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Freeburg Homecoming

FREEBURG HOMECOMING

The Freeburg Homecoming was another 
opportunity to show the colors  to the public. 
Joe Starek and Billy Altman demonstrated 
period weapons and gave lecture on firearm 
safety. 

 Photos on page 2

THE “OTHER JEFFERSON DAVIS”
Mr. Richard Keppner gave a presentation on 
“The Other Jeff Davis: Union General 
Jefferson C. Davis.” Richard is  a member of 
the Tri-states Civil War Roundtable located in 
Quincy.

Continued on Page 4

THE SOUTH CAPTURES FREDERICK MARYLAND
The Southerners captured Frederick, Maryland 
first, on 9 September. From there, Lee 
dispatched Longstreet up to Hagerstown, while 
Stonewall received orders to take the strategic 
rail crossing of the Potomac River at Harper’s 
Ferry, along with a sizable Federal Arsenal.

Continued on page 6
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THANKS FOR 
PAYING YOUR 

DUES!
If you haven't paid please 
contact Gale Red for details.
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Reading this on your computer? Click here to see more photos Watch Videos here

August 2012
FREEBURG HOMECOMING ~ AUGUST 28 AND 29, 2012

 THE DIXON BLUE LIGHT NEWS PAGE

http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/sets/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/sets/
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily/videos
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily/videos
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MORGAN BENJAMIN
! Morgan Benjamin, grandson of Gale 
& Sharon Red, has  just moved to Boise, 
Idaho where he will be completing his 
senior year of  high school.

ROGER AND CAROLE HEINRICH
! Roger and Carole Heinrich have 
returned to Aberdeen, Washington for yet 
another year of work with the school there." 
Their visit home was all too short."  Those 
that came to the Mascoutah Homecoming 
will remember Roger all decked out in his 
new kilt outfit. Maybe you might prefer not 
to remember."  Anyway, they will be home 
next for Christmas break.

DAVID HAMMERS
! Our good friend David Hammers is  
making preparations to possibly move way 
north to Montana to escape Illinois."  If you 
haven't talked with Davey in awhile, better 
make those calls soon.

JUDY STAREK
Judy Starek continues making a slow but 
steady recovery."  She has  been cleared to 
put full weight on her leg with the break, 
but must still use assistance and limit her 
activities.

If you have news of anyone in the camp, 
please forward it to Gale Red to be shared 
with the camp.

  ADJUTANT GALE RED

TIME TO KILL AND A TIME TO HEAL
! The deadliest weapon of the Civil War 
was one that nobody could see, killing two 
soldiers  for every one felled by gunfire."  The 
extraordinary casualties caused by that 
invisible killer, disease;  the 
conventional weapons  used to 
c rea t e s l augh te r on an 
unprecedented scale;  horrific 
injuries suf fered on the 
battlefield;  and the heroic 
efforts of medical personnel to 
treat soldiers on both sides are 
described in detail in “To Kill 
and to Heal:"  Weapons  and 
Medicine of the Civil War,” a 
new exhibit at the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Museum 
in Springfield.
# This Civil War 150th anniversary 
exhibit runs through 2013 and features 
original images and artifacts from 
collections around the world. Visitors  can 
see an original Civil War hospital flag;  a 
field stretcher;  a door used as  a surgical 
table;  original weapons;  a tree trunk from 
the Battle of Chickamauga with an 
embedded artillery shell;  various medical 
and surgical tools, including an amputation 
kit;  a crude leg prosthesis;  a drum carried 
by a wounded soldier;  and original letters, 
journals, drawings, clinical photographs 
and medical records.

The Lincoln Museum is not camera 
friendly, so I  had to sneak a few iPhone 
camera pictures. (more photos in the 
Expanded Edition)

   JOHN FULTON

News from around the camp

Boys in Blue at the Lincoln Library

Boys in Blue at the Lincoln Library

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Chickamauga
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Chickamauga
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The members and friends of the 
Lt. George E. Dixon Camp # 1962, 
S.C.V., conducted their monthly 
Muster at 1830 hours on 2 August 
2012 at the SWIC PSOP Center, 201 
North Church Street, Belleville, IL, 
this  being the 8th Muster of the year 
2012. 

CALL TO ORDER: Commander 
Mark Morgan called the meeting to 
order. 

INVOCATION: Chaplain Johnny 
Kicklighter provided the invocation. 

PRESENTATION OF THE 
COLORS: The Colors were properly 
displayed and presented by the Honor 
Guard under the leadership of the Sgt. 
of Arms. All in attendance recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States and the salute to the 
Confederate Flag. 

COMMANDERíS WELCOME: 
Commander Mark Morgan welcomed 
the Campís members and friends. 
Mark greeted Joe Winkelmann who 
accompanied the guest speaker, 
Richard Keppner.  James Conn had 
most of  his family present.

SWEARING IN: Christopher 
John Frey, ancestor: Pvt. John Thomas 
Conn, Jr., Co. B. 41st GA Inf.

ROLL CALL: Those present 
included: Janice & Bill Beasley, Joe 
Starek,  Walter Hall, Harris & Lois 
Young, Bill Boyd, Charles  Sheeler, 
Tom  Sheeler, Phil Tate, Stephen 
Wheat, Ron Doran, Ron Lakin, Mike 
Maurer, Julie & Brandon Baker with 
children, Helen & Billy Altman, Jo 
A n n a n d J . C . G i d e o n ,  J o e 
Winkelmann, Rich Keppner,  John 
Massey, Dale Rice, Earl Armstrong, 
Mark Morgan, Bob Hardy, Gale Red, 
John Fulton, Johnny Kicklighter, Jim & 
Kathy Conn, Chris Frey and his 
mother, and Chris Rutledge.

FORMAL PRESENTATION: 
! Mr. Richard Keppner gave a 
presentation on “The Other Jeff 
Davis: Union General Jefferson C. 
Davis.” Richard is a member of the 
Tri-states  Civil War Roundtable 
located in Quincy.  He was  born and 
raised in Quincy and spent most of his 
career in Arizona as a teacher then as 
a police officer.  He returned home to 
Quincy in 2007.  Richardís  great 
g randfather was John Jackson 
Browning who served three years 
(1861-1864)  with the Union in the IL 
28th Vol Infantry.  John Browning 
mustered out in August 1864 but 
reenlisted in October of the same year 
with the 32nd IL Infantry as a paid 
substitute until the end of  the war. 

Brigadier General Jefferson C 
Davis, was born in Clark County,  Ind., 

March 2, 1828, was educated at the 
county academy, and,  at the age of 
eighteen, enlisted for service in the 
Mexican War. In 1858 he was  placed 
in charge of the garrison at Fort 
Sumter.   He commanded a division at 
the battle of Pea Ridge and took part 
in the battle of Shiloh and the siege of 
Corinth. Later he was assigned to the 
Army of the Tennessee and met 
Louisville Gen. William  Nelson, his 
superior officer, from whom he 
claimed to have had harsh treatment.  
In a quarrel he shot and killed Nelson. 
Gen. Davis was arrested, but was not 
tried, and was soon afterwards 
assigned to duty in Covington, Ky. He 
commanded a division forming a part 
of McCook's right wing at the battle of 
Stone's  River.  In 1864 he commanded 
the 14th corps of Sherman's  army in 
the Atlanta campaign and in the 
march through Georgia.

MINUTES: The July minutes 
were approved by voice vote with one 
correction noted below.  Motion to 
accept by James Conn and seconded 
by Ron Doran.  Motioned carried. 
Cor rec t ion : In the parag raph 
regard ing the presentat ion at 
Smithton, correct the typo on the 
name of  Paris Young to Harris Young. 

FINANCIAL REPORT: We have 
$4,819 in the checkbook but still owe 
approximately $1,800 to SCV HQ for 
dues. That would give us  a running 
balance of $3,019.  Billy Altman 

Minutes of  the Dixon Camp
AUGUST 2, 2012



THE DIXON BLUE LIGHT NEWSTHE DIXON BLUE LIGHT NEWS PAGE5

The Dixon Blue Light News, 40 Christine Dr., Belleville, Illinois 62221   |  618-767-6778   |  scvcamp1962.org

motioned to approve and James Conn 
gave the second.  Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS: None.  

OLD BUSINESS: The camp 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e S m i t h t o n 
homecoming. Both the Hector and 
Dixon camp provided the honor guard 
for the parade.  There was little activity 
by visitors at the encampment. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

The Mascoutah homecoming will 
be this weekend with the parade at 
5PM on Saturday. Joe Starek stated the 
mayor wanted to provide 4 military 
units next year. Joe also gave an update 
on Judy.  Her leg is healing and she 

learning to walk again. John Gideon 
was appointed as Sgt. of Squad Four. 
Gale Red announced that military 
members who served on active duty in 
a war zone during a military conflict 
are entitled to the SCV War Service 
Medal;  Gale would like to submit 
applications  as a group for those who 
qualify and have a medal presentation 
at a camp meeting with dignitaries 
present and newspaper coverage. Also 
discussed was the act of congress that 
permits veterans to salute flag during 
the National Anthem  instead of 
placing ones hand on their heart. James 
Conn thanked everyone for their 
prayers for being cancer free. 

(Upcoming events: See page 9.)

R E F R E S H M E N T S : T h e 
refreshments were furnished by Janice 
& Bill Beasley.  Gale & Sharon Red will 
provide refreshments in September.

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, 
September 12, August,  6:30 pm, same 
location.  Gale Red will be the featured 
speaker on the subject The Real 
Confederate Air Force (Balloon Corps).

BENEDICTION: Chap la in 
Johnny Kicklighter provided the 
benediction.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting 
adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Minutes of  the Dixon Camp
AUGUST 2, 2012

Christopher John Frey was sworn in as our youngest member. Christopher John Frey
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Commander’s Dispatch
Sept 2012
 
Compatriots – 
 In late August 1862, following 

General Robert E. Lee’s convincing 
victory over Maj Gen John Pope at the 
Second Manassas, the general 
convinced President Jefferson Davis 
the time was right for a Confederate 
invasion of the north.  His intent was 
to remove Federal pressure on the 
young Confederate States of America 
( a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y, i t s c a p i t a l 
Richmond);  gain supplies from a to-
this-point-untouched part of the 
continent;  and to wreck Northern 
morale, leaving the Unionists “much 
weakened and demoralized.”   

In addition, President Davis, 
General Lee and other Southern 
leaders  felt the arrival of the 
Confederate army would bring 
Maryland into the Confederacy while 
placing the cities  of Washington DC 
and Baltimore under direct southern 
threat.  

Lee’s 55,000-man-strong Army of 
Northern Virginia, organized into two 
corps under Major Generals James 
Longstreet and Thomas  J. Jackson, 
crossed the Potomac River northbound 
on 5 September at Cheek’s  Ford and 
White’s  Ford. The Army of the 
Potomac, once again commanded by 
Maj Gen George B. McClellan, faced 
Lee with six corps  totaling about 
84,000 men, commanded by Major 

Generals  Joe Hooker, Edwin Sumner, 
Fitz John Porter, William Franklin, 
Ambrose Burnside and Joseph 
Mansfield.

The Souther ner s captured 
Frederick, Maryland first, on 9 
September. From there, Lee dispatched 
Longstreet up to Hagerstown, while 
Stonewall received orders to take the 
strategic rail crossing of the Potomac 
River at Harper’s Ferry,  along with a 
sizable Federal Arsenal.  Lee also 
hoped to capture or otherwise render 
ineffective several Union garrisons in 
the Shenandoah Valley.   The general 
planned on having this  phase of the 
operation completed by 12 September, 
with the majority of his army centered 
on Boonesboro, Maryland. 

Ah, but…Between the 4th and 6th 
McClellan dispatched his forces 
westward in three columns, thus 
providing cover for both the capital 
city and Baltimore.   On the 12th, 
McClellan arrived in Frederick, still 
not quite sure where the Army of 
Northern Virginia was  located (he 
wrote his wife, “For all I can gather, 
secesh is skeadadelling”).  

However, the following days men 
of the 27th Indiana found a copy of 
Lee’s famous  Special Orders No. 191, 
wrapped around three cigars  in a 
former Confederate camp.  The orders 
gave McClellan all of the details  of his 
opponent’s plans and he reacted 
accordingly.  About 19,000 men of the 
Fourth and Sixth Corps under 

Franklin marched to relieve Harper’s 
Ferry via Crampton’s Gap while the 
rest of the Army of the Potomac 
moved towards South Mountain with 
the intent of falling on the widely 
separated components of the Army of 
Northern Virginia. 

Once General Lee received word 
of the northern Army’s advance on 
South Mountain, he modified his 
plans, ordering Jackson and Maj Gen 
Lafayette McLaws to hurry up with 
the capture of Harper’s Ferry while 
ordering Maj Gen Daniel Harvey Hill 
to block Turner’s Gap.  On the 14th, 
McLaws - reinforced by Longstreet - 
managed to briefly stall the Union 
forces  on South Mountain through 
some sharp fighting, before retiring.  
Five miles  farther south, at Crampton’s 
Gap, the Yankees quickly swept 
through the southern defenders.  

On the evening of 14 September 
General Lee decided his Maryland 
Campaign had failed and made plans 
to withdraw to northern Virginia, by 
way of the town of Sharpsburg.  
However, upon receiving word of 
Jackson’s imminent capture of the 
Federal garrison and arsenal at 
Harper’s Ferry, General Lee decided to 
make a stand at Sharpsburg and put 
the men of Longstreet and DH Hill in 
positions along Antietam  Creek.   The 
next day, Harper’s Ferry fell to 
Stonewall Jackson, who immediately 
started two of his three divisions 
towards Lee;  concurrently,  McClellan 

THE  SOUTHERNERS CAPTURE FREDERICK, MARYLANDTHE  SOUTHERNERS CAPTURE FREDERICK, MARYLAND
COMMANDER’S DISPATCH ~ BY COMMANDER MARK MORGAN
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received word that Lee had halted at 
Sharpsburg.  

Following some initial skirmishes late 
on the 16th, the Battle of Sharpsburg/
Antietam  started at first light on the 
morning of 17 September.  McClellan fed 
his army into the fracas piecemeal,  resulting 
in three phases of the battle, starting on the 
left of Lee’s  line and then moving across the 
center to the right.  General Hooker’s initial 
violent collision with the Confederate left 
flank resulted in attacks and counterattacks, 
through the Cornfield, the East Woods, 
West Woods and the Sunken Road and 
around the Dunker Church.   

While the northerner’s  at tacks 
managed to bend and even break the 
Confederate line in the center, McClellan’s 
poorly executed tactics allowed General Lee 
to shift men from  one position to another, 
thus preserving his army.  

]Finally,  after almost a full day’s  worth 
of trying, General Ambrose Burnside’s 
division managed to finally cross a stone 
bridge on Lee’s right, cleared the ridge 
behind it and - after a two-hour delay - 
started rolling up the right flank of the 
Army of Northern Virginia.   Only the 
sudden arrival of Maj Gen Ambrose Powell 
Hill from Harpers Ferry saved the flank, 
with AP Hill’s men driving back Burnside’s 
now exhausted troops.  The Confederates 
held.  

The following morning, General Lee 
started moving his Army back across the 
Potomac River into Virginia.  In and 
around a few final skirmishes, General 
McClellan did what he always did: he 
proclaimed victory and also withdrew from 
the field, heading back in the general 
vicinity of Washington DC to rebuild his 
battered Army.   One attempt at pursuit of 
the retreating Confederates by units  of the 

Union V Corps  was furiously beaten back 
by AP Hill.  The battle, which constituted 
the single bloodiest day of the war with 
over 23,100 casualties  - 10,700 Southern 
and 12,400 Union - was over.  

    Five days later, on 23 September, 
Northern newspapers published President 
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation.  

~
The Dixon Camp is  now 

through the majority of its 
“field events” for the year, 
including the homecomings in 
Smithton, Mascoutah and 
Freeburg;  and the annual 
V i c t o r i a n F e s t i v a l i n 
Jerseyville.  While we still have 
a few gun shows left on the 
schedule plus  Homestead 
Harvest Days, 7-9 September 
in Highland, we’ l l s tart 
turning more of the camp’s 
attention other activities, chief among them 
January’s annual Lee-Jackson Birthday Ball.  

In the meantime, I’d like to thank 
everyone who made possible and/or 
participated in the events;  I’ll single out 
several stalwart members of the camp for 
particular thanks  at our next meeting.   Hold 
high the flag!

Respectfully, 
Mark Morgan, Commander

I’d like to thank 
everyone who made 

possible and/or 
participated in the 

events; I’ll single out 
several stalwart 
members of  the 

camp for particular 
thanks at our next 

meeting.  Hold high 
the flag!

Frederick Maryland
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St. Louis County Parks and Recreation 
sponsored a two day Civil War Symposium 
on August, 26 and 27, 2012. There were 
presentations on the Daily Life of a Civil  
We also had a tour of the Civil War in the 
West exhibit in the old Ordnance Room."

Adjutant Gale Red presented his 
program on the sinking of the C.S.  Hunley. 
Highlight of the afternoon was the lecture 
“A Death in the Family.” We were 
immersed in the mourning rituals  of the 
Nineteenth Century;  from  illness to burial, 
including embalming and funeral practices, 
mourning clothing and jewelry, post-
mortem photography and the rise of the 
spiritualist movement. (see photos in the 
expanded edition)

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

10-Sep Groover, Lonnie Edward

15-Sep Lakin, Ronald Joseph

16-Sep Moore, Dwight Alan

16-Sep Campen, Richard H., Sr.

16-Sep Warner, Ryan Forrest

26-Sep Boyd, William H.

30-Sep Booth, Samuel Calvin, Jr.

NOVIE FULD
! One of the best presentations given to 
our camp was by Novi Fuld. She spoke, in 
character, as  a member of the Ragland 
Family.  The Ragland’s owned the 
Surrender House in Appomattox, Virginia.

Novie Fuld died Sunday, August 19, 
2012.  Novie had battled cancer for over a 
year.

WHAT IS THE EXPANDED EDITION?
When we mail the Dixon 

Blue Light News to camp 
members we’re limited in the 
information we can give you. 

To hold costs down we 
can only print 10 pages  for 
each newsletter, but often we 
have much more to share with 
you. 

To make up for this we 
have created the Blue Light 
News  - Expanded Edition. 
Each month we send an email to our 
members. In the email is a picture of the 
newsletter. Click on the picture and the 
Expanded Edition will download. The 
Expanded Edition has news,  photos, and 
articles of interest that will not fit in the 10 
page mailer. It may take a few minutes  to 
download, based on your internet speed, 
but we’re sure you’ll like it. 

ALPHONS SHOOTS, DUTCH REBEL
# The newest member of our Knights of 
the Golden Circle is Alphons Shoots.  He is 
a very active re-enactor in Germany and is 
interested in learning more about the true 
history of the Civil War. You can read more 
about Alphons  and see photos  of Alphons, 
and his fellow re-enactors, in our Expanded 
Edition.

Novie Fuld died 
Sunday, August 19, 
2012. She was our 
speaker for the July 

Camp meeting.
Novie had battled 
cancer for over a 

year.

St. Louis County Civil War 
Symposium

Novi Fuld at the July meeting
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A Time to Kill and A Time to Heal
WEAPONS AND MEDICINE IN THE CIVIL WAR
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Reading online> 

St. Louis County Civil War Symposium
TWO DAYS OF LECTURE AND FELLOWSHIP AT JEFFERSON BARRACKS

Reading online> 

Reading online? Click here to see more photos

http://www.flickr.com//photos/civilwarfamily/sets/72157631242330918/show/
http://www.flickr.com//photos/civilwarfamily/sets/72157631242330918/show/
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I'm from The Netherlands but i live just 
across  the border in Germany now for 
the last 8 month or so. Re-enactment is 
big here in Europe. I'm  a gun owner 
and a Sass cowboy shooter. I am "very 
interested in the "real" history of the 
United States,and of  the Civil War.

I'm a Rebel. We put up camp at 
'Western' meetings and black powder 
shoots.

And with my self build chuck 
wagon we go to events and tell people 
how the old west really was.....

But the Civil War is what interest 
me the most. And we try to tell people 
what it was  all about, and that it was 
not just the union wanted to free the 
slaves...

I saw on your web site that there is 
much to learn, not only for Europeans 
but for the American public to.

So that's why i contacted you. And 
it would be an honor for me to be a 
Knight of the Golden Circle and 
support your cause.

  ALPHONS SHOOTS

Welcome to the “Dixon Wild 
Bunch!” We hope you keep in touch 
and share your adventures with us.

Alphons Shoots
A CONFEDERATE SOLDIER IN GERMANY
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Fall Calendar
SEPTEMBER 2012

Was the CSS Teaser the first aircraft carrier? The deck of  the CSS Teaser

Dixon Camp Meeting
Thursday, September 6, 2012

Adjutant Gale Red, “The Confederate Air Force”

Highland Harvest Days
September 7 - September 9, 2012

Confederate Memorial Ceremony
Fayette County (north of Vandalia) 

October 20, 2012

Vintage Base Ball
Veterans Day - November 11, 2012

Lee Jackson Ball -  Saturday Jan. 26th, 2013
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Mark Morgan
Commander

rangermk@sbcglobal.net

Gale Red
Adjutant

galered@yahoo.com
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John Fulton
Assistant Adjutant

john@civilwarfamily.us
618-767-6778
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Web Master
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Lt. George E. Dixon

OUR NEXT MEETING,  SEPTEMBER 6, 2012

The monthly meeting of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962, SCV will be held at 6:30 pm on Thursday 

evening  September 6, 2012. The meeting will be held at the SWIC Senior Citizen Center on the corner of East 
B  and North Church Streets, in Belleville. Parking is  available immediately across  the street from the building. The 

building is  located at 201 North Church, just three blocks east of North Illinois  on East B. To get to the 

auditorium where we will have the meeting, ask the gentleman at the desk what room we are in. If you have any 
questions, call Gale Red for directions at 618-622-8949.

Our guest speaker will be Adjutant Gale Red, “The Confederate Air Force” 

Contacts

Mark Morgan
Commander

rangermk@sbcglobal.net

Gale Red

Lt. George E. DixonLt. George E. Dixon Contacts

Mark Morgan
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rangermk@sbcglobal.net

Lt. George E. DixonLt. George E. Dixon

mailto:rangermk@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rangermk@sbcglobal.net
mailto:galered@yahoo.com
mailto:galered@yahoo.com
mailto:john@civilwarfamily.us
mailto:john@civilwarfamily.us
mailto:Johnnywkick@gmail.com
mailto:Johnnywkick@gmail.com



