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 As I’ve told my kids on more 

than one occasion, life’s what 
happens while you’re trying to 
get something else done...and 
the late delivery of this edition 
of The Vanguard is proof.  
Hence, my apology to all mem-
bers of the Illinois Division of 
the Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans for this somewhat late first 
edition of 2013.    

 On the plus side, this issue’s 

been expanded to 12 pages in 
order to get all of the material 
in.  There was a major flurry of 
activity among the camps right 
around the turn of the year and 
it remains important with this 
publication to get as much in-
formation in as possible for the 
benefit of all camps and their 
members.  

 Conversely, this is now officially 
the first of four quarterly is-
sues of The Vanguard for 
2013.   Your editor didn’t do too 
well turning out a bimonthly last 
year, hopefully this’ll work out a 
tad better 

 And now, boldly into the new 

year.  The big event statewide 
remains the annual convention 
in Springfield, scheduled for 20 
April and following about a 
month later by the first of the 
Memorial Day events.  As al-
ways, we hope all compatriots 
will support these and other 
camp and divisional events.  

Editor’s Notes Commander's Address 
February 2013   

Compatriots,  

   The month of February is now upon us.  I hope that you all are enjoying the 
time after the holidays and that this newsletter finds you and your families are 
well.   

   I would like to personally thank each and every one of you for helping our divi-
sion and your individual camps during this past year by supporting the cause.  
We couldn't and we can't do it without you!   As full members, associate and 
auxiliary, and supporting members of your camps, you are all a vital part of our 
organization both locally and nationally.  

  Also, please let me stress the importance of recruitment.  Whether it's going to 
the local grocery store and tacking up flyers on a bulletin board, leaving flyers at 
your local library, publishing recruiting advertisements, or just talking to a friend 
about his or her Southern heritage.  We are always in need of more good men 
and women to help support the cause and "forward the colors".  

 Let us also not forget about retaining our membership.  We should retain as 
many members as possible.  We need to show them that our organization is 
worthwhile to join and maintain membership in, because we are worthwhile!  
There is hardly anything more honorable than preserving and defending our 
Southern heritage, honoring our ancestors, and teaching the true history.  Let us 
strive for %100 of our membership being retained from year to year.  

   Finally, please mark your calendars for the 2013 Illinois Division Convention; 
additional details and information on planning and arrangements for the conven-
tion are available through your camp officers, but in the meantime, convention 
registration is $25 per person.   You can make your check or money orders pay-
able to: Illinois Division, SCV.  

   Our guest speaker will be Army of Tennessee Councilman Larry McCluney, 
who will bring us news from the Army of Tennessee.  You can send your regis-
tration to Illinois Division Adjutant Jim Barr at 3162 N Broadway, Suite 200, Chi-
cago, Il 60657.  The location of the convention is the Crowne Plaza Springfield, 
3000 S Dirksen Parkway, Springfield, 62703 (217)529-7777.   

   Also, please consider attending the 2013 Camp Douglas Confederate Memo-
rial Service at Confederate Mound on Sunday, April 21st, at 11 AM.  This event 
will be held at Oak Woods Cemetery at 1035 East 67th St., in Chicago, IL. 

   I remain with you in Dixie,  

Jacob M. Lake  
Illinois Division Commander  
Camp Commander  
Rock Island Memorial POW Camp #2229  

Happy  
St Patrick’S  

Day! 
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16 March 2013—Confederate Heritage Rally  & 
Dedication of the Jefferson Davis Presiden-
tial Library, Beauvoir, Biloxi, MS.  Monitor  http:/

confederate150.com/2013.html .  

20 Apr 2013—Illinois Division Convention, 
Crowne Plaza Springfield, $25 per attendee.  See 
page 6.  

20 Apr 2013—Civil War/War Between the States 
Living History Encampment, Southwestern 

Illinois College , Belleville, 10 AM-3 PM.  Event will 
take place near the SWIC baseball fields, sponsored 
by the Friedrich K. Hecker Camp No. 443, Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War and the Lt George E. 
Dixon Camp No. 1962, Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans.   

21 Apr 2013—2013 Camp Douglas Annual Con-
federate Memorial Service, 11 AM, Oak Woods 

Cemetery, 1035  E 67th St, Chicago, IL.  Hosted by 
Camp Douglas Memorial Camp No. 516.   

26 Apr 2013—Presentation of the ROTC Cadet 
Medal, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL, by Camp 

Douglas Memorial Camp No. 516 Commander Mark 
Woolfington.   

3-5 May 2103—War Between the States Reen-
actment, Moses Austin Grounds, Cape Girardeau.  

Be advised, the SUVCW are putting this one 
(artillery, cavalry, infantry drills, Pilot Mountain Civil 
War Band), if you show up in gray you should be 
instantly popular.  More information (573)993-9397.  

15 May 2013—Annual North Alton Confederate 
Cemetery Commemoration, Lt George E. Dixon 

Camp.    Cemetery at 63 Rozier St, ceremony begins 
at 11 AM.  Contact Dixon Camp Adjutant for specif-
ics.   

25 May 2013—Memorial Day Ceremony, Mound 
City National Cemetery, Old US 51 and County 

Rd 8, west of I-57.   One of the 12 original National 
Cemeteries, designated in 1864; the ceremony be-
gins at 10 AM.  The Dixon Camp is planning on dis-
patching a contingent.  

27 May 2013—Memorial Day  

 Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery.  Larg-

est St Louis regional commemorative cemetery, in-
cludes procession to the ceremonial area , music, 
honors and speeches.  Followed by joint honors 
ceremonies at the Union and Confederate monu-
ments, regular participation by Missouri Division and 
Illinois Division camps.  

 Smithton American Legion GEM Post 937, 

102 N Main St, Smithton.  Joint Confederate-Union 
honor guard, Dixon Camp participating.  For informa-
tion call (618)235-2303.   

 Memorial Day in Prairie du Rocher, American 

Legion Parade/Service, Boy Scout BBQ.  Dixon 
Camp Adjutant Gale  Red will give the keynote ad-
dress.   

 

   Division Calendar 

Illinois Division Staff 

 

Commander:          Jacob Lake 

1st Lt Commander/Commander,  
Northern Brigade: Rev Dr Mark Worthington 
 
2nd Lt Commander/Commander,  
Southern Brigade: Mark Morgan 
 

Sergeant-at-Arms: Nicholas Muehlebach 

Color Sergeant : Tim Lake 

Chaplain:  Johnny Kicklighter 

Genealogist:  Gale Red 

Heritage Preservation & Public Affairs Officer: 

   Robert Mestas 

Judge Advocate:  Tom Prince 
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Camp Douglas Memorial Camp 516, Chicago 

 The Camp Douglas Memorial Camp met on Satur-

day, 9 March and worked up a full schedule of activi-

ties for the spring.  They include: 

 Participation in the annual Illinois Division Confer-

ence, 20 April, in Springfield 

 The Annual Confederate Memorial Service at Oak-

wood Cemetery, 21 April at 11 AM, and,  

 On Friday, 26 April, Camp Commander Mark Woolf-

ington will present the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

Medal to a Wheaton College member of the “Rolling 

Thunder Battalion, US Army ROTC.   

 

John Kempshall Camp 1534, Niantic 

 The Kempshall Camp is still in there swinging;  on 

Saturday, 15 December, the camp participated in the 

national “Wreaths Across America” commemoration, 

at Camp Butler National Cemetery.  

 On Saturday 9 March, members gathered at Green-

wood Cemetery in Decatur for a solemn Soil Cere-

mony for our valiant Confederate dead resting in the 

cemetery.  See pg. 6 for Cdr Muehlebach’s write-up.  

 

Lt George E. Dixon Camp 1962, Belleville 

 The Dixon Camp also participated in “Wreaths 

Across America” in mid-December.  Notably, the 

compatriots and ladies did two separate commemo-

rative ceremonies, at the Alton Confederate Ceme-

tery and at the Smallpox Island monument.  

 See the photos in the “At the Front” section (pg. 9) 

for a look at the Dixon Camp’s annual Lee-Jackson 

Birthday Banquet and Dance, held 26 January in 

Belleville.  The Camp set records this year, with over 

110 attending and participating in the meal, heritage 

and honor observances, a silent auction and, of 

course, dancing ‘til the late hours.   

 Moving into the spring, the Dixon Camp is looking at 

“split squad” operations on 20 April.  For starters, the 

commander and several members will attend the  

state confab  in Springfield .   Second, another group 

from the camp will set up Camp Dixon at Southwest-

ern Illinois College (SWIC) in Belleville for the now 

annual “Civil War/War Between the States Day” liv-

ing history event.    

 May will bring several memorial opportunities, com-

mencing with the annual Alton Confederate Ceme-

tery Commemoration on 15 May, followed by Camp 

From the Field 

participation at the annual observance at the Mound 

City National Cemetery on 25 May.  

 Memorial Day is two days later, on 27 May, and once 

again the Dixon Camp will work split squad opera-

tions.  At the massive annual Jefferson Barracks Na-

tional Cemetery commemoration, Dixon members will 

assist St Louis’ Sterling Price Camp No. 145, Mis-

souri Division, in the placement of battle flags on the 

graves in the Confederate section of the cemetery.  

They’ll also participate in the march to the ceremony 

and commemorative presentations at both the Con-

federate and Union monuments.   

 The same day, a second squad from the Dixon Camp 

will provide personnel for the joint rifle squad at the 

Smithton, IL, Memorial Day observance, held at 

America Legion GEM Post 937.  Finally, also on Me-

morial Day, Dixon Camp Adjutant Gale Red will travel 

to Prairie du Rocher to serve as keynote speaker at 

the community’s Memorial Day observance.  

 And there’s plenty more to come… 

 

Rock Island Memorial POW Camp 2229, Rock-

ford 

 The Rock Island Camp can look back proudly on a 

lengthy list of activities in 2012, including participation 

in the memorial service at the Rock Island Confeder-

ate POW Ceremony, hosted by the Iowa Division; the 

Camp’s 2nd Annual War for Southern Independence 

BBQ at Camp Commander Jacob Lake’s home in 

Stillman Valley in July; and the annual Christmas 

Party and Lee-Jackson Supper, in Oregon on 1 De-

cember (see pg. 8 for photos). 

 Another notable event was a field trip to the Savanna 

Historical Society Civil War Museum with a tour con-

ducted by museum curator Gene Wright.  Camp 2229 

made a monetary donation to the museum  “...in rec-

ognition of their efforts to keep the true history of the 

War for Southern Independence alive.”   The group 

then visited the Confederate cannon display in Ga-

lena, IL.  Captured near the end of the war by the 

Yankees, the artillery piece was involved in the firing 

on Fort Sumter over 12-13 April 1861.   

 Moving into 2013, camp members are looking for-

ward to the Illinois Division Convention in Springfield 

on 20 April, as well as a number of other gatherings 

and activities through the remainder of the year.   

See y’all in Springfield!  
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Politics & the Press 

   Lest you haven’t heard, a big battle’s been waging in 
Memphis over the past months.  On February 5, the 
Memphis City Council voted to rename three downtown 
parks: Forrest Park (which contains the grave of Gen-
eral Forrest and his wife Mary Ann) would become 
Health Science Park; Jefferson Davis Park would get 
the new name Mississippi River Park; and Confederate 
Park would become Memphis Park.   One city council-
man pushed for an immediate name change at the 
council meeting scheduled for 5 March, while another 
councilman recommended waiting for a committee re-
port on the proposed renaming (he also would prefer 
Forrest Park become Forrest-Wells Park, to honor civil 
rights and women's’ suffrage activated Isa B. Wells).  

   Sons of Confederate Veterans camps are in the thick 
of the battle to retain the names of the parks.  More 
long-term concerns involve proposals to remove and 
relocate the Forrest statue and graves to some other 
location.  As this controversy continues, we’ll keep you 

informed; in the meantime, the following came from the SCV camps in Memphis concerning the most recent develop-
ments:  

 

   I am pleased to pass along that HUGE public pressure and some personal face-to-face efforts have given us a mo-
mentary victory in our fight to save our Southern parks.  Our emails, letters, phone calls, news ads, media appear-
ances, etc are swinging the tide. But the fight is NOT OVER.   

   Yesterday, Tues. March 5, the Memphis City Council, by a 10-3 vote, voted to table the two Ordinances to rename 
Forrest Park, Confederate Park, and Jefferson Davis Park. The tabling is essentially in effect for 30 days.  Besides the 
avalanche of public outcry (one city councilman admitted that he'd gotten over 600 emails to save the parks), the coun-
cil stated that this was to give the newly created Parks Study Committee a chance to analyze the parks and make rec-
ommendations.   

   WE WILL NOT BE WEARY IN THIS FIGHT!!!  We will see it through until our Southern parks are safe.  WE ARE 
NOT THROUGH and will keep up the pressure and the campaign.   Much more information will be forthcoming shortly 
on how you can continue to help. And we certainly need your help.   

   Those of you in town and out of town all have a vested interest in this.  We've heard from supporters from all across 
the country on this -- for they/you are War For Southern Independence historians/enthusiasts, and this means (to some 
little degree) tourist dollars to Memphis. Not all of the city council are entirely deaf to this, and we've definitely included 
this aspect on our campaign (among a dozen other solid reasons) to save the parks.   And – it’s OUR heritage to save. 

   Thank you for all your support.  And may it continue until we are victorious. 

 
Lee Millar 
Spokesman 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Memphis 

 

   However, all is not well.   According to a 5 March article in The (Memphis) 
Commercial Appeal, (Kevin McKenzie, “Last signs of three Confederate-themed 
city parks are removed in Memphis”), the City Council on Tuesday declined to 
reinforce a previous decision to rename three Confederate-themed parks in 
Memphis, but at the parks themselves, city workers removed the signs that still 
carried the original names of Forrest Park, Jefferson Davis Park and Confeder-
ate Park. 

   Proposed state legislation that would ban renaming public parks dedicated to 
historical military events, figures and organizations — the same legislation that 
prompted the council to quickly rename the parks on Feb. 5 — triggered Tues-
day’s sign removals, said George Little, the city’s chief administrative officer. 

   During a City Council debate on Tuesday about voting to pass an ordinance to 
fortify the decision to rename the parks, council member Lee Harris said that 
because Mayor A C Wharton’s office had not removed the park signs, the Ten-

Photo by Nikke Boerteman/Commercial 

Appeal 
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nessee Heritage Preservation Act that has passed the House in Nashville might still limit the city’s authority to rename 
the parks. 

   The council concerns led to a “prudent” decision to remove the names from signs at the parks, although no monu-
ments were disturbed, Little said.  

   “We’re holding on to all this until such time as a final decision is made,” Little said. 

   Harris didn’t move the council to action; a 10-3 vote tabled two ordinances, with the majority choosing to await the 
work of a committee appointed to gather opinions and the issues. Little said temporary signs are in the works. 

 

   As part of the ongoing debate—quite heated at times—Dr Timothy S. Huebner, chairman of the history department at 
Rhodes College, wrote the following op-ed, which appeared in the paper on  3 March.  

 

Parks Dispute misses dual points of history 

By Timothy S. Huebner 

   The controversy over the renaming of Memphis’ Confederate-themed city parks has produced contentious public 
hearings, full-page newspaper ads, and the likelihood of future public protests and counterprotests.  

   Unfortunately, the debate has done little to solve the real problems with our city’s historic parks — a one-sidedness in 
who is memorialized and an utter lack of interpretation at existing memorials.  If city leaders are really interested in pre-
serving our history, they will attempt to resolve these problems.  

   First, the monuments to Memphis’ 19th century history focus entirely on white Confederates.  While both Nathan Bed-
ford Forrest and Jefferson Davis are important figures in the city’s history, by far the most significant historical develop-
ment in Civil War-era Memphis was the dramatic and sudden migration of thousands of African-Americans from the 
surrounding region into the Bluff City.  

   The site of a major “contraband camp,” the name given to assembly points for African-Americans who were moving 
out of slavery into freedom, Memphis suddenly became a center for black life and culture.  The city’s African-American 
population nearly quadrupled during the war years.  In Memphis, African-Americans enrolled in the Union Army and 
garrisoned Fort Pickering, a major Federal outpost in the region.  

   Soon after the war ended, white Memphians took out their postwar fears and frustrations on their new black 
neighbors.  In May 1866, an altercation involving a handful of black Federal soldiers and white police officers culmi-
nated in three days of white-on-black violence often called the Memphis Riot, an episode that might more accurately be 
termed the “Memphis Massacre.”  At least 46 African-Americans lost their lives, while approximately 100 black homes, 
schools, churches and businesses were destroyed.  

   In the decades to follow as African-Americans became the targets of continued violence, Ida B. Wells spoke out for 
justice.  The leading anti-lynching crusader of the late 19th century, Wells operated her own newspaper, The Free 
Speech, from her office on Beale Street.   When three of her friends were killed by a white mob in 1892, Wells stepped 
up her criticism of lynching. In response, white residents threatened Wells’ life and ran her out of town.  She went first 
to New York, then lectured abroad, and eventually settled in Chicago.  

   Little commemorates or interprets any of this history.  There is no monument to the black Union soldiers who served 
in Memphis, no marker describing the Memphis Massacre, no memorial to Wells and the Memphis anti-lynching cru-
sade.   Meanwhile, the memorials and monuments that we do have — of Forrest and Davis — contain almost no his-
torical interpretation.  

   Forrest Park contains a statue of Forrest on horseback over his and his wife’s grave.  On the base is a brief inscrip-
tion, and several feet in front of the statue is a single historical marker.  Visitors to the park thus catch only a glimpse of 
Forrest and his life.  

   A more expansive interpretation would Involve three interpretive panels surrounding the equestrian statue.  

   The first would lay out the facts of Forrest’s life and work.  Born into poverty in Middle Tennessee, Forrest eventually 
settled in Memphis, where he made a great deal of money as a slave trader and won election as a city alderman.  This 
panel would also include his Confederate military activities, including his rise from the rank of private to lieutenant gen-
eral as well as his disputed role in the Battle of Fort Pillow of 1864.  t would include a description of his postwar involve-
ment in the Ku Klux Klan, which originated to suppress black political meetings and black voting.  

   A second panel would detail how Forrest Park came about.  At his death in 1877, Forrest was laid to rest in Elmwood 
Cemetery.  But in 1901, when Memphis hosted an annual gathering of Confederate veterans, ex-rebels decided to build 
a park celebrating Forrest.  They decided that, in order to honor his memory, they needed to move his body from Elm   
wood, commission a bronze sculpture and create a new park.  The sculpture and park were dedicated in 1905.  

   Forty years after the Civil War, communities all over the South were similarly commemorating and memorializing their 
Confederate dead at the very same time that segregation, disfranchisement and lynching took hold.  The rise of this pro
-Confederate “Lost Cause” movement, as it came to be called, was thus intimately connected to efforts to maintain 

(Continued on page 8) 
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By CDR Nick Muehlebach, John Kempshall Camp 1534 

 

   Today (Saturday 
March 9) we at 
Camp 1534 gath-
ered at Greenwood 
Cemetery located in 
Decatur, IL.  We 
gathered to conduct 
a Soil Ceremony for 
the Confederate 
dead buried in the 
cemetery.  We who 
showed up had a 
great time remem-
bered the fallen 
Southern heroes.  

    There was a time 
during the cere-
mony where I think 
we all felt a nagging 
urgency to weep 
over these men 
considering the 
situation they were 
thrust into when 
being buried in 
Greenwood.  The 
story has long been 
an interesting tale 
in Decatur's history, 
so I will do my best 
to recount the 
events that took 
place according to 
Troy Taylor's popu-
lar book Haunted 
Decatur. 

   Located on a 
high, desolate hill in 
the far southwest 
corner of Green-
wood Cemetery is a 

collection of identical stone markers, inscribed with the 
names of the local men who served, and some who died, 
during the brutal days of the War Between the States.  
The silence of this area is deafening.  Visitors stand over 
the remains of some of the city of Decatur's greatest he-
roes and the bloody victors of the war.  But not all of the 
men buried here served under the Stars and Stripes of 
the Union Army.  There are dark secrets hidden here..... 

   During the years of the War Between the States, a 
great many trains passed through the city of Decatur.  It 
was on a direct line of the Illinois Central Railroad, which 
ran deep into the South.  The line continued north to Chi-
cago and ran near the prison camp that was located 
there, Camp Douglas.  Many trains came north carrying 
Union troops bound for Decatur and beyond.  Soldiers 
aboard these trains were often wounded, sick and dying.  
Occasionally, deceased soldiers were taken from the 
trains and buried in Greenwood Cemetery, which was 

very close to the train tracks. These men were buried in 
the cemetery and the citizens of Decatur marked their 
graves with honor.  But that wasn't always the case. 

  On many occasions, trains came north bearing Confed-
erate prisoners who were on their way to the camp near 
Chicago.  These soldiers were not treated so honorably.  
Often, Confederates who died were unloaded from the 
train and buried in shallow, unmarked graves in forgotten 
locations . Most of these soldiers were unknown victims of 
gunshot and disease and many were past the point of 
revealing their identity.  These men will never be known 
and their families will never have discovered what became 
of them after they departed for the battlefields of war.  
Those men are now silent corpses scattered about the 
confines of Greenwood Cemetery.   

  Why was there such a hatred for the Confederacy in 
Decatur?  Besides being the home of the 116th Illinois 
Regiment, it seemed that nearly everyone in the city had a 
friend or relative in the Union army.  A number of places in 
Decatur were also used as stations on the "Underground 
Railroad", which means that the abolitionists also had a 
stronghold here.   

   This was the reason, in 1863, when a prison train hold-
ing southern prisoners pulled into Decatur, it was given 
the kind of reception that it was.  The stories say the train 
was filled with more than 100 prisoners and that many of 
them had contracted yellow fever in the diseased swamps 
of the South.   

   The Union officers in charge of the train had attempted 
to separate the Confederates who had died in transit from 
the other prisoners, but to no avail.  Many of the other 
men were close to death from the infectious disease and it 
was hard to tell which men were alive and which were not.  
They called for wagons to come to a point near the ceme-
tery --- but no one would answer the summons.   

   Several sol-
diers were dis-
patched and a 
group of men 
and wagons 
were comman-
deered in the 
city.  The bod-
ies were re-
moved from the 
train and taken 
to Greenwood Cemetery. They were unloaded here and 
their bodies were stacked in piles at the base of a hill in 
the southwest corner of the graveyard.  This location was 
possibly the least desirable spot in the cemetery; the hill 
was so steep that many of the gravediggers had trouble 
keeping their balance.  It was the last place that anyone 
would want to be buried in and for this reason; the ene-
mies of the Union were placed there.     

   Ironically though, years later, the top of this same hill 
would be fashioned into a memorial for Union soldiers 
who died in battle and for those who perished unknown.  

   The men from the city hastily dug shallow graves and 
tossed the bodies of the Confederates inside.  It has been 

(Continued on page 7) 

The Greenwood Cemetery memorial 

obelisk (all photos courtesy of the 

Kempshall Camp) 

The Grand Army of the Republic Me-

morial.  

Heritage 
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said that without a doctor present, no one could have 
known just how many of the soldiers had actually died 
from yellow fever ---- were all of those buried here actu-
ally dead?  Many say that they were not, some of them 
accidentally buried alive, and this is why the area is re-
putedly the most haunted section of Greenwood.   

  To make matters worse, many years later, spring rains 
and flooding would cause the side of the hill itself to col-
lapse in a mudslide and further disturb the bodies of 
these men.  Not only did the Confederate remains lie 
scattered about in the mud, but the disaster also took 
with it the bodies of Union men who had been laid to rest 
in the memorial section at the top of the hill.  This further 

complicated matters, as now, no one had any idea how 
to identify the bodies.  In the end, the remains were bur-
ied again and the hill was constructed into terraces to 
prevent another mudslide in the future.  The bodies were 
placed in the Civil War Memorial section and the graves 

Greenwood Cemetery (Continued from page 6) were marked with stones bearing the legend of "Unknown 
U.S. Soldier" - and it will never be known just who these 
men may be.   

   But what causes this section of the cemetery to be con-
sidered as haunted?  Psychic impressions from the past 
or angry spirits?   Some people believe that it may be 
both, as reports from eight decades have revealed unex-
plainable tales and strange energy lingering around this 
hill.  Visitors who have come here, many of them knowing 
nothing about the bizarre history of this place, have told of 
hearing voices, strange sounds, footsteps in the grass, 
whispers, cries of torment and some even claim to have 
been touched or pushed by unseen hands.   

   There are also the reports of the soldiers themselves 
returning from the other side of the grave.  Accounts have 
been revealed over the years that tell of visitors to the 
cemetery actually seeing men in uniform walking among 
the tombstones --- men that are strangely transparent.  

   The most stunning tale was reported a few years ago 
and was told to me first-hand.  It happened that a young 
man was walking along the road in the back corner of the 
cemetery. He saw a man standing on the top of the hill, 
who beckoned to him.  The boy walked up to him and was 
surprised to see that he was wearing tattered gray cloth-
ing, which was very dirty and spotted with what looked like 
blood.  The man looked at the boy oddly and he wore an 
expression of confusion on his face.   

   "Can you help me?", the man asked softly of the boy. "I 
don't know where I am..... and I want to go home." 
Before the boy could answer, the man simply vanished.   

   So I hope that I and with the help of the rest of SCV 
Camp 1534, we may have given these men a feeling of 
finally being back home as we spread Southern dirt on 
their graves. 

Unknown soldier graves.   

Kempshall Camp compatriots at Greenwood Cemetery.   
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white supremacy at the turn of the century.  The story of how Forrest Park came to be, in other words, is just as worth 
telling as the life of Forrest.  

   A third panel could discuss the ongoing controversy over the monument.  Beginning in the late 1960s, in the after-
math of the sanitation workers’ strike and the death of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., some African-American leaders began 
to criticize the Forrest monument for its glorification of the Confederacy.  The park became the site of protests and 
counterprotests that, obviously, continue to this day.  These controversies have involved notable Memphians. In 1996, 
for example, civil rights lawyer D’Army Bailey and Civil War historian Shelby Foote publicly disagreed with each other at 
the site of the monument. In other words, even these controversies have a history.  

   A similar interpretive plan could be devised to accompany the Davis statue in Confederate Park.  

   If we really care about our city’s history, we will focus on adding parks or memorials that commemorate the city’s ne-
glected 19th century African-American past, and we will add interpretive markers to the parks that we already have.  

   If we don’t do this, we will have simply put new names on the same old parks.  

Timothy S. Huebner is L. Palmer Brown Professor and chairman of the department of history at Rhodes College. 

Politics & the Press (Continued from page 5) 

Beauvoir! 

NOTE:  The grand reopening ceremony for the Jefferson Davis Presidential Library & Museum in Biloxi, Mississippi, 
took place on Saturday, 16 March.  As this edition of The Vanguard went to press, the following constituted the initial 
report from the Gulf Coast on the proceedings.   We’ll provide more details and (hopefully!) photos next issue...and 
perhaps even a first-hand account or two.     

 
 
Sons Of Confederate Veterans wants to set the record straight 

 
By Danielle Thomas 
Mar 16, 2013 6:16 PM CDT  

BILOXI, MS (WLOX)—The last home of Jefferson Davis is being hailed for its significance in teaching the history of the 
South.  The National Sons of Confederate Veterans coupled a celebration of the completion of Beauvoir's presidential 
library with the commemoration the 150th anniversary of the Civil War.   

   Re-enactors at Beauvoir, the last home of Jefferson Davis, taught children about what life was like during the Civil 
War by showing them many of the artifacts used during that time.      

   Michael Givens is the Commander-In-Chief of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

   "It's very important that people recognize the struggles of the Southerners and the Northerners during that war be-
cause it was one of the defining moments in American history," said Givens.  

   History buffs headed to Beauvoir to mark the dedication of the new Jefferson Davis Presidential library.   

   "The public needs to understand that his building represents a lot more than just Jefferson Davis," said Beauvoir Di-
rector Bertram Hayes-Davis.  "This is a historic educational opportunity for us to share the Southern heritage and all the 
stories to go along with not only Jefferson 
Davis but the Southern part of this coun-
try."   

   A museum is planned for the inside the 
library. Officials with the National Sons of 
Confederate Veterans said they look for-
ward to exhibits which will preserve the 
history and heritage they hold dear. 

   "It's going to be a beacon.  A depository 
of literature about the people, about their 
struggle," said Givens.  "We're just so 
happy that we're able to dedicate it today. 
Once this building is complete and the 
museum is in side and all the literature, 
the history books, it will be able to help to 
tell the rest of the story.  To set records 
straight.  To let everybody know more 
about the struggles of our people." 
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At the Front, continued... 

26 January 2013 

Lee-Jackson Birthday Ball 
Lt George E. Dixon Camp 
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NOTE: Cdr Nick Muehlebach, John Kempshall Camp 1534, is working up plans to do the soil 

ceremony at Camp Butler National Cemetery east of Springfield immediately following the after-
noon’s conference proceedings.  All conference attendees are invited and strongly encouraged to 
attend; stay tuned for further details and information.   
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“The Gibraltar of the Confederacy” 

Home of the 2013 General Reunion  

of the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

July 17-20, 2013—http://2013scvreunion.homestead.com/Index.html  
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The Vanguard 

Official Publication of the Illinois Division,  

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

1225 Dunloe Rd 
Manchester, MO 63021 

At the Front:  
Illinois Confederates Behind the Lines... 

15 December 2012 

Wreaths Across America 
 
Kempshall Camp (left), Camp Butler National 
Cemetery.  Dixon Damp, Smallpox Island (below) 
and North Alton Confederate Cemetery (lower 
left).  

Continued on pg.  9  

22 December 2012 

1862 Holiday Ball 
Old St Louis Courthouse 


