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 “That the Southern people literally were put to the torture is vaguely 

understood, but even historians have shrunk from the unhappy task of 

showing us the torture chambers.” Claude G. Bowers 
 

 

 
 

“Reconstruction was … an artificial fog, behind which the „master minds” 

staged a revolution that changed America from a democracy to a plutocracy 

of ever-growing magnitude.” Rep. B. Carroll Reece (R-TN) 1960 
 

Quote from a Confederate Chaplain 
 

 ‚A young soldier, whom I had promised to convey to the city, lay senseless the most 

of the morning. About midday he roused and asked: ‘How far?’ ‘In sight of the city,’ 

said I. After lying quiet awhile, he asked why it was so dark. I told him it was not 

dark—that it was light and I could see the city, and that we would soon relieve him 

of the rough sailing and make him comfortable. I then left him and went to the other 

end of the boat to use an oar, for we were drifting. He soon asked for the preacher, 

and I returned to him. He called for water, which I dipped in a tin-cup from the bay 

and gave him. After drinking he asked to be sheltered from the sun. This we could not 

do, but we encouraged him by our approach to the city. ‘Yes,’ he replied, ‘shut my 

eyes and let me go to the city. I am going home—almost there.’ He closed his eyes and 

died.’‛  
 

Chaplain J. A. Parker 
Army Chaplain 

 

     

 

Editorial 
  

Fellow Compatriots in the Chaplains‘ Corps and Friends: 
 
Our Confederate flags and our faith are intertwined. The following words are excerpted 

from a book being written by your editor: 
 

The Scottish Covenanters on February 28th, 1638 signed and thus pledged to uphold 

the ―National Covenant‖ and those who signed it and lived up to it were called “true 

blue” (as opposed to red, the color of the royalists). The Covenanters wore blue as their 

badge, in opposition to the scarlet of royalty. They based their choice of blue on 



Numbers 15:38-39. Thus to be “true blue” was to be unwaveringly loyal or faithful and 

unchangingly true to the will of God. The Scottish flag was blue with the St. Andrew‘s 

cross in white on it. This flag with the St. Andrew‘s cross on it was to become the 

emblem of the Southern people who were predominately of Scottish descent. 
 

 
 

The Saltire 
 

The flags that represent a nation become a symbol of the constitution of that nation 

as well as the beliefs of its people. Rex Miller of the Confederate Shop gave a very 

appropriate reminder,  
 

The boys of ‘76 (that‘s 1776) were fighting a tyranny that had reached down into 

their communities, farms and businesses, and into their homes. They would have 

none of it, they fought back. The boys of ‘61 (that‘s 1861) were instructed at the 

knees of their fathers and grandfathers, who had recently overcome tyranny, so they 

would have none of it either. The boys of ‘76 were called Rebels, perhaps that is why 

the men of the Southern Army were and their posterity remains so proud of that 

name. 

‗To secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their 

just powers from the consent of the governed, that whenever any form of 

government becomes destructive of these ends, it is The Right of the People to alter 

or abolish it....‘ Declaration of Independence, Action of Second Continental 

Congress, July 4, 1776. Therefore the last American Army to actually defend the 

Constitution was the Army of the Confederate States of America. 
 

The Constitution of the Confederate States of America in its preamble 

acknowledges the God of its people, 
 

We, the people of the Confederate States, each State acting in its sovereign and 

independent character, in order to form a permanent Federal Government, 

establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, and secure the blessings of liberty 

to ourselves and our posterity—invoking the favor and guidance of Almighty 

God—do ordain and establish this Constitution for the Confederate States of 

America. 
 

The great seal of the Confederate States also made acknowledgement to the God of 

her people with the Latin phrase Deo Vindice or God will vindicate. 
 



 
 

Confederate Battle Flag 
 

 

The Confederate States of America recognized officially the ―Battle Flag.‖ What 

became very clear as time passed was that the Confederate States of America desired to 

identify itself with the Confederate Battle Flag.  The following was the Act of Congress 

Adopting the Flag,  
 

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact: ―That the flag of the 

Confederate States shall be as follows:  The field to be white, the length double the 

width of the flag, with the union (now used as the battle flag) to be of a square of 

two-thirds the width of the flag, having the ground red, thereon a broad saltier of 

blue, bordered with white and emblazoned with mullets, or five-pointed stars, 

corresponding in number to that of the Confederate States.‖ 
 

The battle flag became not only identified with the various armed services of the 

Confederacy, but it also became officially the national symbol. Without fear of 

contradiction one could say it became the beloved symbol of the Confederate Nation.  

Clearly the flag was also a symbol of the Christian faith of the Southern people as a 

foundation of their culture. This does not mean every Southerner was personally a 

Christian. 

Their flags were symbols of their Christian and civil beliefs and they should not be 

banished. ―No, the dead have not lived or died in vain, if the survivors know aught of 

right thought and right feeling.  They are a power among us today,‖ remarked Dr. John 

A.  Broadus, who went on in his excellent discourse (The Confederate Dead was given at 

Cave Hill Cemetery, Louisville, Kentucky, May 22, 1886): 
 

In proportion as he (the Confederate soldier) lived and died with a true 

manhood, his memory is cherished and proves a blessing to those who survived and 

those who come after. There are fathers buried here whose children do not 

remember to have seen them; yet the glorified memory of the father, as often 

depicted by the widowed mother, has become to those children the very glass in 

which to dress themselves, the model of all that is noblest in human character and 

life. 



     Let us teach ourselves and our children to draw inspiration from these graves.  As 

on this bright evening the little ones scatter flowers on the mounds, let us all resolve 

afresh to live worthy of the men who are buried here. 
 

What are many doing today? Some are turning on their ancestors! In a shame 

culture people cover for their own perversions by blaming their ancestors. They are 

trying to atone for their own sins by sacrificing those who can no longer speak for 

themselves (the same culture kills over a million babies a year, that cannot speak for 

themselves, in the abortion mills).  Such acts reveal pride and arrogance and the feeling 

of superiority. Are they playing God? Yes, those in the South who do such things look 

down their noses at those to whom honor is due. Are they from their empty hearts and 

heads casting their aspersions and siding with the devil?   
 

Man, burdened with a sense of guilt and unable to enjoy life, confesses his sin, 

as does the man in a shame culture, but he pleads guilty to the lesser crime…. In the 

United States, as the nation has departed progressively from God, it has indulged 

progressively in a ‗debunking‘ of its history, in a general confession of many past 

faults, some often imagined. The hypocrisy of such confession is striking: by 

confessing the ‗sins‘ of past generations, the present scholar or generation thereby 

implies its own superior virtues and its innocence of those sins.  By the fact of such 

‗debunking‘ or confession, it confesses also, very modestly, that wisdom is now born 

to us and is among us, so the confession again becomes a vehicle of pride. [Rousas 

John Rushdoony, Politics of Guilt and Pity, 15]  
 

Today such a confession is evidence of moral and spiritual bankruptcy and of coming 

destruction unless there is a wholesale turning from sin and to Christ as the only Lord 

and Saviour. 
 

Please consider ConfederateChaplain.com & Chaplain-in-Chief.com 
 

     
 

This issue contains our Chaplain-in-Chief‘s editorial to the reader regarding the events 
at the SCV Reunion in Richmond. You will also find the pungent article our Chaplain-in-
Chief on Hatred, Bitterness, Animosity. We live in precarious days. Your editor has 
provided a biographical sketch of Chaplain Alexander Davis Betts, Part III, dealing with 
his life after the war. Consider the article of our assistant editor, Mark Evans, No 
Surrender, which deals with the wisdom left us by R. L. Dabney. This issue, as usual, 
includes A Confederate Sermon, submitted by Chaplain Kenneth Studdard, by Rev. 
Thomas Smyth on The Relations of Christianity to War. Our Book Review is The Blue 
Flag by Robert Pollok Kerr, and it is reviewed by the editor.  
 

Soli Deo Gloria, 



Editor H. Rondel Rumburg 
  
[Compatriots, if you know of any members of the Chaplains’ Corps or others who would like to receive 

this e-journal, please let us have their names and e-mail addresses.  Also,  feel free to send copies of this 

journal to anyone you think would like to receive it.  If you want to “unsubscribe” please e-mail the 

editor or assistant editor.  Confederately, HRR] 
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THE CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF'S MESSAGE 
 

Dear fellow Chaplains and Friends of the Corps: 
 

The 2015 Sons of Confederate Veterans Reunion in Richmond, Virginia is now 
history.  What an inspirational, motivational Reunion it was. There is just something 
about being with others who love the South and appreciate historic truth and reality -- 
especially in an age when historic truths are brushed aside for "some other truth" 
(which, of course, is not truth at all).  

The Reunion began with the annual Prayer Breakfast. It was an encouraging sight to 
see the room filled with individuals who realize the importance of prayer; especially 
good to begin the Reunion in this way.   

The Memorial Service on Friday afternoon was a true time of worship and 
remembrance. I certainly thank all who helped with this successful activity and also the 
very good number who attended. It is right to recognize our deceased compatriots in 
this way.  

Plans are underway for the 2016 Reunion in Dallas, Texas. The dates are July 13-16. 
Be sure to set this time aside and make your way to Dallas. See this link for complete 
details and registration: http://scv2016.org/ 

Much is happening across the Confederation. Those who love the South and the 
noble heritage of the Confederate soldier are pushing back against the vocal hysteria of 
our  detractors -- detractors which are in the minority.  The majority of Americans have 
no problem with the Confederate Battle Flag, Confederate Monuments, etc. 

All of us, of course, are saddened by the death of Anthony Hervey. Anthony, a 
Mississippi black man, loved his Southern Heritage and the Confederate Flag. He died 



under suspicious circumstances as he drove home from a Confederate Flag rally. 
Commander-in-Chief Kelly Barrow has requested the U.S. Justice Department to 
investigate this as a hate crime. I know all of us will be in prayer for the Hervey family 
during this time.  

During these challenging days I know that we will be in prayer for the good men 
serving on the GEC. They are called upon to make extremely important decisions and 
certainly need the guidance of the Lord.  
 

Deo Vindice! 
  
Ray L. Parker 
Chaplain-in-Chief 
 

***** 
Chaplain-in-Chief’s Article 

 

Hatred, Bitterness, Animosity  
 

The Lord Jesus said, "Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use 

you, and persecute you" (Matthew 5:44). 
 

Ray L. Parker 
 

I HATE YOU! 
  
Powerful words. Words that produce a variety of feelings, actions, and reactions. 

Words that are never positive, helpful, or healing. Words that can lead to drastic events. 

Words that have destroyed marriages and friendships. Words that have brought tragic 

results. Yet, in spite of all these negatives, these words are sounded every day.   

Hatred is an emotional reaction expressed toward someone for some actual or 

perceived wrong. The depth of hatred in the human heart can produce the vilest of 

actions. Historical examples are obvious. Christians were hated in the Roman Empire, 

and Christians were thrown to the lions. Jews were hated by the Nazi leaders of 

Germany during World War II, and Jews were sent to concentration camps, killed, and 

thrown into the ovens.  

Hatred is even expressed religiously. The flow of history reveals various religious 

groups that have sought the extermination of other religious groups. Even in our day 

there are religions that practice persecution and murder against those outside their 

faith. The philosophy of some contemporary religions is "Convert or die!" Needless to 

say, there is no love in that religious philosophy. It is rather a philosophy of force and 

brutality in the name of some god -- but, as we know, not the God of the Bible. The God 



of the Bible is love. The Apostle John wrote, "Behold, what manner of love the Father 

hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God" (I John 3:1).  

In this current age of "political correctness" hatred continues to be used as a means 

of silencing those with whom the hater does not agree. Sons of Confederate Veterans are 

now the object of such hatred. Our detractors "say" that we are racists and that the 

Confederate Battle Flag is a symbol of hate. These detractors (although in the minority) 

are viciously vocal, diabolically active, and politically involved. They climb flag poles to 

remove the Confederate Battle Flag; they vandalize Confederate monuments; they 

attack those carrying a Confederate Flag; and have even shoot into homes where the 

Confederate Flag has been posted. The death of a black man in Mississippi who 

supported Southern heritage is itself suspicious and is under investigation as a possible 

hate crime. These are truly exhibitions of hate.  

As lovers of Southern heritage we will not respond in kind. We will defend with 

vigor the honor of the Confederate soldier, the Confederate flag, Confederate 

monuments, and the Confederate cause, but we will follow the admonition of the 

Apostle Paul to speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). We will never retreat from 

truth. We will sound truth forcefully in the face of our detractors. The Confederate 

Battle Flag is not a racist symbol. The Confederate States of America was birthed in the 

spirit of the American Revolution with a vision of freedom, liberty, justice, and self-

determination. The Confederate soldier fought to protect his family, home, state, and 

country from an invading force practicing total war against the population. These are 

the truths found in the historic record.  
 

I CHOOSE NOT TO HATE 
 

Hatred is an emotion that eventually will destroy the hater. The Lord Jesus knew 

this and gave His followers this admonition: "Love your enemies, bless them that curse 

you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and 

persecute you" (Matthew 5:44). Note the key words in this instructive command of 

Christ – ―love,‖ ―bless,‖ ―do good,‖ ―pray.‖ What a contrast to hate. Let our detractors 

manifest their hate. As Confederate Americans we will manifest integrity, honor, duty, 

and valor. We will not retreat from what is right and what is true. We will defend the 

Confederate soldier's good name, guard his history, emulate his virtues, and perpetuate 

those principles which he loved and which made him glorious. We will speak this truth 

in love. We will not be known as haters. We will not follow the example of our 

detractors.  

As Christians and as Confederate Americans, we have an outstanding historic 

example to follow. When General Lee took his Army north, it would have been easy to 

do in Northern cities what Federal troops did in Southern cities. General Lee and the 



Confederate Army, however, did not respond in kind. The Southern Army marched 

North with integrity.  
 

General Lee's General Order No. 73 commanded: The duties expected of us by 

civilization and Christianity are not less obligatory in the country of the enemy than in 

our own. 

  

The commanding general considers that no greater disgrace could befall the army, 

and through it our whole people, than the perpetration of the barbarous outrages upon 

the unarmed, and defenseless and the wanton destruction of private property that 

have marked the course of the enemy in our own country.  

 

Such proceedings not only degrade the perpetrators and all connected with them, but 

are subversive of the discipline and efficiency of the army, and destructive of the ends 

of our present movement.  

 

It must be remembered that we make war only upon armed men, and that we cannot 

take vengeance for the wrongs our people have suffered without lowering ourselves in 

the eyes of all whose abhorrence has been excited by the atrocities of our enemies, and 

offending against Him to whom vengeance belongeth, without whose favor and 

support our efforts must all prove in vain.  

 

The commanding general therefore earnestly exhorts the troops to abstain with most 

scrupulous care from unnecessary or wanton injury to private property, and he 

enjoins upon all officers to arrest and bring to summary punishment all who shall in 

any way offend against the orders on this subject. 
 

Our detractors could learn much from General Robert E. Lee. General Lee practiced 

his Christian faith and sought to influence others to follow the instructions of Christ. He 

would not allow hatred to rule in his heart or to control his actions. He stood strong 

against the enemy, but he did it with integrity and honor. Let us do the same.  
        

 
 

 



 
 

Chaplain Alexander Davis Betts 
(1832-1918) 

30th North Carolina Regiment 
 

By Dr. H. Rondel Rumburg 
 

Chaplain A. D. Betts, “that model chaplain.” General R. E. Lee 
 

Part III – The Post-Bellum Period of His Life 
 

Life after the War 

Serving the Lord was the purpose of the life of A. D. Betts. Kemp P. Battle, president 

of the University of North Carolina, said of Betts, ―Duty has always been his guiding 

star.‖ This remark reveals a great character trait of Rev. Betts. This was true before the 

war, during the war and after the war. 

There was much to do as the South smoldered in the ashes of the late war. 

Reconstruction would test the Southern people to the ultimate. The South needed such 

men as Rev. Betts to administer the balm of Gilead. 

Rev. F. A. Bishop spoke of seeing Rev. Betts at a Monday night prayer meeting in 

Wilmington in 1866. He was impressed with the joyful state of Betts‘ faith. Bishop was 

received on a trial basis by the North Carolina Conference. He pastored in the same 

town with Betts. He confessed that he first saw him in the prayer meeting, then in the 

Methodist Conference and as pastors in the same charge. In all these relationships, 

Bishop said his friend was the ―same earnest, sweet spirited representative of his Lord. I 

always love to attend his Quarterly Meetings. His life, his work, was a benediction to me 

and I left his circuit better for the association.‖ 

Others who observed the ministry of Betts recognized what one called his ―simple 

greatness‖ and ―meekness.‖ The editor of the Raleigh Christian Advocate was T. N. Ivey, 

who commented on his ministry, ―No other man in North Carolina Methodism will leave 

to the generations a richer bequest.‖ The devotion of this minister was compassionate. 

The cause of his denomination never found a slacker in Rev. Betts. He sought to be 

faithful to the Lord in all of the tasks placed in his hands. As the years accumulated for 

him, he became known in the North Carolina Conference as ―Father Betts.‖ During the 



post war period he served charges at New Hanover, Granville, Wake, Anson, Cabarrus, 

Guilford, Duplin, Carteret, Jones, Nash, Hyde, Wilson, Chatham, Robeson, Richmond, 

Craven, Pit, Cumberland and Harnett. He held many pastorates, such as Center 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South at Greensboro and Meroney Methodist Episcopal 

Church, South. After resigning the presidency of Paine College in Augusta, Georgia, he 

became the pastor of Whaley Street Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

Dr. Kemp P. Battle, who was the president of the University of North Carolina, 

wrote of his knowledge of Rev. A. D. Betts: 
 

Always he has been conspicuous for sincerity and truthfulness, for courage to do 

right, for faithfulness to every duty, for undoubting faith in the God of the Bible. He 

has striven to follow in the steps of our Holy Savior. His studies have never resulted 

in disturbance of his creed by the speculations of the, so called, Higher Critics. He 

has been a loyal, well disciplined, undaunted soldier of Christ and has never lost any 

part of his panoply. Duty has always been his guiding star. He has not swerved from 

the path … to the right or the left…. Take him all in all he possesses in full measure 

all the Christian graces. 
 

Dr. Battle recognized the character and the Biblical integrity of Betts who would not 

countenance the denial of the inspiration of God‘s Word. Battle, in his History of the 

University of North Carolina, mentioned the activities of Betts in relation to the 

institution and Betts‘ position as trustee. Battle noted that one year the university 

dispensed with giving Bibles to the graduates, and Dr. Betts was ―so hurt at this 

omission that the practice was resumed. As this is a literary institution having no 

theological department, and as Bibles are commonly owned throughout the land, the 

Faculty surrendered their judgment only in deference to … Dr. Betts.‖ Oh, for more such 

men. 

While at the Trinity College (now Duke University) commencement, Rev. J. T. Gibbs 

went to Dr. Betts‘ room, and when his son came for him, Dr. Betts asked him to wait and 

have prayer with him. He closed the door, and the three men knelt together and prayed. 

Gibbs said, ―I was in the prophet‘s chamber. I love this man of God.‖ 

During the years after the war Rev. Betts did not forget his fellow compatriots. Rev. 

F. A. Bishop said that in his journeys he found ―old veterans who gave very warm 

commendations of Doctor Betts as a faithful, conscientious chaplain during the 

Confederate war.‖ He still held a very special place in the hearts of the old soldiers. At a 

United Confederate Veterans Reunion, when General John B. Gordon called the 

Convention to order, there were around 15,000 people in the hall. The place was packed, 

and it was impossible to find seats. The aisles were stuffed with veterans who wanted to 

get near the platform. 



―It was the habit of our great chieftain, Robert E. Lee,‖ said General John B. 

Gordon, ―after the most brilliant victories ever won by the Confederate armies, to 

ascribe his success to the providence of God. When I stood yesterday listening to the 

songs of praise to that God to whom Lee looked for help and support, it carried me back, 

as it did you, to those good old scenes in the midst of strife, when the soldiers used to 

sing praises to Almighty God, and I want you, as becomes us dependent on His will, to 

again unite in singing that grand old hymn, ‗Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 

Flow.‘‖ The vast assemblage stood and sang with a multitude of voices. The melody from 

15,000 mouths that had given the ―rebel yell‖ shook the big building when uplifted with 

worship toward heaven. 

The former ―Chaplain‖ Betts led in prayer as follows: 
 

Oh, God, our Heavenly Father, we do thank Thee that Thou dost allow us to call 

Thee Father. Have mercy upon us to-day and forgive all our shortcomings. We 

thank Thee for Thy great goodness to us - for watching over these old warriors so 

long with such tender mercies. God bless every one of them; they deserve Thy 

blessing. We do thank Thee that Thou hast spared them to come through the perils 

of war to be here to-day. God bless our commander-in-chief. May he be strong in the 

faith of the Dying Savior, and may he gather with us on many more such occasions 

as this before the end of his earthly existence. Bless every home represented in this 

great gathering. Bless Atlanta and all Atlanteans. Remember, God, every home in 

this great city. Be with this great nation in the war it is now waging against Spain, 

and remember the prayers of many tender-hearted mothers on both sides of the 

great Atlantic. Be with us in our deliberations, and stir the hearts of those who have 

not yet accepted the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Dr. Betts was so filled with the inspiration of the moment that he embraced General 

Gordon, saying: ―God bless you my noble old Commander, I hope and believe we will 

meet on the other shore,‖ and led the audience to sing that old familiar hymn, ―Brother, 

Will You Meet Me.‖ He started the air himself, and nearly everybody in the house joined 

in the singing: 
  

                         Say, brother will you meet me,  

                         Say, brother, will you meet me,  

                         Say, brother, will you meet me,  

                         On Canaan‘s happy shore?  

                            

  By the grace of God we‘ll meet you  

                         On Canaan‘s happy shore.  



                         There we‘ll shout and give Him glory,  

                         On Canaan‘s happy shore. 
 

Rev. Dr. Alexander Davis Betts sought to do the work of the Lord as long as he 

could. The time came when he retired and lived in Greensboro. He lived on 424 Elm 

Street. Having been crippled throughout his life he sought to do the Lord‘s work in spite 

of it all. Others could not believe how active he was and how much he could get done. At 

times he would fall as a result of his crippled condition. The factor contributing to his 

death was a fall that broke his leg and led to complications that issued in his summons 

into the presence of the Lord on December 18, 1918. He was buried in Green Hill 

Cemetery in Greensboro, North Carolina, where his body awaits the resurrection. 
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No Surrender 
 

Mark W. Evans 
Past Chaplain-in-Chief 

 

     In June, 1868, Dr. Robert L. Dabney delivered a Commencement address at Davidson 

College, Charlotte, NC.  The former Chief of Staff for General Stonewall Jackson said:  

―We assuredly believe, young gentlemen, that no drop of blood, generously shed in the 

right, ever wets our mother earth in vain‖ [Discussions, vol. IV, p. 108].  His hope for the 

future was in Southern youth having the moral fiber and Christian virtues of their 

fathers.  The Southland was under the heel of Northern conquerors.  Reconstruction 

brought debilitating forces, threatening self-respect and integrity.  He told his audience, 



―Your steadfast and undebauched hearts must be the nurturing soil to preserve the 

precious seed of martyr blood, during this winter of disaster, to the appointed summer 

of its resurrection‖ [p. 109].  Dabney foresaw the coming degradation:  ―Not only is 

every act of oppression a crime, but the seasons of despotism are usually eras of profuse 

and out-breaking crime.  The baleful shadow of the tyrant‘s throne is the favorite haunt 

of every unclean bird and beast.  And if the oppressing power be the many-headed 

monster, a tyrant faction, this is only more emphatically true.  At such a time the moral 

atmosphere is foul with evil example.  The vision of conscience is darkened and warped.  

The very air is unhealthy even for the innocent soul [p. 111].  

     Along with a perverse environment created by tyranny came temptations to sacrifice 

principle in order to escape hardship and vindictive abuse. Dabney said, ―The instinct of 

self-preservation goads the oppressed to attempt some evasion from their miseries; but 

their only remaining means is that common weapon of the weak against the strong – 

artifice.  Every down-trodden people is impelled almost irresistibly to seek escape from 

the injustice which can no longer be resisted by force, through the agency of 

concealments, of duplicity, of lies, or perjuries [p. 113].   

     Today, as in the time of Reconstruction, we experience the evil fruit of tyranny.  Many 

of our Southern ministers, government officials, and elected leaders have compromised 

the foundations of Scriptural virtue and Constitutional liberty.  Their lapse brings a 

temporary reprieve, but aids the advance of those who forge governmental chains upon 

freedom loving Americans.  Free speech was lowered with the Battle Flag in Columbia, 

SC, and truth was yielded to liars.  Many applauded, but the tragedy will have its bitter 

fruit.  How will Southerners face such an onslaught?   

     Dabney said:  ―Nothing is more true than that the natural effect of mere pain is not to 

purify, but to harden the sinful heart of man, exasperating at once its evils and its 

miseries.  The cleansing Word and Spirit of God alone interpret its sufferings to it and 

convert them into healthful medicines of its faults.  So it is the power of true 

Christianity, and that alone, which can minister to us as a people the wholesome uses of 

adversity.  The salvation of the life of the Southern society must be found by taking the 

Word of God as our constant guide.  But it may be asked:  To what course of action 

should this spirit of unyielding integrity prompt us?  The answer from those infallible 

oracles is easy.  While you refrain from the suggestion of revenge and despair, and give 

place as of necessity to inexorable force, resolve to abate nothing, to concede nothing of 

righteous conviction.  Truckle to no falsehood and conceal no true principle; but ever 

assert the right with such means of endurance, self-sacrifice and passive fortitude as the 

dispensation of Providence has left you.  If wholesale wrongs must be perpetrated, if 

wholesale rights must be trampled on, let our assailants do the whole work and incur the 

whole guilt.  Resolve that no losses, nor threats, nor penalties, shall ever make you yield 



one jot or tittle of the true or just in principle, or submit to personal dishonor‖ [ pp. 118, 

119].   

    The defender of the South‘s righteous endeavor to secure Constitutional liberty 

reminded the remnant youth:  ―We have no need, sirs, to be ashamed of our dead; let us 

see to it that they be not ashamed of us.  They have won the happier fate, ‗taken away 

from the evil to come, they have entered into peace; they rest in their beds, each one 

walking in their uprightness.‘  To us they have bequeathed the sterner trial of asserting, 

by our unshaken fortitude under overthrow, the principles which they baptized with 

their blood. Let the same spirit which nerved them to do, nerve us to endure for the 

right; and they will not disdain our companionship on the rolls of fame‖ [p. 120].  
       

 
 

A CONFEDERATE SERMON 

 
Submitted to Chaplain Kenneth Studdard 

 

Thomas Smyth (July 14, 1808 - August 20, 1873) served as Pastor of Second 
Presbyterian Church in Charleston, South Carolina for 35 years, the only church he 
would pastor.  His ministry ended at his death.  He was a profound theologian, 
producing numerous books and articles.  Smyth, along with John Adger and John 
Girardeau, was instrumental in establishing the Zion Presbyterian Church for slaves. 
Smyth contributed a number of theological works to the Southern cause.  The War of 
the South Vindicated and The War Against the South Condemned, and The Sin and the 
Curse; The Union, The True Source of Disunion, and Our Duty in the Present Crisis 
were published during the War.  Both of these works bolstered the Southern war effort 
with theological support.  He also published The Soldier's Prayer Book  and  An Outline 
of The Soldiers Hymn Book.  Both volumes gave much needed spiritual support and 
encouragement to the Confederate soldier. 

One note in favor of Smyth‘s character was his love for books.  His personal library 
grew to over 20,000 volumes. He wrote the following regarding his college days in 
London in 1829: "My thirst for books, in London became rapacious. I overspent my 
supplies in procuring them, at the cheap repositories and left myself in the cold winter 
for two or three months without a cent …" (Autobiography, 39). 

Smyth had a great capacity for showing how Christianity applied to various aspects 
of life. He was an excellent doctrinal and theological preacher. The following sermon 
was published in 1847 and is of interest due to its theological examination of the 
relations of Christianity to war.  This sermon will be presented in 2 parts. 
 

The Relations of Christianity to War: 

AND 
The Portraiture of a Christian Soldier. 

 
 



A DISCOURSE DELIVERED ON OCCASION OF THE FIRST COMMENCEMENT OF THE CITADEL 
ACADEMY. BY THE REV. THOMAS SMYTH, D. D. CHARLESTON, S.C: PRINTED BY B. JENKINS, 100 
HAYNE-STRBET. 1847  
 
CORRESPONDENCE. Citadel Academy, 26th Nov., 1846.  

Rev. and Dear Sir: At a special meeting of the Faculty of the Citadel Academy, I have 
been instructed to convey to you their most sincere thanks for the very learned, eloquent 
and appropriate discourse, which you were kind enough to deliver on Sunday last, 
before the officers, Professors and Cadets of that Institution, and to solicit a copy for 
publication. I utter the sentiments of the whole Faculty when I urge this request, not 
only upon the ground of its literary and theological character, but because of the 
admirable portrait of the Christian soldier which it so happily delineates. We earnestly 
desire that every Cadet in our Institution may have it near — a constant stimulus to 
exertion, inspiring noble sentiments. With profound respect, I am most truly your ob'dt. 
Serv't., F. W. CAPERS, Sect'y. Faculty.  
 

(Reply.) Charleston, Nov. 26th, 1846.  
Dear Sir: I sincerely rejoice that the Discourse I delivered at their request, last 

Sabbath morning, and which I had to prepare amid a great press of duty, was received 
with so much courtesy and partial favour, by the Faculty of the Citadel Academy. For 
their kind expressions as communicated through you, I heartily thank them; and as the 
same reasons which led me to feel the importance and necessity of discussing the 
subject of War, would make it my duty, when so desired, to express my views through 
the medium of the press, I cannot decline your request. I therefore cheerfully send you a 
copy for publication, and remain, with great respect for yourself and the other members 
of the Faculty, yours very sincerely, THOMAS SMYTH. F. W. Capers. Esq., Secretary of 
the Citadel Academy Faculty.  
 
Matt, xxiv, 6. "And ye shall hear of wars, and rumours of wars, see that ye be not 
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet."  
Jer. xlvii, 6. 7. "O thou sword of the Lord, how long will it be ere thou be quiet? Put 
up thyself into thy scabbard, rest, and be still. How can it be quiet, seeing the Lord hath 
given it a charge against Ashkelon, and against the sea-shore if there hath he 
appointed it."  
 

My Christian Friends: In the first of these passages we are taught that war is 
inevitable, not only as the result of the divine counsel, but also as a means in order to an 
ultimate end. Even "the wrath of man shall praise God," and wars further and 
accomplish His purposes until "the end" come.  

In the second passage we are instructed, that war is under the direction of Divine 
Providence, or as even Lowth interprets it, is "the result of God's irreversible purpose 
and decree," and His Sword, with which "He punishes the nations that forget God."  

They will therefore not unfitly introduce a discussion of the Relations of 
Christianity to War, — a discussion which we believe to be made necessary by the spirit 
of the times, and the increase of a wild enthusiastic philanthropy which attempts to be 
wiser and more merciful than God; to amend His ways; and to extirpate by methods of 
man's devising, evils which arise from the necessary derangement into which sin has 



plunged the world, and from the consequent condition of discipline in which we are now 
placed.  

Let us then first endeavour to trace the source and origin of war.   
This earth of ours is now a scene of universal strife.  
This is true of the material world. Created originally for man, and in 

subordination of his sensitive, intellectual, and spiritual nature, it has "reflected the 
aspects and followed the fortunes" of that nature. When man, therefore, fell from his 
original condition of righteousness, the whole creation fell with him into a condition of 
gloom, and elemental strife, so that with the war of passions, there ensued the war of 
elements. "The whole creation" therefore, in all its departments and in all its operations, 
— (of which when first created "God said that it was all very good,") — now "groaneth, 
and travaileth in pain." The earth is in a state of disquietude, and ever and anon gives 
fearful indications of present discord and of future destruction.  I allude to that ultraism 
which is developed in abolition, anti-government, anti-punishment, anti-all-war, and 
similar societies.   

 

"Earth's days are numbered, nor remote her doom,  
As mortal, though less transient than, her sons."  

 

"The very air," — as has been strikingly said, seems to know it was never made to 
bear on its bosom the song of voluptuousness, or to be breathed in profaneness and 
blasphemy: and it testifies its sense of this abuse by the wild shrieks and howlings of the 
tempest, and the desolation of the tornado. And not only so, but it collects within its 
bosom the artillery of heaven. It utters the low muttering and unfurls the banner of the 
coming storm. It piles the thunder-caps in its dazzling heights. It musters and urges on 
its thronging battalions. It covers the heavens with blackness; it sheets them in flames; 
it smites the earth with its bolts; the peals of its thunder cease not, and it pours down its 
hail."  

So is it also with the fire, and the waters ; — for while we are dependent on both 
for our most necessary wants, we are visited by both with our most destructive 
calamities, and held by both in the most fearful apprehension and the most despotic 
subjection.  

Hence the universal sentiment which has prevailed among mankind that not the 
natural and moral only, but also the physical creation is disordered. Hence the Ahriman 
of Persia, the Typhon of Egypt, the Demiurgus of the Gnostics, the essential evil of 
matter as believed in by Plato and other philosophers, and the universal application of 
words to the passions and affection of the human breast which originally expressed the 
workings of material phenomena.  

How this want of perfect harmony between the outward world and our outward 
and inward nature originated, we cannot tell.  

 

"Some say God bid his angel turn askance  
The poles of earth twice ten degrees or more  
From the sun's axle."  

 

But whatever may have been the physical source of these evils, their true origin 
was moral, and that origin was sin.  



Oh yes! when, — as the great poet sings, — in consequence "of man's first 
disobedience," men  

 

" — sat them down to weep, nor only tears,  
Rain'd at their eyes, but high winds worse within  
Began to rise, high passions, anger, hate.  
Mistrust, suspicion, discord; and shook sore  
Their inward state of mind, calm region once  
And full of peace, now tost and turbulent," —  

 

then it was that the curse fell not only upon man, but also upon the earth, and 
upon those animals that were made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of Him 
who hath subjected the same in hope.  

From this "distempered breast" proceed those "lusts that war in our members,"— 
the lust of dominion — the lust of wealth — the lust of vain glory — the lust of exaltation 
— and the lust of revenge.  

By these man is led to wage war with his brother-man. Selfishness, sensuality, 
and pride, — three monster passions — have seized possession of the human breast, and 
to a great extent turned man into a fiend, earth into a pandemonium, and life into a 
capacity of torture. History, therefore, is the record of wars and battles. Monuments and 
statues are the trophies of victories and the mementos of victors. And the scenes of great 
attraction and glory to tourists and readers are the fields of carnage. From these facts 
Hobbes was led to think that war was the state of Nature, and the end for which society 
was first formed; while Machiavel also makes war "the one great study of princes, and 
peace only a breathing time which gives them leisure to contrive, and furnishes ability to 
execute military plans!" Sure it is that all we know of the most ancient kings is that they 
were great warriors, that they led on great armies, and were instrumental — by battles, 
famine, and the other calamities of war, — to the destruction of vast multitudes of their 
fellow-men; and sure it is that ravaged countries, devastated cities, pillaged homes, 
desolated lands, and all the consequences of wild ambition and ungovernable fury — 
constitute "the uniform of history."  

To the records of whatever age, nation or country we revert  
 

human lives are lavished everywhere  
As the year closing whirls the scarlet leaves  
When the stript forest bows to the bleak air  
And groans —  

And everywhere the shout  
Of battle, the barbaric yell, the bray  
Of dissonant instruments, the clang of arms,  
The shriek of agony, the groans of death  
In one wild uproar and continuous din  
Shake the still air.  

 

The result, therefore, has been that according to one calculation, war has carried 
off nearly 1,000 millions, or at the rate 1,715,000 per annum.  Burke, however, makes 
the amount of human beings destroyed by a few specified wars, to be 36,000,000, and 
the number who have perished in the same miserable manner from the beginning of the 



world to this day at a thousand times as much, which he thinks "no exaggerated 
calculation." No wonder then that earth has been called an Aceldema, and that every 
spot has been supposed to be the graveyard of some fallen generation.  

Is this then, we ask, the natural, that is, the native, original, and heaven-created 
character of society and of man? Was it so from the beginning? Were men sent forth 
from their Creator's hands like beasts of prey to ravage and destroy? Was man created a 
malicious being, and was it designed that "man's inhumanity to man should make 
countless millions mourn?" — Were earth's lovely vales, so suited to the shepherd's 
peaceful life, made to reverberate  

 

The death-shot hissing from afar  
The shock — the shout — the groan of war?  
Is it the glory of humanity to reign over desolated cities?  
To make a solitude, and call it peace?  

 

to rush into blood; to seek the sack of villages and towns; to exult in the widow's 
wail, the virgin's shriek, the infant's trembling cry, and where cattle lately pastured, to 
see  

 

With carcasses and arms the ensanguined field  
Bestrewn?  

 

Was such a final end of man's noble powers, his heroic prowess and his 
inimitable skill? "God forbid!" All nature cries aloud against the blasphemy of such a 
supposition. Reason forbids it. Every moral instinct and principle of our nature protests 
against it. Our knowledge of a better course, our loftier aspirations, our humanity, our 
philanthropy, — all condemn it as alike dishonourable to God, and degrading to man. 
The universal belief found imbedded in every system of idolatry, in every tongue and 
language, and among every tribe and people, of a pristine age of peace, purity and piety, 
forbid it. The equally universal belief that man's nature has suffered a sad and 
disastrous eclipse, and is now in a condition of degeneracy and depravity, unites to swell 
the testimony against such a monstrous conclusion, and to vindicate the character and 
ways of God.  

Every faculty of our nature, — veneration, wonder, love, hope, fear, ideality, 
benevolence, conscientiousness, self-esteem, approbation, cautiousness, adhesiveness, 
the love of offspring, of kindred, and of man, — all, all, even according to the 
arrangement of physiologists, and of some Materialists, ought to lead man to a perfect 
love both of God and man, and deter him from such a guilty and unnatural course.  

And the present condition of all these faculties and powers of man, prove that 
they have been turned away from their proper objects, and their proper modes of 
exercise, and that acting with misdirected and irregular energy, they necessarily lead to 
evil, and precipitate man from one degree of depravity to depths still greater. The higher 
sentiments are in subjection to the lower propensities, and are evidently thrown from 
their balance. And this state of guilty depravity, to which consciousness attests, and 
against which conscience protests, is the foundation upon which are based all the 
teachings of education, the restraints of law, the terrors of punishment, and the 
proclamations of religion.  



We are, therefore, brought back to our original position, that "by sin came death," 
and all the mortal ills to which humanity is heir, and that it is "from the lusts" — 
begotten and engendered by this evil principle in the "deceitful and desperately wicked 
heart" — that "wars proceed."  

In every heart  
Are sown the sparks  

that kindle fiery war,  
So that  
Occasion needs but fan them, and they blaze.  

Is this then, we further ask, to remain the character of man, the condition of 
society, and the prospects of our race? Shall "the sword devour forever?" Shall men for 
ever  

 

forget that they are men,  
And men that they are brethren, still delight  
In human sacrifice? Still burst the ties  
Of nature that should knit their souls together  
In one soft band of amity and love?  
Still shall they breathe destruction?  

Still be known  
Artificers of death?  

 

Hope answers no! Education, science, philosophy, art, eloquence, poetry, 
music, everything that purifies, pacifies, elevates and adorns; all the courtesies, 
amenities and blandishments that give to society its sweetest tone, and its fairest 
colours; the growing sentiment that "as God is one, so by the constitution of his 
intelligent creation, his human children ought to be united by stronger ties than those of 
consanguinity in all the oneness, and in all the affection of a single family;" these, and 
the interests of commerce, and the bonds of a common literature, and the extending 
progress of a common language, all answer, no!  

But this conclusion, which these reasons altogether could not suggest as 
probable, and urge as desirable — Revelation — which is at once the will and the power 
of God — teaches us is certain. Sitting at the mouth of this oracle we hear glad sounds 
and cheering responses. "The sword will not devour forever. Wars shall cease. Nation 
shall not lift sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. They shall beat 
their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks. Peace shall extend 
itself like a river. The officers and rulers and magistrates of the world shall be peace, and 
of the increase of this peace there shall be no end, until great voices shall be heard in 
heaven saying, the kingdoms of the world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever."  

And while revelation gives forth such joyful responses, it also provides the means 
for securing their accomplishment. It holds forth light, life, and immortality. Love and 
lenity, forgiveness and forbearance, amity and amenity, are the principles of that 
glorious gospel of the blessed God of which the angelic annunciation was "Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards men." Instructing men in their 
common guilt, ruin and danger, the gospel will fill them with a sense of the infinite value 
of the human soul, the priceless estimate of salvation, the inconceivable horrors of 
damnation, and the everlasting blessedness of redemption; and by subduing lust, vanity 



and pride, it will yet make every man the friend of every other man, whom he will love 
and honor, even as himself.  

 

All crimes shall cease, and ancient fraud shall fail;  
Peace o'er the world her olive wand extend  
And white-robed innocence from heaven descend,  
No sigh, no murmur the wide world shall hear.  
From every face she wipes off every tear.  
No more shall nation against nation rise  
Nor ardent warriors meet with hateful eyes  
No fields with gleaming steel be covered o'er  
And brazen trumpet kindle rage no more.  

 

And as alienation from God, banishment from His favour and presence, and the 
disruption of all intercourse with Him, was the cause of man's dreadful ruin, so his 
reconciliation to God and his restoration to God's favour and friendship, by furnishing 
his faculties with their true objects, and by directing his affections to the only source of 
true happiness, will elevate man to his original condition, and restore the world to its 
original blessedness.  

 

Look round our world; behold the chain of love  
Combining all below and all above:  
See plastic nature working to this end  
The single atom each to other tend,  
Attract, attracted to, the next in place  
Formed and impelled its neighbor to embrace;  
See matter next, with various life endued,  
Press to one centre still, the general good.  

 

This leads us then to inquire what are the relations of Christianity to war?  
Prospectively we have seen Christianity certifies its utter undoing. In principle, 

Christianity as surely wars against war, fights against all fighting, and destroys all 
destruction. Within its own borders and the circle of its own domain the gospel 
peremptorily forbids strife, abjures contention, and requires forgiveness and pitiful 
compassion. Toward all others "who are without," the gospel looks with benignant eye, 
requiring its disciples "as far as lieth in them to live peaceably with all men" and to do 
them good as they have opportunity."   

But does Christianity, therefore, condemn ALL war, denounce it, and hand over 
its abettors and instruments to the curse and woe of its endless destruction? Are the life, 
character, and duties of a soldier incompatible with Christianity, and do they necessarily 
excommunicate from all the hopes and blessings of salvation?  

On this subject there are diversities of opinion, and many who take the 
affirmative in this all important question. Indeed so prevalent has this opinion become, 
that we do not know a modern discussion of the lawfulness of war in any case.  

Now we grant to such reasoners that war originates in "lusts" and is an evidence 
of human guilt and depravity. We grant that it is at once the natural effect, and the 
judicial punishment or SIN, and that "the sword of war is God's sword." But the same is 



true of many other things which have been made necessary in consequence of man's 
corruption.   

What, for instance, is government itself, but a direction and restraint exercised 
over the actions of man by those to whom authority is given to enforce the laws and 
execute the penalties necessary to secure to every man life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness? The very end aimed at by men in the formation of society, is the promotion 
of their mutual safety and advantage by the joint efforts of their combined strength. In 
doing so they yield to the common guardianship of the community, those rights, which 
in a state of independence they might properly exercise alone. — so far as the direction 
of such affairs by the government is found necessary to the general safety and 
happiness.  

To be able to act in concert and by rule; — to have councils which shall be 
consistent and sustained; — to repress violence and secure the enjoyment of life, health, 
prosperity, together with personal and social happiness — these are the objects aimed at 
in all governments. And every citizen finds it to be for his interest to give up his 
individual will in order to obtain a share in that general protection which such 
government affords against individual violence and foreign aggression.  

It is evident, then, that government became necessary because of that depravity, 
selfishness, pride and ambition, which have made man the enemy and the prey of man; 
— which led every man to appropriate to himself all attainable good, and in order to 
secure it, even to sacrifice the interests of others: — and; which thus terminate in the 
doctrine that "might makes right." All, therefore, are agreed that government originated 
in evil, and is itself a necessary evil. It implies only a partial liberty, and involves an 
absolute coercive power of some sort and to a greater or less extent, whether that power 
is exercised by the people, by representation, by a single monarch, or by all combined. 
In every kind of government there must, therefore, be a legislative, executive, and 
judicial power which is supreme and absolute. But all this proves that the necessity 
which requires such provision for the administration of justice, for giving each man the 
protection of the laws, and for punishing offenders — is founded on that character of 
injustice, lawlessness and crime, which now attaches to mankind.  

Government, therefore, is an evil, and founded upon the existence of evil. It 
deprives men of some degree of liberty, lays taxes upon their property, and makes them 
subject to laws, and in case of their infraction of these laws, to severe penalties, And 
hence the merit of every government is tested, not by its absolute freedom, but by the 
amount of liberty it can permit, and the amount of property it can leave untaxed, while, 
at the same time, it secures to the people the best laws, the best administration of these 
laws, and the amplest security against all violence both at home and abroad. Even in our 
government, therefore, which is certainly the freest in the world, in addition to all the 
restraints upon natural liberty imposed by its laws, there is in our general 
representation, a real delegation of the deliberate authority of the people. Such, then, is 
government. It is made necessary by human violence, and sustained, when necessary, by 
physical force.  

And yet we are instructed by the Bible that government is of God, for "there is no 
power but of God; the powers that be are ordained of God, whosoever, therefore, 
resisteth the power resisteth the ordinance of God, and they that resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation." The apostle, be it observed, here speaks not of governors, but of 
government; and not of the mode of administering government, but of civil government 



itself. This he declares to be an institute of God, founded on the nature of man, 
conformable to his reason, made necessary by his present ignorance, depravity and 
selfishness, and adapted to secure and promote the best interests of all. The mode of 
administering this government, however, is not of divine appointment, but is left to 
human reason, guided by the circumstances and condition of every people.  

God having originally formed man for society, the guilt and misery consequent 
upon the fall have made government necessary for the peace and prosperity of that 
society. The superiority of some, and the subordination of others, are first principles 
established by the Creator, so that he who resisteth civil order, authority and 
government, "resisteth the ordinance of God."  

But further, our Saviour and his apostles teach us that civil government "is of this 
world," that is, adapted to man's nature as it now is, designed to secure man's present 
and temporary interests, and to be ordered and directed by the wisdom of men, in 
accordance with the principles of justice and truth. The good of the people is, therefore, 
the sole object of all government, but the true original of its authority is the will and 
purpose of God as manifested in our nature. We are, therefore, required to acquiesce in 
it, and to allow and support it, "not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake," that is, 
not only because it is enforced by penal statutes, but from our religious principles, not 
only because we cannot help it but from a sense of duty, since conscience has respect to 
the will of God, however made known, and enforces that which is in itself obligatory and 
right.  

We are thus brought to the conclusion that government while it is originated and 
made necessary by sin, and while it is maintained by force, is yet "an ordinance of God," 
and designed to "make the wrath of man to praise Him, and the remainder thereof to 
restrain," so that all who will may "live quiet and peaceable lives."  

And so is it with education, with family government, with every kind of discipline 
and control, with affliction and all the other ills to which flesh is heir, and which as they 
are all made necessary by sin, so are they all made to conspire to the subjugation and 
mitigation of the evils of sin. Were man perfect, government would be perfect and leave 
man perfectly free, but as man is imperfect, government must be abstractly considered 
imperfect, in order to be, practically and relatively, useful and good.   

War, therefore, may be, as it is, founded in evil, and may be, as it is, in itself an 
evil, and yet may be, as it is, "an ordinance of God," consistent with His will, and 
permitted by Him in the present state of the world, for the ultimate accomplishment of 
the most wise and benevolent purposes.  

But, it may be said that while government is the ordinance of God, the particular 
form of its administration is left to the wisdom of men guided by the general principles 
and spirit of God's will as made known by reason and revelation, and that as these 
condemn and exclude all employment of force, no government can lawfully engage in 
war. Now the premises in this argument we grant, but the conclusion we deny. The 
particular form of social administration is left to man, as thus guided, but man, as thus 
guided, will not come to the conclusion that government can be sustained without force.  

Self-defence is as much an ordinance of God as civil government. Man has been 
so constituted by His creator that he will, and must, and ought, to defend himself 
against injury, and employ every possible means, when they are made inevitably 
necessary, to preserve that life to which he is the guardian and which is to him of such 
priceless value. It is, therefore, the will of the Supreme Being that man should defend 



himself. This principle is not, in itself considered, evil, nor does it necessarily imply that 
anger, hatred, malice, fury, revenge, and blood-thirstiness, to which, in consequence of 
our depravity, it has been made instrumental. On the contrary it may and must exist in 
the holiest natures; and the necessity of employing it so as to injure or kill an assailant 
has been created only by that sin which has implanted rage and blood-thirsty revenge in 
the human heart. The sinful use and abuse of this principle therefore, can no more be 
urged in proof of its sinfulness than the similar abuse of every other feeling, affection 
and faculty of our nature can be made to prove their sinfulness. Neither is this principle 
like the ferocious instincts of wild beasts, but one that is necessary to the well-being and 
preservation of man, and under the guidance and control of higher principles.  

Hence it is admitted by a recent writer, who has in a great measure defended the 
views of peace societies, that the right to defend one-self has been generally regarded as 
one of the clearest natural rights. But if it is founded on the original law of our nature, it 
must also, according to all sound writers, be founded on the written or revealed law, 
since both are identical as far as they go, (for of course Revelation makes known many 
things unknown to the teachings of reason or the promptings of nature,) the latter being 
thus far a republication of the law of our nature, a correct, authentic, and infallible copy.  

It is true that this natural liberty of private redress was greatly abridged by the 
establishment of government and courts of justice; and yet, even now, the laws permit 
citizens to resort to self-defence, in those, and only in those cases, where no legal redress 
exists, and where the danger is so imminent as to render it impossible to wait for a legal 
remedy. Such also was the law of the Jews. And thus by the laws of all known and 
civilized nations, a person is judged innocent who kills another, while forcibly 
attempting or endangering his life.  

God works by means, and as he has made self-preservation our duty, it is by the 
use of the powers and faculties with which he has furnished us, we are to protect 
ourselves from detriment, and not by relying on any direct and special interference.  

It is, indeed, said that the use of physical force is "doing evil that good may 
come." The use of physical force, however, is not necessarily evil, but in many cases 
really useful, and necessary. The foundation of all society is the family, which is 
unquestionably God's ordinance, and yet a rod is put into the hands of every parent 
which "he is not to spare because of the crying" of his children, but to "beat them with a 
rod, and thus deliver their soul from hell." Outward calamities and physical ills 
constitute also the rod with which God scourges every son whom he receiveth. And 
when, therefore, physical force is employed as the means of arresting so great an evil as 
the loss of life, it is both good and proper.   

It is said, again, that we are absolutely commanded, not to kill, but this is 
interpreted in another passage by "doing no murder," and taking life in self-defence, is 
not murder, nor is it at all analagous to the laws of retaliation, blood-revenge, duelling, 
and unnecessary murder for the mere gratification of passion and revenge,— which it 
was the object of our Savior in these and other precepts to forbid. And that our Lord and 
his apostles would never have resorted to self-defence in cases of absolute necessity, is 
not proved, since there is no occasion recorded when such force was called for.  

If then God prescribes to individuals and to nations the duty of self-preservation, 
and of advancing their own perfection and happiness. He must give them the right of 
preserving themselves from everything that might prevent or destroy these ends; since 
the right is nothing more than a moral power of doing what is proper and conformable 



to duty. And hence the law of nature and of God, authorizing self-defence, must also 
authorize war. 

 
 

 Book Review 

The Blue Flag or the Covenanters who Contended for 

“Christ’s Crown and Covenant” 
By Robert Pollok Kerr 
©1905, Presbyterian Committee of Publications, 146 pp., hardback   
 

Reviewed by H. Rondel Rumburg 
 

Historian Robert Pollok Kerr wrote a number of books including Voice of God in 
History, Land of Holy Light, Hymns of the Ages, Will the World Outgrow Christianity 
and many more. The book which has our attention at this time is The Blue Flag or The 
Covenanters who Contended for “Christ’s Crown and Covenant.” This is not a long read 
but it is a great one. Did you ever wonder where the South got its idea for the 
Confederate Battle Flag? Just look at the Scottish Flag. 

 
The Saltire 

And look at the Covenanters Flag. 

 
Kerr wrote the following lines: 

Covenanter Companies: 
May they keep the Old Flag flying, and be 
Faithful soldiers of Christ and His Church. 

 
There is a good warning in his Preface, ―In the enjoyment of present blessings we are apt 
to be oblivious to the history of the past, and it is easy to let slip the great principles by 
which our privileges were won.‖ He reminded the reader that Christ won his crown by 
the cross and the Covenanters defended it by suffering for Christ.  

The Introductory chapter leads the reader into the early history of the Scottish 
Reformation and the famous preacher John Knox. These Christians had contended for 
liberty of the church from tyranny. This referred to the tyranny of kings and national 



government. These Scotts believed that Christ was the only King of the church and that 
He was the only one with a right to rule it. The Bible was the blueprint for conduct 
personally and collectively. The motto on their flag was ―For Christ‘s Crown and the 
Covenant.‖ 

Chapter two dealt with ―The National Covenant.‖ There is the history of the 
convening of those who witnessed the Covenant with their signatures. Thus they stood 
for truth and liberty in Scotland. Thus they became known as ―Covenanters.‖ This 
covenant declared that ―Jesus Christ is the only King of the church; that He governs it 
through its own officers, and that they must be free from the interference of the officers 
of the civil government.‖ This alarmed the deceptive Charles I of England who began to 
try and undermine the movement. The people of Scotland prepared to defend 
themselves against an invasion. Charles marched into Scotland against the Covenanters 
arrayed under their flag bearing the words, ―For Christ‘s Crown and the Covenant.‖ They 
were twenty thousand strong with a courage that feared nothing but God. Charles saw 
the Covenanter Army and decided to parley. He farcically agreed to their demands. 
Providentially Charles had civil war in England which led to his beheading. Scotland 
received the king‘s son as their ruler. This was Charles II. 

Chapter three is ―The Solemn League and Covenant.‖ This chapter deals with that 
document: ―A Solemn League and Covenant for Reformation and Defence of Religion, 
the Honour and Happiness of the King, and the Peace and Safety of the Three Kingdoms 
of England, Scotland and Ireland.‖ This document dealt with the preservation of the 
Reformed religion in the Church of Scotland in doctrine, worship, discipline and 
government against the common enemies. It sought the removal of Popery, Prelacy, 
superstition, heresy, schism, etc. This chapter deals with the preparation of the 
Confession of Faith by the Westminster General Assembly and the resulting documents 
of the church. 

Chapter four deals with ―The Killing Time.‖ Charles II after being protected in 
Scotland began his reign by seeking to systematically destroy the Church of Scotland. 
The king found that he would have a task on his hands. The executions of the 
Covenanters began and even the man who crowned Charles as King of Scotland was 
murdered and became a martyr. Ministers were executed such as Rev. James Guthrie, 
Rev. Samuel Rutherford, etc. 

Chapter five is titled ―More Trouble for the Covenanters.‖ This deals with Charles‘ 
taking over of the religion of Scotland and establishing Episcopacy. He installed James 
Sharp, a turncoat, for he had signed the Covenant, as Archbishop of St. Andrews. Four 
hundred ministers of the Covenant would not capitulate, which was like an electrical 
shock to the Scottish people. They gave their all for ―Christ‘s Crown and the Covenant‖ 
in the winter of 1662. ―This made it impossible that Episcopacy should ever be 
established in Scotland.‖ Many suffered and died for Christ. 

Chapter six deals with ―Persecution and Retribution.‖ The Scottish people refused to 
attend the Episcopal services, but instead met in fields and glens in meetings called 
―conventicles.‖ The evil enemy began beating women and children as well as torturing 
servant girls by placing burning matches between their fingers to force them to tell 
where their masters were hiding. This led to the arrest of attendees and ministers.  

Chapter seven is titled ―A Bloody Story – Battles of Drumclog and Bothwell Brig.‖ 
The king approved an act which stipulated the killing of all who attended the 
conventicles, which was the same as killing all who attended Covenanter worship 



services. The Covenanters were driven to hold only large gatherings as would provide 
enough men for defense. The conventicles became much like military encampments. At 
the swamps of Drumclog they met Claverhouse and his troops. The contest was awful as 
the forces of Charles II, the perjured King, met the men who represented the crown 
rights of King Jesus. ―It was liberty against tyranny, truth against error, and the best 
conscience, brain, bone and brawn of Scotland against the hirelings of the king.‖ Many 
of the king‘s men were killed, but only one Covenanter was killed. This was a victory for 
the Lord‘s people! The story was different at Bothwell Brig as five thousand Covenanters 
faced fifteen thousand. The bridge was held for three hours against the numerous foes. 
Those imprisoned were sold as slaves for plantations in America and some two hundred 
died in a violent storm at sea during transport. 

Chapter eight was titled ―Defiance and Martyrdom.‖ Some ministers came back to 
their churches under compromise in the ―Act of Indulgence.‖ This was a policy to divide 
the Covenanters. Many ministers refused to submit. They were willing to recognize the 
king‘s authority in all things except the Christian faith. Their belief was, ―The people 
have a right to refuse to obey a wicked government, and revolution is the course which 
they can fall back upon when all else fails.‖ 

Chapter nine is titled ―Sanquhar.‖ This chapter deals with the Cameronians. Chapter 
ten‘s heading is ―Two Stars of the First Magnitude—James Renwick and Robert Baillie.‖ 
Then chapter eleven titled ―Blood, Blood!‖ deals with James II coming to the throne. 
James‘ intention was ―kill all the Covenanters.‖ Sometimes his thirst for blood and 
hatred was so insatiable that he killed them with his own hands. Thus they entered 
another ―killing time.‖ ―By the end of the year (1685) many of the prisoners had died, 
and the wasted survivors were sent to the colonies of America as slaves.‖ [Where are the 
defenders of these slaves?] 

Chapter twelve is on ―Peden the Prophet,‖ which referred to Rev. Alexander Peden. 
This was a man of keen perception. He wandered about Scotland preaching. Chapter 
thirteen was titled ―The Last of the Martyrs.‖ This dealt with James Renwick. He wrote 
his last words, ―I go to my God and your God. Death to me is as a bed to the weary.‖ He 
climbed the scaffold February 17, 1688, sang Psalm 103, read Revelation 19, and then 
offered prayer. Lastly, he made a grand declaration of his faith and was put to death. 

Chapter fourteen—―Victory!—The Revolution of 1688.‖ James II was a Roman 
Catholic and William of Orange the Calvinist (William III, 1650-1702) was on the way to 
liberate. Thus when the Scotts were called to support James it was greeted with ridicule. 
William landed at Torquay, England and James II ran away in disgrace. The words were 
often repeated: ―Scotland forever! She is free! The tyrant James has abdicated. The 
Stuarts are banished by an indignant nation. Orange triumphs…. Scotland and King 
William, and the Covenant forever! Huzza! Huzza!‖ 

If you desire to read this book you may go to https://archive.org/details/blueflagorcovena00kerr 
 

   
 

 We must remember who we are and what we must be about:  

The SCV Challenge by Lt. Gen. S. D. Lee 
  



To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will 
commit the vindication of the cause for which we 
fought.  To your strength will be given the 
defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his history, the emulation of 
his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles 
which he loved and which you love also, and 
those ideals which made him glorious and which 
you also cherish. Remember, it is your duty to 
see that the true history of the South is 
presented to future generations. 

  

***** 

 Chaplain’s Handbook 
  Sesquicentennial Edition 

Sons of Confederate Veterans  
  

This is an enlarged Sesquicentennial Edition of the Chaplain’s Handbook.   It is enlarged from 

131 pages to 165 pages. A chapter has been added on the topic, SCV Chaplains Should be 

Gentlemen; there has also been added a third burial service, The Order for the Burial of the Dead 

of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Confederate States of America; a chapter on Praying 

in Public has been added; and a chapter on Prayer Suggestions for Public Use.  All the other 

chapters remain the same. 
 

Hopefully, those using the handbook will find it even more useful than before.  There is the same 

cloth cover, acid free paper for longevity, sewn signatures, etc.  
 

The retail price is being kept to a minimum of $12, which is very low for a hardback quality 

publication.  Contact SCV headquarters or biblicalandsouthernstudies.com for a copy. 

 

 

 

 

 


