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Civil War Day
SOUTHWESTERN ILLINOIS COLLEGE

	

Please extend my thanks to the 
Lt . Dixon camp for the ir 
participation during Saturday's 
encampment and pre-game 
ceremony at SWIC. Once again, 
nothing but praise from the 
college, the community, the 
athletic department, and our 
sincere thanks from the "Hecker 
Boys".

Thanks!

Dr. Garry Ladd
Camp Commander
Col. Hecker Camp 443
SUVCW

scvcamp1962.org

THE VOICE OF THE

LT.  GEORGE E.  DIXON 
CAMP #  1962S o n s  o f  t h e

C o n f e d e r a t e  V e t e r a n s

Abraham Lincoln (Randy Duncan) throws out the first pitch

THE DIXON
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Civil War Day at SWIC
APRIL 20, 2013

More photos online: Civil War Day at SWIC

http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/sets/72157633352180307/show/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/sets/72157633352180307/show/
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Things continue to go well for 
the Dixon Camp as we continue to 
add new members.  Please be sure to 
take a few moments to shake their 
hands and welcome them all.  We 
will be swearing in at least three new 
members, namely Roy Hobbs, Greg 
Reeson, and his son Matthew 
Reeson.  Greg's father Curless 
Reeson who lives in Baton Rogue, 
LA will not be able to be with us, 
but has joined also.  Our good friend 
Kevin Monroe has also joined, but 
will be unable to be with us for the 
May 2nd  meeting, will be sworn in 
at the June meeting. We will also be 
swearing in Carson Leonard at the 
meeting in Flora on the 20th of  
May.  Let's keep the new members 
coming; reach out and share your 
heritage and bring new members 
into the camp and the SCV.

We are fortunate to report this 
month that all who have had 
surgeries or illnesses are recovering 
well. At this time, I am not aware of  
any new crises.  We do ask though 
that you continue your thoughts and 
prayers for Comander Mark 
Morgan's mother as she completes 

her chemo and radiation therapy 
and the physicians determine 
whether to try to remove a 
cancerous growth in 
her esophagus. 

The next 
several months are 
the peak season of  
activities for our 
camp, so please 
keep up with the 
events by marking 
your calendars with each one.  We 
hope most of  you will be able to 
support our activities as much as 
possible.  If  you know of  any way in 
which we can assist our camp 
members, please let Commander 
Mark Morgan or Adjutant Gale Red 
know in a timely manner.  

Gale Red

Phil Leonard
Aaron Leonard

Larry Weber
were sworn in to 
the Dixon Camp 

at the April 
Squad East 
meeting in 
Flora, Il

New members in Squad East

News from around the camp
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AFJROTC AWARDS NIGHT

On Thursday night, April 25th, 
Adjutant Gale Red had the pleasure 
of  attending the 5th annual 
AFJROTC Awards Night at 
Mascoutah High School in 
Mascoutah, Illinois.  This marks the 
fifth year that the SCV has been 
invited to participate in honoring an 
outstanding first or second year 
cadet who has demonstrated the 
cores values of  honor, courage and 
commitment to his/her unit during 
the school year.  These values were 
the same ones exhibited by the last 
crew of  the H.L. Hunley who 
courageously made the commitment 
to honorably risk, and ultimately 
give their lives in defense of  their 
country and the city of  Charleston.  

This year's award went to Cadet 
2nd Lt. Jacob R. Heup.  We are 
proud to be able to take part in 
honoring these fine cadets who are 
in training to become the future 
leaders in our military and 
communities. The award is a 
beautiful medal and ribbon to be 
worn on their uniform. Our 

congratulations go out to Cadet 2nd 
Lt. Heup and his proud parents.

CONVENTION UPDATE

The 20th 
Annual Convention 
of  the Illinois 
Division, SCV was 
held at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in 
Springfield, IL on 
20 April 2013.  The 
meeting was called to order at 9 am 
by Division Adjutant James Barr, in 
the absence of  the Division 
Commander, Lt. Commander, and 
2Lt. Commander. Following the 
invocation by Division Chaplain 
Johnny Kicklighter, and the pledge 
of  Allegiance and Salute to the 
Confederate Flag, introductions 
were made of  members and guests.  
AOT Councilman, Larry 
McCluney, was introduced and 
welcomed.  The roll call including 
22 members and guests with 
representatives from the Camp 
Douglas Memorial Camp, The 
Rock Island Camp, and the Dixon 

Cadet 2nd Lt. 
Jacob R. Heup
with his parents 
and Gale Red at 
Mascoutah High 

School

News from around the camp
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Camp with 11 members present.  
After reports from the Division 
Adjutant on the minutes of  the 
meeting last year, we received the 
treasurer's report and an 
abbreviated Division Commander's 
report from Tim Lake, in the 
absence of  Jacob Lake the Division 
Commander. We then received the 
camp reports from the Chicago, 
Decatur, and Belleville camps.  We 
then received a report concerning 
the events of  the National 
Convention last July along with 
comments by Larry McCluney, 
AOT Councilman.  A discussion of  
a few matters of  old business were 
discussed before moving to new 
business.  Among the matters of  
new business was a request by the 
Kempshall Camp Adjutant, Dennis 
Ash, for assistance in trying to place 
a monument or historical marker at 
the Greenwood Cemetery in 
Decatur where an untold number of 
Confederate soldiers were 
ignominiously buried in now 
unmarked graves after many graves 
were washed out from a savage rain 
storm when the hillside on which 

they were buried gave way.  The 
remains were placed into a mass 
unmarked grave in the flat 
area below the hillside. The 
Kempshall Camp is seeking 
assistance to commemorate 
those unknown men. A 
discussion on some possible 
ways to mark the site 
followed.  The matter will 
need to be studied before 
moving on.  The Dixon 
Camp Adjutant, Gale Red, made a 
recommendation that the members 
of  the Illinois Division consider 
shutting down the division if  it 
cannot be properly constituted and 
effective in fulfilling its purpose by 
the next scheduled division 
convention meeting in April 2014.  
Some spirited discussion on the 
matter took place.  The matter will 
be considered again at the next 
convention.  Following discussion of  
business items, there was a 
presentation of  various awards that 
had been made to division members 
at the national convention last July. 
Following a very tasty lunch, the 
meeting was called back into order.  

We want to keep 
up the momentum 
and reach out to 

people around us to 
share our heritage. 

Think what we 
could do if  each 

person just brought 
in one new member. 

Let’s do it.

News from around the camp

AOT Councilman, Larry McCluney
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We then heard remarks by AOT 
Councilman, Larry McCluney.  He 
presented a very rousing discussion 
of  how SCV members and 
Southerners as a whole group need 
to be active in educating themselves 
concerning their heritage and the 
war.  He said that people were living 
in the past and have failed to accept 
the changes in our society and the 
impact of  that on how the South is 
viewed and what is happening to 
our heritage.  The whole of  his 
remarks will be sent out shortly as a 
Dixon Dispatch so everyone can 
read and appreciate what he had to 
say. Following his remarks, the 
convention was adjourned.

UPCOMING EVENTS

18 May: Alton Confederate 
Ceremony Commemoration, Alton, 
IL

25 May: Memorial Day 
Observance, Mound City National 
Cemetery, Mound City, IL

28 May: Memorial Day 
Observance, Jefferson Barracks 
National Cemetery, St. Louis, MO 
	

Memorial Day Observance 
American Legion Post 937, 
Smithton, IL.  	  

Memorial Day 
Observance, Prairie du 
Rocher, Gale Red is 
keynote speaker

2 Jun.: VFW flag 
retirement ceremony, 
Collinsville Post 5691, 
Collinsville, IL. Contact 
Jim Conn if  you have a 
flag that needs to be 
properly retired or want to attend.

27 July: Smithton homecoming, 
Smithton, IL

3 Aug.: Mascoutah 
homecoming, Mascoutah, IL

17 Aug.: Freeburg homecoming, 
Freeburg, IL

31 Aug,, & 1-2 Sep.: Victorian 
Days, Jerseyville, IL. 

13-15 Sep.:  Highland, Il. 
Harvest Days

Southerners 
as a whole group 

need to be active in 
educating 
themselves 

concerning their 
heritage and the 

war. 

News from around the camp

The Blue Storm and the 80 foot U.S. flag
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The members and friends of the Lt. 

George E. Dixon Camp # 1962, S.C.V., 
conducted their monthly Muster at 

1830 hours  on 4 April 2013 at the 

SWIC PSOP Center, 201 North 
Church Street, Belleville, IL, this  being 

the 4th Muster of  the year 2013. 

CALL TO ORDER: 1lt Cmdr 

Billy Altman called the meeting to 
order. 

INVOCATION: Chaplain Johnny 

Kicklighter provided the invocation. 

PRESENTATION OF THE 

COLORS: The Colors were properly 
displayed. All in attendance recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States  and the salute to the 
Confederate Flag. 

COMMANDER’S WELCOME:  

Cmdr Mark Morgan welcomed the 

Camp members  and guest Greg 
Reeson, who is  an acquaintance of 

Johnny Kicklighter and a prospective 
new member.

PROCEDURAL BUSINESS: 
Cmdr Mark Morgan presented a 

certificate of life membership in the 

SCV to Michael Pierpoint, and a SCV 

Veteran’s  Service Award to Jim Conn 
for his  service during the war in 

Vietnam.

R O L L C A L L :  

Michelle Hampton-guest, 
Janice & Bill Beasley, John 

& Jo Ann Gideon, Joe & 

Judy Starek, Billy & Helen 
Altman, Dale Rice, Walter 

LeGette, Michael Pierpoint, 
David McAuley, Gregg 

Reason-guest, Gale Red, 

Mark Morgan, Walter Hall, John 
Fulton, Ron Lakin, Ralph Oelschlager, 

Johnny & Chris  Kicklighter, Jim Conn, 
Bill Boyd, Stephen Wilson, Brandon 

Baker, Earl Armstrong, Phil Tate, Tom 

Sheeler, Charles  Sheeler, John & Jane 
Mckee, Mike Mauer, and Chris 

Rutledge

MINUTES: Motion was  made to 

accept the March meeting minutes  by 
Billy Altman and seconded by Jim 

Conn. Approved by voice vote.

FINANCIAL REPORT: We have 

$4,126.08 in our account.  Motion to 
accept by Billy Altman and was 

Minutes of  the Dixon Camp
APRIL 4, 2013

SCV Veteran’s Award to Jim Conn

CAMP BIRTHDAYS 

FOR MAY:

1 May – Fred Strider
3 May – Johnny Kicklighter
5 May – John Kicklighter
10 May – Don Dillon
18 May – Harvey Cash
20 May – Anthony Booth
23 May – Greg Carter
28 May – Billy Altman, 

 Cassandra Broomfield
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seconded by Joe Starek.  Motion 

carried.

COMMUNICATIONS: Bi l ly 

Altman and Mark Morgan received an 
email from Garry Ladd of the Col 

Hecker Camp, SUVCW, thanking us 
for participating in an honor guard 

service for Gene Beals. They sent us 

two flags  in a gesture of appreciation. 
Jan i ce Bea s l ey announced the 

availabil ity of some magazines, 
newspapers, and framed pictures from 

the ball.  Gale Red, the camp and SCV 

genealogist, announced that for the first 
time in ten years, a membership 

application in the SCV was  rejected 
because the applicant was  homeless  by 

choice and had renounced the US 

government. This  along with some 
mental problems  the applicant suffered, 

w e r e f a c t o r s i n d e n y i n g h i m 
membership. Gale Red exhorted 

everyone to be proud of their SCV 

membership as  it is  a privilege and not 
a right. Gale Red announced that 

SWIC was conducting a raffle to 
support the PSOP and other activities. 

He invited everyone to contribute 

something toward the raffle in the name 
of the camp. Members donated $58 

toward the effort.

OLD BUSINESS: Mark Morgan 
stated that the Jefferson Davis  library 

dedication at Beauvoir, 

Mississippi occurred on 16 
March. No one from the 

camp was able to attend. 
Bil ly Altman said the 

Belleville Gun Show on 

9-10 March was  we l l 
attended and they had two 

p e o p l e s i g n u p f o r 
additional information on 

the SCV. Billy Altman 

planned to set up the encampment for 
the Civil War / War Between the States 

day on 20 April at the SWIC campus. 

NEW BUSINESS: Unfortunately, 

we received late notification and will be 
unable to attend the Raid on Prairie du 

Rocher scheduled for this  weekend, 6-7 
April. Gale Red, however, encouraged 

anyone who was  available that it would 

be a worthwhile event.

Janice Beasley & Joe Starek 
provided information on Bob’s Fort in 

Germantown. Gale Red announced 

that we now have 75 SCV members 
and 26 members  in the Knights & 

Ladies  of the Golden Circle and the 

May 25

Memorial Day 
Observance at the 

Mound City 
national Cemetery 

in Mound City, 
Illinois

More information to 
be provided at May 

meeting.

Minutes of  the Dixon Camp
APRIL 4, 2013

John Fulton joins the Mechanized Cavalry
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number is  growing.  He expressed a 

desire to have our membership exceed 
100 by the end of  the year. 

Mark Morgan gave an update on 
the effort by the Memphis  City Counsel 

to rename three Confederate parks. On 
February 5, the Memphis  City Council 

voted to rename three downtown parks: 

Forrest Park (which contains  the grave 
of General Forrest and his  wife Mary 

Ann) would become Health Science 
Park;  Jefferson Davis  Park would get the 

new name Mississippi River Park;  and 

Confederate Park would become 
Memphis  Park. He said there was  an 

article in the latest issue of “The 
Vanguard” posted on the camp web site 

providing all the details. Mark stated 

that although the council voted to 
rename the parks, the park signs  have 

not been changed.  Legal actions are 
being made to challenge the city’s 

ruling to change the names and three 

Memphis  camps  and the Mississippi 
SCV Division are also leading a legal 

effort.

Billy Altman announced that John 

Fulton will be sworn into the SCV 
Mechanized Calvary in Paducah, KY 

on 13 April. 

FORMAL PRESENTATION: 
Compatriot Walter Hall, “Civil War 

Rosies: Women in Industry 

in the American Civil War.”

REFRESHMENTS: 
The refreshments  were 

furnished by John McKee.  

May refreshments  will be 
provided by the Johnny & 

Chris Kicklighter.

NEXT MEETING: 

Thursday, 2 May, 6:30 pm, same 
location.  

BENEDICTION: Chaplain Johnny 

Kicklighter provided the benediction.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting 

adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Gale Red 
announced that we 
now have 75 SCV 
members and 26 
members in the 

Knights & Ladies of 
the Golden Circle 
and the number is 

growing. 

Minutes of  the Dixon Camp
APRIL 4, 2013

Life membership in the SCV to Michael Pierpoint
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SQUAD EAST GEORGE E. DIXON 
CAMP 1962
 
The monthly meeting of Squad East was 
called order at 6:30 PM by squad leader 
Sgt. Marcus Pat Booth at the Anthony’s 
Wild West Restaurant in Flora,  Illinois.  
Chaplain Sam Booth gave the Invocation 
and Sgt. Booth let the attendees in the 
pledge of Allegiance and the Salute to the 
Confederate Flag. Roll was taken with the 
following members and guests  present:  Sgt. 
Marcus P. Booth,  Dr. Robert Marley, 
Dennis Headlee,  Walter Hall, Adj. Gale 
Red,

Harvey cash, Sam Booth, Dr.  Vernon 
DeSelms, Phil Leonard, Aaaron Leonard, 
and Larry Weber.

After roll was taken, minutes of the March 
meeting were reviewed. Upon motion of 
Dennis Headlee and seconded by Harvey 
Cash, the minutes  were approved 
unanimously.
 
Old Business:   Field trip to Chickamauga 
Battlefield

Possible date June 14-15 2013. Harvey Cash 
agreed to contact Park about touring. Plans 
to be finalized at April meeting. All 
members of the George Dixon Camp will 
be cordially invited.

New Business:   Flags needed to Memorial 
Day at Clay Co. cemeteries. Gale Red will 
bring 2 dozen flags to the May meeting. 

Date for decorat ing g raves to be 
determined at May meeting.

Swearing in of  new Members:  

Phil Leonard, Aaron Leonard 
and Larry Weber
Ceremony conducted by Adj. 
Gale Red. All new members 
c a m e i n t h ro u g h t h e i r 
c o m m o n a n c e s t o r P v t . 
Nicholas  B. Leonard, Co. B, 
63rd. Va. Inf.

Program for May 20,  2013 will 
be presented by John Walsh of 
Dover Tenn.   On the “2nd. 
Battle of  Dover / Doneldson”
The evenings program was given by Dr. 
Vernon DeSelms.   Dr. DeSelms  gave an 
interesting and informative presentation 
ending Part 1 of the Peninsula Campaign, a 
part of his series of presentations of the 
Battles of  the Eastern Theater.

Sam Booth gave the benediction and the 
meeting was adjourned at 830 PM
 
Respectfully Submitted, Dennis Headlee

Squad East is 
planning a trip 

to 
Chickamauga  
June 14 - 15, 

2013

Minutes of  Squad East
APRIL 15, 2013

Squad East
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AARON K. LEONARD.

M y n a m e i s 
A a r o n K . 
Leonard. I was 
born and raised 
in E ffingham, 
Illinois. I spent a 
lot of time at our 
family farm in 
C l a y C o u n t y, 

Illinois  as a child and young adult. I 
went to Effingham High School where 
I enjoyed sports.  I  graduated in 2004 
and went on to play basketball at the 
University of Illinois-Springfield. I 
graduated from U of I – Springfield in 
2007 with a degree in Psychology. I 
then attend the Southern Illinois 
University School of Law. I graduated 
in 2010 and accepted a position at a 
firm whose headquarters  are in 
Effingham. I  work primarily out of our 
Flora, Illinois  office and work primarily 
in Real Estate,  Estate Planning and 
Administration, and Commercial-
Contract Transactions. In my time off 
I enjoy golfing and reading.

PHILLIP LEONARD

My name is Philip Leonard.   I was 
born and raised in Ingraham, Illinois.  
I grew up on the farm doing farm 
chores,  tending animals,  hunting and 
fishing.    I graduated from Clay City 
High School and went on to Eastern 
Illinois  University and have degrees in 
finance and accounting.  After a short 
stint with a firm in Mattoon, Illinois, I 

opened the Kemper CPA Group office 
in Effingham, Illinois and now am a 
partner.  My primary practice is the tax 
field with emphasis on business tax.

 
I am married to Kathy and we 

have 2 children - Megan (James) 
Doerfler.   Megan is principal and 
athletic director in the New Berlin, 
Illinois  school district.  She has 3 year 
old twins - Addyson and Bryleigh.  
Aaron is  an attorney with Taylor Law 
Offices in Effingham.

 
I still enjoy hunting especially deer 

and turkey.

CARSON LEONARD

Carson Leonard was born and 
raised in Ingraham, Illinois. He grew 
up on the family farm and enjoys 
farming,  hunting, and fishing.  He is a 
freshman at Clay City High School.  
He loves American History especially 
anything to do with the Civil War.  

 
Carson lives  with his parents Kyle 

and Shannon Leonard and dog Rebel.  

ROY HOBBS

Roy is a true 
S o n o f t h e 
South.  He was 
b o r n i n 
W h i t e v i l l e , 
C o l u m b u s 

County, North Carolina in 1950, and 
comes from a long line of fishermen 
and small tobacco farmers.  His father’s 
people are from  the North Carolina 
coast and he remembers his  Dad’s  love 
of shore and pier fishing along the 
Atlantic coast.  His  mother’s people are 
from the reclusive “Crusoe Island” 
community, which is in the middle of 
the Green Swamp in Southeastern 
North Carolina.  Roy remembers  many 
summers working on his  Grandfather’s 
tobacco farm as a youth.

His  ancestor is William Nathaniel 
Hobbs, Private, Co. E, 3rd Regiment of 
NC Infantry.

LARRY WEBER

Larry Eugene Weber lives in 
Effingham.   His  qualifying ancestor is 
Nicholas  Barger Leonard, Pvt., Co. B, 
63rd VA Infantry, CSA.

KEVIN MONROE

Kevin Monroe, our good friend 
and history professor at SWIC.  

His  qual i fy ing Confederate 
ancestor is: James M. Monroe, 2-great-
grandfather, Pvt., Co. C, 5th MO 
Cavalry.  

New members
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 Compatriots – 
   The month of May 1863

—two years into the war—
proved particularly auspicious 
for the young Confederate States 
of America and its  Army,  both 
in the positive and negative 
sense.   The month commenced 
with a startling Southern victory 
at Chancellorsville,  Virginia; 
unfortunately, it wound down 
into uncertainty,  tragedy and 
worries on several fronts.  

   As mentioned last month, 
at the end of April Union Maj 
Gen Joseph Hooker moved 
14,000 men of the Army of the 
Potomac into a portion of The 
Wilderness  near the home of the 
Chancellor family,  leaving Maj 
Gen John Sedgewick’s VI Corps 
and a division under John 
Gibbon opposite Fredericksburg.  
Gen Lee parked Maj Gen Jubal 
Early in Fredericksburg to keep 
an eye on Sedgewick and moved 
the rest of his army towards 
Chancellorsville.  

   Fo l lowing in i t ia l 
skirmishing between the two 
a r m i e s , “ F i g h t i n g J o e ” 
apparently got the proverbial 
cold feet and put the Army of 
the Potomac into a defensive 
stance;  Lee split his forces  and 
sent the corps of Lt Gen 
“Stonewall” Jackson around the 
left flank of the Federals to stir 
things up.  Despite warnings and 
observations from his  field 
commanders that Jackson was 
up to something, Hooker refused 
to respond…and at 5:20 PM on 
2 May, Jackson’s troops stormed 
the XI Corps under Maj Gen 
O.O. Howard,  driving it back in 
disarray.  After much back and 
forth, the two lines  stabilized 
somewhat for the night. 

   Unfortunately, that 
evening,  disaster: while checking 
positions with several members 
of his staff, General Jackson 
came under fire from his own 
troops and was removed from 

the field severely wounded.  
General Lee handed command 
of Stonewall’s corps to his 
cavalry commander,  J.E.B. 
Stuart and on the 3rd resumed 
the battle.  This time,  the 
Confederate soldiers  hit both 
ends of Hooker’s defenses while 
subjecting the Yankees to a 
p u n i s h i n g a r t i l l e r y 
bombardment; with his line 
breaking, Hooker pulled back, 
handing the battlefield to the 
Southerners.   

   That same day at 
Fredericksburg,  25,000 Yankees 
under Sedgewick made for 
Marye’s Heights,  defended by 
only 1000 men of the 18th and 
21st Mississippi and several guns 
o f the Washington Light 
Artillery.   On their third try, the 
Northerners took the heights, 
forcing Early’s 12,000 men back.  
Sedgewick then headed up river 
to support Hooker.  

   However,  the Union forces 
ran into 10,000 Confederates 

Commanders Dispatch
COMMANDER MARK MORGAN
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under Maj Gen Lafayette 
McLaws and Brig Gen Cadmus 
Wilcox on Salem Church Ridge; 
blocked,  Sedgewick attempted 
one division-level assault and 
then pulled back,  preventing him 
from reinforcing the rest of the 
Army of the Potomac.  General 
Lee then sent in Maj Gen 
Richard Anderson’s division to 
augment McLaws and Wilcox; 
on the 4th, the three divisions 
attacked Sedgewick while Early 
reoccupied Fredericksburg.  The 
Yankees  retreated across the 
Rappahannock River, out of the 
fight…at which point Lee turned 
his forces around and went after 
Hooker again.  Too late;  Hooker 
had also crossed the river 
heading north, ending the battle.  

   Ah,  but at what cost.  
During the course of the 
operations in the vicinity of 
C h a n c e l l o r s v i l l e a n d 
Fredericksburg the northerners 
sustained 14,000 casualties  (to 
the South’s  10,000),  including 
Maj Gen Amiel W. Whipple – 
shot by a sharpshooter while 
leading his  division, succumbed 
on 7 May – and Maj Gen Hiram 
G. Berry, another III Corps 

division commander felled by a 
sharpshooter. 

    Despite General Lee’s 
incredible victory, the South 
suffered a massive blow with the 
loss of Lt Gen Thomas J. 
Jack son .  Fo l lowing the 
amputation of his shattered left 
arm, Jackson succumbed to 
p n e u m o n i a a n d o t h e r 
complications on 10 May at 
Fairfield Plantation.  Reportedly, 
the general’s last words  were, 
“Let us cross  over the river, and 
rest under the shade of the 
trees.”  General Lee, devastated 
by the loss of his  outstanding 
subordinate, commented he had 
lost his right arm.  

   While the attention of the 
two nations  remained primarily 
focused on the events  in 
northern Virginia (and the 
grieving South paid its  last 
respects  to Jackson), the field 
situation out west picked up 
speed at a remarkable pace.  
Having crossed the Mississippi 
below Vicksburg,  Maj Gen U.S. 
Grant’s  Army of the Tennessee 
with three corps (XII Corps, 
Maj Gen John McClernand;  XV 

Corps, Maj Gen William T. 
Sherman;  XVII Corps, Maj 
Gen James McPherson) started 
moving northeast.   Lt Gen John 
C. Pemberton, Confederate 
commander at Vicksburg, 
immediately dispatched troops 
to engage Grant’s Army while 
calling for reinforcements  via 
Jackson, 45 miles to the east. 

    In short order, the Union 
forces  fought and won multiple 
battles: Port Gibson on 1 May, 
fol lowed by the Batt le of 
Raymond on 12 May and 
Jackson on the 14th.  Gen Joe 
Johnston, upon arrival in the 
latter city on 13 May,  found only 
6000 troops available for its 
defense and ordered a retreat 
under fire.  He cabled President 
Davis,  stating “I am too late” 
and then ordered General 
P e m b e r t o n t o e v a c u a t e 
Vicksburg and save his Army of 
Mississippi.  Pemberton,  under 
direct orders of President Davis 
to hold the city at all costs, 
remained in place. 

   On 16 May,  the Yankees 
defeated Pemberton’s forces at 
Champion Hill, between Jackson 
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and Vicksburg and then followed 
u p w i t h a r o u t o f t h e 
Southerners  at Big Black River 
Bridge,  roughly eight miles east 
of the Mississippi River defenses.  
The evening of the 17th,  the 
e x h a u s t e d , d i s p i r i t e d 
Confederates fell back into 
Vicksburg and prepared for the 
inevitable onslaught.  In the 
course of slightly over two 
weeks,  the Southerners fought 
hard and fought well but were 
overwhe lmed by super ior 
numbers and mobility.  They 
sustained over 8100 casualties 
(killed,  wounded and missing) as 
well as a large number of 
artillery, horses and supplies.  

   Two days later, on 19 May 
1 8 6 3 ,  t h e A r m y o f t h e 
Tennessee made its  first direct 
a s sau l t on the Vicksburg 
fortifications.  While the 13th 
US Infantry managed to get 
men into Stockade Redan on the 
northeast side of the line of 
Southern fortifications  (hence 
the 13th’s motto,  “First at 
Vi ck sburg” ) ,  Pember ton’s 
d i v i s i o n s h e l d a n d t h e 
Northerners pulled back.  A 
second attack on 22 May proved 

even less  successful.  After 
talking it over with his corps 
commanders, Grant formally 
initiated a siege of Vicksburg on 
26 May.  The following day, 
Union Maj Gen Nathaniel 
B a n k s c o m m e n c e d s i e g e 
operations at the other surviving 
Confederate river strongpoint at 
Port Hudson, LA.  

   Thus the month ended.  

* * * * * * * * * * *
   Concerning the weekend 

of 20 April,  as  the old saying 
goes “Life is what happens while 
you’re planning something else.”  
I regret I wasn’t able to 
participate in either of the 
Dixon Camp events BUT 
Saturday the 20th proved once 
again the strength of our 
organization in its  ability to work 
two different activities.  My 
p e r s o n a l t h a n k s a n d 
complements  to Adjutant Red 
for taking charge of the Illinois 
D i v i s i o n c o n t i n g e n t t o 
Spr ingfie ld , 1LCDR Bi l ly 
Altman for his  similar efforts 
with the living history day at 
SWIC and to all compatriots 
and ladies  who participated in 

the events.   This is truly an 
impressive group. 

   Hold high the flag, 
Respectfully, 
Mark L. Morgan
Commander
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Lt. George E. Dixon

OUR NEXT MEETING,  MAY 2, 2013

The monthly meeting of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962, SCV will be held at 6:30 pm on Thursday 

evening May 2, 2013. The meeting will be held at the SWIC Senior Citizen Center on the corner of East B and 
North Church Streets, in Belleville. Parking is  available immediately across  the street from the building. The 

building is  located at 201 North Church, just three blocks east of North Illinois  on East B. To get to the 

auditorium where we will have the meeting, ask the gentleman at the desk what room we are in. If you have any 
questions, call Gale Red for directions at 618-622-8949.

Guest Speaker: Command Mark Morgan
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