the blessings it contained, 

the Holy Spirit through David made mention of another day of rest. If Joshua had given 

them rest, then would not God have spoken of another day? When, then, the apostle 

expresses it as his conclusion that there remaineth a rest to the people of God, he does 

not mean to intimate that there is no present rest which it is possible to attain, and that 

the future alone can disclose it, but that, over and above those other sorts of rest which 

he had mentioned, there remains another which is to be discriminated from them. The 

last kind of rest to which he alludes is that which is brought to our notice in his 



declaration, that "he that is entered into his rest he also hath ceased from his own works 

as God did from His." I am unable to understand these words, unless the reference be to 

Christ. The argument appears to be that as God, as Creator, finished His works and 

entered into rest, so Christ, as Mediator and Redeemer, has closed His labors and 

entered into His rest. And as the Sabbath originally was designed to be a sign of rest 

from the works of creation, the Lord's Day is intended to represent to us the rest which 

succeeded the labors of redemption. Now, as Jesus acted in the capacity of a public 

person—as a federal head and leader of His people—in accomplishing His mediatorial 

functions, in the same character He entered into rest. He has secured for them a rest 

into which they are exhorted to enter by faith. To believe is to enter into that rest, to 

disbelieve is to be excluded from it. He who believes enters now into it. For, declares the 

apostle, we which have believed do enter into rest. The rest, therefore, into which Christ 

introduces His people by means of their faith in His atoning labors is that which 

remaineth for the people of God, the only, the true Sabbatism of the soul. Though in its 

own nature perfect, it is in the present life, in consequence of the corruptions which 

exist in believers, partial and incomplete in the extent of its realization. The day will 

come when, concurrently with the perfect sanctification of the soul, it will be 

consummate in degree as well as in nature. The heavenly rest is but the complement of 

that which the believer now enjoys in Christ. He who now rests by faith in his Redeemer 

will ultimately rest in heaven. But in each case He who confers the rest is Christ. 

The question now occurs, what is the nature of that rest which remaineth for the 

people of God, and into which Jesus as their leader conducts them? The term rest is a 

correlative one. It stands related both to labor and to pain. He who ceases from 

wearisome and exhausting toil is said to rest, and so with him who is relieved from 

torturing pain. The soldier, who in a parched climate and under a burning sun has been 

exhausted by a day's march, knows the sweetness of rest, when at evening he stretches 

his wearied limbs on some leafy bed, and composes himself to slumber. The sick man, 

who for long days and nights has tossed on his couch, scorched by fever or racked by 

pain, is prepared to understand the gratefulness of rest. I shall endeavor to show that 

both of these elements enter into the composition of that rest which Jesus promises to 

His people. 

I. It may be remarked, in the first place, that this rest involves a cessation of those 

anxious and futile labors by which we attempt to secure our justification. 

When men are profoundly convinced that in consequence of their sins there is a 

breach betwixt them and their Maker; that He is their judicial enemy; that His broken 

law demands their punishment, and His holiness, justice, and truth conspire to enforce 

this claim, they address themselves to the discharge of duties and the performance of 

labors in the hope that they will thus be enabled to avert their doom, and propitiate the 

favor of God. But there are two insuperable difficulties which oppose the success of their 



schemes. The sentence is already pronounced which ensures their condemnation on the 

ground of past offences, and it is impossible that they should, by their own efforts, 

furnish an adequate expiation of their guilt, and a satisfactory reparation to the divine 

government. No finite sacrifices will avail to atone for the infinite guiltiness of their sins. 

When all their prayers have been offered, all their tears been shed, all their arduous toils 

been accomplished, the barriers to reconciliation to God are discovered to be just as 

impassable as ever, and the prospect of reaching the end of their efforts as remote as 

when they commenced them. Unfortunately for them, too, the sinful principle within 

them, which no endeavors of their own can eradicate, is so intensely hostile to the 

worship and service of God that all the labors which they expend in that direction are 

attended necessarily with perpetual and consuming misery. Instead of attaining rest 

they increase their unrest. Their convictions of the necessity of laboring are enhanced by 

their disappointments, and their disappointments are deepened by the mortifying 

failure of their efforts. In this deplorable condition Jesus offers them rest. He reveals, by 

His gospel, the fact that He has, as the substitute of sinners, taken their place, assumed 

their legal obligations, obeyed the law in their room, in His life furnishing perfect 

obedience to its precepts, and in His expiatory death exhausting its awful curse; and that 

having finished these, His mediatorial labors, He has entered into rest and secured for 

those who believe in Him exemption from the necessity of incurring vain and painful 

labors for the purpose of attaining their own justification. The work in order to 

justification has been done and perfectly done by Him. To that end there remains 

nothing further to be done by the sinner save only to accept, by faith, His vicarious 

work, and to cease from all labors of his own. When, therefore, the question is asked by 

the anxious and inquiring sinner, ―What work must I do that I may be saved‖, the 

answer invariably is from Christ and His apostles alike: "Believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ." Faith is a confession of impotence. The believer's language is, I can do nothing 

to save myself; I renounce my own work as utterly worthless; I accept the work of the 

Savior and implicitly rely upon that and that alone. He who believes has the labors of 

Christ imputed to him as if he had performed them in his own person, and receives the 

result of those labors—an entrance for his vexed and troubled soul into the rest that 

remains for God's people. 

He desists from his anxious and fruitless toil to win his own justification. He is 

justified in Christ, and being so justified, he obtains, without any works of his own, that 

"peace of God which passeth all understanding." As Jesus entered into His rest when He 

ceased from His labors, the soul that believes in Him and appropriates His works as its 

own passes with the Savior into the same peaceful and blessed condition. 

II. The second element of the rest which the believer enjoys in Christ is his 

exemption from the tortures of a guilty and accusing conscience. 



The question whether we enjoy any true and substantial rest of spirit in this painful 

life depends upon the answer which we are able to give to another question: Do we 

possess a peaceful or a guilty and troubled conscience? This faculty has been shown by 

an able living writer to unite in itself the threefold functions of a law, a witness and a 

judge. In the first of these aspects, it reflects the majesty and authority of that eternal 

standard of rectitude which is founded in the very nature of God. The original rule of 

conduct indestructibly imbedded in the constitution of man, is, when unbiased by the 

false and perverted representation of facts furnished by the understanding, in perfect 

accord with the Scriptures. Though not like them formally expressed in a written 

document, it is indelibly inscribed upon the tablets of the soul. It implicitly contains 

those fundamental principles of rectitude which are capable of application to every 

mental state of which we can be conscious, and to every act which it is possible for us to 

perform. It is God's law in the human soul, its utterances are His utterances, and when it 

speaks, it thunders with His voice, and clothes itself with the awful sanctions of His 

authority. Disobedience to conscience is disobedience to God. In its second phase—that 

of a witness—it takes notice of all our moral acts, keeps, so to speak, a record of our sins, 

and is prepared to furnish its true and unerring testimony against us in every instance of 

transgression. Nor are its records ever completely lost or destroyed. As if graven with 

the point of a diamond in the everlasting rock, its memoranda of our offences are 

absolutely indelible. They may for the time be forgotten by the sinner himself; he may 

suppose them to be buried in the grave of the past beyond the power of resurrection to 

resuscitate them; but when, in sudden and critical emergencies the fears of the future 

are thoroughly aroused as in moments of imminent peril, or in the solemn hour of 

death, bursting into light through all the overlapping inscriptions of years, these records 

of guilt, filed away in the court of conscience, stand out in bold relief to the startled 

memory of the transgressor, and are fastened as charges upon him by a witness which 

speaks with the veracity of God. Its power is still more sensibly felt, and its sanctions 

become still more impressive, when we reflect that, in addition to the characteristics 

which have been mentioned, it discharges the functions of a judge. Itself the witness of 

offences against its own legal requirements, it pronounces upon the transgressor the 

sentence of condemnation. Nor is it possible to slight its judicial decisions. It speaks for 

God when it delivers them, and refers for their authentication to His supreme authority 

and for their ultimate enforcement to His final bar. It sits, in this point of view, on a 

minor judgment-seat in the soul of man, arraigns the offender with divine authority 

before it, with divine majesty utters the sentence of condemnation, and binds him over 

to a higher court, to a more awful judicial day, and to the tremendous solemnities of the 

last assize. It is no marvel, then, that it has power by its thunders to break the slumber 

of the sinner, and to rob him of his fancied rest. It is possible, when conscience smiles 

upon us, when its sentence of approbation supports the soul, to breast with serenity the 



severest storms of adversity, to oppose with singular constancy the unreasonable 

demands of faction, and to pass with undaunted fortitude to the rack, the gibbet and the 

stake. He who is sustained by an enlightened conscience is supported by the power of 

God; and he may well exclaim, If God is for me, who can be against me? "Though an 

host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear. Though war should rise against 

me, in this will I be confident." When, on the contrary, conscience frowns upon the 

transgressor, when its sentences, muttered in the depths of the soul like the first growls 

of a coming tempest herald the swift approach of the final judgment, it dissolves his 

natural courage, unstrings the resolution of his heart, blanches his face with mortal 

paleness, peoples his dying chamber with shapes of terrors, crowds the valley of the 

death-shade with executioners of vengeance, and blackens the awful future before him 

with the aspect of an eternal storm. The most consuming care which one can experience 

is derived from the accusations of a guilty conscience. It admits of no rest. It is more to 

be dreaded than all the pains of the body, and all the engines of physical torture. 

Happily for us, my brethren, a refuge is provided for us from this intolerable evil. From 

the pangs of an accusing conscience Jesus Christ offers us rest. There is no other remedy 

for our unrest but in the atoning blood of the Lamb. The infinite mercy of God in 

furnishing a glorious substitute who assumes our guilt and consents to undergo its penal 

consequences, affords us an escape from the dreadful lash of conscience. Himself holy, 

harmless and undefined, Jesus suffers our sins to be accounted His, permits them to be 

bound upon His soul, and yields Himself a victim to the punishment which must 

otherwise have sunk us to the lowest hell. His death discharges the believer from the 

obligation to suffer in his own person—His blood quenches the lightnings of an angry 

conscience, silences its accusations, and purges it from dead works to serve the living 

God. Who can estimate the relief which faith in a dying Savior brings to the poor sinner 

whose troubled conscience had made this life a burden, and the life to come an object of 

unutterable dread? None, none but he who has experimentally known the sweetness of 

that rest which the conscience smitten spirit finds in the grace of a compassionate 

Redeemer. There be some of us, perhaps, in this assembly today to whom it is not 

difficult to recall a time when we suffered from legal convictions, from the goadings of 

an unpurged conscience, and the apprehensions of eternal wrath. 

The fires of passion raged within, and there was no means of quenching them; the 

conflict with wicked habits grew fiercer and more bitter, and no succor was nigh; the 

commandment pressed with power upon our souls, sin revived, and we died; and ever as 

the perception of our criminality became more vivid, the sentence of doom uttered from 

within us like the blast of a trumpet waxed louder and louder. At every step we seemed 

to be confronted with the terrors of Sinai—its blackness, smoke and flame,—and to draw 

nearer and nearer to the verge, of a fiery and bottomless abyss. Darkness encompassed 

us, tempestuous billows rolled over our heads, and our fainting souls took hold on hell. 



In that hour of extremity a voice of ineffable tenderness, as of one in quest of the 

wretched and the lost, was heard exclaiming: "Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are 

heavy-laden, and I will give you rest." We listened, wondered, ventured to come, 

believed the gracious word, and found, in the bosom of Jesus, rest from the pangs of 

conscience and the fears of hell. The night of despair was suffused with the morning 

light of heaven, and our hearts broke forth into the grateful song: "Thou hast delivered 

our souls from death, our eyes from tears, and our feet from falling." Conscience, 

pacified by the blood of Jesus, withdrew its charges, acquitted us of guilt, and bade us 

enter into that rest which remaineth for the people of God. 

III. A third element, which I would mention as constituting that rest which 

remaineth to the people of God, is deliverance from the tyrannical dominion of sin and 

Satan. 

Christ gives us rest not only from bondage to the guilt of sin, but also to its power, 

and He affords us, moreover, deliverance from the galling yoke of the Devil. This He 

accomplishes, I conceive, in a threefold manner. In the first place, He extends to us in 

our conflicts with our spiritual foes the powerful succor of His grace. I use this word in 

the sense of an active and energetic principle. When employed in reference to the 

subject of justification the term grace, so far as I am able to perceive, always expresses 

one of two things: either the favorable disposition of God to sinners, or that state of 

favor into which they are introduced by the justifying righteousness of Christ. "We are 

justified by grace" would be an instance of the former signification; "we have access into 

this grace wherein we stand" is an example, probably, of the latter. When used in 

reference to sanctification the term not unfrequently signifies that vital energy, that 

powerful, operative principle, which the Holy Spirit employs as a positive clement of 

strength in the soul of the believer. When, for example, the Savior, in answer to the 

prayer of the apostle that the thorn in His flesh might be removed, assured him that His 

grace was sufficient for him, I am inclined to think that He promised him the aid of an 

efficacious principle which would strengthen him for the endurance of the trial and give 

him the victory over the temptation. 

When by faith we become united to Christ we are made partakers of this grace of the 

Holy Spirit which was purchased for us by the blood of Jesus, and is dispensed by Him 

in proportion to the exigencies of His people. Without this divine gift we can do nothing, 

our attempts to resist the dominion of our lusts are miserable failures, and we become 

the sport of our temptations and the prey of the Devil. With it the feeblest believer is in a 

measure, even in this life, emancipated from bondage to his corruptions and blessed 

with rest from the tyrannical dominion of Satan. It positively reinforces his weakness, is 

an actual strength in his impotence, and gives him success in conflicts which would 

otherwise but plunge him deeper into a wretched slavery of the soul. 



In the next place, Christ communicates to us rest from the oppressive power of our 

sins by generating in us that faith which is the victory that overcometh the world. There 

is a remarkable passage in the Book of Revelation in which the saints, who have attained 

to heavenly felicity, are represented as having overcome the Devil by the blood of the 

Lamb and the word of their testimony. Here we have indicated the instrument by which 

we successfully oppose the assaults of Satan, a potent talisman which, when borne with 

us, dissolves the spell of passion and breaks the force of temptation. It is faith in the 

blood of the Lamb. Although there may be other modes by which these results are 

accomplished through the blood of Jesus, it appears to me that the chief significance of 

this passage lies in this, that a view by faith of the blood of the Lamb poured out for sin 

conveys such a sense of its enormity as induces abhorrence of it, and the profoundest 

penitence for its commission. He alone is prepared to cope with sin who beholds its 

effect as exhibited in the effusion of Jesus' blood. And He who is not melted to penitence 

by that sight, and is not moved by it to abandon his sins, will in vain appeal to any other 

motive or employ any other means to subdue the power of his lusts. But by imparting to 

us a faith which finds in the blood of Jesus the most powerful argument for resistance to 

temptation, the Savior communicates to us rest from the dominion of sin and the 

oppression of the Devil. 

It may further be observed that Christ gives us rest from the tyranny of sin, as He 

extends to us a sympathy which cheers us in the depression which results from conflicts 

with temptation. This sympathy is the fruit of His own experience while undergoing the 

furious assaults of the Devil. Taught Himself by bitter discipline in the school of trial, He 

extends His sympathy to us heartily and freely while we encounter difficulties akin to 

His own. This is the most precious cordial which we can have when fainting amidst our 

contests with sin and Satan. We rest in it. It soothes the anguished spirit and stimulates 

us to renewed exertions in a battle which we are conscious we are not fighting alone. 

Christ is with us. That fact gives us partial rest in the very drift of the conflict on earth, 

and conveys the assurance of a perfect triumph and a complete rest at last. 

IV. Still another element of the rest which Jesus confers consists in relief from the 

painful disquietudes which spring from temporal afflictions, and from changes in our 

earthly circumstances. 

The chief sting of affliction lies in the conviction that it is penal. The sense of ill-

desert is the natural and necessary effect of our sins; and when we regard the sufferings 

of life as punitive visitations, as evidences of the fact that God is dealing with us in the 

capacity of an unsparing Judge, and that His dispensations toward us are the measures 

of retributive justice, our condition is truly deplorable. Cut off by the very pressure of 

sorrow from all external sources of relief, we find in our inward consciousness no 

mitigation of the trial. On the contrary, reflection upon our own state serves only to 

convince us that we suffer justly, and this conviction lends additional poignancy to the 



arrow that pierces the soul. All is dark without, and no ray of light arises from within. If 

we look to the world it presents the aspect of a stormy sea that threatens to overwhelm 

us; if we look to our own souls, the tempest equally rages there; if we look to God, His 

throne is pavilioned with clouds and His face is shadowed with frowns. We hear nothing 

but the roar of the tempest and the angry voice of the Judge. It is the province of the 

gospel, and of it alone, to furnish us rest in the midst of these trials. The vicarious work 

of Christ changes the very character of our afflictions. Believing in Him and justified by 

His righteousness, we are freed from the condemning sentence of the law. "There is now 

no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus." It is not to be denied that the 

believer undergoes suffering from the afflictions which are common to men, or even 

from trials which necessarily result from His profession of the gospel. It may be 

admitted that it is a law of Christ's kingdom on earth that His people shall have 

tribulation and that they that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But 

it is equally true that all the afflictions which the believer is called upon to encounter are 

stripped of their penal complexion, and constitute a salutary discipline which is 

intended to benefit and not to destroy. He is entitled to regard them not as the 

retributive measures of a Judge, but the kindly corrections of a Father. So far from being 

a penalty, they are the tokens of paternal love. This consideration cannot but deprive 

our earthly trials of their chief power to inflict anguish. It reconciles us to a discipline 

which checks our waywardness, refines our graces and ripens for the inheritance of the 

saints in light. It calms the perturbations of our spirits and gives us a measure of rest in 

the midst of our anxieties, perplexities, and griefs. Convinced that God is reconciled to 

us by the blood of Jesus, and that like as a father pitieth his children, so He pities us; 

assured that Christ, by His sufferings and death, has forever removed from us the curse 

of the law, and transmuted our afflictions into blessings; cheered by the precious 

testimony of the blessed Spirit, concurring with that of our own spirits that we are the 

children of God and heirs of all the priceless and everlasting treasures of His kingdom, 

we possess a peace which passes all understanding and imparts a serene rest to our 

souls while struggling with trials and tossed by grief. In this point of view, the paradoxes 

of the apostle become experimental verities: "We are troubled on every side, yet not 

distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast 

down, but not destroyed." 

These consolatory considerations are enhanced, too, by the reflection that the 

administration of divine providence is committed into the hands of the Lord Jesus, 

hands that for us were once nailed to the accursed tree, but now for us hold the reins of 

universal empire. He who sits upon the throne of providence, controlling its energies, 

arranging its measures, and meting out its dispensations, is He who, standing in the 

midst of His church, is not ashamed to call them brethren. It is He who assumed our 

nature and was made in all things like unto His brethren, that He might be merciful and 



faithful to them. To Him all power is entrusted. All the elements of nature, all the forces 

of providence, all the powers of heaven, earth, and hell are at His supreme and absolute 

disposal. He speaks, and cherubim and seraphim hasten to obey; He thunders, and the 

nations of the earth tremble at the sound; He utters His majestic voice, and devils cry 

out in anticipation of their doom. His will is omnipotence, His realm the universe, and 

His sceptre the symbol of illimitable and resistless sway. When He bows the heavens 

and comes down to vindicate His people, the whole earth is exhorted to make a joyful 

noise; the sea to roar with the fullness thereof; the floods to clap their hands; the hills to 

rejoice; and all the inhabitants of the world to shout before Him. Zion hears the 

thundering acclaim and is glad, and all the daughters of Judah rejoice because of His 

judgments. My brethren, if there be any thought which is suited to allay our fears and to 

give us rest amidst our earthly trials, and the fluctuations of our earthly lot, it is that 

Jesus reigns; that the infinite resources of providence are lodged in a brother's hands, 

and that all its measures in relation to His people are the suggestions of a brother's 

heart. He allots our afflictions and appoints our changes, and we may safely rest in the 

conviction that, as He is a Savior and not a Destroyer, He makes His Providence a 

minister to our good. Under His administration nature becomes grace, and the scheme 

of providence is merged into the scheme of redemption. His infinite power obeys the 

promptings of His infinite love. To know the wants of His people is to supply them; to 

know their distresses is to relieve them; to know their dangers is to defeat them. His all-

seeing and compassionate eye watches us toiling, rowing amidst night and storm, and 

He comes to us walking upon the sea. It is enough that He is present. His voice sets our 

fears at rest, and sinks the heaving billows of our afflictions into profound and settled 

calm. This, then, is our relief. We rest in providence, for providence is Christ's and 

Christ is ours. 

In this connection it may not inappropriately be added that in the rest which Jesus 

bestows we experience deliverance from the perplexing doubts which the mysterious 

dispensations of providence not unfrequently excite. 

There are problems arising from the dealings of providence with the race which it is 

not intended that we should solve in this world and under the present limitation of our 

faculties. But even in these cases it is the tendency of faith in Christ to lead us, when we 

cannot understand, to submit and adore. There are other difficulties connected with 

providential dispensations that are only insoluble, or, at least, productive of 

unhappiness to the unbeliever. They are resolved by a faith which contemplates the 

conduct of providence as committed to the wisdom and the mercy of one who is at once 

a Ruler and a Savior, a Sovereign and a friend. What is darkness to others is light to the 

believer. Christ is the interpreter as well as the administrator of providence, and faith in 

Him not seldom places us in possession of an exposition which He is pleased to furnish, 

and which puts an end to doubt. Especially does our personal interest in the protecting 



care of providence become clear and undoubted when we repose implicit faith in Jesus. 

He who did not think it beneath Him to die for us, will not think it beneath Him to 

provide for us. He has assured us that He cares for the sparrow, and that we are of more 

value than many sparrows. Poor and insignificant we may be, but He has spread His 

garment over us and acknowledged us as His kinsmen. Included with Him in the 

relations of the everlasting covenant, we dwell in the secret place of the Most High, and 

abide under the shadow of the Almighty: we cover ourselves with His feathers and under 

His wings we trust. Amid privation and want, amid afflictions and distresses, amid 

pestilence and death, we rest in that vigilant and almighty providence whose care for us 

was purchased by the blood of Jesus, and whose unwasting resources are pledged to our 

relief. 

V. In the remarks which have been made, the position is taken that we are privileged 

in this life to enjoy the rest that remaineth to the people of God, in contradistinction 

from that view which postpones our entrance into it until our departure from earth and 

our admission into heaven. While the earthly and the heavenly rest differ in degree, they 

are one as to their nature and the mode in which they are conveyed. In both cases the 

rest is one which we enjoy with God in Christ, and in both it is Jesus who conducts us to 

their enjoyment. The earthly rest which the believer possesses in Christ is, in 

consequence of his own imperfections and the presence of his spiritual foes, partial and 

incomplete in its development. It was fitly typified by that rest into which the Israelites 

were introduced when, under the conduct of Joshua, they entered into the Promised 

Land. That, when compared with their wandering condition in the wilderness, was 

indeed a rest, but it was one which was subject to interruption from conflicts and 

alarms. The Jordan which we cross to enter into rest is primarily the painful process of 

conversion through which we pass into the kingdom of grace. The Canaan which we 

possess is the rest which, interrupted by warfare with our sins and enemies, we now 

enjoy in Christ. And as the entrance of Israel, the Promised Land was to them the pledge 

of their future and ultimate possession of their own country redeemed from foreign 

oppression and undisturbed by the presence of their foes, so the enjoyment by the 

believer of a present rest in Jesus is the earnest of his abundant entrance into the perfect 

and everlasting rest of heaven. The covenant which conveys the one guarantees to us the 

other. 

The labors and pains of this sublunary life shall erelong close, and the believer shall 

receive the end of his faith and enter into a rest which is ultimate, perennial, and 

complete. From the conflicts of the dying hour his body shall descend into the grave, 

where the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at rest. His flesh, guarded and 

secured by the vigils of the blessed Spirit, shall sleep as in the bosom of Jesus, and rest 

in the hope of a certain and joyful resurrection. Profound and peaceful rest! The tread of 

armies may shake the ground above our heads, but shall not break that deep repose. No 



shocks of conflict, and no agitations of revolution shall disturb the calm of the tomb 

which succeeds the tumults of passion, the assaults of foes, and the storms of grief. No 

power shall disturb our sleeping bones, but that which resident in the particles of our 

mouldering flesh shall quicken our mortal bodies; and no voice shall wake us from our 

last sleep but that which stirs the ear of the dead and calls them from their graves to 

everlasting life. 

Passing from the struggles of the dying bed the believer shall enter into the heavenly 

rest and experience a perfect exemption from the evils of this disciplinary state. Not one 

of all the ills from which he suffers in this life shall intrude itself with him into the 

paradise of God. At the gate of the celestial city he shall look back only to part, and to 

part forever, with bodily sicknesses, privations, and pains, with death-beds, funerals, 

and graves. He shall bid an everlasting farewell to a deceitful heart, a tempting Devil, 

and a frowning world. The tormenting anxieties, the fruitless labors, and the vain and 

consuming sacrifices of a self-righteous spirit shall cease forever. He shall leave behind 

him the thunders of Sinai, the rod of Moses, and the lash of conscience. The storms of 

earthly conflicts shall roll away into the distance, and their sounds shall strike his ear 

and disturb his soul no more. The revolutionary changes which hurl thrones and 

dynasties into the dust shall have no influence on that immovable kingdom which, 

founded in the blood of Jesus, and conserved by the power of the everlasting covenant, 

shall survive the shaking of the heavens and the conflagration of the earth. The night of 

doubt, perplexity, and unrest shall give way to the morning light of an unclouded and 

eternal day. The mysteries of providence will no longer tempt to skepticism, and the 

perfect temper of submissiveness to the divine will, which is the result of the believer's 

earthly discipline, will forever preclude the excursions of the imagination which might 

tend to excite discontent even with a heavenly sphere of activity and joy. An unbroken 

Sabbatism shall reign within him, and a perpetual Sabbath shall lie before him in which 

to employ the habitudes of his glorified spirit in the ministrations of the celestial 

sanctuary. He shall come home to Jesus, the dwelling place of His people, and rest with 

Him forever. And sitting down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, with patriarchs, 

prophets, and apostles, with the confessors, martyrs, and ministers of Jesus, with 

sainted kindred, brethren and friends, he shall rest in a communion which will realize 

the idea of a perfect society, and prove an everlasting banquet of the soul. 
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This book seeks to document the origin and purpose of the Confederate Flags and 

their use.  It shows the Christian beliefs and symbols of the Southern people.  The flags 

show their devotion to God and the constitution. Also shown is the direct connection 

with the flags of Europe.  Interwoven in this volume are personal episodes of those using 

the flags. 

State-sponsored false teaching like everything else produced in the present culture 

must necessarily be suspect, investigated and exposed. Unfortunately, only Confederates 

seem willing, competent and brave enough to search for the truth. 

Doctor Rumburg‘s latest work on Confederate Flags Matter is valuable information 

and should be read by all parties interested in the issue. His clear, easy-to-read style is 

knowledgeable and referenced. It is particularly pleasing to know that men of his caliber 

continue to fight the good fight. Oh, that all Confederates and Christians would join in. 

Consider the Table of Contents of the book: 
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Chapter 2 What Is the Use of a Flag? 
Chapter 3 What Is the Christian Symbolism of Flags? 
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Appendix B The Flag of the Confederate States of America 
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This book retails for $12 and may be purchased at the following: 
SCV headquarters or 

biblicalandsouthernstudies.com 

or confederateshop.com 

 

   
 

 We must remember who we are and what we must be about:  

The SCV Challenge by Lt. Gen. S. D. Lee 
  

To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will 
commit the vindication of the cause for which we 
fought.  To your strength will be given the 
defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his history, the emulation of 
his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles 
which he loved and which you love also, and 
those ideals which made him glorious and which 
you also cherish. Remember, it is your duty to 
see that the true history of the South is 
presented to future generations. 
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 Chaplain’s Handbook 
  Sesquicentennial Edition 

Sons of Confederate Veterans  
  

This is an enlarged Sesquicentennial Edition of the Chaplain’s Handbook.   It is enlarged from 

131 pages to 165 pages. A chapter has been added on the topic, SCV Chaplains Should be 

Gentlemen; there has also been added a third burial service, The Order for the Burial of the Dead 

of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Confederate States of America; a chapter on Praying 

in Public has been added; and a chapter on Prayer Suggestions for Public Use.  All the other 

chapters remain the same. 
 

Hopefully, those using the handbook will find it even more useful than before.  There is the same 

cloth cover, acid free paper for longevity, sewn signatures, etc.  
 

The retail price is being kept to a minimum of $12, which is very low for a hardback quality 

publication.  Contact SCV headquarters or biblicalandsouthernstudies.com for a copy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


