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“Certainly, all men have seen that separation from them (Federals) was necessary and 
inevitable. It was necessary for the preservation of our institutions and social systems; it 
was necessary for the maintenance of that form of government transmitted to us by the 
patriots of the first American Revolution; it was necessary for the defense of our own 
Constitutional liberty, and the liberty and happiness of our posterity for generations to 
come. Our enemies were fast fixing the manacles of despotism upon us, and some of us 
knew it not. We were astonished when aroused to a sense of our danger. And when we 
attempted to leave them, we asked to be allowed to go in peace. As Abraham said to Lot 
when they separated, so said we to them;—“Let there be no strife between us.” But they 
replied, you shall not go in peace, you shall not go at all. We will enforce our laws; we 
intend that your States shall remain obedient and true to our government. The very act 
of refusing us peaceable separation shows that they had already learned to regard us as 
subject to them, and bound to obey their laws and submit to their rule, however 
prejudicial to our rights and liberties those laws and that rule might be.” 
 

Chaplain J. J. D. Renfroe 

10th Alabama Regiment 
 

     
 

Editorial 
  

Fellow Compatriots in the Chaplains’ Corps and Friends: 
 

The month of June in 1864, which was 150 years ago, was very eventful. 

Some of the major events follow: 

Wednesday, June 1, was the Battle of Cold Harbor in Virginia. The battle 

continued until June 3
rd

. Federal General Grant used his men as “cannon 

fodder.” The Federal loss for June 3
rd

 in killed and wounded was around 

7,000 in less than an hour. June 1
st
 to 2

nd
 had a Federal loss of around 5,000. 

The Confederate losses for June 3
rd

 were under 1500. The South had half of 

their 60,000 men available for battle and the North used about 50,000 out of 

117,000 men. Cold Harbor had been a blood bath. Lincoln’s take on the 

devastating debacle was, “My previous high estimate of Gen. Grant has been 

maintained and heightened by what has occurred in the remarkable campaign 

he is now conducting.” Political spin is nothing new. 

Sunday, June 5, Confederate General W. E. “Grumble” Jones was killed 

as his some 5600 men met Federal General Hunter’s force of 8500 at 

Piedmont around seven miles southwest of Port Republic. There were charges 

and countercharges half of the day. Hunter moved his forces to Staunton so he 

could continue the destruction of homes and other forms of civilian property. 

The North lost about 750 men and the South near 1600 of which about a 1000 
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were captured. Meanwhile in Georgia, Sherman was working his dastardly 

deeds. 

Wednesday, June 8, Lincoln was nominated for a second term. 

Friday, June 10, was the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads, Guntown or 

Tishomingo Creek, Mississippi. At Brice’s Crossroads the Confederates 

generated a smashing attack on the Federals and routed them. General 

Bedford Forrest captured most of the artillery, around 175 wagons and 

supplies, plus over 1500 prisoners. Sherman was still loose in Georgia and 

Hunter headed for Lexington and Lynchburg. 

Tuesday, June 14, Episcopal Bishop - General Leonidas Polk was killed at 

Pine Mountain, Georgia. 

Wednesday, June 15, on for a period of time was the assault on ending with 

a siege of Petersburg, Virginia. The rest of the month was busy around 

Petersburg. 

Monday, June 27, was the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain, Georgia. 
 

******* 
 

Manifold Antichrists Are in This World 
 

“Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even 
now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time”  

(1 John 2:18). 
 

Have you ever heard the old adage, “You cannot see the forest for the trees?” 
Perhaps there is another: “You cannot see the antichrists for the antichrist.” Sometimes 
Christians are preoccupied or fixated on certain issues. In these dark days, perhaps 
some are looking for or anticipating the Antichrist, but live among and accept the 
presence of multitudes of antichrists. Perhaps we should do some spiritual 
reconnaissance. John appears to be warning against what they had heard in the reality 
of what was the present situation—“there (are now) many antichrists.” 

Who is an antichrist? John records, “Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is 
the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the 
Son, the same hath not the Father: but he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father 
also” (1 John 2:22-23). Antichrists are liars and deceivers (2 John 7). Also antichrists are 
deniers of Biblical truth especially regarding Christ Jesus (2 John 9). Antichrists do not 
have a saving relationship with God through Christ. 

John is writing this to “little children” or “dear children or little born ones.” Then by 
inspiration John pointed out—“it is the last time” or the “last hour.” This is the 
eschatological finality (eschate hora estin). Is he saying that we are in the final hour? 
“Ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists.” The 
prophetic expectation of the antichrist when surrounded by many antichrists is the 
picture here. The many antichrists are to be found in dishonest man-centered clergy, 
media personalities, political figures from the local to the national scene, educators with 
agnostic and antichrist agendas, especially in the universities. They are on every hand. 
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True Christianity is the only objectionable belief system in our culture, while pseudo-
christianity and every pagan belief is accommodated. The Bible is a banned book from 
the public square in America. One of the first acts of congress in the new nation was to 
purchase Bibles for those who did not have them. The reason was that our Constitution 
would only work in a nation with Biblical morality. 

Then John said, “Whereby we know that it is the last time.” “Whereby or for this 
reason we know it is the last hour.” Nathanael Hardy, writing in his The First General 
Epistle of St. John the Apostle, written in 1656, declared: 

 

We…have swarms of antichrists among ourselves; so that this age, and land, and 
city of ours is become a sink of filthy and loathsome heresies, yea, which is the worst 
kind of antichristianism; pseudochristianism is the brand of our times, whilst all 
these antichrists pretend themselves to be the only Christians, yea, some of them 
assert themselves to be Christified and deified; nay, one of them is so sacrilegiously 
impudent as to style himself the Christ [302]. 

 

Oh, the dishonor that is done to Christ by believers peering through the darkness 
looking for the antichrist while being overrun with them. Also, there is sacrilege done by 
those who desire to superimpose their ideas over Christ‟s. The Lord‟s people are sick of 
the blasphemies, heresies and dishonor done to our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
We just need to be sure we realize and live in terms of our victorious Redeemer in the 
midst of a perverse and wicked world. 
 

Readers please be in prayer regarding the upcoming Chaplain’s 

Conference at Providence Baptist Church facility in Harrisonburg, VA. The 

date to put on your calendar is June 19-20. 
 

     
 

Please find in this issue our Chaplain-in-Chief’s message to the reader. Then our Chaplain-

in-Chief gives us an article that should remind each reader of a special group that spread 

the words of life among our forefathers. His article is titled Remember the Colporteurs. 

Your editor has provided a biographical sketch of Chaplain James N. Bouchelle.  This issue 

as usual includes A Confederate Sermon, submitted by Chaplain Kenneth Studdard.  This 

sermon is by Chaplain J. J. D. Renfroe on “The Battle Is God’s,” Part 1 of 2. Our Book 

Review is of Heaven by Alcorn. The review is by Stephen A. Migotsky.  
 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Editor H. Rondel Rumburg 

  
[Compatriots, if you know of any members of the Chaplains’ Corps or others who would like to receive 

this e-journal, please let us have their names and e-mail addresses.  Also, feel free to send copies of this 

journal to anyone you think would like to receive it.  If you want to “unsubscribe” please e-mail the 

editor or assistant editor.  Confederately, HRR] 
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THE CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF'S MESSAGE 

 
 

Dear fellow Chaplains and Friends of the Corps: 
 

Our Chaplains‟ Conference is planned for June 19 and 20, at the Providence Baptist 
Church, 1441 Erickson Avenue, Harrisonburg, VA.  We are grateful to Pastor Lloyd 
Sprinkle for hosting our conference.  All meetings will be conducted at the church.  The 
opening service begins Thursday evening, at 7:00 p.m.  On Friday, we shall have 
speakers throughout the day and also times for fellowship.  I have posted our program 
following this message.   
 

For accommodations, we recommend the Village Inn, 4979 S, Pike, Harrisonburg, VA 
22802.  Their website address is http://www.thevillageinn.travel/ .  Their telephone 
numbers are (800) 736-7355 / (540) 434-7355).  I hope you can join us for this time of 
instruction, preaching, and encouragement.  It is a joy to be with those who stand for the 
Cause of the South and for the eternal Cause of our Savior.  We welcome visitors and 
urge you to bring your wife.  The Christian fellowship is truly wonderful.  Friday‟s noon 
meal will be served at the church. If you need more information please send an email or 
call my cell phone, (864) 631-8952. 
 

I want to ask all of our praying chaplains to intercede for this gathering.  We have 
rejoiced to see some wonderful answers to prayer.  It seems most appropriate and 
needed that we, as chaplains, go to the throne of grace to plead with our heavenly Father 
that He will strengthen our hands and direct us in our spiritual labors.  Please pray for 
each speaker, for all who attend, and for a gracious work of God‟s Holy Spirit, reviving 
us and enabling us to advance our Redeemer‟s Cause.  We know that the Captain of our 
Salvation will have the victory.   
 

Please pray for the upcoming National Reunion, to be held in North Charleston, SC, July 
16-19.  Our Chaplains‟ Prayer Breakfast is planned for Friday morning, 7-8 a.m.  On 
Friday afternoon, from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m., we have our Memorial service.  We hope that 
you will be able to attend. 
 

Deo Vindice! 
Mark W. Evans 

http://www.thevillageinn.travel/
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Chaplain-in-Chief 
 

SCV CHAPLAINS’ CONFERENCE 
Providence  Baptist  Church 

1441 Erickson Avenue 
Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

  
THURSDAY EVENING SESSION 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Welcome, Hymn, and Prayer 
Music 
Sermon:  Pastor John Weaver    
Hymn and Prayer 
 

FRIDAY SESSION 
 

9:00 a.m.  Welcome, Hymn and Prayer 
9:15 a.m.  Dr. Charles Baker    
10:15  a.m.  Questions and Break 
10:45  a.m.   Dr. H. Rondel Rumburg,    
11:45 a.m.  Break for Dinner 
1:00  p.m.  Prayer and Hymn 
1:15  p.m.  Pastor Lloyd Sprinkle 
2:15 p.m. Break 
2:30 p.m.  Pastor Herman White 
3:30 p.m.  Closing remarks and Concluding Prayer 

 

***** 
Chaplain-in-Chief’s Article 

 

Remember the Colporteurs 
 

Mark W. Evans 
 

     An elite band of the Lord‟s servants, called colporteurs, labored sacrificially among 
the Confederate soldiers.  They distributed Bibles, tracts, and other Christian literature, 
while speaking with the men in gray concerning their souls, visiting them in the 
hospitals, praying with them in the camps, ministering to them on the battlefield, and 
pointing everyone to the old, rugged cross.  Confederate Chaplain W. W. Bennett said:   

Receiving but a pittance from the societies that employed them, subsisting on the 
coarse and scanty fare of the soldiers, often sleeping on the wet ground, following 
the march of the armies through cold or heat, through dust or mud, everywhere 
were these devoted men to be seen scattering the leaves of the Tree of Life [W. W. 
Bennett, The Great Revivals in the Southern Armies, 71]. 

   Rev. A. E. Dickinson, Superintendent of Colportage for the General Association of 
Baptists, reflected upon the work of his agency as the war drew to a close:   
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Millions of pages of tracts have been put in circulation, and thousands of sermons 
delivered by the sixty missionaries whom we have sent to our brave armies.  If it 
could be known by us here and now how many souls have been saved by this 
agency, doubtless the announcement would fill us with surprise and rejoicing.  
Hundreds and thousands, we verily believe, have in this way obtained the 
Christian’s hope, and are now occupying some place in the great vineyard of the 
Lord, or have gone up from the strife and sorrow of earth to the peaceful 
enjoyments of the heavenly home [The Great Revivals, p. 74]. 

     Colporteurs from other church agencies and societies also labored to spread God‟s 
truth.  For example, The Evangelical Tract Society published more than a hundred 
different tracts.  Chaplain Bennett said of this society, “During the period of its 
operations, it has been estimated that 50,000,000 pages of tracts were put in circulation 
by it” [The Great Revival, p. 75]. All Southern denominations supported and prayed for 
this undertaking.  Christians were revived and many of the unconverted called upon the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. One by one, through these humble servants, 
Prince Immanuel conquered hearts until all of Dixie‟s armies were affected.   
Confederate Chaplain W. W. Bennett recorded this testimony: 

On going into my tent, I found lying on my table the tract, “Why will ye die?”  I 
read it and became alarmed in regard to my spiritual state, and re-read it until I 
became perfectly miserable.  In this state of mind, I went off into the woods to pray 
that I might be delivered from this awful condition.  While wrestling in prayer 
before God, I was enabled to lay hold of Jesus as One mighty to save, and since 
have had peace and joy in believing…” [The Great Revivals, pp. 141, 142].  

J. T. Tabler, wrote in the winter of 1863: 
After getting my tracts, hymn-books, etc., I supplied the Sixty-third, Fifty-first, 

and Fifty-eighth Regiments, and also Derrick’s and Clarke’s Battalions and Brian’s 
Battery.  The brave men received the tracts eagerly and thankfully, and were 
always pleased with an appointment for preaching or prayer.  We held meetings in 
Monroe, and the narrows of New [R]iver, and at Thorn Spring, near Dublin, where 
four artillery-companies are now in camp.  Never have I met with more patient 
and attentive audiences.  One and another would inquire for Testaments, and 
express a resolution to lead a new life.  With the batteries we held repeated 
meetings, and there is evidently an increasing interest in religion.  Wherever I have 
gone among our troops, I have found a cheering proportion of pious men – soldiers 
of Christ.  I have found young brethren who stand firm in their Christian integrity 
despite of temptation.  Among these there are many who boldly advocate the cause 
of truth [Christ in the Camp, p. 188]. 

Chaplain Bennett gave this summary of the work of the colporteurs: 
The record of their labors is the record of the revival; they fanned its flame and 

spread it on every side by their prayers, their conversations, their books, and their 
preaching.  They went out from all the Churches, and labored together in a spirit 
worthy of the purest days of our holy religion.  The aim of them all was to turn the 
thoughts of the soldiers not to a sect, but to Christ, to bring them into the great 
spiritual temple, and to show them the wonders of salvation.  If any man among us 
can look back with pleasure on his labors in the army, it is the Christian colporteur 
[The Great Revival in the Southern Armies, p. 71). 
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     This triumph of truth in the midst of war revealed the power of God‟s Word as 
humble followers of the Lamb sowed the good seed.  Our present spiritual crisis calls for 
such faithfulness.  In history, nations have been transformed through the preaching of 
the Gospel.  No government program can produce such a change.  Only God Almighty 
can change the hearts of sinners.  May the Lord use us as chaplains to follow the 
colporteur‟s example, putting aside self and lifting up the bloodstained banner of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  He is still “mighty to save.”  The Lord promised:  “So shall my word 
be that goeth forth out of my mouth:  it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” 
(Isaiah 55:11). 
 
        

 
 

 

Chaplain James N. Bouchelle

 

13th South Carolina Volunteers 
“Gregg’s & McGowan’s Brigade” 

 

By Dr. H. Rondel Rumburg 

 

Bouchelle was a South Carolinian, who was a Circuit Preacher before the Northern 

invasion of the South.  He was in the Newberry Ministerial Association of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church South in Newberry, South Carolina. Except the time Bouchelle was a 

chaplain, spending time with the army in Virginia, it appears that his ministry was 

concentrated in South Carolina. 

As with many ministers, Rev. Bouchelle wanted to preach the gospel, and he wanted 

to do his duty for his country. The two elements combined in his becoming a chaplain 

which entailed great opportunities to urge men to come to Christ and be saved from sin 

before it was too late. Men facing death needed the saving work of Christ. The hardships 

were likely far greater than he ever realized, but he sought to do his duty for God and 

country. 

The 13th Regiment of the South Carolina Infantry was organized in July, 1861, at 

Lightwood Knot Springs near Columbia, South Carolina. Bouchelle became a chaplain in 

this regiment. In April, 1862, the regiment was ordered to Virginia and assigned to 

Generals Gregg‟s and McGowan‟s Brigade. The 13th was not affected by the 

reorganization of the Army of Northern Virginia that took place in the spring of 1862. 

There was a good reason—the men had enlisted for the duration of the war. The 13th 

Regiment ceased hostilities on April 9, 1865 at Appomattox Court House, Virginia. 

                                                 
 The name of Chaplain Bouchelle has been variously spelled by his contemporaries when writing 

about him. It is spelled Beauschelle and Bauchelle as well as the correct spelling Bouchelle. In this article 
the spelling “Bouchelle” will be used throughout. HRR 
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Evidently, his style of preaching was excellent for the army environment. The 

chaplaincy took a special kind of man with good lungs. As Surgeon Spencer Welch of the 

13th South Carolina wrote to his wife, he seemed to have a hard time concentrating, for 

he was writing during a sermon. This is obviously not an ideal time for such a task and 

could be considered sacrilege. But Dr. Welch, if we give him the benefit of the doubt, 

may have been a multi-tasker. He declared through his pen: “While I write I hear 

Chaplain Bouchelle preaching at a tremendous rate. He seems to think everyone is very 

deaf…. To save my life I cannot think of anything more to write, so good-by, my dear 

wife. Take good care of George” [Spencer Glasgow Welch, A Confederate Surgeon’s 

Letters to His Wife, 40]. Men preaching in the open air needed all the volume they could 

muster, so the good doctor needed to move further away. Perhaps he would have had 

greater benefit if he had put up his pen and paper and sought the Word of God. 

At Chancellorsville, Chaplain Bouchelle was found in an awkward and very 

dangerous position. D. Augustus Dickert, writing about May 3, 1863, at the Battle of 

Chancellorsville penned: 
 

As our (Kershaw‟s) brigade was moving through the thicket in the interval 

between our main line and the skirmishers, and under a heavy fire, we came upon a 

lone stranger sitting quietly upon a log. At first he was thought an enemy who in the 

denseness of the undergrowth had passed our lines on a tour of observation. He was 

closely questioned, and it turned out to be Rev. Bouchelle, a Methodist minister 

belonging to one of McGowan‟s South Carolina regiments, who became lost from his 

command in the great flank movement of Jackson (McGowan‟s Brigade belonged to 

Jackson‟s Corps), and said he came down “to see how the battle was going and to 

lend aid and comfort to any wounded soldier should he chance to find one in need of 

his services” [History of Kershaw’s Brigade, 215-216].  
 

Chaplain Bouchelle, like many of the chaplains, desired to be in the thick of things 

where they were needed the most. Sometimes they were not very discreet, and he could 

have been shot for the enemy by his own men. 

In the Army of Northern Virginia there was the formation of the Chaplains 

Association at Round Oak Baptist Church on March 16, 1863. This chaplain‟s 

organization was the brain child of “Stonewall” Jackson and was implemented by his 

chaplain, Beverly Tucker Lacy and others. The organization was created for the spiritual 

benefit of the chaplains, their encouragement, and the coordination their efforts. These 

meetings were well received by the chaplains, as one confided in his diary: “Meet 

chaplains of this corps. Preach to them and many others. Good meeting. All day with 

them. Such meetings warm the heart and encourage us” [A. D. Betts, Experience of a 

Confederate Chaplain, 31].  
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The meeting for April 20, 1863 at Round Oak Baptist Church was opened with a 

sermon from Chaplain B. T. Lacy, which he preached on the text, “And as thy servant 

was busy here and there, he was gone” (1 Kings 20:40). Various chaplains joined the 

Chaplain‟s Association that day, and here was one entry into the minutes: “Brother J. N. 

Bouchelle, of Thirteenth South Carolina Infantry, and Brother Geo. Slaughter, Fifty-

eighth Virginia Infantry, appeared and gave their names to the clerk” [J. William Jones, 

Christ in the Camp, 520]. Numerous issues were discussed, and one topic was, “Where 

ought chaplains to be in battle?” This discussion which was exceptionally relevant was 

“somewhat agitated,” so the issue was “left for the next meeting.” Some of the units were 

without chaplains, so these meetings were used to ask for volunteers to fill in gaps. An 

entry states, “Brother J. N. Bouchelle, of Thirteenth South Carolina, agreed to go to the 

hospital this week….” There was obviously no hospital chaplain at that time. 

Jackson‟s old corps was on the line waiting for battle on June 12, 1863. They had 

been in this position for six days, and the soldiers were entrenched. At this time Dr. 

Welch was writing his wife from the hospital near Hamilton‟s Crossing in Virginia. He 

related to Cordelia that he had been in speaking distance with the enemy. Then he 

turned to Chaplain Bouchelle who was a messmate of Dr. Tyler and himself. The 

chaplain and Dr. Tyler were bunking together at this time with the following result, 

“Tyler is one of the most wicked and profane men I ever knew, but he is a very 

intelligent man and is generous and high-minded.” Then he explained, “His father 

educated him for the ministry, and he and the chaplain argue on Scripture at night. It is 

highly amusing, for he is hard to handle in an argument on Scripture” [Welch, 53-54]. 

Chaplain Bouchelle was challenged on his theology which was apt to keep him on his 

toes. Chaplains were kept very busy, but also sought time for study. Bouchelle was going 

to need to keep close to the goods with Dr. Tyler. 

Chaplain Bouchelle along with the men of the Second Corps, after the death of 

Jackson, were under the generalship of Ewell. They along with the First and Third Corps 

were headed to Pennsylvania to give the enemy a dose of his own medicine in his own 

country for a change. General R. E. Lee was on the way with the Army of Northern 

Virginia. This trip led to the Battle of Gettysburg. After the battle there were many 

wounded. “Who was going to stay behind with the wounded and care for them?” Some 

of the physicians stayed behind as a matter of policy and chaplains did as well. 

Chaplains were very susceptible to capture when they remained behind after a battle to 

help with the wounded. Bouchelle remained behind to offer his services spiritually and 

physically for his fellow countrymen. He was captured after Gettysburg along with some 

dozen other chaplains [Central Presbyterian, October 15, 1863, “Imprisoned 

Chaplains”]. Some of the other chaplains captured were Henry E. Brooks, W. B. Owen, 

J. O. A. Cook, and M. W. Frierson.   The Federals kept imprisoning chaplains to the very 

end of the war. Some of the men experienced the destruction of their health due to harsh 
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prison conditions. Sometimes chaplains were considered absent without leave when 

they had actually remained behind or been captured. Records were often lost or 

destroyed and recollections were sometimes mistaken. 

Dr. Welch, in a letter to Cordelia from near Orange Court House, Virginia, on 

August 10, 1863, discussed the very fatiguing and very long trip to and from Gettysburg. 

Also he noted that General Cadmus Marcellus Wilcox had just been appointed to the 

rank of Major General and now the 13th South Carolina was fighting under Wilcox. 

General William Dorsey Pender who had been killed would be greatly missed. In this 

letter he stated: 
 

I have seen letters from some of our wounded who were left at Gettysburg. They 

are now in New York, and all say they are treated well. I had a chance to remain with 

our wounded, and, had I preferred to do so, I might have had a very interesting 

experience. Our chaplain, Bouchelle, was captured and is somewhere in 

Yankeedom, and I suppose is in prison, as chaplains are now held as prisoners, but 

he is apt to be released soon [Welch, 74]. 
  

Welch was correct that their chaplain had been captured. The regimental surgeon 

wrote on October 28, 1863:  
 

Old Jim Bouchelle, our chaplain, is out of prison and is back with us again. He 

was at Fort Delaware awhile, and was then sent to Johnson‟s Island in Lake Erie. He 

looks better than I ever saw him. He has a new hat, new shoes, and everything new, 

and looks like a new man. He speaks very highly of the Yankees and the way they 

treated him and of the good fare they gave him. He seems perfectly delighted with 

the North and the Yankees. I am sorry they did not handle him rather roughly and 

cure him of his wonderfully good opinion of them [Welch, 82]. 
 

Bouchelle was probably an exception for some of the chaplains were greatly mistreated 

and at least one was executed. Dr. Welch was somewhat taken aback by Bouchelle‟s high 

view of Yankeedom. At times the good doctor seemed a bit put out with his chaplain, but 

he must have highly respected him for he was often mentioned in personal 

correspondence to his wife, calling him “Old Jim.” Both of them were from Newberry. 

In April of 1864 Chaplain James N. Bouchelle was back in Newberry, South 

Carolina. The last mention of the chaplain in the published correspondence of Dr. 

Spencer Glasgow Welch was a letter written on April 19, 1864, from Orange Court 

House, Virginia: 
 

I was glad to hear that old Jim Bouchelle was at our home. My father is 

decidedly hostile to the preachers who stay at home and preach to the women and 

old men, but I know he treated Bouchelle like a prince. If you see a certain widow, 
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you might take the liberty of teasing her a little about old Bouchelle. She sent him 

some nice warm articles of clothing recently [Welch, 91]. 
 

Welch seemed to like getting on Bouchelle‟s case, especially with humor. The widow had 

not heard the last of Chaplain Bouchelle from Dr. Welch. In October 1864 the brigade 

received a new chaplain. 

After the war, Rev. J. N. Bouchelle continued to minister the gospel of God‟s saving 

grace in Newberry, South Carolina. [Any reader who has other pertinent information on 

this minister please share it with this writer.] 

  

 
 

A CONFEDERATE SERMON 
Submitted by Chaplain Kenneth Studdard 

 
J. J. D. (John Jefferson Deyampert) Renfroe (1830-1888) was a noted Baptist 
pastor in Alabama and a Confederate chaplain. He was born August 30, 1830, in 
Montgomery County, Alabama, to Nathan W. and Mahala Lee Renfroe, who had 
relocated to Alabama from Washington County, Georgia. 

His father was an unbeliever and sought to shield his son from Christianity.  In 
spite of his attempts, Renfroe came to Christ and was baptized in 1848.  Shortly 
thereafter, he decided to enter the ministry and began the study of theology with Baptist 
pastor J. M. Newman. A gifted speaker, Renfroe began to preach regularly even before 
he was ordained in 1852.  He was married at this time to Elsie Lee, with whom he had 
eight children.  Between 1852 and 1857, Renfroe pastored several churches in Calhoun 
and Cherokee counties. In the fall of 1857, he was offered a post at the influential First 
Baptist Church in Talladega, where he served until October 1860. 

In the fall of 1862, following a brief period of service raising funds for missionary 
work among the Indians for the East Alabama Baptist Association, Renfroe worked in 
the Confederate Army distributing religious tracts and books among the soldiers. In 
early 1863, Renfroe became chaplain to the 10th Alabama Infantry Regiment, a choice 
prompted by his brother's death in the Battle of Fredericksburg.  This was in spite of his 
earlier belief that the military chaplaincy violated the separation of church and state.  He 
stated that, “It is perhaps no credit to me that I accepted a chaplaincy prejudiced against 
the system” [South Western Baptist, September 10, 1863; Dwain B. Waldrep, Alabama 
Review, July 1999]. 

His chaplaincy began in the winter of 1863 and he served faithfully to war‟s end. 
The subsequent account was written in January of 1867:  
 

The Tenth Alabama was the regiment of which I was chaplain. The brigade was 
composed of the Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh and Fourteenth Alabama 
Regiments. I reckon this brigade comprised as noble a body of men as ever served 
in any army. I reached my post of duty while the army was in winter-quarters at 
Fredericksburg, in the early part of the year 1863…. Very little preaching had 
been done in the brigade up to that time…. The first Sabbath after I got there I 
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preached twice, and from that time until I left them, I had a large attendance 
upon worship, and as good order in my congregations as I ever had at home [J. 
William Jones, Christ in the Camp, 510]. 

 

When the war ended, Pastor Renfroe returned to the congregation in Talladega. He was 
used of God in his ministry to help his fellow Alabamians cope with their despair, 
sufferings, uncertainties, and anxieties during Reconstruction.  

In May 1888, Renfroe attended a meeting at Birmingham's First Baptist Church 
to encourage support for Howard College's building program. He became ill during his 
appeal and was carried to his brother-in-law's. He died there on June 2, 1888, just nine 
months after the death of his wife Elsie. 

The following sermon was preached to the men of Wilcox‟s Brigade and was an 
encouragement for the soldiers to continue their struggle for independence.  Due to the 
length of the sermon, it will be presented in 2 parts, concluding in the next issue. 
 

“The Battle Is God’s” 
 

A Sermon Preached Before Wilcox’s Brigade, on Fast Day, the 21st August, 1863,  
Near Orange Court-House, Va. 

by J. J. D. Renfroe, Chaplain 10th Alabama Regiment 
 

REMARKS: 
 

This discourse is published at the instance and upon the patriotic liberality of 
those who heard it. The author has prepared it for the press in Camps, as he could 
snatch fragments of time from the pressing duties of an extensive and glorious revival of 
religion. It is, therefore, not written for the eye of the critic, but for “the common 
people,” to whom he hopes it will be entertaining, It is dedicated to them, with the 
devout prayer that God will “teach their fingers to fight” the battles of liberty, their 
tongues to speak for the defense of their country, and their souls to supplicate the 
throne of all grace for the speedy return of an honorable peace and the establishment of 
our national independence. 
 

THE AUTHOR. 
 

FAST-DAY SERMON. 
 

“And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a Fast 
throughout all Judah. * * * Then upon Jahaziel * * * came the Spirit of the Lord in the 
midst of the congregation; and he said; * * * Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid 
nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God‟s.” —
2 Chro. XX: 3, 14, 15. 
 
MY COUNTRYMEN AND BRETHREN:—In concert with the patriotic and Christian 
people of our afflicted land, we are assembled today, with fasting, humiliation and 
prayer, for the purpose of publicly and devoutly acknowledging our dependence upon 
the Arm of the Lord God for the success of our country‟s cause, and to implore ardently 
his blessings upon us in this the darkest hour of our national woe. We are yet in the 
midst of horrid war; and war in any form is a calamity to any people,—a sad calamity! It 
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universally originates, so far as concerns human agency, in the unholy passions of men. 
The Apostle James propounds a question on this subject, that demands the 
consideration of all the mighty peoples of this globe:—“From whence came wars and 
fightings among you? Come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your 
members?” It is a wonderful commentary upon the depravity of our race, to see with 
what seeming admiration the whole world gazes upon 
 

“Battle‟s magnificently stern array,”  
 

as if  
 

“The number slain made slaughter glorious,”  
 

forgetting that 
 

“Rash, fruitless war, from wanton glory wag'd, 
Is only splendid murder." 
 

It is a satire upon civilization, a legalized and scientific artifice for the destruction of 
human life on a mammoth scale. The wicked originators of war set themselves directly 
in defiance of every principle of Christianity, the quintessence of which is, Peace and 
good will to men. 

And especially is war a calamity to an invaded people. It is difficult to imagine in 
what form national affliction could be more terrible. Of course, I speak of its calamities 
to the generation who exist contemporaneously with a war of invasion; for, with all its 
horrid catalogue of crimes and afflictions, it is generally fruitful for good to succeeding 
generations. M. Victor Cousin, says, that history proves, even when viewed from a 
human stand point, that wars always terminate just as they should, and that their results 
are always full of blessings for coming generations. This of itself shows that the Great 
God sits at the helm of the ship of war, to vindicate the doctrine that the battle is His. 

And, notwithstanding the wickedness of the originators of war, and the 
desolation that follows in the wake of large invading armies, and the bitter cups of 
tribulation consequent upon the varied casualties common to such a war, yet, a just and 
unoffending people may be—indeed they often are—called upon by every holy principle, 
to fly to arms for the maintenance of every right—every blessing—and everything that 
they hold sacred and dear.  

Such was the war of whose history the text is a part. The fair land of Judah, so 
often ravaged by the desolating hand of war, was now threatened to be overwhelmed by 
the invading armies of three allied powers. The Moabites, the Ammonites, and the 
inhabitants of Mount Seir, conspired for the overthrow of King Jehoshaphat and the 
subjugation of his kingdom, and marched their “great multitudes” against the devoted 
land of Judah. It is remarkable that King Jehoshaphat seems to have known nothing of 
their malicious designs until their conspiracy was formed, their armies united, and they 
had already entered his borders. This want of information, which would be 
unpardonable in a national ruler in these times, was altogether excusable in his case. 
The representation of one nation, by embassy, at the court of another, did not exist in 
those remote ages as it does now. Besides, such had been the forbearing magnanimity 
exercised towards these nations in other days, by the fathers of Israel, and Israel‟s God, 
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that Jehoshaphat, in the goodness of his heart, could not but expect that these kindly 
feelings would be reciprocated. 

The proper intelligence, however, did not come too late. It was in season. “There 
came some that told him, There cometh a great multitude against thee from beyond the 
Sea, on this side Syria.—And Jehoshaphat feared!” We, also, are engaged against the 
invading forces of a mighty power, under circumstances that religiously call upon every  
man everywhere in our country, to rise up and strike for the defense of his beleaguered 
land. And now, without stopping to inquire for the special causes and nature of the fear 
of the King of Judah, let us take a dispassionate view of our own distracted country, and 
see if there are any that fear, and what are the nature and causes of their fears, and 
whether these fears may not be removed? 

It is well enough to admit what is true, and, looking the naked facts in the face, 
meet them like true men. For it is a fact not to be denied, that a spirit of fear has gained 
an influence over the hearts of many of our fellow citizens at home, and is creeping like a 
nightmare upon some of the soldiers in some of our armies. The evidence of existing 
fear comes to us in forms not to be mistaken. Then, my countrymen, let us approach 
with reverence and deep humility, and yet with brave confidence, the precincts of the 
“faint hearted,” and take a view of the overhanging cloud, and see if there be danger. 

I. “And Jehoshaphat feared.” What are the causes for fear—why these 
apprehensions?  “Watchman, what of the night?” 

Our national horizon, when viewed from a human stand-point, and in the light of 
human wisdom, is unpromising and full of threats. It is not surprising that some are 
timid and fearful. Indeed, it would be wonderful if there were no apprehensions among 
us, for this is an hour of tribulation and we are but men. But why these troubles and 
fears? 

1. The complainer answers, We are in the midst of horrid war, a war of vast 
proportions, and a war that threatens to overwhelm our whole land with its sad 
calamities. When we entered upon this revolution, we had not a thought of its 
continuing so long; and when we have so often looked to certain anticipated 
developments with hope that they would terminate the sanguinary struggle, our hopes 
have been as elusive as the spider‟s web or the floating vapor, and, alas, we discover 
fewer signs of peace now than at the beginning. 

This is the complaint of one class of the dissatisfied. The very idea of bearing 
arms under any circumstances fills some with terror, and such persons have been 
whining and prophesying evil from the commencement of this struggle. They do not 
know what patriotism means, or knowing, they do not care. 

Yes, we are in the midst of war, not of choice but necessity. No other alternative 
was left us at the beginning, and we have no choice now, but to realize, the fact that a 
great war is upon us, and confront it like freemen, unless we can tamely submit to the 
yoke of slavery, and surrender every indefeasible right guaranteed to us by the God of 
our being, and sell our posterity into a state of vassalage more cruel and merciless than 
that suffered by the Hebrews in the land of Egypt, or the subjugated parties under the 
reign of terror. Surely there is no man—I know there is no patriot in all our land, who 
has watched the developments of Yankee character for the past two years, but will 
rejoice in the idea of national and social separation from that people. Certainly, all men 
have seen that separation from them was necessary and inevitable. It was necessary for 
the preservation of our institutions and social systems; it was necessary for the 
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maintenance of that form of government transmitted to us by the patriots of the first 
American Revolution; it was necessary for the defense of our own Constitutional liberty, 
and the liberty and happiness of our posterity for generations to come. Our enemies 
were fast fixing the manacles of despotism upon us, and some of us knew it not. We 
were astonished when aroused to a sense of our danger. And when we attempted to 
leave them, we asked to be allowed to go in peace. As Abraham said to Lot when they 
separated, so said we to them;—“Let there be no strife between us.” But they replied, you 
shall not go in peace, you shall not go at all. We will enforce our laws; we intend that 
your States shall remain obedient and true to our government. The very act of refusing 
us peaceable separation shows that they had already learned to regard us as subject to 
them, and bound to obey their laws and submit to their rule, however prejudicial to our 
rights and liberties those laws and that rule might be. And when they denied us 
peaceable separation, Liberty called for her Sons in the South to come to her rescue and 
defense; and those sons rose up in every town and city, in every hill and valley, and came 
forth from almost every hearthstone and sacred altar throughout the land;—leaving 
their peaceable avocations, forsaking for the time—and many of them forever—the 
unspeakable joys of domestic life, they rushed with heroic enthusiasm to their country‟s 
standard, and there they pledged their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor, to the 
defense of the heritage handed down to them by the fathers of American independence! 
Nobly have they kept that pledge! With almost superhuman energy, endurance and 
courage, have they toiled and suffered and battled, at the altar of liberty. And prominent 
among this mighty host of gallant men, stands Wilcox‟s Brigade. Sirs, do you regret that 
you obeyed your country‟s call? Are you ashamed of what you have done? Is there a 
single man here who would retrace the honored steps he has taken for the defense of his 
native land? No, there are none of that class here. Your proud record vindicates your 
unrelenting courage. I feel that I am not talking to one of those faint-hearted whiners, 
who cry peace, peace, when there is no peace, and who would sell his country or desert 
his country's flag. We have to fight on!  We cannot make peace. We cannot even propose 
peace. Our government has done all that could be done in that line. A proposition for 
peace going from us now would be the essence of cowardice, and could but have the 
effect of causing our enemies to believe that we were about ready to yield everything. 
Propositions for peace must emanate from them; and until then, we must stand by our 
arms, and be ready to strike at all times for our country and our country‟s honor. 

2. But, says the objector, Our enemies are so much stronger than we. They bring 
“great multitudes” against us. They can raise, equip and supply armies so much larger 
than ours, that we cannot hold out much longer against the vast hosts with which they 
are invading our country. Soldiers, let us not quail before the might of man. Remember 
the encouraging words of the text, “Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great 
multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's.” God teaches us that “The battle is not 
to the strong.” Large armies and great powers do not always conquer the smaller and 
weaker. The Bible and history show that the reverse comes nearer being true. Let us, 
first, briefly consult the pages of history on this subject.   

Sir William Temple, in his Essay on Heroic Virtue, says, “The second observation 
I shall make on the subject of victory and conquest is, that they have in general been 
made by the smaller numbers over the greater; against which I do not remember any 
exception in all the famous battles registered in story, excepting that of Tamerlane and 
Bajazet.” History will sustain this observation. Let us appeal to its record and see. 
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And to begin far back in historic battles, we will learn that the Persian army 
under Cyrus was but a handful when compared with the vast multitude of Assyrians 
over which they were completely victorious. And afterwards these victorious Persians, 
with an army of six hundred thousand, were beaten by the Macedonians who were never 
more than forty thousand strong. The little Athenian army of ten thousand, fighting for 
their liberty and independence, as we are, drove back and overcame one hundred and 
twenty thousand Persians at Marathon. In all the famous victories of the 
Lacedemonians, they had never over twelve thousand soldiers at any time, though their 
enemies had often twenty times that number. Almost every one of the celebrated 
victories of the Romans was achieved over far greater numbers than themselves. The 
great Caesar‟s armies, whether in Pharsalia, Gaul or Germany, were in no proportion to 
those conquered by him. The army of Marius was never over forty thousand, while that 
of the Cimbres, which he conquered, was three hundred thousand. The famous victories 
of Etius and Belisariu, over the barbarous Northern nations, were won with numbers 
astonishingly small. The same is true of the first great victories of the Turks over the 
Persian Kingdom, and of the Tartars over the Chinese. In all the immortal victories of 
the renowned Scanderbeg over the Turks, he never brought together more than sixteen 
thousand men, though his enemies often numbered over a hundred thousand. 

To come down to later times, the English victories at Cressy and Agincourt, so 
famous in history, were gained with incredible disadvantages of numbers. The same is 
true of the great victories of Charles the VIII, in Italy; of Henry the IV, in France; of 
Gustavus Adolphus, in Germany; and of Charles the XII, of Sweden, in Denmark, 
Poland and Muscovy. The King of Poland, who had an army of twenty-four thousand, 
was defeated and driven from his throne by a force of less than twelve thousand; and the 
Prussian army of eighty thousand was beaten by him with a little army of only eight 
thousand. Nor must we forget the fate of the great Napoleon in Russia. He invaded that 
country with an army of six hundred and thirty thousand soldiers, and was finally 
completely vanquished, and driven out of the country, although the Russians had never 
over two hundred and fifty thousand men in the field at any one time. 

These are the facts of history. What do they prove? Does not all history show that, 
“No king is saved by the multitude of a host?”  The battle is the Lords everywhere, and 
by whomsoever fought. The same God who reigned over the battles now committed to 
classic story, reigns over the struggles of these Confederate States.  “The Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth.”  He will defend the right! 

But, I ask, does not your own history demonstrate the same great truth? Follow 
the history of the Army of Northern Virginia, from the first battle of Manassas Plains to 
Gettysburg, and what is it but a living testimony that the battle is not yours, but God‟s?  
If their own showing be correct, our enemies have had in the field a million of men, 
more than half of whom have belonged to the “Grand Army of the Potomac?” And this 
army you have met and vanquished on a score of bloody fields. They have always vastly 
outnumbered you; often they have more than doubled you, and yet they have never 
beaten you. Under God you have always mastered the field. 

Why, in both battles of Manassas, were the enemy routed in disorder? Because 
there was not a mountain, or a river, or a gunboat to save them from rout! Go to Seven 
Pines, and you find them saving themselves in the swamps of the Chickahominy. Go to 
the seven days battles in front of Richmond, and you see them first seeking safety in the 
swamps and then under cover of their gunboats in James river. Go to Fredericksburg 
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and Chancellorsville, and you see them twice hurled back across the Rappahannock. Go 
to Sharpsburg and Gettysburg, and you find them seeking refuge in the mountain‟s 
heights, while you fight in the open valleys. Are you afraid of this “grand army?” No, I 
know you are not. You have never had to fly to a gunboat, or seek refuge in a mountain, 
or hide in a swamp, or run across a river. And yet, to adopt the words of one of their own 
writers, “It cannot be denied that these „natural defenses‟ have saved our (their) army 
from annihilation on almost every field.” And, according to their own admissions, of the 
million of men called to arms by them, they have lost more than five hundred thousand. 
And today they are of necessity recruiting by a forced conscription, while our own army 
is, perhaps, as strong as it ever was on any field. 

I contend that the comparative difference in the size of the two armies is not 
greater now, and cannot be in the future, than it has been on every immortal field where 
you have measured strength with them. I repeat, it is an incontestable fact, that their 
armies have generally been vastly larger than our own. Soldiers, you do not need 
information on this subject. You have too often borne your brave hearts against the 
immense multitudes of the foe—you have too often marched your single unsupported 
line of battle against their two, three and four well-ordered lines, to need to be informed 
about numbers now. It matters not what newspaper correspondents may say, you who 
have breasted the storm of battle know that in human strength they have been superior 
to you. While you have stood through the long bloody day without support or 
reinforcements, you have seen these brigades crumble away, or run away, before your 
onward march, and you were left victors of the field. Several times over have they had to 
recruit their army that has been confronting you, by the addition of scores of thousands; 
and yet, without recruits, without reinforcements from any quarter, you have always 
been more than a match for them; and here you are today, armed and equipped, ready 
to strike at any time, and sufficient—the Lord helping—for any number that they can 
bring against you!   

But is it true that they cannot have strength of numbers over us in the future, 
superior to the advantages they have had in the past?  I contend that it is true. They are 
compelled to have a producing class of laborers at home, as well as ourselves. The slaves 
of the South have done, and can still do, the principal part of the producing labor 
necessary for the support of our armies and our country. Having no such class among 
them, they will be compelled to leave white men at home, to produce the provisions and 
other supplies necessary for the support of their country and their armies. And it will 
require the labor of hundreds of thousands of them to meet this unavoidable demand. 
And then there is a large amount of discontent among them, a large amount of 
disposition to resort to every subterfuge to keep out of the war. So that upon the whole, 
their armies cannot be increased to proportions superior to what they have been in the 
past. 

But suppose the size of their armies shall become everything that they ask. 
Suppose that in numbers they shall be all that the timid affirm of them. Are we to yield 
our freedom to the might of man? Is it not the essence of cowardice to think of 
succumbing to great numbers? Would we not prove ourselves infinitely unworthy of the  
heritage of liberty, if we should bow our necks to man because he comes in the form of 
great multitudes? Is there not a God in these Confederate States? “The battle is not to 
the strong”  “The battle is not yours, but God‟s.”  Then “be not afraid or dismayed by 
reason of this great multitude.” Let us put our confidence in Him who hath blessed us 
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hitherto. He can give us victory against any sort of odds. He can make “ten chase a 
thousand!” 

3. But then our enemies are as cruel as the spirits of the infernal region. They 
come against us to desolate our country, to destroy our property, to ruin our all. Rapine 
and murder, tears and woe, accompany their march wherever they advance upon our 
soil. So horrid are the crimes that follow in their wake, that we ought, says the 
complainer, to strike for peace. Strike for peace!  Every blow we have struck has been a 
blow for peace. We have asked for nothing but peace. We have fought for nothing but 
peace. We have begged and battled to be let alone, to the peaceful enjoyment of our own 
holy birthrights. 

The very fact that our enemies visit ruin and devastation upon our country, 
should add infinite strength to our determination to be free.  Have our homes been 
desolated, or are they threatened with desolation?  Has our fair land been wasted? Are 
our sacred edifices and holy altars desecrated? Does a merciless foe come with fire and 
sword to overwhelm our country in ruin? Then, sir, never were the words more 
appropriate, nor the action more demanded than now: 
 

“Strike, till the last armed foe expires! 
Strike, for your altars and your fires! 
Strike, for the green graves of your sires! 

God, and your native land!” 
 

Do I hear you say that your mothers and sisters, wives and children, have been 
insulted and imprisoned, wronged and oppressed, or threatened with these evils? Then 
hear the stirring words of God‟s holy prophet: “Be not ye afraid of them; remember the 
Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your 
daughters, your wives, and your houses.” Here is patriotism, and here is religion! And 
he, in the South, who does not sympathize with the spirit of this passage, is the enemy of 
God and his own posterity! 

Do you say that millions of property in the South have been destroyed, and that if 
the war continues it may result in the destruction of yours? I ask what could we expect 
other than the loss of all things, if we should submit to the merciless despotism 
attempted to be thrust upon us by our enemies? In view of their purposes, how can we 
obtain peace and save our property, otherwise than by conquering a peace?  I appeal to 
your manhood, to your patriotism, and to your religion, if your property is necessarily 
lost in the struggle for the independence of your country, arc you not prepared to make 
the sacrifice? Yes, my countrymen, I know you are prepared. You who have offered your 
lives upon your country‟s altar, cannot fail to sacrifice your property rather than entail a 
cruel state of bondage upon your offspring. Then, brave soldiers, when the enemy comes 
in like a flood, to overwhelm your land in desolation and woe, let us put our trust in the 
God of battles and strike like men determined to be free! 

4. But again, says the objector, Our arms have been unsuccessful of late on some 
of the most important fields of battle. The strongholds of Vicksburg and Port Hudson, 
after all their noble daring and gallant fighting, have fallen into the hands of the enemy. 
The Mississippi River is open to his transports Gen. Johnston has given up Jackson, 
Mississippi. Gen. Bragg has fallen back. Charleston is besieged, Mobile is threatened, 
and several of the States are measurably and some of them entirely overrun. And round 
our entire borders and coasts, we are skirted by the anaconda that threatens to close in 
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and crush the life of our country; and amid this dark hour, and increasing its darkness, 
Gen. Lee has had to quit the enemy‟s land, and seek a resting-place again in the bosom 
of the „Old Dominion.‟ I answer, would it not be wonderful if it were otherwise? Our 
cause is just, and God hath greatly blessed us; still we are but men. We have failed to 
confide in the God of our mercies, we have trusted in our own strength, and he is 
subjecting us to severe vicissitudes. It is as necessary to test a people's patriotism as it is 
to try their religion. The Lord is proving our confidence in him and our country‟s cause. 
He is leading us to see ourselves, that we may know whether we be in earnest in our 
struggle for liberty, and at the same time he will teach us that we are but men, and that 
he alone can fight our battles. 

But what do our reverses amount to? The fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson does 
not constitute a disaster of much magnitude. The moral effect of the fall of these two 
strongholds is against us, because their intrepid resistance had gained them a fame 
world-wide, and we had gotten to consider them important, because every attempt to 
capture them failed until they were literally starved into capitulation. But they were of 
no real importance to us, except as they were sources of annoyance to the enemy; and 
there is good reason to believe that he will be as much annoyed with these places in his 
possession, as he was when they resisted his use of the “ Father of Waters.”  When New 
Orleans fell, every one of us considered the Mississippi River gone into the enemy‟s 
possession for the rest of the war. We then never thought of Vicksburg. Why should we 
be in agony now, at misfortunes which we were then so ready and able to bear! Wherein 
is the enemy strengthened, and wherein are we weakened by the fall of these places? Oh, 
the Confederacy is cut in two! Suppose it is, is it more so than it was before? What 
intercourse have we been able to hold with the trans-Mississippi part of our country 
since the fall of New Orleans except by occasional mails? This has been almost all, and 
this can be continued in spite of the enemy. 

And you know right well, that you had no disaster at Gettysburg. You failed to 
carry the mountain heights in which the enemy was lodged, and lost many brave and 
good men, but in everything else you gained a great victory. Nothing on this earth but 
that mountain saved him from complete rout. Facts show that you injured him much 
worse than he did you. Let anyone who thinks this army was beaten at Gettysburg, 
remember the length of time you lay in line of battle around Hagerstown and 
Williamsport, anxiously awaiting the attack of the enemy. There he was, with his whole 
army at hand, and for three days you offered him battle and he refused to accept it. 
Never have I seen this army so anxious to engage in battle. The feeling was universal. 
And why this spell of inactivity on the part of the foe? Does it not make a significant 
revelation of the stunning blows he received at Gettysburg? 

But suppose we have defeats, and disasters even, shall we, therefore, give up our 
country and surrender everything sacred and dear? Have not our past blessings and 
successes been sufficient to afford us undying confidence in our cause and the Author of 
all successes? Shall we, in the hour of trial, distrust Him who hath brought us through so  
many difficulties—difficulties which human wisdom and human strength never could 
have surmounted? It is in the hour of severest trial that a noble people show their 
greatness. Anybody can do well in times of prosperity, but in the days of adversity true 
courage manifests itself most gloriously. Our fathers saw darker days than these. Our 
own great Washington found himself environed by calamities far greater than have yet 
befallen us. I do not mean that his was a war of such magnitude as this— of course I 
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know it was not. I mean that he met defeat after defeat, and often found it necessary to 
retreat rapidly from one State to another.  He was traduced with the greatest severities, 
by strong men both in and out of the army. All the seacoast cities were captured by the 
enemies of his country. Several of the States laid down their arras, and were ready to 
bow their necks to the British yoke. Tory organizations— cruel and strong— existed 
almost in all parts of the land. These bands of internal enemies visited heart-rending 
calamities upon the families of the patriotic soldiers. The whole country was in such 
turmoil that it did not produce provisions half enough to supply the wants of the army 
and people, and large quantities of this incompetent supply were destroyed by the tory 
and British marauders. And worse than all, Washington‟s army deserted him in parties 
until only a handful of brave, determined men stood by him in the hour of tribulation. 

Yet, amid all these trials, he, with his little army of noble patriots, was firm, 
resolved to be free, and resolved to free their country. Did they succeed? The blessings 
enjoyed by every American citizen for the past three generations, all conspire to resound 
the answer, They did succeed! How did they succeed? Surely not by gaining all the 
victories. Everyone who has attentively read the history of that revolution, must know 
that the British gained more than half the victories— and especially the great victories, 
while the Americans did all the retreating. Nay, they had a will to be free! They had 
confidence in the goodness of their cause, and the God of their being. They had no 
measure by which to count the sufferings, which they would endure rather than submit 
to the tyrannies of the British crown. They did not whip the British! They did not 
conquer their independence by gaining great victories. They did it by holding on! They 
did it with a determined, unwavering purpose to submit cheerfully to any form of 
sufferings, and finally to die, rather than surrender the cause to whose defense they had 
pledged their all! Shall we, their sons, prove unworthy of our noble sires? Will we 
supinely yield to our enemies the inestimable heritage for which Washington fought and 
freemen died? 

God has given us many great victories—a list of victories unparalleled in the 
annals of modern warfare; and especially is this true, when these victories are viewed in 
the light of all the circumstances. Let us, then, in the hour of our country‟s crisis, show a 
manliness worthy of those who are battling for liberty against the chains of the despot; 
and when we have reverses, let us not despair; but fight on, and remember that, 
 

“In struggling with misfortune lies the proof of virtue:” 
 

and— 
 

What though the field be lost? 
All is not lost; the unconquerable will, * * * * 
And courage never to submit or yield, 
And what is else not to be overcome.” 
 

5. But the objection is urged, that the nations of the earth refuse us recognition— 
they refuse to receive us into the great family of nations, thereby manifesting a want of 
confidence in the final success of our cause. I admit, that foreign powers have done 
many things, the results of which were deleterious to the interests of the Confederacy; 
and for reasons of interest to themselves— for reasons of national policy important to 
them, they have not extended to us the courtesy of a formal recognition; but in a variety 
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of ways they have shown that they desire and expect us to sustain our nationality. Their 
leading periodicals, their greatest statesmen, and their popular assemblies, have iterated 
and reiterated the doctrine that we cannot be conquered. The voice of the great people 
in foreign nations has loudly called for our recognition. These governments themselves 
have urged our enemies to settle the difficulty upon the terms of Southern 
independence. And more than this, they have virtually recognized us in three substantial 
ways. 1st. Their ideas of neutrality cannot exist in reality, without a virtual recognition of 
the belligerents as equals. 2nd. We have obtained among them, with little difficulty, the 
loan of an immense amount of money, while every attempt of our enemies to accomplish 
such an event has failed. In view of this fact, can anyone suppose for a moment that they 
doubt the stability of our government?  3rd. And then we have gained the privilege of 
building and fitting out vessels of war in foreign ports. Do not these things constitute a 
virtual and a substantial recognition? 

But what would formal recognition be worth? There is a very great mistake 
abroad in the land on this subject. It seems to be the opinion of many, that recognition 
and intervention arc synonymous, or that intervention must rapidly follow recognition. 
This is not necessarily true— not at all. Foreign powers might lawfully recognize our 
national independence, and continue to maintain their “strict neutrality.”  The only real 
advantages that I can see that would accrue to us from recognition without intervention, 
are, first, the moral effect upon the minds of our people, and our enemies, and the world 
at large, would be beneficial to our cause; and, next, the recognition would afford to  
our privateers the privilege of carrying captured vessels into foreign ports, and hence 
privateering would become an arm of mighty power in our management of the war. 

And suppose the nations do continue to refuse us recognition, we can do about as 
well without them as they can without us. We are about as independent as they are. All 
nations are dependent upon the God of the whole earth. He casts down one and raises 
up another. It is infinitely better that we should forget the crowned heads of the earth, 
and look for recognition to that Power enthroned over universal empire, who has so 
often and so materially intervened in our behalf.  “It is better to trust in the Lord, than 
to put confidence in princes.” 

 

 
 

  

 Book Review 

Heaven 

by Randy Alcorn 
Carol Stream, Ill.: Tyndale House, 2004, 560 pages, $24.99. 

Review by Stephen Migotsky 

The topic of heaven is under appreciated by most Christians. Meditating on the future life and 

meditating on heaven are important means of grace. The Christian's life is strengthened by 

thinking about the life to come. Books on heaven can help us to "not lose heart" in our 
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pilgrimage by "weighing the weight of glory" (2 Cor. 4:16-18). Misleading books on heaven can 

also do much damage to the Christian. 

Strengths of the Book 

Alcorn is concerned that believers have misunderstood heaven. He thinks that most believers are 

influenced by the false idea that to be physical—in a physical body and in a physical world—is 

"worldly." Alcorn believes that this idea leads believers to think that heaven is not really 

physical. Alcorn is correct as he describes the goodness of creation in a prelapsarian state which 

included physicality. Alcorn gives useful examples of wrong thinking about heaven among 

Christians and Christian authors, which have their source in denying the goodness of God's 

creation. 

Alcorn uses some Reformed theologians and the Westminster Confession of Faith to support his 

study of heaven. In his process of analyzing the weaknesses of much writing about heaven, 

Alcorn invents a term that is used repeatedly—"Christoplatonism." His term refers to 

Christianity being wrongly influenced by false ideas from Plato that physical bodies are a 

hindrance to the good life. Christoplatonism results, Alcorn believes, in some Christians viewing 

physical activities in heaven as unspiritual (e.g., eating, drinking, even talking). He presents the 

physical nature of Eden, this current earth, and the future glorified heaven and earth as all being 

good, enjoyable, and physical. 

Alcorn presents the goodness of the physical nature of things starting with God's pronouncement 

on the creation as "good." Adam and Eve had real bodies before and after they sinned. Jesus had 

a real body before and after his resurrection. Much of Alcorn's analysis is correct about other 

aspects of heaven—it will be like paradise, like the current earth, and have human relationships. 

He compares the new earth to this current earth and to prelapsarian Eden, each of them being 

"earthy" or physical. Alcorn argues that the continuity of the current earth with the eschatological 

earth and heaven is like the relationship between our current bodies and our resurrected bodies. 

Our resurrected bodies will be different, yet they will still be our bodies. After the resurrection 

we will still be who we were, but glorified and transformed. So, too, the new earth will be the 

same as the current earth. Alcorn draws out the implications of the continuity between this world 

and the next world. 

When Alcorn is good, he is very, very good. The following quotes are examples of many 

excellent parts of Heaven: 

If I were dealing with aspects of Heaven in their order of importance [emphasis his], I would 

have begun with a chapter about God and our eternal relationship with him ... Our longing for 

Heaven is a longing for God [emphasis his] ... Being with God is the heart and soul of Heaven. 

Every other heavenly pleasure will derive from and be secondary to his presence. God's greatest 

gift to us is, and always will be, himself. (171) 

Later in the book, Alcorn gives an excellent description of the purification of our thinking and 

desires which will occur in heaven: 
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Because our hearts will be pure and we'll see people as they truly are, every relationship in 

Heaven will be pure. We'll all be faithful to the love of our life: King Jesus ... We'll love 

everyone, men and women, but we'll be in love [emphasis his] only with Jesus. We'll never be 

tempted to degrade, use, or idolize each other. We'll never believe the outrageous lie that our 

deepest needs can be met in any person but Jesus. 

Often we act as if the universe revolves around us. We have to remind ourselves it's all about 

Christ, not us. In Heaven we'll see reality as it is and will, therefore, never have to correct our 

thinking. This will be Heaven's Copernican revolution—a paradigm shift in which we'll never 

again see ourselves as our center of gravity. Jesus Christ will be our undisputed center, and we 

won't want it any other way. (314) 

Weaknesses of the Book 

Despite the excellent parts of Alcorn's book, there are weaknesses that sometimes become 

dangerously misleading. First, Alcorn uses the books of Daniel and Revelation and many 

parables as sources for his study of heaven. These are easily misinterpreted. Revelation itself is a 

genre that primarily uses symbolism to communicate truths. Parables are difficult and ones 

which seem to be about heaven may not really be about details of heaven. In general, Alcorn's 

exegesis is too literal. 

Another major weakness is that Alcorn blurs the distinction between a good and necessary 

deduction from the biblical text and fantastic speculation. There are many examples in the book 

of wild speculations that begin with a biblical truth, but then Alcorn's vivid imagination takes it 

too far. 

For example, it is clear from Scripture that angels are real and are present on earth now 

ministering to people. Alcorn states that "every once in a while I say 'Thank you' out loud" or "I 

look forward to meeting you" to an angel that may be in the room with him (284). No one in the 

Bible ever practices such behavior, nor is it ever encouraged in Scripture. Alcorn has no biblical 

warrant to do or say such things to angels who may be present in his room. 

In another example, Alcorn is extremely imaginative in his belief that ancient civilizations, such 

as ancient Babylon and Rome, will be resurrected—not only the people, but their civilization—

so that you can "walk among redeemed [ancient] civilizations" (383). 

Alcorn has similar speculations about dinosaurs and pets being in heaven. Alcorn's weakness is 

that he does not limit his interpretation of Scripture to truths deduced "by good and necessary 

consequence" from it (WCF 1.6). 

Dangers of the Book 

Alcorn briefly warns of our sinful tendency toward idolatry, but he does not apply his brief 

warning to himself, or throughout the book (177). Because Alcorn does not consistently see the 

idolatrous nature of indwelling sin, he writes that our desires now are God-given and are good, 

and our current desires will continue in heaven and will be purified and satisfied in heaven (160). 
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Alcorn never states that many of our desires now are sinful and should not be satisfied at any 

time, but should be mortified now and will be eliminated in heaven. Alcorn knows that in heaven 

people won't have to "worry about putting people or things above God" (177), but he fails to 

show enough concern about people now having sinful desires that should be discouraged. He 

does not see the broad, idolatrous nature of human desire and worship of creation and creatures 

that Paul teaches in Romans 1:22-23. 

Without any cautionary statement about sinful desires and sinful thinking—especially as it 

applies to our imagining heaven—Alcorn presents some extreme speculations about heaven. 

We know God will put one world under his children's authority—Earth. If the rest of the planets 

and the entire universe fell with and will rise with mankind, I can easily envision our inhabiting 

and governing other resurrected planets. (263) 

Alcorn follows up this extreme speculation with the statement that "God has built into us the 

longing to see the wonders of his far-flung creation. The popularity of science fiction reflects that 

longing" (264). 

Alcorn quotes C. S. Lewis favorably, "If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this 

world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world" (166). 

However, a sinful desire may never be fully satisfied in this world, and it may prove that the 

sinner was made for hell, not heaven. Desires in themselves are not a proof of anything. God 

warns us not to believe lies or have sinful desires. Sadly, Christians often do both (Rom. 1). 

Hermeneutical Problems with the Book 

Alcorn's literal interpretation of Revelation is a persistent problem, and he acknowledges this in 

the book. Also, Alcorn's use of parables is not sensitive to the special interpretive problems with 

parables. A literal interpretation of all details of a parable is usually not the best interpretation. 

Alcorn over-emphasizes the continuity between this earth and the new earth of Revelation. There 

are biblical passages that describe the destruction of this earth which Alcorn does not fully 

pursue as evidence of discontinuity (i.e., 2 Pet. 3:13-15). As a result, Alcorn tends to see too 

much continuity between this present earth and the new earth and little discontinuity between 

this world and the next. This is most evident in his wild speculations about the new earth of 

Revelation. 

According to Alcorn, almost anything you can imagine or dream of doing, you will do in heaven 

(429). Alcorn encourages Christians to imagine God fulfilling whatever dreams they have now. 

Instead of having wild imaginations, many Christians should repent of their dreams, rather than 

hope God will fulfill their dreams in the world to come. 

For a thoughtful Christian there are at least three questions that this book does not raise, but 

should have: 
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1. What limits should there be on the use of the imagination in thinking about heaven and 

the eternal life in heaven? 

2. Where is the line drawn between continuity and discontinuity between this earth and the 

new earth? 

3. What effect does our current sin nature have on our thinking about heaven? 

These are difficult but important questions to ask and ponder. Alcorn does not directly ask or 

answer these questions. In fact, Alcorn encourages limitless use of the imagination. 

The author doesn't describe sexuality in heaven, but let me use human sexuality as an example of 

how one might be confronted with the above questions. Human sexuality was part of human 

nature for Adam and Eve before the Fall. They were told to be fruitful and multiply as male and 

female. We can assume, correctly, that they had guilt-free sexual pleasure, but we are not 

explicitly told that they did. After the Fall, we know that human sexuality continued and that it 

was still intensely pleasurable and good within marriage. The Song of Solomon and Paul 

encourage us to delight in sexual pleasure and fulfill sexual desires through marriage. Indeed, 

Paul suggests that one should marry in order to satisfy sexual passions if one cannot control them 

(1 Cor. 7:9). There is only one biblical passage that contradicts what seems like a good and 

necessary deduction that human sexuality continues in heaven. This passage is Jesus' teaching 

that marriage does not continue in heaven. This teaching is a valid corrective to speculation 

about human sexuality in heaven (Matt. 22:28-30). 

This raises an important question: How many human desires have undergone change going from 

pre-Fall to post-Fall? Answer: All human desires are corrupted by sin now. Follow-up question: 

Which specific human desires will cease at the resurrection? Answer: No one knows exactly 

which will cease, but we know that all desire will be free of sin. However, we know that one 

desire will continue and intensify for believers—we will continue to enjoy God now and forever 

(WSC 1). 

Conclusion 

Sadly, Heaven has more of Alcorn's imagination about heaven than sound biblical thinking. 

Reading Heaven must be done with several serious warnings in mind. 

1. Don't imagine your wildest dreams will come true in heaven. All dreams are corrupted by 

sin. 

2. Don't believe all the literal interpretations of Revelation, Daniel, and the parables. 

3. Don't believe the highly speculative ideas about heaven. 

In Heaven, there are many sections that are weak and some that are dangerous. The remaining 

sections I could enthusiastically recommend to any person. Parts of this book are very, very 

good, but when it is bad, it is dangerous. 

Stephen A. Migotsky is an Orthodox Presbyterian minister serving as the pastor of Jaffrey 

Presbyterian Church. Ordained Servant Online, February 2011. 
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 We must remember who we are and what we must be about:  
The SCV Challenge by Lt. Gen. S. D. Lee 

  

To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will 
commit the vindication of the cause for which we 
fought.  To your strength will be given the 
defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his history, the emulation of 
his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles 
which he loved and which you love also, and 
those ideals which made him glorious and which 
you also cherish. Remember, it is your duty to 
see that the true history of the South is 
presented to future generations. 
  

***** 

 Chaplain’s Handbook 
  Sesquicentennial Edition 

Sons of Confederate Veterans  
  

This is an enlarged Sesquicentennial Edition of the Chaplain’s Handbook.   It is enlarged from 

131 pages to 165 pages. A chapter has been added on the topic, SCV Chaplains Should be 

Gentlemen; there has also been added a third burial service, The Order for the Burial of the Dead 

of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Confederate States of America; a chapter on Praying 

in Public has been added; and a chapter on Prayer Suggestions for Public Use.  All the other 

chapters remain the same. 
 

Hopefully, those using the handbook will find it even more useful than before.  There is the same 

cloth cover, acid free paper for longevity, sewn signatures, etc.  
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The retail price is being kept to a minimum of $12, which is very low for a hardback quality 

publication.  Contact SCV headquarters or biblicalandsouthernstudies.com for a copy. 

 

 


