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E-mail: markwevans@bellsouth.net 

 
Quote from a Confederate Chaplain 

 

 “I try to forget the ‗bitter memories of a stormy past,‘ but the hallowed associations that 
cluster around ‗Christ in the camp,‘ on the march, in the bivouac, on the battle-field, in 
the trenches, in the hospital, in life, in death—these linger forever, ‗a sweet savor‘ in my 
memory. God be praised for what our eyes saw, our ears heard, and our hearts felt of His 
presence and power during that memorable campaign of 1864-65.‖  
 

Chaplain J. William Jones 
13

th
 Virginia Regiment 

Evangelist to Gen. A. P. Hill’s Corps 

  

     
 

Editorial 
  

Fellow Compatriots in the Chaplains’ Corps and Friends: 
 

The Lord’s Day of January 1, 1865 found most Confederate soldiers in 
winter quarters and their chaplains ministering the Word of God to them in 
their hastily built log chapels or gathered in the weather to hear the gospel 
of Christ, the great Redeemer, who came to save His people from their sins. 
The weather was very cold and some areas sported new snow. Thus the year 
began with inclement weather. 

The year 2015 is the 150th anniversary or Sesquicentennial of the last 
portion of resistance to the invasion of the South and her fight for freedom. 
1865 marked the end of the Constitution as the founders designed it. Their 
trust had been breached and thereafter the Constitution would be used as a 
political tool to support agendas’ actually undermining the document. 

When the shooting part of the war ended a grave responsibility was 
upon Southern people to preserve an accurate account of events for those 
yet to be born. The age of newspeak had begun and revisionist history 
raised its unworthy head. Ever since the propaganda regime has been busy 
covering up the disastrous and unlawful war on the Constitution. There was 
never a trial of President Davis because the Federals realized they would 
lose the trial. There was a necessity for our people to record their side in 
order to maintain truth for future generations. The truth on all fronts must 
be told including the Lord’s work among the Confederate camps. Chaplain 
J. William Jones wrote a seminal book when he penned Christ in the Camp 
giving the history of the Confederate Chaplains Corps and how the Lord 
blessed the preaching of His gospel. Jones explained: 

 

In 1865 I was solicited by many of my fellow-chaplains and old 
comrades, and by General Lee himself, to prepare this chapter of our 

mailto:markwevans@bellsouth.net
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history, and I collected at that time a large amount of material, to which 
I have since made constant additions. It will, therefore, be for me a 
“labor of love” to cull here and there an incident, to recall here and 
there a reminiscence, to paint here and there a picture which will serve 
to illustrate the subject, and to show beyond all cavil that “religion in 
Lee’s army” was not a myth, but a blessed reality, a “silver lining” to the 
dark cloud of war, a bright spot in the gloomy picture, a solace in 
hardships, sufferings and afflictions, and a bright guiding star to many 
of our brave men when called on to “cross over the river and rest under 
the shade of the trees” [6]. 
 

Fellow chaplains, soldiers and General R. E. Lee encouraged Chaplain 
Jones’ recording of the historic account of Christ’s work in the Confederate 
armies. This volume is a treasure trove of history for any truth loving and 
Christ honoring person. 

Thus,T 1865 was the year of the commencement of the preparation for a 
written history of Christ’s work in the Confederate camps. Our legacy must 
be properly revered and preserved. We as members of the Chaplains Corps 
and Southern people in general must honor Christ and His great work of 
grace in the past and pray for Him to visit us again in revival! 

A new year has begun. John Newton wrote a hymn he called, “New Year 

Prayer” which follows: 
 

Now, gracious Lord, thine arm reveal,  
 And make thy glory known; 
Now let us all they presence feel, 
 And soften hearts of stone. 
 

From all the guilt of former sin 
 May mercy set us free; 
And let the year we now begin  
 Begin and end with thee. 
 

Send down thy Spirit from above, 
 That saints may love thee more, 
And sinners now may learn to love, 
 Who never loved before. 
 

And when before thee we appear, 
 In our eternal home, 
May growing numbers worship here, 
 And praise thee in our room. 
 

Yes, may our year begin and end centered in our great and glorious God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ! 

 

Please consider ConfederateChaplain.com & Chaplain-in-Chief.com 
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This issue contains our Chaplain-in-Chief’s introductory message to the 
reader. You will also find our Chaplain-in-Chief’s very applicable message 
from Nehemiah 8 titled Revival, Refreshing, Renewal and Rebuilding. This 
should be an encouragement and challenge to the reader. Your editor has 
provided a biographical sketch of Chaplain Littlebury Woodson Allen, Part 
II, dealing with his service for the Lord during and after the war. Next we 
have our assistant editor Mark Evans’ article titled: Truth and Heritage. 
This deals with slander. We must stand for the truth regardless of 
slanderous assaults, which is an ancient ploy of that old serpent the devil. 
This issue as usual includes A Confederate Sermon, submitted by Chaplain 
Kenneth Studdard and sent in by Rev. Bill Foster of Charlotte, NC.  This 
sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. Moses D. Hoge on “The Christian 
Statesman,” which will be presented in two parts. This issue carries Part I. 
Our Book Review is of Christ in the Camp reviewed once more by the 
editor.  
 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Editor H. Rondel Rumburg 

  
[Compatriots, if you know of any members of the Chaplains’ Corps or others who would like to receive 

this e-journal, please let us have their names and e-mail addresses.  Also, feel free to send copies of this 

journal to anyone you think would like to receive it.  If you want to “unsubscribe” please e-mail the 

editor or assistant editor.  Confederately, HRR] 
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THE CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF'S MESSAGE 

 

Dear fellow Chaplains and Friends of the Corps: 
 

The New Year has come. This new year allows additional opportunities to serve and 
minister for our Lord in the Camps. Perhaps a good New Year's commitment is prayer 
for our compatriots and Camp leaders each day (as well as our national leadership). The 
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spiritual and historical challenges will continue to come, wave after wave upon our 
shores. We need the sustaining power and guidance of the Lord in these demanding 
times. Our detractors (both spiritual and historical) will not go away.   

 

Allow me to remind you of Lee - Jackson Day, January 16-17 at Lexington, Virginia. 
As you know, both Generals are buried at Lexington. This annual celebration is an 
expression of honor for these great Confederate leaders -- and as we know, both Lee and 
Jackson were men of strong Christian faith. Hopefully you will be able to attend this 
inspirational event. Would it not be outstanding to fill the Lexington Presbyterian 
Church with Confederate Americans honoring these Confederate Generals? Please visit 
this website for complete details: http://leejacksonday.webs.com/ 

 

Ben Jones, Chief of Heritage Operations, asks that I share this: 
 

"It is not an overstatement to say that the forces who wish to destroy our heritage 
and our culture are now in command of the political battlefield. Never before has the 
positive memory of our ancestors been under more of an orchestrated and well-financed 
attack. On every front, all across America, the purveyors of an agenda-driven history are 
in collusion with South-bashing demagogues of every stripe. This 'politically correct' 
cabal has gone after our museums, our schools, our cemeteries, our monuments, and all 
of the beloved symbols of the Confederate cause. They are on what they believe is a 
righteous mission to rewrite history and to destroy every vestige of our honor and pride. 
These 'South bashers' and 'Confederacy haters' have aggressively taken many 
intentionally divisive actions. Several of these have required court actions -- requiring 
funds from Heritage Defense. We need to immediately replenish these funds. Donations 
are most needed and appropriate immediately. If you can help us 'stand our ground,' 
make your check payable to Sons of Confederate Veterans (memo section: "Heritage 
Defense") and mail to PO Box 59, Columbia Tennessee 38402-0059." 

 

As Chaplain-in-Chief, I appreciate the good work Ben Jones is doing in the area of 
Heritage Operations and defense. I am certain that many will respond to his 
motivational words above and I am also certain that we will pray for Ben daily as he 
faces and responds to the detractors. 

 

Let me also encourage you to visit the Chaplains' Corps Website (chaplain-in-
chief.com). I would remind you that articles are being accepted for the web site 
"Chaplain's Corner." I hope that you will share. Notice the current posting for an 
example. Send your article to drparker@mdivs.edu. I hope to see your article soon.  

 

In closing, allow me to wish you a Blessed New Year. May the days ahead provide 
continued opportunities for faithful service in the Lord's work. May our Lord bless your 
ministry in the Camp.  
  
Deo Vindice! 
  
Ray L. Parker 
Chaplain-in-Chief 
 

***** 
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Chaplain-in-Chief’s Article 
 

Revival, Refreshing, Renewal and Rebuilding 
 

Ray L. Parker 
 

 Even before the War against Southern Independence, biblical faith was part of the 
fabric of Southern culture. The churches of the South were conservative in doctrine and 
evangelistic in outreach. There was commitment to Bible study, prayer, and church 
attendance. It is no surprise, therefore, that as War was thrust upon the Southern people 
they turned to their faith for strength and guidance. They trusted in their God for His 
providential protection. This practical faith literally "came alive" in Southern military 
camps; revival swept through the troops with thousands of conversions. The years 1861 - 
1865 were literally a time of spiritual revival, refreshing, renewal and rebuilding in the 
Southland. This movement of God finds illustration in the Old Testament book of 
Nehemiah.  

 

The People Congregating (Nehemiah 8:1-3) 
 

Nehemiah wrote, "All the people gathered themselves together as one man into the 
street" (Neh. 1:1). In such an assembly, the Word of God can be presented to the masses 
for maximum application. Certainly as thousands of Southern troops assembled into 
their companies, regiments, and armies there was potential for the Spirit of God to do a 
powerful work -- which He did. This mighty work of the Spirit is still part of the 
Southern religious culture today. The South is known as the "Bible Belt." 

Southern churches responded to the spiritual needs of their soldiers with an active 
clergy presence. Ministers and Confederate Chaplains did the work of evangelists in the 
Camps. As in the days of Nehemiah, Southern preachers brought "the book ... which the 
Lord had commanded." It was their desire that "all could hear with understanding" (vs. 
2). As the Word of God was presented "the people were attentive" (vs 3). In this 
receptive atmosphere, even with the enemy ever present, Southern soldiers found inner 
peace with their God.  

 

The People Anticipating (Nehemiah 8:4-7) 
 

Ezra, the scribe, "stood upon a pulpit of wood which they had made for the purpose" 
(Neh. 1:4). To Ezra's right and left stood others who would support him in the ministry 
of the Word. As Confederate Chaplains stood upon their "pulpits" in the various 
Southern encampments, they too had support. Moms and dads were praying for their 
sons. Southern churches were praying for these defenders of liberty. Even Confederate 
leaders were part of this great host of prayer warriors -- Lee, Jackson, Davis, and many 
others. Each Chaplain and each Confederate Camp was baptized with the prayers of 
anticipation -- anticipation of the work of God.  

"Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, 
with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the Lord with 
their faces to the ground" (Neh. 8:6). With sanctified imagination that same view can be 
seen in Southern camps. As Confederate Chaplains preached, Confederate soldiers were 
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spiritually moved. "Amens" could be heard throughout the Camp. The sounds of 
worshipping were obvious. The Lord did a mighty work.    

 

The People Comprehending (Nehemiah 8:7-8) 
 

As Ezra preached, the people "understood the law" (Neh. 8:7). Ezra "read in the 
book ... of God distinctly, and gave the sense" (vs 8). With the understanding of God's 
Word comes the responsibility of applying God's Word to life. The people of Ezra's day 
did this -- they began to trust in and live the Word of God.  

Historical records indicate that this type of spiritual understanding swept through 
Southern Camps during the 1860's conflict. Soldiers were saved and began to share their 
faith. Prayers were heard in the night hours. Creeks, ponds, streams, and rivers became 
baptisteries. Confederate Chaplain's marched with their men, camped with their men, 
and went into battle with their men. God did a mighty work in the midst of this 
horrendous time. Confederate soldiers fought with valor to defend their country and 
Confederate Chaplains fought with valor to save their souls. Great victories were won on 
physical battlefields, but even greater victories were won in the battlefield of the soul. 
Many Confederate soldiers "understood the law" (Neh. 8:7) and obeyed that 
understanding.    

Certainly there would be historic, political, economic, and cultural benefit if the 
South had achieved her desire for Constitutional liberty and freedom. However, even 
though the Southern banner was furled, the Southern spirit remains (and this spirit 
often unfurls the banner). Great victories were accomplished in the hearts of Southern 
soldiers. Spiritual revival and refreshing were realities. There are many of those 
Southern lads who eventually "crossed the river and rested under the shade of the trees" 
because of this Southern Great Awakening.    

 

The People Weeping (Nehemiah 8:9) 
 

Nehemiah wrote, "All the people wept, when they heard the words of the law" 
(Nehemiah 8:9). As Ezra the scribe preached the Word of God the people were 
spiritually and emotionally moved. The presence of God became a reality rather than a 
ritual. Religion became more than "outward" practice, it became a spiritual dynamic in 
the soul. God came to be known in a personal relationship rather than "someone in the 
great somewhere."  

In Confederate Camps these same spiritual energies were seen. Soldiers faced their 
sin and spiritual failure. Weeping could be heard --  a weeping which expressed the tears 
of repentance. These young men would never be the same. In the salvation event Jesus 
Christ became more than just a name, He became their personal Savior. They knew that 
in the next battle, He would be by their side and if death should result, they had the firm 
assurance of Heaven.   

 

The People Rejoicing (Nehemiah 8:10-12) 
 

In the days of Nehemiah, Ezra told the people coming to the Lord, "The joy of the 
Lord is your strength" (Neh. 8:10). These people had joy from the Lord because "they ... 
understood the words that were declared unto them" (vs. 12). It was the joy of the Lord 
that sustained many Confederate soldiers as they endured the horror of the total war 
tactics utilized by the enemy. It would have been easy to stop, to give up, or to turn 
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away. This, Confederate soldiers did not do. They did their duty. They fought the good 
fight. They keep the faith.  

In our culture Confederate Americans have detractors. They often use a form of 
skewed history to type-cast those who believe in the Constitutional liberty advanced by 
the Confederate cause and defended by the Confederate soldier. It seems to be their 
desire to remove all things Confederate and "act" as though there were no Confederacy -
- as if there were no just cause. Our challenge is to remain firm in commitment to truth 
and historic accuracy. We do not fear truth; on the contrary, we ask for truth. We are 
thankful for the God of truth who in His providence brought such a spiritual awakening 
to the Southern Armies in the War against Southern Independence.  

 
        

 
 

 

Chaplain Littlebury Woodson Allen 
J. B. Magruder’s Virginia Staff 

24
th

 Virginia Calvary 
 

By Dr. H. Rondel Rumburg 
 

Part II 
 

L. W. Allen‘s words to his men before facing the enemy was also his motto: “There are the 

Yankees, boys—our cause is just—trust in God, and charge them.”  This was his motto as long, 

he said, as ―I find the Yankees the avowed enemies of my country‘s freedom.‖ 

The War 

At the outbreak of the war Rev. Littlebury Allen resigned the pulpit supply at 

Walnut Street Baptist Church and returned to Virginia. After this return he raised a 

regiment of which he was elected colonel. He served through the entire war in the 

position of captain as well, it appears, as an acting chaplain. He must have had a dual 

role. He was Volunteer Aide-de-Camp to General John Magruder, who was 

affectionately known as ―Prince John‖ because of his manner. 

On June 25 to July 1, 1862, which was the time of the Seven Days‘ Battles, the Rev. 

L. W. Allen gave General D. H. Hill a firsthand account of the position of McClellan. 

Allen had personal knowledge of the area because he had grown up in the area. He laid 

out the approach to the natural fortress on Malvern Hill. Vividly he described the 

commanding nature of the position and the extreme difficulty of the approach. 

McClellan‘s artillery had a natural tier for his 350 pieces of artillery whereby he could 

sweep the plain before him. Hill realized the situation and decided that an approach 

before McClellan would be fatal, but he confided the information from Allen to General 

Lee and said, ―If McClellan is there in force, we had better let him alone.‖ Longstreet 

laughed at Hill saying, ―Don‘t get scared, now that we‘ve got him whipped.‖ Malvern Hill 

became a bloody place for attackers as Allen and Hill knew it would.  
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The Twenty-fourth Virginia Cavalry was Allen‘s unit where he was captain. They 

experienced much of the great conflict. Captain Allen was also interested in the spiritual 

condition of his unit as well as others in the field. Such was the concern of a servant of 

God. He wrote: 
 

There is a pleasant state of religious feeling in the Twenty-fourth Regiment, 
Virginia Cavalry. We have occasional preaching and frequent prayer-meetings 
among the young men. They conduct them almost exclusively. We have several who 
exercise a public gift in speaking. When our chapel is completed we hope to have a 
protracted meeting. We have seen a good deal of hard service this summer; and 
since the 7th of October my squadron has been engaged in five severe battles and 
three or four skirmishes. I got four men slightly wounded, but no one killed. The 
regiment, in the same engagement, got four killed and six wounded. Considering 
how hard the fighting has been, the imminent perils through which we have passed, 
the many narrow escapes we have had, I most freely and gladly acknowledge the 
good hand of the Lord was with us. In the future it is easy to foresee the path of peril 
and blood before us. 
 

Allen was captured at Gloucester Point, Virginia. He spent months as a prisoner on 

Johnson‘s Island Prison on Lake Erie. His imprisonment began in March of 1863 and 

extended until June 9, 1864. He worked out a plan of escape while he was there and 

presented his plan to the commanding Confederate officer. He noted: 
 

Plan of escape from Johnson‘s Island prison drawn by myself, but before any action 
was taken, the Governor-General of Canada, informed Lord Lyons, British Minister 
at Washington, of a plot forming in Canada by the companions and friends of the 
Confederate States Army for our rescue, and he informed Mr. Seward, Secretary of 
State of the United States. The Island was strongly fortified and the garrison greatly 
increased, so that all hope from that source had to be abandoned. 
 

In early February of 1863 steps were taken to establish greater unity and morale 

among the Southern prisoners. Days after L. W. Allen‘s plan was written, he recorded 

the organization of the Order of the Brotherhood of the Southern Cross of which he 

became the recording secretary. A command structure was established along with the 

escape plan in December 1863. 

Writing from the encampment near Orange Court House, Virginia, on February 10, 

1864, Chaplain J. William Jones wrote:  
 

I learn, from a private source, that Rev. L. W, Allen, of Virginia (widely known 
and loved), who was captured while serving as captain of a cavalry company, is 
engaged at Fort Johnson in carrying on a very interesting revival, in which a number 
of our officers have professed conversion and been baptized in the lake. How 
wonderful are the ways of Providence! 
  
Allen wrote, on December 31, 1864, regarding God‘s work: 
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To-day closes the eventful year 1864! Reflections crowd the memory almost to 
stupefaction. Faith and patience have their amplest verge, piety and patriotism their 
widest scope, in our present condition. Not unlike the Israelites, we are passing 
through ―darkness drear‖ to better and brighter prospects beyond. Among the 
memories of the past my mind rests upon the close of 1863. Then in prison on 
Johnston‘s Island we thought it not unfitting to spend the day in religious 
observances. The 103d Psalm was read and briefly commented on. Officers, not 
preachers, spoke gratefully of the mercy of God to them in blessing their 
imprisonment. Fifteen had professed faith in Christ. Twenty others gave the hand in 
pledge of a new life. It was a holy, blessed day to the souls of many, though the body 
was shut up in close imprisonment. We could all thank God for the freedom of the 
soul, and for soul religion. Among the converts was Lieutenant Wm. J. Read, of 
Tennessee, son of Dr. Read, missionary of the Baptist Central Foreign Missions to 
Siam. From this time the work spread till there was a great revival among the 
officers imprisoned there. There were many religious men among the officers. There 
were 13 preachers among them—6 Baptist, 6 Methodist and 1 Episcopalian. There 
were 102 Baptists, 95 Methodists, 45 Presbyterians, 37 Episcopalians, a few 
Catholics, Lutherans, Jews, and others who had a religion of some sort, among the 
prisoners, and over 100 professed during the winter, spring and summer. Thus God 
sanctifies sufferings and overrules the wrath of man.  
 

While incarcerated at Johnson Island Prison Rev. Littlebury Woodson Allen wrote a 

sketch of his family. He hid the original manuscript in the ceiling of his cell. This, A 

Family Sketch, was not discovered until the demolition of the building holding his cell 

in the mid-twentieth century. 

He witnessed the surrender at Appomattox where he was paroled. At the time he 

was captain of the 24th Virginia Cavalry, Co. F. 

After the War 

After the war Rev. Allen sought to return to civilian life after commanding and 

preaching to men in the midst of conflict. This change brought by war‘s end and a return 

to the pastorate after years of hardship, destruction, and the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit in revival was enormous.  

He became pastor of County Line Baptist Church on Ladysmith Road at Ruther 

Glen, Virginia. His labors were extensive in his part of Virginia. Little did he know that 

he would have about six years before his race was run! 

Going Home 

L. W. Allen‘s life had been devoted to the cause of Christ. He was a man committed 

and devoted to the Lord. The fruits of his ministry were described in the following way: 

―There is scarcely any part of eastern Virginia in which he could not point to one or 

more earnest Christians, who were brought to Christ through his instrumentality.‖ He 

certainly filled ―a large place in the history of Virginia Baptists for many years.‖ He 

received his final command at ―Applewood,‖ in Caroline County, Virginia, on December 
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23, 1871, from which he departed to be with the Lord. He was buried in the family 

cemetery on Ladysmith Road. 
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Truth and Heritage 
 

Mark W. Evans 
Past Chaplain-in-Chief 

 

     May almighty God deliver us from slanderers and defamers.  Thomas Watson (c. 
1620-1686) wrote:  ―The slanderer wounds three at once:  he wounds him that is 
slandered; he wounds him to whom he reports the slander, by causing uncharitable 
thoughts to arise up in his mind against the party slandered; and he wounds his own 
soul, by reporting to another what is false.‖  Black‟s Law Dictionary defines the word 
defamation:  ―An intentional false communication, either published or publicly spoken, 
that injures another‘s reputation or good name.  Holding up of a person to ridicule, 
scorn or contempt in a respectable and considerable part of the community, may be 
criminal as well as civil.‖ The Ninth Commandment plainly states God‘s requirement:  
―Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.‖  Our glorious God knows how 
to turn slander into a blessing.  Slander and defamation cause us to seek the protection 
of the living God.  Once slander is distributed, it is impossible to undo all the harm it 
causes.  Yet, we do not despair.  The Psalmist said, ―Happy is he that hath the God of 
Jacob for his help; whose hope is in the Lord his God, which made heaven, and earth, 
the sea, and all that therein is; which keepeth truth forever‖ (Psalm 146:5, 6). 
     Although lies may seem to prevail, they never destroy truth.  Our relatives‘ character 
and noble motives have been maligned for one hundred fifty years.  In God‘s providence, 
descendants and friends have grasped the sword of truth and refused to lessen their 
grip.  Our ancestors‘ battle for Constitutional liberty has left an indelible testimony to 
truth.  They looked tyranny in the eye and refused to bend the knee. What they foresaw 
is unfolding with stark reality before our eyes today.   



12 

 

     Before the war, Major General Patrick Cleburne expressed his conviction:  ―I believe 
the North is about to wage a brutal and unholy war on a people who have done them no 
wrong, in violation of the constitution and the fundamental principles of the 
government.  They are about to invade our peaceful homes, destroy our property, and 
inaugurate a servile insurrection, murder our men and dishonor our women‖ [Mariel 
Phillips Joslyn, editor, A Meteor Shining Brightly (Milledgeville, GA: Terrell House 
Publishing, 1999), 197.]        
     On April 29th, 1861, Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederacy, spoke the truth on 
behalf of the Southland:  ―We feel that our cause is just and holy; we protest solemnly in 
the face of mankind that we desire peace at any sacrifice save that of honor and 
independence; we ask no conquest, no aggrandizement, no concession of any kind from 
the States with which we were lately confederated; all we ask is to be let alone; that 
those who never held power over us shall not now attempt our subjugation by arms‖ [J. 
William Jones, Christ in the Camp, 42, 43]. 
     Two years into the war, the Chaplains‘ Association wrote an appeal to the leading 
Christian denominations of the Confederacy.  These men of God recognized the 
righteousness of the cause that forced the Southland to repel the illegal invader.  They 
spoke of ―the sacred cause of defending our rights, our liberties, and our homes‖ [Jones, 
Christ in the Camp, 232].  They explained:  ―There is little necessity for exhortation to 
love of country, or love to our sons and brothers, who are fighting and falling in our 
defence.  These emotions, strong in the beginning, have become more intense from the 
heroic fortitude of our noble army, and from the wicked designs and infamous conduct 
of our enemies.  The history of the past two years of the war has amazingly developed 
and magnified the issues, and strengthened and deepened the convictions under which 
the conflict began‖ [Jones, 232].  Looking beyond the strife of battle, the preachers 
realized there was a greater cause involved in their struggle, the cause of the Gospel and 
the advancing of Christ‘s Kingdom.  They asked their fellow ministers:  ―Is the Church as 
much alive to its duty as the State?  Is the Christian as active and as earnest as the 
citizen?  Duties never conflict.  Our patriotism will be all the stronger and purer when 
sanctified by religion.  The natural sympathies require the controlling influence and the 
plastic power of the love of Christ for their proper regulation.  To the political and social 
must be added the religious element.  To patriotism must be added the mightier 
principle of faith.  Let love of country be joined to love of God – let the love of our 
suffering brother be associated with the love of our crucified Savior – let the temporal 
interests be connected with the eternal.  One duty should not be allowed to exclude 
another, nor one emotion crowd from the heart the holier presence of another.  The 
Church should clearly understand and fully estimate the relation which it sustains to the 
war, and the duty which it owes to the army.  In an important sense, the cause of the 
country is the cause of the Church.  The principles involved are those of right, of truth, 
and of humanity, as well as of law, of constitutional liberty, and of national 
independence‖ [Jones, 232, 233].  So blended were the spiritual and civil convictions of 
our relatives, that it was plain that the one could not be separated from the other.  The 
warriors for Southern independence stood upon the Biblical right to resist tyranny and 
to form its own government – the same principles that caused their Revolutionary War 
fathers to resist British tyranny.    
     Confederate Chaplain W. W. Bennett recorded the testimony of a Presbyterian elder, 
written in the summer of 1862:  ―I have been in the active service of my country just four 
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months.  I cheerfully sundered the ties that bound me to my little paradise of a home in 
Mississippi, and came out to the war because I believe the Lord hath called me.  I viewed 
the contest as one of unparalelled wrong and aggression against truth and the right.  I 
was persuaded that not only civil liberty but evangelical religion had a large stake at 
issue in the struggle.  My conscience, therefore, was clear, and, in following the 
convictions of duty, I was made happy.  The Lord has been most gracious in according to 
me daily the rich consolations of faith in the Lord Jesus in buckling on my armor to fight 
the battles of my country‖ [The Great Revival in the Southern Armies, 174]. 
     As Sons of Confederate Veterans we have the privilege of standing for the truth.  Our 
charge is to defend the good name of the Confederate soldier, emulate his virtues and 
perpetuate his principles.  He fought to defeat tyranny and to preserve constitutional 
liberty.  Undergirding his cause is a belief in the Bible and in the only Redeemer of 
sinners, the Lord Jesus Christ.  For many who shouldered their muskets, the Bible was 
the only rule of faith and practice.  The ultimate victory of truth will come when all 
appear before the Judge of all the earth.  The Lamb of God will have the final and 
complete victory.  Truth will never be destroyed.  The Psalmist said, ―Enter into His 
gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise:  be thankful unto Him, and 
bless His name.  For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting; and His truth endureth 
to all generations‖ (Psalm 100:4, 5). 
 
 

 
 

A CONFEDERATE SERMON 
Submitted to Chaplain Kenneth Studdard 

for inclusion by Rev. Bill Foster of Charlotte, NC 
 

Rev. Moses Drury Hoge, D.D. (1818-1899), Virginian, was a minister of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ who served as Presbyterian pastor (54 years in Richmond, VA), 
Confederate Chaplain, as well as long-time editor and writer defending the Christian 
faith and its principles applied to life and society.  It did not please Divine Providence to 
order events in the manner to which Dr. Hoge had prayed and anticipated regarding the 
Southern Confederacy in the sphere of time. But, the timeless truths and principles 
which he unfolds in this funeral discourse—from Scripture, history and observation—
regarding Christian Statesmanship, transcend any particular time and place. The 
principles briefly delineated here, if practiced, would be the crown and delight of any 
people.  

The following sermon was delivered at the funeral of John Hemphill during the war.   
John Hemphill (December 18, 1803 – January 4, 1862) was Chief Justice of the Texas 
Supreme Court and a United States Senator.  He served as a Texas delegate to the 
Provisional Confederate Congress, a position he held until his death in Richmond, 
Virginia.  It is a powerful discourse on what constitutes a Christian Statesman, a 
specimen sorely lacking in our day.  We will present the sermon in 2 parts over the next 
two issues of the CCC. 

―The Christian Statesman.‖ 
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A DISCOURSE 
Delivered at the Funeral of Hon. John Hemphill, LL. D. 

In the Second Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Va., Jan. 7th, 1862. 
By Rev. Moses D. Hoge, D. D. 

 
HALL OF PROVISIONAL CONGRESS, JANUARY 8th, 1862. REV. MOSES D. HOGE: DEAR SIR: 

The undersigned, believing that the publication of your sermon delivered on the occasion of the funeral of 
Hon. JOHN HEMPHILL, would accomplish good results, ask a copy of the same, for that purpose. Very 
respectfully, J. A. ORR, JOHN B. CLARK, J. A. P. CAMPBELL, JNO. J. THOMAS, THOS. S. BOCOCK, 
THOS. B. MONROE, LOUIS S. WIGFALL, R. JOHNSON, S. F. HALL, ROGER A. PRYOR, S. H. FORD, J. 
L. M. CURRY, A. W. VENABLE, W. S. OLDHAM, WM. H. MACFARLAND, W. B. OCHILTREE, A. R. 
BOTELER, T. N. WAUL, W. C. RIVES, T. W. FREEMAN, A. H. BRADFORD, THOS. A. HARRIS, W. 
BROOKE, C. W. BELL, A. H. GARLAND, A. H. CONOR, T. L. BURNETT, G. G. VEST, H. F. 
THOMASSON, ALEX. H. STEPHENS, R. M. T. HUNTER 

 

GENTLEMEN: The source from which the invitation comes, as well as the reason 
for which the publication of my discourse is requested, induces me to place the 
manuscript at your disposal. Very respectfully, yours MOSES D. HOGE, Richmond, Va. 
HON. J. A. ORR, J. A. P. CAMPBELL, AND OTHERS. 

 

Mark 15:43. 

―AN HONORABLE COUNSELLOR.‖ 
 

To every reflecting man who considers what it involves, and who remembers what 
lies beyond it, death is a solemn and impressive event.  

We cannot look upon a familiar face whose sad and sealed eye returns no answering 
recognition, whose pallid cheek no longer flushes with the hues of thought and passion, 
and whose features have become fixed in that strange and deep repose which the faces 
of the dead assume, without being awed and solemnized by the spectacle.  

When we see the almost unattended hearse conveying the remains even of a 
stranger to the grave, we are saddened for the moment, at least, by the thought that the 
tidings of that decease will carry mourning into some distant household, as yet all 
unconscious of its bereavement.  

If it is only a little child which is borne to its short and narrow bed, we do not forget 
that if that death did not make a wide circle of mourners, it nevertheless transfixed one 
heart, and filled one bosom with such anguish as bereaved mothers only know.  

When the humblest and obscurest citizen dies, we remember that a breach has been 
made in one home which perhaps cannot be repaired, and that wounds have been 
inflicted on a few loving hearts which may bleed as long as those hearts shall beat. And 
yet in these cases society is but slightly affected by the event; only a little ripple has been 
made on the surface; the waves quickly close over it, and all is smooth and placid as 
before. But when we meet to pay the last sad rites of respect and friendship to one who 
had long attracted the public eye, and ear, and heart; whose name and fame had become 
a portion of his country‘s inheritance, and whose useful life had been a blessing to his 
generation, then it is no longer merely a personal loss, or a family bereavement—but 
private grief swells into public lamentation, and in each individual heart a chord is 
struck responsive to a nation‘s woe.  
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In discharging the mournful office assigned to me today, it is not my province again 
to awaken those tender regrets which the recital of the personal virtues and public 
services of your late associate must ever excite. This grateful duty has already been 
performed by those who were fully qualified for its discharge by long acquaintance and 
intimate association. These tributes to this memory of the departed—now forming a part 
of his published history—have been becomingly paid by those who fully appreciated the 
noble qualities of mind and heart which made his acquaintances friends; and which 
now, that he no longer lives to exhibit them, convert friends into mourners. It was an 
instructive and an impressive hour when, on yesterday, one after another arose in the 
hall beside his vacant chair, to give expression to those emotions of admiration and 
affection which were due to one whose integrity and honor, whose generosity and 
kindness, in all the private relations of life, won for him esteem and love as a man; while 
his eminent services on the judicial bench, in the tented field, and in the chamber of 
National Council, commanded the homage which a grateful country delights to pay to 
the patriot solider and sage.  

The loss of such a man is always a calamity to be deplored—but occurring, as it does, 
at an era so eventful, at a crisis so solemn and momentous in the history of our 
Confederacy, we feel it all the more profoundly.  

Now the shadow of a great care rests upon our land. The new year did not 
commence with its wonted gladness. Its first day was not joyous as such days have 
ordinarily been. The sun in our natural Heaven shone with clear and brilliant beam, but 
it could not delight the eye, nor cheer the heart, as of old, because our political 
firmament was darkened by a cloud such as we had hoped would never rise above our 
horizon.  

And though we do not forget in whose name we have set up our banners—though 
the bow of promise spans the very cloud which overshadows us—though we look 
through its rending folds and discern the coming years of independence, prosperity and 
peace which shall eventually awaken the joy and gratitude of happy millions, yet we 
know the storm has not yet spent its fury; we know that the conflict for liberty and right 
may be protracted; and we know, too, that, at a time like this, our cause and country 
need all the men of a certain stamp and mold it can summon to its service;—men of 
clear comprehension, far-reaching wisdom, inflexible adherence to right, unshrinking 
courage, unselfish patriotism, unfaltering trust in God.  

The exigency of the times through which we are passing, and the very Providence 
which has summoned us together this morning, invite us to a most interesting and 
practical inquiry. What should be the characteristics of the men to whom has been 
entrusted the high and solemn duty of shaping the future history of this Confederacy?—
What should be the principles and the conduct of those to whom, under God, we are 
looking for the vindication of our rights and the achievement of our independence, that 
as a distinct and separate people we may attain to that measure of prosperity and glory 
which we so fondly anticipate?  

No portraiture is more worthy of contemplation, if it can but be truthfully drawn, 
than that of the UPRIGHT, PATRIOT STATESMAN; and I invite your attention now to 
the delineation of such a character.  
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As the first requisite to the highest and most symmetrical development of all that is 
noblest in the character of one in public life, I would mention earnest, heartfelt piety.  

I am aware, and will freely admit that some of the men in our own, and in other 
lands, who have cheerfully submitted to the greatest sacrifices, and who have rendered 
the most splendid services to their country, have been men destitute of this quality. 
Notwithstanding the sweeping and undiscriminating assertions of some divines with 
regard to human depravity—a doctrine clearly revealed in the Scriptures, but often sadly 
misrepresented by those who fail to make the distinction between such traits of 
character as may be exhibited by the natural man, and those which are the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit—there is such a thing as human virtue. There are men who make no 
pretension to vital godliness, who love and speak the truth, who scorn a base and 
ignoble action; who are faithful in the discharge of their obligations to their fellow men, 
active in their philanthropy, self-sacrificing in their efforts to promote the public good. 
There was such a thing as patriotism, integrity and honor among the citizens of the 
ancient Republics, long before Christianity began to diffuse its benign influences over 
the earth. There are classic and even Pagan names which stand forth prominent and 
luminous on the historic page, commanding the admiration of all generations. There are 
men now in the world, and in our own land, whose names are never mentioned without 
respect and veneration—some of them because of their wisdom and integrity as 
statesmen, others for their bravery as soldiers, and others for their labors in the cause of 
philanthropy; and yet, all the reverential love with which they are regarded was earned 
by such virtues as belong to human nature alone.  

Yet, after all, ―a Christian is the highest style of man.‖ Piety towards God is the 
surest incentive to the full discharge of all duties toward man—the truest and most 
unfailing inspiration of honor—the strongest safeguard of personal integrity—the most 
powerful prompter to the pursuit and exhibition of whatsoever things are just, and pure, 
and lovely, and of good report. The man who ever lives as under the ―Great Task-
Master‘s Eye,‖ who believes and remembers that God is now the witness of his conduct, 
and will be his final Judge, and who, in all his acts, both private and official, has ―respect 
to the recompense of reward‖ [Hebrews 11:26], is the man who, of all others will be most 
fearless in meeting every responsibility and most faithful in discharging every trust. The 
public servant who is loyal to his God will be true to his country. That there can be no 
divorce between the political and moral life of a nation, which will not ultimately bring 
disaster and ruin, need not be debated in this day and place. But that morality is but one 
great department of Religion is equally obvious. To say that piety has nothing to do with 
politics, and that the two have no relation to each other, is to assert that there is nothing 
in the making of laws, or in the administration of government which involves questions 
of right and wrong. No sane man will attempt to maintain such an ethical absurdity. If 
the permanence of a popular government depends on the intelligence and virtue of the 
people, it also depends on the virtuous intelligence of those who administer that 
government as the representatives of the people. And that religion and morality furnish, 
not only a basis, but ―the indispensable basis‖ of whatever is great, and pure and 
permanent in national glory, is the declaration of one whom we all revere as the highest 
uninspired authority which can be quoted on this continent.  

Human government is the ordinance of God, however its form may be shaped by the 
hand of man, and Revelation [i. e. , Holy Scripture] alone unfolds the principles, the 
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observance of which secures individual happiness, social order, and national prosperity. 
If ever a Commonwealth becomes permanently free, prosperous and great, it must be 
through the influence of that Celestial Power which ennobles all that it pervades, and 
gives immortality to all that it animates.  

In thus making Christianity the vitalizing force of a nation, we are doing something 
very different from advocating a union between Church and State. In our own country 
the separation between the two is complete. God grant that it may be perpetual. The 
Church never exhibits herself in an aspect more unseemly than when, abandoning her 
spiritual vocation, she is seen decking herself with the insignia of temporal power, and 
assuming the functions of civil government. And the State never places its liberties in 
greater jeopardy than when it commits them to the keeping of ecclesiastical rulers, and 
invites the Church to become its ally in the administration of government. But while it is 
well that the ecclesiastical and the temporal power are separated in our country, it does 
not war with the principle to assert that individual piety should characterize our rulers 
and public men. Were every man in this Confederacy, who holds a post of authority and 
influence, to become a devout believer, so far from leading to such a result as a re-union 
between Church and State, it would be the very thing to prevent it. It is only sincere and 
enlightened piety that can maintain the separation; for it is not until the Church 
becomes corrupt, and the State enervated, that the one invites the other into an 
unnatural alliance which confuses the functions of each, and bring ultimate disaster 
upon both. Well would it have been for the Church, if ambitious prelates had never 
intermeddled with civil affairs, and equally well would it have been for the country if its 
public men had not so often ignored the teachings of inspiration, and given 
confirmation to the popular belief, that piety was the exception and not the rule among 
rulers. The Bible—emphatically the Word—the utterance of Divine Wisdom—should be 
the manual of the public man, the text book of the statesman, for this reason, among 
others, that he who receives the Scriptures as a revelation from God, avails himself of 
the only infallible standard of truth—of the only absolutely reliable source of 
information with regard to the very subjects which most concern him.  

Political economists may cite what names they please, but, after all, Moses was the 
greatest Legislator the world every saw; and in the Hebrew Commonwealth—the purest 
and most perfect government ever instituted upon earth—we find the type and germ [i. e. 

, seed; beginning] of almost everything that is good in our own domestic and civil 
institutions. Not only is that institution which is most inseparably interwoven with our 
Southern industrial and social life fully recognized and authorized there; but we find in 
the Constitution of the Hebrew Commonwealth the origin of what is most valuable in 
our own. In the words of a commentator on the Divine legation of Moses, ―even the 
Declaration of American Independence, that terrible handwriting on the wall of 
despotism, is but an echo of the deep thunders of Mount Sinai.‖ The Commandments 
there announced—those ten immortal lines which comprise all human duties—lie at the 
basis of the jurisprudence of all modern civilized nations.  

Again: an intimate acquaintance with the history of the great Empires and 
Commonwealths of past ages, and the causes of their decline and fall, is an essential part 
of the education of a true statesman. He cannot fully comprehend the science of 
government who does not comprehend the philosophic teachings of history. But it is 
only from the standpoint of the believer in Divine Revelation that the world‘s history can 
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be properly understood, and its true significance appreciated. It is only there that a 
Divine as well as a human element in the affairs of man may be discerned—it is only 
there that the hand and mind of Jehovah can be seen at work in the rise and fall of 
Dynasties and Kingdoms, as well as the hand and mind of man. It is only from that post 
of observation that the ALMIGHTY, Himself, can be descried [i.e., seen at a distance] walking in 
the magnificent procession of events which compose the world‘s annals, and which 
make human history a drama whose actors come and go, and whose scenes shift at the 
bidding of an inaudible, yet omnipotent voice; and upon which, when touched by an 
unseen, yet resistless hand, the curtain shall fall, never more to rise.  

But, more particularly, the man in public life not only needs the teachings of 
Revelation, but the restraining and conservative power of religion, because of the 
peculiar temptations of his position.  

It needs no experience, and not much of observation to discover that there is much 
in public life to deaden the finer sentiments, and to develop some of the worst passions 
of our nature. In the seething cauldron of political strife, what unhallowed ambitions, 
what bitter rivalries, what implacable animosities, what cunning intrigues, what 
astounding treacheries, what shameful betrayals of confidence, what displays of intense 
selfishness, are often witnessed. The most upright statesman finds it hard to spend year 
after year in the arena of political life without some wear and tear of conscience, without 
the acquisition of some of the mental and moral obliquities which so often characterize 
veterans trained in this school.  

Moreover, men in public life, cut off, as they frequently are, from the hallowing and 
virtuous restraints of home, are tempted to the formation of habits which expose them 
to new perils. Under these circumstances they sometimes exhibit a new phase of 
character, never suspected in the immediate circle of family and friends. The man of 
strict and unquestionable morality there—when severed from those restraints, which 
were to him as guardian angels—thrown among those who laugh at domestic ties, 
surrounded by the enticements of a more vicious society, solicited by the attention of 
games of chance and games of skill, by convivial pleasures, and places of questionable 
amusement and of unquestionably bad resort—it sometimes happens that under 
influences like these, the citizen so correct and exemplary in his native county, becomes 
a man of pleasure and a profligate in the capital.  

But not merely for his own sake, but because of his influence on the community at 
large, is it desirable that the politician should be a man of piety.  

If he is a man of loose principles and practice, his influence upon his entire circle of 
friends and constituents is most pernicious. The legacy of blight and corruption which 
some representatives have left behind them in their districts may be traced for 
successive generations.  

The conversation of such men on the Court-green, the speeches delivered by them 
on the hustings [i.e., places where political campaign speeches are made], have done more to debauch 
and demoralize the public mind, and especially to diminish the respect and reverence of 
the youth of their constituencies for everything venerable and good, than can be 
estimated.  
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Nor is the influence of such men upon the deliberative bodes to which they belong, 
and which they too often control, less pernicious and dangerous to the public welfare.  

When men destitute of moral principle fill the highest posts of power and influence, 
then the best institutions, the wisest laws, the noblest constitutions will be perverted to 
the worst of purposes. Give bad men the control of Government, and then no checks and 
balances, ―no bills of right, no paper constitutions,‖ no compromises or guarantees are 
worth anything. All the forms of the constitution may remain while the spirit of the 
Constitution is infinitely outraged. The forms of the Roman Republic—(says a late 
writer), its Senate, its Tribunes, and its Consuls—remained for ages after the 
Government had passed into the hands of an absolute Executive, supported by 
Praetorian Guards. France had the form of a Republic after the First Consul became the 
supreme Dictator. ―What was the value of common law, or the trial by jury, of Magna 
Charta in England, with a George Jeffreys for judge, a James II, for king, and such juries 
as corrupt sheriffs brought together?‖ What was the worth of the British Constitution, 
when Parliaments were dispensed with, and the High Commission Court and Star 
Chamber filled the prisons and pillories with victims? What is the worth of another 
Constitution while habeas corpus is denied—while freedom of speech and of the press 
are interdicted—while citizens suspected of disloyalty are thrust into military prisons, 
and lawfully elected Legislators dispersed at the point of the bayonet? 

 
 
 

 Book Review 

Christ in the Camp or Religion in the Confederate Army  
by J. William Jones,  

Reviewed by H. Rondel Rumburg. 
Sprinkle Publications, c. 1986, 624 pages in hardback. 
   
This reviewer has reviewed this volume before in these pages. So why do so again? This 
is a seminal book when considering the work of ―Christ in the camps of the Confederate 
armies.‖ Christ‘s works in the Confederate Armies during the conflict from 1861 to 1865 
need to be properly remembered. They are important to Church History as well as 
Southern History. Often when studying the subject of ―Revival‖ God‘s grand work 
during this era is usually not even mentioned in historic studies.   
 

How did such a book come into existence? Jones tells us:  
 

In 1865 I was solicited by many of my fellow-chaplains and old comrades, and 
by General Lee himself, to prepare this chapter of our history, and I collected at that 
time a large amount of material, to which I have since made constant additions. It 
will, therefore, be for me a ―labor of love‖ to cull here and there an incident, to recall 
here and there a reminiscence, to paint here and there a picture which will serve to 
illustrate the subject, and to show beyond all cavil that ―religion in Lee‘s army‖ was 
not a myth, but a blessed reality, a ―silver lining‖ to the dark cloud of war, a bright 
spot in the gloomy picture, a solace in hardships, sufferings and afflictions, and a 
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bright guiding star to many of our brave men when called on to ―cross over the river 
and rest under the shade of the trees‖ [6]. 

 

Clearly those involved in the Lord‘s work and those wishing to honor God‘s work were 
interested in such a book. Yes, chaplains, soldiers and General R. E. Lee himself wanted 
a history of the work of Christ among them. 
 

After those devastating days of war and during deconstruction there was concern over 
the documenting of the religious history, that is, how Christ had visited His people.  As 
early as April 1866, J. Wm. Jones wrote the following to The Religious Herald: 
 

To Former Chaplains, Missionaries and Colportours of the “Army of 
Northern Virginia.” 
    Dear Brethren,--The undersigned, at the instance of many brethren, and in 
accordance with his own desires, proposes to write, in a connected narrative, the 
religious history of the Army of Northern Virginia.  And in order to succeed in the 
effort, he must have the assistance of the brethren who labored in that great 
harvest field.  His design is to trace the gradual development of religious interest 
in the army, give a narrative of the great revivals with which the different 
brigades were blessed, and show the influence of the gospel upon the morale and 
efficiency of that great army.  He desires to illustrate and enliven the narrative by 
such incidents and anecdotes as he may be able to cull from his diary or obtain 
from other sources.  Will not brethren whose privilege it was to labor in that 
army, send me brief sketches of the religious history of their brigades, embracing 
such statistics as the number of conversions, number of prayer meetings, 
accounts of tract distributions, the general deportment of the young converts, and 
any other facts of interest?  I should also be glad to get facts going to show the 
effect of the army revivals upon the churches—whether our returned soldiers 
have maintained their Christian character—what proportion of the army converts 
are devoting themselves to the gospel ministry, etc. 
    The undersigned is impressed with the magnitude of the work he has 
undertaken, and would gladly turn it over to some more competent hand; but he 
is so anxious to see some such memorial of those precious seasons of revival in 
which it was his high privilege to have been an humble laborer, that he has 
determined to undertake the work, and begs that he may have the sympathies, 
the prayers and the active assistance of the brethren with whom he was so 
pleasantly associated during the scenes of the war. 
    Any suggestions from brethren as to the details of the work, as well as the 
material above asked for, sent to my address, Goshen Bridge, Central Railroad, 
Va., will be most thankfully received. 
      J. Wm. Jones, 
      Formerly Chaplain 13th Va. Infantry,  
      and Evangelist to Hill‘s Corps. 
 

The Editors for the Religious Herald endorsed Jones by adding:  
 

We most heartily commend the above object.  Of all the brethren we know, Rev. 
J. Wm. Jones, in view of his active participation in the events which he proposes 
to describe, and his literary qualifications, is best fitted for the task.  We are 
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persuaded that, with the assistance that he solicits, and which will surely not be 
withheld, he will make a volume of most unrivalled interest. 

 

The work of John William Jones on this memorial subject was finished and published 
on May 30, 1887, in the book called Christ in the Camp.  Years of collecting material and 
pains-taking work over a long period of time, around 20 years, came to fruition in this 
profound account of the Lord‘s work of grace during a time of invasion and the defense 
of hearth and country.  Jones was a pastor, editor of various publications, representative 
of noble causes, guest speaker and writer of other projects during this time as well.  A 
new edition was produced in 1904 containing 624 pages. A reprint of the new edition 
was brought to the public by Sprinkle Publications of Harrisonburg, Virginia in 1986 
and thankfully is still in print. 
 

The Editors of the Religious Herald were correct.  Jones was ―best fitted for the task.‖  
Time proved their observation to be astute. No one could ask for a more accurate or 
readable history of what the Lord did during those years of Southern suffering and 
dying.  There was reviving and a great ingathering of souls during that era. Perhaps a 
quote which characterizes this chronicle of the work of Christ in Lee‘s Army was, “Jesus 
was in our camps with wonderful power, and that no army in all history—not even 
Cromwell‟s „Roundheads‟—had in it as much of real, evangelical religion and devout 
piety as the Army of Northern Virginia.”    
 

This volume contains information on God’s work in the army, the influence 
of Christian officers, Bible and colportage work, hospital work, the work of 
chaplains, missionaries and evangelists, the reception the gospel, the 
movement of the Holy Spirit, and the results and genuine nature of the 
work of God among the soldiers.  
 

Please consider the contents of the book: 
 

Chapter I—Religious elements in the Army 
Chapter II—Influence of Christian Officers 
Chapter III—Influence of Christian Officers—continued 
Chapter IV—Influence of Christian Officers—continued 
Chapter V—Bible and Colportage Work 
Chapter VI—Hospital Work 
Chapter VII—Work of the Chaplains and Missionaries 
Chapter VIII—Eagerness of the Soldiers to Hear the Gospel 
Chapter IX—State of Religion in 1861-62 
Chapter X—Revivals in the Lower Valley and Around Fredericksburg 
Chapter XI—The Great Revival Along the Rapidan 
Chapter XII—Progress of the Work in 1864-65 
Chapter XIII—Results of the Work and Proofs of its Genuineness 
Appendix 1—Letters from leading Chaplains and Missionaries—
Minutes of the Chaplain’s Association 
Appendix 2—Religion in the other Confederate Armies 
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Anyone interested in knowing what God was doing in the Army of Northern 
Virginia from those who were His instruments should read Christ in the 
Camp.  

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

   
 

 We must remember who we are and what we must be about:  
The SCV Challenge by Lt. Gen. S. D. Lee 

  

To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will 
commit the vindication of the cause for which we 
fought.  To your strength will be given the 
defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his history, the emulation of 
his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles 
which he loved and which you love also, and 
those ideals which made him glorious and which 
you also cherish. Remember, it is your duty to 
see that the true history of the South is 
presented to future generations. 
  

***** 

 Chaplain’s Handbook 
  Sesquicentennial Edition 

Sons of Confederate Veterans  
  

This is an enlarged Sesquicentennial Edition of the Chaplain’s Handbook.   It is enlarged from 

131 pages to 165 pages. A chapter has been added on the topic, SCV Chaplains Should be 

Gentlemen; there has also been added a third burial service, The Order for the Burial of the Dead 

of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Confederate States of America; a chapter on Praying 

in Public has been added; and a chapter on Prayer Suggestions for Public Use.  All the other 

chapters remain the same. 
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Hopefully, those using the handbook will find it even more useful than before.  There is the same 

cloth cover, acid free paper for longevity, sewn signatures, etc.  
 

The retail price is being kept to a minimum of $12, which is very low for a hardback quality 

publication.  Contact SCV headquarters or biblicalandsouthernstudies.com for a copy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


