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The typical Confederate Soldier
THE CONFEDERATE VETERAN

“With his trusty gun in hand - 
an Enfield rifle, also captured 
from the enemy and substituted 
for the old flint-lock musket or the 
shotgun with which he was 
originally armed - Johnny Reb, 
thus imperfectly sketched, stands 
in his shreds and patches a 
marvelous ensemble - 
picturesque, grotesque, unique - 
the model citizen soldier, the 
military hero of  the nineteenth 
century. “

G.H. Baskett, Nashville, Tenn., published 
in the Confederate Veteran, Vol. I, No. 12, 
Nashville, Tenn., December 1893.
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JACOB TALLEY BAILEY

I was born in Louisville Kentucky,  grew up 
in Paducah, Kentucky, and graduated high 
school in 1969 at Lone Oak High School. 
Graduated from Eastern Kentucky 
University in 1973 with BS degree in Law 
Enforcement Studies. 

	 For the next 25 years I worked for the 
Federal Prison System. In 1980 I started 
family history research and continue it to 
this day. I married in 1979, and still have 
same wife 34 years later. I finally retired in 
1998, and live in Rhode Island raising 40 
hens and few roosters. 	

 I co- authored a booklet on my second 
cousin twice removed, Joshua Brown, who 
was a Confederate soldier assigned to the 
"Coleman Scouts". Another second cousin, 
Joshua G Bailey, was a Confederate soldier 
captured at Shiloh and held as POW at the 
Indianapolis Prison. I am currently 
researching other members of  "Coleman 
Scouts"

Jacob

CHRISTOPHER WAYNE BRIBIESCA JR.

My name is Christopher Wayne 
Bribiesca Jr., and I just recently turned 20 
years old. I was born in Merriam, Kansas 
but left the state when I was 8 years old. 
Since then I haven't stayed very long in any 
place. My father's job keeps us moving. So 
far I have lived in Kansas, New Hampshire, 
Missouri, Tennessee, New Jersey, Ohio, and 
now Arkansas. However as I further my 
education and career path I am sure I will 

keep moving around the country and even 
perhaps the world. I am in my 2nd year of  
college studying for a degree in Film and 
Theater (Acting) with a minor in 
Photography and Animation. I work 
for The Home Depot as a Garden 
Sales and Recovery Associate. I 
started off  in Paint at another store in 
Ohio and I dearly miss it. I also work 
for YouTube as a partnered content 
provider. I spent 5 years in the Cadet 
Corps: 4 years Army JROTC and 1 
year Army ROTC. After I moved I 
added on a few pounds that I need to 
take off  before going back to the 
cadet life. I speak four languages 
English, Chichimec, Muskogee, and 
Spanish. My ancestries include Mexican, 
Chichimec (A tribe feared by the Aztecs in 
Mexico), Creek Native American, Irish, and 
German. I have wide background in 
researching each of  these so if  anyone 
needs any help just ask! My Confederate 
Ancestor that I am joining under is Jacob 
Guntharp, Pvt., A Co., 16th Alabama 
Infantry. He is a complicated man having 
originally being a Justice of  the Peace for 
Marshall County, Alabama and then 
suddenly turning up dead in Georgia 
serving with his regiment.

Christopher

Talley’s Ancestor

second cousin twice 
removed: 

Joshua Brown

Sgt.
Co. C, 2nd KY Cav. 
(Coleman's Scouts)

Jacob Talley Bailey

New Members
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PEOPLE NEWS FROM AROUND THE CAMP:

- Thomas Sheeler is recovering nicely 
from his surgery in February.  He’s up and 
around and able to do most everything 
again. Shoveling the snow, though, was 
not on his list.

- Bill Boyd went into surgery on 
Thursday, February 28th for removal of  
his appendix.  This is the first surgery in 
his 72 years, and he was not excited about 
it all.  Please hold in in your thoughts and 
prayers for a speedy recovery. 

- Janice Beasley went in for surgery on 
Friday, March 1st, at St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital in Belleville. She was only 
supposed be in the hospital for the day of  
surgery. She asked for your thoughts and 
prayers for her full recovery and healing as 
well.

- Carole Heinrich, Roger’s wife, fell 
and broke her wrist the end of  January.  It 
failed to heal properly, and she had to have 
surgery on it to try to correct it.  It is 
making SLOW progress.  Some people 
will do almost anything to get out of  work.

- Peggy Carnley, Don’s wife, has been 
suffering from a bout of  glaucoma, and 
has had to undergo some optical 
procedures.  She is doing fairly well and 
hopes to be able to give up the seeing-eye 
dog soon.  Seriously though, she is doing 
better.

- Walter LeGette, one of  our newest 
members, left February 23rd for about a 
ten-days trip to Mexico with other 
members of  his church to assist a church 
there make some much-
needed building repairs.  We 
are hopeful he will be back in 
time to be sworn in at the 7 
Feb. meeting.

- Dennis Headlee and his 
wife have been vacationing 
down in warm and sunny 
Belize.  Hopefully he will be 
back for the next Squad East 
meeting on March 18th to 
share his adventures with us.

- And lastly, we bid a fond farewell to 
our compatriot Fred Strider of  Omaha 
who is transferring his membership to the 
new Pvt. Thomas C. Sexton Camp being 
formed in Omaha.  Fred has become the 
Camp Adjutant for the new camp there. 
Fred, it has been good to have you as part 
of  our camp and wish you and the new 
camp all the best.

- Mark Morgan's mother is in serious 
condition and undergoing chemo and 
radiation treatments prior to surgery to 
remove a cancerous tumor in her 
esophagus.  Her attitude is great and the 
doctors seem guardedly optimistic.  Please 
add her to our ever-growing list of  people 
to remember in our thoughts and prayers.

Christopher’s 
Ancestor

Jacob Guntharp

Pvt.
A Co., 16th 

Alabama Infantry.

News from around the camp

Christopher Wayne Bribiesca Jr.
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Bill & Marilyn Boyd will celebrate their 
49th wedding anniversary on March 14, 
2013 Congratulations to the both of  them. 
What wonderful examples they set for all of 
us. 

Ron Doran has made sufficient 
progress in his recovery to be released from 
the hospital and rehab to return home.  He 
is making good progress, though he still 
needs to continue a bit more.  It's hard to 
keep a good man down.

Adjutant
Gale Red

SWIC ENCAMPMENT SATURDAY APRIL 20TH

	 T h e S p r i n g E n c a m p m e n t a t 
Southwestern Illinois College will be held 
on Saturday April 20th from 10AM-3PM 
near the Baseball field on the Belleville 
campus. 

	 Come celebrate the ties between the 
Civil War and the national pastime. The 
SWIC Baseball team plays a double-header 
against John A. Logan College of 
Carterville, IL, named after the famous 
Civil War General. 

	 Encampment is  sponsored in part by 
the Lt. Dixon Camp of the SCV and the 
Col.  Hecker Camp of the SUVCW. For 
more information contact Hecker CC 
G a r r y L a d d ( 6 1 8 . 2 2 2 . 8 8 4 3 o r 
ggladd@charter.net). 
Rain-date is Sunday April 21st. 

Dr. Garry Ladd
Hecker Camp Commander

ILLINOIS DIVISION CONVENTION

 Saturday, 20 April, at the Crown Plaza-
Springfield, IL, 3800 S Dirksen Parkway 
62703 (west frontage road off  
I-72, exit 94/Stevenson Dr).  I 
believe it starts at 0930.  
Morning with reports from the 
division and camp 
commanders plus division 
business, then lunch followed 
by featured presentation by 
Army of  Tennessee 
Councilman Larry McCluney.  
Seems to me the cost is $25 
per person to cover the meal 
and facility. 
 

 Dixon Camp will caravan up Saturday 
morning, muster at Gale's, he'll provide the 
time.  We'll go over the preps and schedule 
at the next meeting

As we get ready for March’s meeting, I  
hope everyone enjoyed the annual Lee-
Jackson Birthday Ball as much as  I  did.  
Every year it just seems to get bigger and 
better and this one was legendary.  We all 
owe a major debt of thanks you to all who 
made it possible and participated in the 
festivities  (and the list is quite long;  I’ll run 
through it at the meeting).  I also ask that 
everyone keep our ailing compatriots  in 
their thoughts and prayers. 

   Commander 
Mark Morgan

Come celebrate the 
ties between the 

Civil War and the 
national pastime. 

The SWIC Baseball 
team plays a 

double-header 
against John A. 

Logan College of  
Carterville, IL, 
named after the 

famous Civil War 
General. 

News from around the camp

SWIC Baseball tournament

mailto:ggladd@charter.net
mailto:ggladd@charter.net


THE DIXON BLUE LIGHT NEWS!  PAGE5

The Dixon Blue Light News, 40 Christine Dr., Belleville, Illinois 62221   |  618-767-6778   |  scvcamp1962.org

Minutes of  the Dixon Camp
FEBRUARY 7, 2013

Minutes  of the 7 February 2013 
Muster

The members and friends  of the Lt. 
George E. Dixon Camp # 1962, 
S.C.V., conducted their monthly 
Muster at 1830 hours on 7 February 
2013 at the SWIC PSOP Center, 201 
North Church Street, Belleville, IL, 
this  being the 2nd Muster of the year 
2013. 

CALL TO ORDER: Joe Starek called 
the meeting to order. 

INVOCATION: Chaplain Johnny 
Kicklighter provided the invocation. 

P R E S E N TA T I O N O F T H E 
COLORS: The Colors were properly 
displayed and presented by the Honor 
Guard under the leadership of the 
Acting Sgt. of Arms Joe Starek. All in 
attendance recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United 
S t a t e s  a n d t h e s a l u t e t o t h e 
Confederate Flag. 

COMMANDER’S WELCOME:  
1LCDR Billy Altman welcomed the 
Camp members and guests;  Walter 
Legette who is  an acquaintance of 
Dale Rice and John Fulton’s, Michele 
Hampton of  Lindenwood University.

SWEARING IN: The following were 
sworn in:  Jimmy E. Arrington - 

ancestor:  2nd Great Uncle William 
Allen Gentry, Corporal, Co C, 32nd 
Mississippi  Infantry, and James  M. 
H e s s - a n c e s t o r : 3 r d G r e a t 
Grandfather, 2Lt. Charles Herbert 
Clement, Co. F, 38th Virginia Infantry.

ROLL CALL: Those present included: 
Gale & Sharon Red, Michael & Gretel 
Peirpoint, Ron Lakin, Joe & Judy 
Starek,  Dwight Moore, Billy & Helen 
Altman, Michele Hampton, Brandon 
& Judy Baker, David McAuley,  Ralph 
Oelschlager, Dale Rice, Walter H. 
Legette, Doug & Betty Lawrence, 
Johnny Kicklighter,  Robert Hardy, 
John & Jane McKee, James Conn Sr., 
Phil Tate, Steve Wheat, J.C. Gideon, 
Dwight Moore, Jim  Arrington, John 
Massey, Cassandra Broomfield, James 
Hess, S tephen Wi l son , Grete l 
Peirpoint, John Fulton,  Janice & Bill 
Beasley, John & Mary Nischwitz.

PROCEDURAL BUSINESS: Billy 
Altman gave sincere thanks to all those 
who assisted with the set-up and break-
down of Bellecourt Manor for the Lee-
Jackson Ball. Numerous people were 
responsible for making the evening a 
success. Special thanks were made to 
Gale & Sharon Red for set-up, 
coordinating and ensuring the success 
of the Ball.  Gale Red gave a special 
tribute to his  wife,  Sharon, for being 
the backbone of the events and camp 
activities. 

COMMUNICATIONS: We received 
a l e t t e r f ro m H e c k e r C a m p, 
Commander Garry Ladd, thanking us 
and expressing how much they enjoyed 
the Ball;  he also highlighted the warm 
reception they received. Compatriot 
Ron Doran is  in Belleville Memorial 
Hospital. He was  admitted Tuesday for 
pneumonia with a reduced lung 
capacity of only 10%. Please be in 
prayer on his behalf.

OLD BUSINESS: Brandon Baker as 
well as others spoke highly of the Lee/
Jackson Ball. Gale Red appealed for 
ideas on how to make it better next 
year. Joe Starek suggested we get more 
people to help as  it is a lot of work for 
Gale & Sharon. Special mention was 
made of Doug & Betty Lawrence who 
returned their 50/50 winnings back 
into the camp. The camp raised close 
to $700 above the expenses for the 
event. Special thanks were made to 
Bob Hardy for leading tours to the 
upper floor of the manor. Several 
comments from camp members 
reflected feelings that the Ball was 
extremely successful and we should 
host it at the same venue next year.

NEW BUSINESS: The Jefferson Davis 
Presidential Library will be conducting 
a dedication on 16 March at Beauvoir 
in Biloxi, MS.  Mark Morgan will be 
making the 3 day trip and Gale 
requested willing participants contact 
Mark Morgan if they wanted to make 
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the journey. The Gun Show 
recruitment table is scheduled for 
March 9th & 10th. On the 20th of 
A pr i l we wi l l be do ing an 
encampment for the Civil War 
Days at SWIC. There could be a 
large crowd at SWIC this year as 
there will be playing baseball 
double header and the annual plant 
sale. However, a major conflict 
exists  as we have the Illinois 
Division Convention at the Crown 
Plaza in Springfield, IL on the same 
day. The Smithton Homecoming is 
scheduled for the 27th of July.  We 
plan to set-up about noon and stay 
until dark in order to get more 
people to visit the encampment. Joe 
Starek spoke on flag protocol and 
flag presentations in the public. 
Johnny Kicklighter mentioned the 
tribute to Charles Stevenson 
published in the newsletter.  Mr. 
Stevenson was responsible for 
purchasing the large barrel fan that 
we use at encampments. Phil Tate 
was awarded the SCV War Service 
Medal. Gale Red asked for other 
eligible members to submit their 
application for the medal if 
i n t e r e s t e d . Jo e S t a re k w a s 
approached by the American 
Legion and the mayor of Smithton 
to determine if we wanted to 
participate in the Memorial Day 
event as we did last year. Billy 
Altman recommended Joe Starek to 
lead the event on behalf of the 

camp. Janice Beasley has been in 
contact with authorities  regarding 
the Skirmish at Prairie du Rocher 
and if they want to conduct a 
memorial this year. John Gideon 
announced to the camp some news 
he received from  Memphis, TN.  
The city of Memphis voted to 
change the names of 3 city parks 
that had been formally dedicated to 
the Confederacy: “Forrest Park” 
was changed to “Health Sciences 
Park,” “Confederate Park” is now 
“Memphis Park,” and “Jefferson 
Davis Park” became “Mississippi 
River Park”. John Gideon also 
announced the Madison County 
Friends of NRA event dinner set 
for Saturday, March 2 in Highland, 
IL.  Janice Beasley alerted the camp 
to a Cowboy action shooting event 
and asked folks to see her for details 
if  they wanted to participate. 

FORMAL PRESENTATION: 
Jo h n N i s c h w i t z m a d e t h e 
presentation on the CSS Tennessee, 
a n i r o n c l a d b u i l t f o r t h e 
Confederate Navy. The Tennessee 
served as the flagship of Admiral 
Franklin Buchanan, commander of 
t h e M o b i l e S q u a d r o n a n d 
participated in the Battle of Mobile 
B ay. Jo h n N i s ch w i t z i s a n 
accomplished author and has 
written the book “Collections of a 
Civil War Trivia Junkie.” John is a 
retired Lieutenant Colonel in the 

US Army Reserve and a graduate 
of West Point. John has toured all 
the major Civil War battlefields  in 
the country. 

R E F R E S H M E N T S : T h e 
refreshments were furnished by Phil 
Tate & the Altman’s.  

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, 7 
March, 6:30 pm, same location.  

BENEDICTION: Chaplain Johnny 
K i c k l i g h t e r p r o v i d e d t h e 
benediction.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting 
adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Minutes of  the Dixon Camp
FEBRUARY 7, 2013

New Members Jim  Arrington and  Allen Gentry
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The meeting was  called to order by Squad 
Sergeant Pat Booth at 6: 30 pm.  Gale Red 
provided the invocation, and Pat Booth led 
the Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to the 
Confederate Flag.  Several members  were 
out of town and not available for the 
meeting.  Those present were: Pat Booth, 
Vernon DeSelms, Robert Marley,  Harvey 
Cash, Walter Hall, and Gale Red.  

 The minutes of the last meeting as  
presented in the camp newsletter were 
approved as printed.  There was no old 
business to discuss.   Under new business, 
Gale Red reminded those present of the 
Illinois  Division Convention to be held in 
Springfield on April 20th.  Commander 
Morgan should have more information 
available soon.  Gale also reminded the 
group of our camp’s annual Alton 
Confederate Memorial to be held Saturday, 
May 18th at the North Alton Confederate 
Cemetery.  

	 Vernon said that Pat Booth will be 
talking about the Battle of Galveston bay at 
the March meeting, Dennis Headlee will 
talk about the Missouri Irregulars for the 
April meeting, and Doc. Marley will be 
doing a presentation for the May meeting.  
The squad will not be meeting for June 
through August and will reconvene in 
September.

	 The program for the night was a 
guided discussion by Vernon DeSelms 
concerning the Peninsular Campaign.  It 
was an enlightening discussion of various 

aspects and problems encountered by both 
sides during the first half of the operation.  
The program will continue with a second 
half  of  the discussion at a future meeting.
Gale Red gave the benediction 
and the meeting was closed at 
8:30 pm.  The next meeting 
will be held on March 18th.
Submitted by
Gale F. Red, Adjutant

Minutes of  Squad East
FEBRUARY 18, 2013

Squad East at Flora, Illinois

5-Mar Joshua Headlee
7-Mar James Moose
14-Mar Dennis Headlee
16-Mar Brandon Baker
22-Mar Earl Armstrong
28-Mar Carole Corgat

HAPPY
DIXIE

BIRTHDAYS!
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Compatriots – 
 While the first two months of 

1863 had been relatively quiet,  going 
into March the dual military and 
diplomatic battle between the now two-
year-old Confederate States of 
America and the United States showed 
every sign of heating up.   To be sure, 
winter wasn’t over yet and Lee’s Army 
of Northern Virginia,  encamped 
outside of Fredericksburg,  and 
continued to deal with a lack of food 
and other provisions.    To his credit, 
General Lee lived like his men, sleeping 
in a tent;  notably, whenever any 
Virginian showed up in his command 
area with a prepared dinner of turkey 
or something similar,  the general made 
sure the food immediately went to the 
hospitals for the benefit of the 
wounded and sick. 

As for his Union counterparts,  the 
Army of the Potomac spent the 
miserable winter in Stafford County 
above the Rappahannock.   According 
to the Rappahannock Valley Civil War 
Round Table, “The Federal army 
combed the countryside, stripping the 
inhabitants  of nearly everything – 
livestock, fence rails, crops and lumber.  
With little remaining to eat and 
firewood for heating scarce (some 
sources  claim that only 20 trees pre-
dating the war exist in the county 
today), most residents were forced to 
leave.  When these homes were found 
abandoned, Union soldiers  simply 

pulled down the house and used it for 
firewood.” 

The events which started the two 
nations  on the path to a violent spring 
and summer resumption of violence 
started somewhat quietly, at least in the 
east.   On 3 March 1863, President 
Lincoln signed “an Act for enrolling 
and calling out the national Forces,  and 
for other Purposes,” otherwise known 
as  the Conscription Act.  The act, 
immediately controversial in the North, 
required the registration of all men 
between the ages of 20 and 45 for 
possible (more likely, probable) military 
service.  The act, which replaced the 
Militia Act of 1862, allowed men of 
means to buy their way out of the draft 
for $300.  Obviously, that did not go 
over well with the less well-off, 
particularly farmers,  laborers and 
immigrants.   There would be 
repercussions later in the year. 

On 4 March, a Union Brigade 
under Col John Colburn, commander 
of the 33rd Indiana, departed Franklin 
in search of local Southern forces.  The 
brigade, made up of troops  from the 
33rd Indiana, 19th Michigan, 22nd 
Wi s c on s in , 85 th In d ian a , 9 th 
Pennsylvania, 2nd Michigan Cavalry 
and 18th Ohio Battery, achieved quick 
success, at least in the “search” part of 
their mission: they ran smack into a 
Confederate corps under the command 
of  Maj Gen Earl van Dorn.  

According to a New York Times 
article,  after making initial contact on 5 
March, the Northerners charged rebel 
artillery emplacements: “No infantry 
was seen near this battery until our 
men approached within a few yards of 
it, when the rebels rose from behind a 
stone fence, where they had been 
effectively concealed, and from  whence 
they poured a most deadly fire into our 
men, first checking and then driving 
them  back with heavy loss to us  and 
little to themselves.” 

While Van Dorn’s  cavalry under 
the command of Brig Gen Nathan 
Bedford Forrest drove off their Yankee 
counterparts and started working the 
rear of the Union positions, Van 
Dorn’s  infantry and artillery finished 
the encirclement of the northern 
infantry.  The surviving members of 
the 33rd and 85th Indiana, 19th 
Michigan and 22nd Wisconsin, severely 
battered and pretty much out of 
ammunition, surrendered along with 
Col Coburn.   The fracas, known as  the 
Battle of Thompson’s Station, took 
place near Spring Hill to the south of 
Franklin and helped restore some of 
Va n D o r n ’ s l u s t e r a s a fi e l d 
commander.  

However, the real hero was  a 17-
year-old girl named Alice Thompson.   
Caught in the open at the start of the 
fighting, she headed for the home of 
the Banks family and – hopefully – 
shelter.   She and the Bankses watched 

Commanders Dispatch
COMMANDER MARK MORGAN



THE DIXON BLUE LIGHT NEWS!  PAGE9

The Dixon Blue Light News, 40 Christine Dr., Belleville, Illinois 62221   |  618-767-6778   |  scvcamp1962.org

the Confederates  charge past once, fall 
back and then charge again, only to 
falter.  Something then happened 
which put young Miss Thompson in 
the Confederate history books: 

 “It was too much for Alice when 
she saw the Confederate color-bearer 
fall.  She ran out,  snatched up the flag 
and began waving it to rally the 
Southern troops.  Col S.G. Earle of the 
3rd Arkansas Cavalry saw Alice and 
hollered to his troops that a girl had 
their banner.  With that, the 
Confederates  charged again and took 
the position.  A cannonball smashed to 
earth near Alice, showering her with 
d i r t , b u t s h e w a s 
unharmed”  (hmmm…sounds like 
something any of a number of Dixon 
Camp women would do, eh?).  After 
the fight, she returned to the Banks 
house and served as a nurse’s assistant.  

Back east, the Confederacy 
suffered a particularly grievous loss  at 
Kelly’s Ford,  VA.  On 17 March, 
Union Brig Gen William Averell’s 3000 
cavalrymen and six cannon headed for 
the Rappahannock, specifically looking 
for a counterpart, his old West Point 
classmate and good friend Brig Gen 
Fitzhugh Lee.   For some time during 
the winter, Lee had sent generally 
obnoxious messages to Averell , 
culminating in one following a raid into 
Union territory which read, “I wish 
you would put up your sword, leave my 
state, and go home.  You ride a good 
horse, I ride better.  If you won’t go 
home, return my visit and bring me a 
sack of  coffee.” 

When Lee got word of Averell’s 
move south, he reinforced Kelly’s  Ford 
with 85 troopers  of the 2nd and 4th 
Virginia Cavalry,  while placing four 

art i l lery pieces  and 800 other 
cavalrymen in Culpepper.  Averell and 
his horsemen managed a very slow 
crossing at Kelly’s  Ford while under 
constant Southern rifle fire and then 
pushed back the Virginians  before 
taking shelter in the vicinity of a stone 
wall about ¾ of a mile south of the 
river.   Shortly afterwards, Fitzhugh Lee 
arrived with his main force, his 
commander Maj Gen Jeb Stuart and 
one of the hero’s of Fredericksburg, 24-
year-old artil leryman Maj John 
Pelham. 

Lee ordered the 3rd Virginia 
Cavalry to charge the stone wall; 
unfortunately, the Federal soldiers were 
armed with new carbines and the 
Southerners  had to draw off after a few 
shots.  Pelham then rode to the front of 
the 5th Virginia Cav and joined the 
regiment in a second attack on the well 
hidden Northerners.  Lee’s troopers 
found a gap and rode through with the 
intent of cutting off the Northerners’ 
escape route to the river.   Pelham, one 
of the officers in the lead, halted his 
horse, stood up in his  stirrups and 
yelled, “Forward!  Let’s get ‘em!”  
Almost immediately,  a Federal shell 
exploded near Pelham  and he fell from 
the saddle, mortally wounded.  

On the left, Union Col Alfred 
Duffie moved his brigade forward and 
invited an attack by Lee;  when the 
Southern cavalrymen got within 75 
yards of the 1st Rhode Island Cavalry, 
Duffie hit them with three additional 
regiments, attacking simultaneously on 
each Confederate flank.  Lee’s men 
managed to fight their way back out at 
which point Averell decided it was time 
to return to Union lines.  Before 
departing, he left two captured, 

wounded Confederate cavalry officers 
with a gift for Lee: a pound of coffee 
and a note which read, “Dear Fitz, 
here’s  your coffee, here’s your visit.  
How do you like it?” 

 While Lee’s cavalry held the field 
at the end of the day, the “victory” 
came at great cost.  His  brigade lost 
146 men killed, wounded or missing, in 
exchange for 85 Yankees.  As for “The 
G a l l a n t P e l h a m , ” a l r e a d y a 
Confederate hero, he passed at 1 AM 
on the morning of 18 March.  In 
sorrow, General Stuart wrote Pelham’s 
mother, “I loved him  as a brother.  He 
was so noble, so chivalrous, so pure in 
heart, so beloved.”  

 Roughly 10 days later, on 29 
March, Maj Gen Ulysses S. Grant 
made a momentous decision.  Tiring of 
repeated failed attempts to get at or 
around the Confederate fortifications  at 
Vicksburg by land or waterway, Grant 
ordered Maj Gen John McClernand to 
move XIII Corps south from the 
vicinity of Helena, AR, to Milliken’s 
Bend, some 15 miles west of Vicksburg 
on the Mississippi.   Upon arrival, 
McClernand was to establish a supply 
base and prepare to receive the rest of 
Grant’s Army of  the Tennessee. 

One way or another, Grant fully 
intended to take Vicksburg. 

Respectfully, 
Mark Morgan

Commander
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THE VOICE OF THELT.  GEORGE E.  DIXON CAMP #  1962S o n s  o f  t h eC o n f e d e r a t e  V e t e r a n s

Lt. George E. Dixon

OUR NEXT MEETING,  MARCH 7, 2013

The monthly meeting of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962, SCV will be held at 6:30 pm on Thursday 

evening March 7, 2013. The meeting will be held at the SWIC Senior Citizen Center on the corner of East B  and 
North Church Streets, in Belleville. Parking is  available immediately across  the street from the building. The 

building is  located at 201 North Church, just three blocks east of North Illinois  on East B. To get to the 

auditorium where we will have the meeting, ask the gentleman at the desk what room we are in. If you have any 
questions, call Gale Red for directions at 618-622-8949.

The speaker will be Kevin Harrison, SWIC: “The American Revolution,” to include commentary on 
the war in the South and how Southern culture developed
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