
August 2014

From Your Camp Commander 
Gentlemen:

Camp 516 made history in July, as we held our July Camp meeting within the city limits of Chicago.  
Camp Adjutant and Past Division Commander Jim Barr hosted a breakfast meeting at his office on the 
north side.  Despite a heavy rain, we enjoyed a fine morning together.

We discussed the 2014 National Reunion, which was attended by IL Division Commander Robert 
Mestas.  Commander Mestas will tell you about the Reunion in another part of this newsletter.  The 
2015 National Reunion will be held in Richmond in July, and if you've never attended a National 
Reunion, my advice is to make your reservations soon and plan ahead.  

Our discussion also turned to upcoming events.  Our next Camp meeting will be held at the Church of 
the Highlands, 1525 W. Plainfield Road, La Grange Highlands, on August 9 at 9 am.  I will present the 
program that morning, on a topic that is TBD.

Members who attended the meeting took turns describing their ancestor's Confederate service, and the 
Confederate States were well represented.  Our kin served from Louisiana, North Carolina, Texas, 
and Virginia,  and those are just the ancestors of the members who were present.

If you'd like to tell the Camp about your Confederate ancestor's service, please let me know and we'll 
include an article in next month's newsletter, or better yet, prepare a program for an upcoming 
meeting!  Artifacts are always welcome too.

In September, we will have a booth at the Civil War Show at the Dupage County Fairgrounds in 
Wheaton.  The show will be held on September 14, and discount coupons are available.  Please let me 
know if you would like to attend. This show is a lot of fun, and there are items for sale to fit any 
budget, from books all the way up to authentic firearms.  Lunch is available for purchase, and a group 
of nuns from the city sell baked goods to support their mission.  The sister's offerings are not to be 
missed!
Come on out for some good Southern fellowship with your SCV brethren.

I look forward to seeing you soon.

Deo Vindice,

Rev. Dr. Mark D. Woolfington
Camp Commander, Camp 516
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MEETING NOTICE
The next meeting of our Camp will be on August 9th at 9:00 am.  The meeting will take place at the 

Church of the Highlands, which is located at 1535 West Plainfield Road, La Grange Highlands, Illinois.

Our Camp Commander, Rev. Dr. Mark Woolfington will be presenting a program on a topic of his 
choosing.

2014 SCV National Reunion

A good time was had by all at the Sons of Confederate Veterans Reunion at Charleston, SC. The baton 
of leadership was passed from Commander-in-Chief Givens to his own Lt. CIC Charles Kelly Barrow.  
The new Lt. CIC is Thomas Strain Jr. the former Army of Tennessee Commander.  Other important 
officer assignments are:

Army of Northern Virginia Army of Tennessee Army of Trans-Mississippi

Commander - Randy Burbage
Councilman - Ronnie Roach

Commander - Larry McClunney
Councilman - James Patterson

Commander - Charles Lauret
Councilman - Paul Gramling
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New National Leadership

Commander-in-Chief Kelly Barrow Lieutenant Commander-in-Chief Thomas V. 
Strain, Jr.
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Robert's Reunion Report
Gale Red, Illinois Division Commander Robert Mestas, and Michael Pierpoint 
attended the reunion from the Ill. Division.  The meet and greet took convention 
attendees on a boat tour of Charleston Harbor and Ft. Sumter on Wednesday 
evening.  After opening ceremonies and business meetings on Thursday it was off 
to Johnson’s Island and Ft. Lamar, the scene of the Battle of Secessionville, an 
often-overlooked battle of major significance during the war.   There were more 
meetings on Friday and a very interesting tour of the CSS Hunley museum in the 
afternoon.  Saturday saw the voting for Commander-in-Chief and Lt. 
Commander-in-Chief, as well as some resolutions and amendments to the 
Constitution which were considered.  All in all, it was a fun time and a great 
opportunity to mingle with some great Southern folks from all over the country.  

Robert with Indiana Division Commander Gordon 
Dean Flick and Eve Davenport Holder at the 
Convention.  Eve is a prominent member of the 
UDC and Confederate Heritage activist.

Not all black folks are swayed by 150 years of government propaganda.  
Pictured are Southern heritage defenders H. K. Edgerton and Karen 
Cooper.  Edgerton is a former NAACP chairperson from South Carolina 
and an outspoken defender of Southern Heritage.  Karen is a member of 
the Virginia Flaggers and attends numerous Confederate Heritage events. 
Both attended the reunion in Charleston. 
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Debunking the Forrest/KKK myth
By Compatriot Harry W. Reineke IV

Many gallons of ink, miles of film, and now strokes of computer keys, have 
been wasted on perpetuating a myth regarding one of the greatest cavalry 
commanders the world has ever seen. Any biography, scholarly journal 
article, history or commentary one reads regarding Nathan Bedford Forrest 
and the Ku Klux Klan treats not only his membership, but his leadership of 
the organisation as fact. Two of the most famous biographies, and considered 
to be the best, were written by Jack Hurst and Robert S. Henry. Stanley Horn 
wrote a history of the KKK in 1969. The links between these books is 
important because they are the “go-to” sources for Forrest's Klan 
involvement.

It all comes down to citing your sources. When the Rev. Shane Kastler wrote 
his book Nathan Bedford Forrest's Redemption in 2010, he treated Forrest's 
leadership as fact, citing Hurst's biography of the General. A scanning of 
Hurst's citation list shows that Hurst got his information from Horn's 1969 

The Invisible Empire. Henry's biography First with the Most and Horn's history both choose to cite the 
1905 Metropolitan Magazine article “The Story of the Ku Klux Klan” by Thomas Dixon, or an 
appendix from the same author the John W. Morton's 1909 book The Artillery of Nathan Bedford 
Forrest's Cavalry: The Wizard of the Saddle. This is troublesome. Hearsay doesn't make a good legal 
case, and it doesn't make for good history. While Morton may have been a member of the Klan, Dixon 
was not, as best as we can tell. It's also troubling that this hearsay, in which Morton personally inducted 
Forrest into the Klan, first appears publicly in 1905, twenty-eight years 
after Forrest's death in 1877, and forty since the foundation of the Klan in 
1865. It's also helpful to note that in a 2011 journal article "The Contested 
Image of Nathan Bedford Forrest," a Louisiana State University graduate 
student, Court Carney, noted in a footnote that General Gordon's widow 
maintained until her death, and Gordon was actually the Grand Wizard, not 
Forrest. John Allan Wyeth in his famous 1899 biography The Life of  
General Nathan Bedford Forrest mentions nothing except the 1871 
Congressional Testimony where the committee stated, regarding the 
testimony of Forrest and Gordon, “the statements of these men are full and 
explicit . . . the evidence sustains them.” 

Kastler's 2010 book probably gives the fairest treatment of Forrest in contemporary writing. Even 
though he follows Hurst in putting Forrest into the Klan, he discusses at great length Forrest's later 
conversion to Christianity. In the end, Kastler admits that “Forrest could easily be held up by civil 
rights leaders as the very model of what they wish all racists would become.” He goes on to say 
“[h]istory continues to malign the memory of Nathan Bedford Forrest, but Forrest found redemption.”  
It is this man of grace and faith that we, the descendants of the Confederacy remember. We don't shrink 
from his days as a slave trader, nor from the easily debunked allegations regarding the Fort Pillow 
massacre, though that task is beyond the scope of this article.  But we do know - and must teach - that 
Forrest was a man ahead of his own time in encouraging former slaves to pursue careers and education, 
as indicated by his speech in 1875 to the Pole-Bearers Association.  Just as many of us continue to find 
forgiveness in Christ, so did Forrest. And it is that redemption, and the change of heart that led to and 
accompanied it, for which we hold up our General as an example to us and our own descendants.
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IT’S REALLY MUCH EASIER TO JUST IGNORE THE 
FACTS AND BLAME IT ALL ON THE SOUTH…

Slavery thrived under the United States flag from 1776 to 1865 and 
at least 100 years before that under the British flag in America. The 
Confederate flag flew a mere four years. Yet it’s the Confederate 
flag that’s always attacked…

In 1770 there were twice as many slaves in New York as in 
Georgia. 

In the middle of a war ALLEGEDLY to end slavery and put down 
secession, the United States government allowed West Virginia to 
secede from the state of Virginia and admitted West Virginia into 
the Union as A SLAVE STATE (six months after the Emancipation 
Proclamation took effect).

In the middle of a war ALLEGEDLY to end slavery the practice was still allowed to continue in all 
slave states under union control. Yes including Northern slave states. 

In the middle of a war ALLEGEDLY to end slavery the United States government was still using slave 
labor to complete construction of the Capitol Building in Washington DC. 

The Capitol of United States government, which was ALLEGEDLY about to fight a war to end slavery, 
was also home of the largest slave market on the continent prior to the war. 

Slaves were brought to this country on ships from Northern ports, 
with Northern Captains and Northern financing flying the United 
States flag, NEVER the Confederate flag (the CS constitution 
outlawed the slave trade). A New York slave ship Captain, hailing 
from Maine was executed in 1862 in the middle of a war 
ALLEGEDLY to end slavery for transporting 900 slaves on the 
high seas. 

The largest chapter of the KKK is in a Northern State (Indiana) 
which sent soldiers to fight Southern men, the overwhelming 
majority of which never owned a slave. 
http://www.in.gov/library/2848.htm 

The birth of both United States National and Confederate Battle flags had little or nothing to do with 
slavery. Both flags saw their birth in a violent a struggle for independence and self-governance.
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Washington and Lee University Battle Flags

Recently, the reproduction regimental battle flags that graced the Recumbent Lee statue at W&L were 
removed from the statue chamber of Lee Chapel.  We know that University officials did not anticipate 
the volume or intensity of response that they have so far received in recent weeks. University President 
Kenneth Patrick Ruscio and others continue to offer new talking points and cover stories for their 
actions, NONE of which change the truth.  The truth is that this action was nothing more than a 
complete and total capitulation to the demands of 6 students seeking publicity, determined to dishonor 
General Lee and the men who served under him. 

Now, we are asking you to email, call, or write a letter to the Site Director at the Chapel. Please be 
polite, but be firm, and insist that the flags be returned to the Chapel's statue chamber.

Contact information:
Ms. Lucy Wilkins
Lee Chapel & Museum
100 North Jefferson Street
Lexington, VA 24450
email: lwilkins@wlu.edu
Phone: (540) 458-8768 

"We have not yet begun to fight." Our 
hope and fervent prayer is that you will 

take up the banner and join us.
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Ft. Sumter, the tiny island that Lincoln started a war over….

  FOLLOW THE MONEY

Being an agricultural society, Southerners exported and imported 
70% of the nation’s goods and paid (conservatively) 70% of the 
import taxes, (many put it higher). There was no income tax in 
1860 so the South was supporting the federal government through 
tariffs. 

The South only represented about 33% of the US population 
while most of the tax revenue was spent in the North on roads 
bridges canals and railroads. This was possible because Congress 
was dominated by the industrial North. 

Why did the South secede you ask?  The founders seceded from 
England partially over a tax on tea and a lack of fair 
representation...we call them patriots.  Southerners in 1861 were 

“perfectly loyal to truth, justice, and the Constitution of 1787 as it came from the hands of the fathers.” 
They were Americans not traitors operating under a belief that the right of secession was the essential 
principle of the American tradition. No one who understands the Constitution as ratified in 1788 could 
argue against that point.
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The Charge to the Sons of Confederate Veterans
To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the Cause for which we 
fought.  To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier's good name, the 
guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he 
loved and which you love also, and those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish.  
Remember, it is your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future generations.
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee
Commander-General, United Confederate Veterans 

 
New Orleans, 25 April 1906

Call for Submissions
If you have photos of your Confederate ancestors, or any other contributions, and would like them 
published in upcoming issues of the Douglas Dispatch, please forward them via e-mail to Robert 
Mestas (mestas1@gmail.com) or the editor, Harry W. Reineke IV (kd5tmu@gmail.com)

A Note From the Editor
Compatriots,

I hope you have enjoyed this most recent edition of the Douglas Dispatch.  I'm still working out 
some kinks in my layout software, and gaining new experience in how to make the newsletter visually 
and intellectually pleasing.  Thank you for taking the time to read it, and I hope to see you at the next 
meeting on August 9!

Deo Vindice,

Harry W. Reineke IV

DEO VINDICE
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