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BLUE LIGHT NEWS
June 2012

A new look for the 
Dixon Blue Light 

News. Gale is taking 
a well deserved 

break from editorial 
duties. Details 

inside.

Dixon Camp Celebrates 
Memorial Day 2012
MAY WAS A BUSY MONTH 

FOR THE CAMP

THREE  EVENTS IN THREE DAYS
This Memorial Day weekend was one of the 
hottest on record. Many Americans  choose to 
stay home in air conditioned comfort. But not 
the Dixon Camp! We braved the heat and flew 
the flag at three events during the weekend.

Continued on Page 2

A NEW LOOK FOR THE BLUE LIGHT NEWS
If you were a Confederate soldier far from your 
family a letter from home was a most valued 
possession. If you were a commander in the 
field, dispatches from the front were invaluable 
intelligence. 

Continued on Page 4

COMMANDERS DISPATCH
One hundred and fifty years ago, the month of 
June 1862 proved both auspicious and 
contentious. In the young nation, battles and 
clashes took place from one end of the 
Confederacy to the other.

Continued on Page  7

The Dixon Camp 
remembers, while 

others stayed home.

scvcamp1962.org

THE VOICE OF THE

LT.  GEORGE E.  DIXON 
CAMP 1962S o n s  o f  t h e

C o n f e d e r a t e  V e t e r a n s

The ‘Wild Bunch’ at Smithton, Illinois.

Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery Mound City, Illinois

THE DIXON
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JEFFERSON BARRACKS 2012
   The Dixon Camp executed a rare “hat 
trick” this year, with personnel involved in 
three separate Memorial Day activities at 
three widely separated locations. 

A t t h e b i g a n n u a l S t L o u i s 
commemorative event, “Detachment JB” 
arrived early Monday morning to assist our 
compatriots from the Sterling Price Camp 
145 (St Louis)  and the Major James M. Utz 
Camp 1815 (Florissant) with the traditional 
placement of the battle flags on the graves 
of the national cemetery’s Confederates.   
The camp representatives including Dixon 
Camp Commander Mark Morgan and 2Lt 
Cdr Phil Tate then formed up near the 
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery 
visitors center and marched in the 
procession to the memorial circle for the 
annual salutes and speechifying.   

For whatever reason, overall attendance 
of the Jefferson Barracks event by the 
public seemed down this year, perhaps by as 
much as  one-third;  the weather forecast for 
heat and high humidity may have played a 
role.  However, those who did attend were 
enthusiastic, appreciative and reverent in 

response to the passage of the veterans and 
heritage groups. 

Mark Morgan

MOUND CITY 2012
The Dixon Camp traveled to Mound 

City, Illinois, on Saturday, MAy 26, 2012, to 
support The Spencer Price Camp. We were 
joined by the local chapter of the Sons of 
the American Revolution. Gale  and 
Sharon Red, Janice and Bill Beasly, Don 
Carnley and John Fulton placed the flags 
around the Confederate monument. There 
were a lot of empty seats,  and most of those 
attending left before our ceremony began. 
All who waited for our service were treated 
to a rousing canon salute from the 1st 
Illinois Battery D, Light Artillery. 

John Fulton

FOR WHATEVER 
REASON, 
OVERALL 

ATTENDANCE 
OF THE 

JEFFERSON 
BARRACKS 

EVENT BY THE 
PUBLIC SEEMED 

DOWN THIS 
YEAR, PERHAPS 
BY AS MUCH AS 

ONE-THIRD

The ‘Wild Bunch’ at the Alton Confederate Cemetery
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Confederate Cemetery
Alton, Illinois
May 19, 2012

Reading this on your computer?

Mound City Cemetery
Mound City, Illinois

May 26, 2012

Click here to see more photos

Veterans Memorial
Smithton, Illinois 

May 28, 2012

Watch Videos here

Memorial Day 2012
THANKS TO ALL WHO CAME OUT TO HONOR OUR FALLEN HEROES

http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/sets/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/sets/
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily/videos
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily/videos
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June Birthdays        
	   8 June - Walter Hall

15 June - Roger Heinrich
15 June - Judy Starek
20 June - Stephen Wilson
30 June - Chris Boyle

HAVE A HAPPY DIXIE 
BIRTHDAY!

ANNUL DUES REMINDER
Our annual renewals  are  due no later 

than the end of July.   Dues are $20 for 
Knights  and Ladies of the Golden Circle.  
For SCV Life Members  members  it is  just 
$20 dollars for their camp dues;  for all 
others it is $50 (including $20 for camp and 
$30 for national.) The checks should be 
made payable to the Lt. George E. Dixon 
Camp #1962, SCV and sent to

Gale Red
5 Hunters Point
O’Fallon, IL 62269

NEW LOOK FOR THE BLUE LIGHT NEWS
When Gale asked if I would take over 

the newsletter I was  surprised. We all know 
that the Dixon Blue Light News is  Gale’s 
heart, his soul and his voice. I was gratified 
that Gale would trust me with this project.  
I knew I had to build on a fine tradition. 
But how?

If you were a Confederate soldier far 
from your family, a letter from  home was  a 
most valued possession. If you were a 
commander in the field, dispatches  from the 
front were invaluable intelligence.

I wanted the new design to duplicate 
that experience of reading that letter from 
home, or learning news from the battlefield 
firsthand. Our compatriots  in the past were 
always looking for news to 
share with their brothers and 
sisters. My goal was to create a 
Nineteenth Century newsletter 
for a Twenty first Century 
audience. 

All the while,  I have to 
remember - first and foremost. 
This is your newsletter.  If 
there is  something I’ve left out, 
let me know. If there is a 
feature you’d like to see, let me 
know. 

From what I’ve seen in the last year, 
this  Camp knows how to have fun! The 
Blue Light should always be fun to read and 
a pleasure share with your friends. Thanks 
to all of  you!

John Fulton, Assistant Adjutant

FIRING RANGE
We have an opportunity to spend an 

afternoon on the range, firing period and 
reproduction muzzleloaders. If you have a 
rifle or pistol you would like to shot under 
safe, supervised conditions bring it out!  If 
you don’t own a weapon we will have some 
available for you to shoot. 

The range day is Saturday, June 16, 
2012 from noon until 4:00 P.M. Meet at 
Gale’s house no later than 11:30 A.M.

Please see the announcement on the  
last page.

News from around the Camp

Jefferson Barracks

HELP US STAY IN 
TOUCH!

If you’ve changed your 
address,  phone number or 
email information, please let 
us know.  Send corrections or 
update to Gale Red, at 

5 Hunter’s Point
O’Fallon, IL 62269
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PRAIRIE DU ROCHER MEMORIAL DAY 
EVENT:

Gale and Sharon Red, both in 
Civil War period attire, represented the 
Dixon Camp at the annual Prairie du 
Rocher Memorial Day event.  When 
first contacted, it was believed that 
t h e r e w e r e t h r e e i d e n t i fi e d 
Confederates  supposedly buried in the 
St. Josephs Cemetery.  However, upon 
closer research that was  found not to be 
the case.  Regardless,  they were invited 
to represent the Confederate veterans 
during the event.  So, they went and 
were war mly welcomed by the 
American Legion and the community.  
They were given a place of honor 
riding in a convertible in the parade 
and were introduced during the 
program.  The event was well attended 
and everyone had a great time.  Their 
participation has opened the doors to 
good relations  with the Prairie du 
Rocher community. 

ABOUT OUR MEMBERS:
Judy Starek is in the hospital in St. 

Louis  having had surgery to repair a 
complex fracture of her femur at the 
knee last Wednesday.  She has not been 
doing well, but is  supposed to be moved 
to a convalescent facility on Sunday, 
June 3rd to go through some 
rehabilitation before being able to go 
home.  She is  also suffering from a case 
of shingles as well,  but is doing well 
with that.   Please keep Judy in your 
thoughts and prayers.

Brian Kaess, our compatriot down 
in Mexico, has  asked for our prayers  for 
his on-going health issues.  He has a 
number of health issues which prevent 
him from significant activity.  So, please 
remember him as well.

Jim Conn had a cancerous  nodule 
removed from his leg above his left 
knee.  He will be going in to find out 
the prognosis and required treatment 
for the cancer.  Please keep Jim on your 
prayer list as well.

Jean Duffy, wife our Kevin Duffy, 
will be taking a trip out west to visit 
with Roger and Carole Heinrich before 
they come home the end of June for the 
summer.  We hope her visit there with 
them  will be a good one with a safe 
return.

Gale Red

 MINUTES OF THE SQUAD EAST MEETING 
ON MAY 21, 2012:

The meeting was  held at Anthony’s 
wild West Restaurant in Flora, IL, and 
was opened at 6:30 PM by Pat Booth.  
The opening prayer was given 
by Sam Booth,  and the pledge 
and salute was  led by Pat 
Booth.  Those attending 
included: Pat Booth, Sam 
Booth, Bob Marley, Vernon 
DeSe lms, Harvey Cash , 
Dennis Headlee, Gale Red, 
and John Fulton.  Under Old 
Business, Pat Booth led the 
discussion about when and 
how those available would set 
out grave flags on the 15 
Confederates  buried in Clay County.  It 
was decided that all available would 
meet at the restaurant for breakfast 
then go from there on Saturday 
morning, May 26th.   Vernon DeSelms 
discussed upcoming programs for the 
next several months when the squad 
resumes meetings  in September.   It has 
been decided the squad will take a two 
month break for the summer months as 
most have conflicting schedules  and not 

enough men will be available to make 
the meetings.  It was  also decided that 
everyone who is going to Fort Donelson 
for the field trip will meet at Mt. 
Vernon for breakfast at 6:30, then go 
from there together.  There being no 
further business, the time was  turned 
over to Gale Red who presented a 
power-point presentation of Col. 
William  P. Rogers of the 2nd Texas 
Infantry who was the “Hero of the 
Battle of Corinth”.   Following his 
presentation, Sam Booth gave the 
benediction and the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:30 PM.  The next 
regularly scheduled meeting of Squad 
East will be in September

Gale Red

Prairie du Rocher
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The meeting was called to order 
by former Sergeant-at-Arms Ron 
Doran at 6:30 PM.  The meeting was 
turned over to Commander Mark 
Morgan who welcomed all present. 
Gale Red gave the invocation, then Phil 
Tate led the Pledge and Salute.  

There were no inductions  at this 
meeting.  The minutes from  the 
previous meeting were approved 
without any changes required.   The 
financial report was accepted as 
presented.  

The roll call of those present was: 
Mark Morgan, Gale Red, Sharon Red, 
John Fulton,  Gene Smith, Joe Starek, 
Judy Starek, John Gideon, Bill Beasley, 
Janice Beasley, Harris Young, Lois 
Young, Walter Hall,  Dale Rice, 
Thomas Flynn, Phil Tate,  Ron Doran, 
and Stephen Wilson.  There were no 
Communications to be shared.  

Under Old Business, we had 
repor t s f rom severa l member s 
regarding the SWIC Civil War Day.   It 
was a very successful event, even 
though it was curtailed early for rain.  
Joe Starek and Bill Beasley reported on 
the reenactment at Prairie du Rocher 
from the 21st and 22nd of April, and 
mark Morgan provided a recap of the 
Il l inois  Division Convention in 
Springfield on April 21st. 

Bill Beasley asked for volunteers 
for the Gun-show on May 5th and 6th.   
Under New Business, Mark Morgan 
laid out the calendar of events for the 

next several months,  including the 
Alton Memorial on May 19th, the 
Mound City Memorial Day event on 
May 26th, the Jefferson Barracks 
Memorial on May 28th, the Smithton 
Memorial day event, and the Prairie du 
Rocher Memorial Day event.  

Squad east will be going to Fort 
Donelson on June 9th and has  invited 
anyone wanting to go to come along.  
Call Gale Red for further information. 
We will also be having a “Live-Fire 
Musket Shoot” on June 16th.  
More information and specifics 
will be available at the June 7th 
meeting.  

There being no further 
business or announcements,  we 
adjourned for refreshments 
furnished by Phil Tate and Mark 
Morgan. 

When refreshments were 
done, we reassembled to listen to 
Mark Morgan present his  program 
on “The Battle of Shiloh,  April 1862”.  
As always, Mark did a wonderful job.  

Following his program, Gale Red 
gave the benediction and the meeting 
was adjourned until the next meeting 
on June 7, 2012.

Minutes of  the Dixon Camp
MAY 3, 2012

Our web Site: scvcamp1962.org

Facebook
Web Site

Email
Twitter
SCV

Photos on Flickr
Videos on Vimeo

Reading on your computer? 
Click these links

Dixon Online
Be sure to visit our web site

http://www.scvcamp1962.org
http://www.scvcamp1962.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lt-George-E-Dixon-Camp-1962/142894782403063
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lt-George-E-Dixon-Camp-1962/142894782403063
http://www.scvcamp1962.org/
http://www.scvcamp1962.org/
mailto:scvcamp1962@gmail.com?subject=Dixon%20Blue%20Light%20News
mailto:scvcamp1962@gmail.com?subject=Dixon%20Blue%20Light%20News
https://twitter.com/scvcamp1962
https://twitter.com/scvcamp1962
http://www.scv.org/
http://www.scv.org/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily
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Compatriots – 
   One hundred and fifty years ago, the 

month of  June 1862 proved both auspicious  
and contentious.   

   As presented last month, the end of  
May witnessed a desperate fight on 
Virginia’s peninsula between the York and 
James Rivers.   Staged out of  Fort Monroe, 
the Union Army of  Maj Gen George 
McClellan was moving inexorably up the 
Peninsula, while the desperate Confederate 
defenders attempted an orderly fighting 
withdrawal.  Following the wounding of  
Gen Joe Johnston, Gen Robert E. Lee 
assumed command of  the Army of  
Northern Virginia.  In his first orders, he 
directed his men to dig in for the defense of 
Richmond while concurrently preparing for 
an offensive.  He also ordered his officers to 
improve the care of  their troops, including 
adequate food and rest, as those troops 
would soon be called upon to achieve great 
things. 

   Elsewhere in the young nation, 
battles and clashes took place from one end 
of  the Confederacy to the other.  On 6 June 
1862, near Harrisonburg, VA, Union 
soldiers of  the 1st New Jersey Cavalry and 
the 13th Pennsylvania Infantry fell upon the 
rear guard of  the army of  Maj Gen 
Thomas J. Jackson.  The Confederates – led 
by Col Turner Ashby, “Stonewall’s” cavalry 
commander – immediately 
counterattacked.   With his horse shot out 
from under him, Ashby pressed the assault 
on foot until he took a round through the 
heart.   Jackson subsequently wrote of  his 
“Knight of  the Valley,” “He fell gloriously.  
I know you will join with me in mourning 

the loss of  our friend, one of  the noblest 
men and soldiers in the Confederate 
Army.”

   Regrettably, the same day the 
Confederacy lost a major city out west, 
Memphis.  In the Battle of  Memphis, five 
Union ironclads under Flag Officer Charles 
Davis and four rams commanded by Col. 
Charles Ellet sank three defending 
Confederate gunboats and captured four 
others, with only one Confederate ship 
escaping.   Union troops subsequently 
occupied Memphis, opening the Mississippi 
River to northern traffic as far south as 
Vicksburg, MS. 

   However, over 8 and 9 June, the 
south’s fortunes turned with two victories in 
the Shenandoah Valley.  On the 8th, with 
General Jackson covering, Maj Gen Dick 
Ewell’s division hit Union forces under Maj 
Gen John C. Frémont at Cross Keys, 
Virginia.   The brigade of  Brig Gen Isaac 
Trimble did the initial damage, repelling an 
attempt by Frémont to flank the 
Confederate right.  Ewell then sent in the 
13th and 25th Virginia to clear Yankee 
artillery off  a ridge line on Trimble’s right; 
they succeeded and Trimble moved 
forward, pushing back the brigade of  Brig 
Gen Julius Stahel.  The collapse of  one side 
of  his line forced Frémont to pull the 
remainder of  his 15,000-man army back to 
better positions. 

   With Fremont stalled, “Stonewall” 
turned his attention to the other Union 
force operating in the area, roughly 10,000 
men under the command of  Brig Gen 
James Shields.  On 9 June, at Port Republic,  
Jackson’s troops hit the brigades of  Col 

Erastus Tyler and Col Samuel Carroll and 
despite heavy losses, managed to turn the 
northerner’s flank.  Tyler was forced to 
retreat and the Southerners piled on, joined 
by men from Ewell’s command at Cross 
Keys who burned the main bridge across 
the Shenandoah River after crossing it.  
When Frémont finally arrived, he was 
unable to cross the river and lend support to 
the battered Shields.  Jackson prepared for 
another attack but his Union opponent 
instead pulled his larger army out of  the 
vicinity, leaving full control of  the upper 
Shenandoah Valley to “Stonewall” and his 
soldiers.  

   Further south, on 16 June 1862, 
Union Brig Gen Henry Benham made a 
move on Charleston via James Island by 
moving the divisions of  Brig Gen Horatio 
G. Wright and Brig Gen Isaac I. Stevens to 
James Island to build trenches and other 
defenses.  However, at 5 AM, in direct 
violation of  Maj Gen David Hunter’s 
orders, Benham called for an attack on 
Confederate Fort Lamar. 

   The Yankees quickly overran the 
Confederate pickets and managed to get 
within about 200 yards of  a Southern 
fortification before the cannon opened up 
with grapeshot, chain, nails and glass. Men 
from the 8th Michigan, 7th Connecticut 
and the 28th Massachusetts made it to the 
walls and the 79th New York actually got 
on the parapet for hand-to-hand combat, 
but reinforcements from Fort Johnson 
finally blunted the attack.  Two more 
attacks endured similar results and at 9 AM 
Benham called his troops back; Hunt 
subsequently relieved Benham, who wound 

The South’s fortunes turn with two victories 
in the Shenandoah Valley.

COMMANDER’S DISPATCH ~ BY COMMANDER MARK MORGAN
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as lieutenant colonel in command of  an 
engineer brigade with the Army of  the 
Potomac. A total of  2000 Confederates 
held off  6600 Yankees, inflicting 107 KIA 
and 582 WIA in exchange for 204 
casualties.  

   The middle of  June brought several 
command changes for both sides.  On the 
17th, President Davis promoted Gen 
Braxton Bragg from corps command to 
overall command of  the Army of  
Mississippi, relieving Gen P.G.T. 
Beauregard.  Bragg’s forces later became 
the famous Army of  Tennessee, the other 
major Confederate field force of  the war.  
Beauregard, “The Hero of  Fort Sumter,” 
transferred east and once again assumed 
command of  the defenses of  Charleston.  

   On the Northern side and in 
response to the Union fiasco in the 
Shenandoah Valley, Gen Henry Wager 
Halleck promoted Maj Gen John Pope to 
command of  the Army of  Virginia.  This 
move put Pope over the two generals who 
had most recently come out on the short 
end of  “Stonewall’s” attention, Major 
Generals Nathaniel P. Banks and John C. 
Frémont.  While Banks’ forces continued to 
monitor the south end of  the Shenandoah 
Valley, Fremont refused to serve under the 
new commander and instead moved to 

New York.  He spent the rest of  the war 
waiting for a new assignment; it never 
came. 

    Finally, at the end of  the month, 
General Lee decided it was time to take the 
fight to McClellan on the Peninsula.  
Armed with outstanding information on the 
disposition of  the Yankee forces, gathered 
by his senior cavalry commander, Maj 
General J.E.B. Stuart during the latter 
officer’s famous ride around the Union 
army. 

    On 25 June, General left 25,000 
troops in the defense of  Richmond while 
ordering another 65,000 against 
McClellan’s right flank.  Thus began the 
famous “Seven Days Battles:” Oak Grove 
on 25 June, Mechanicsville on 26 June, 
Gaines’ Mill on 27 June, Garnett’s and 
Golding’s Farms, 27-28 June, and Savage’s 
Station on 29 June.   

   At Oak Grove, McClellan’s III 
Corps under Maj Gen Samuel P. 
Hentzelman  nearly managed to get his 
largest artillery within range of  Richmond 
but was repulsed by the division of  Maj 
Gen Benjamin Huger.  At Mechanicsville/
Beaver Dam Creek, the Union troops 
managed to withstand several assaults but 
were still forced to pull back to Boatswain 
Creek near Gaines’ Mill.  There, Lee’s 

Army of  Northern Virginia continued 
pounding McClellan’s right, sending 57,000 
men in six divisions against Brig Gen Fitz 
John Porter’s 34,000-strong V Corps.  
Despite sustaining incredible casualties, the 
Southerners managed to break Porter’s line 
and the Federals pulled back behind the 
Chickahominy River. 

   After three days of  sustained combat 
and heavy losses, Maj Gen McClellan 
decided to end his attempt on Richmond 
and began to pull his army back to the 
James River.  The last battles at Garnett’s 
and Golding’s Farms and Savage’s Station 
constituted holding actions, with the Union 
commanders desperately trying to get their 
battered troops back to Hampton and 
safety. 

Respectfully, 
Mark Morgan, Commander

Battle of  Cross Keys General Richard S. Ewell
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Summer Calendar
JUNE AND JULY 2012

Veterans Memorial, Smithton, Illinois Gene Smith. Smithton, Il

Thursday, June 7, 2012, Dixon Camp Meeting, SWIC PSOP, 6:30 – 8:30 pm.

Saturday, June 16, 2012, field trip to Fort Donelson with Squad East members (an all-day trip)

Saturday, June 16, 2012, outing to firing range to shoot period arms

Saturday, June 23, 2012, Belleville Gun Show
Sunday, June 24, 2012, Belleville Gun Show

Saturday, July 28, 2012, Smithton Homecoming
Sunday, July 29, 2012, Smithton Homecoming

SMITHTON MEMORIAL DAY
Compatriot Gene Smith, Commander of Smithton’s American Legion Post invited the Camp to participate in the 

village’s  Memorial Day Celebration on May 27, 2012. Billy Altman, Helen Altman, Phil Tate,  John Fulton, Ron Lakin, 
Bill Beasley, Janice Beasley, John Gideon, John Merritt, and  Mark Morgan were joined by members of the 3rd Illinois 
Volunteer Cavalry.  The program featured the dedication of the new Veterans Memorial and the M109 self-propelled 
155 mm howitzer. The Legion Post and Camp members performed the rifle salute, while canons roared in the distance.
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Mark Morgan
Commander

rangermk@sbcglobal.net

Gale Red
Adjutant

galered@yahoo.com
618-622-8949

John Fulton
Assistant Adjutant

john@civilwarfamily.us
618-767-6778

Johnny Kicklighter 
Web Master

Johnnywkick@gmail.com

THE VOICE OF THELT.  GEORGE E.  DIXON CAMP 1962S o n s  o f  t h eC o n f e d e r a t e  V e t e r a n s

Lt. George E. Dixon

OUR NEXT MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962, SCV will be held at 6:30 pm on Thursday 

evening  June 7, 2012. The meeting will be held at the SWIC Senior Citizen Center on the corner of East B and 
North Church Streets, in Belleville. Parking is  available immediately across  the street from the building. The 

building is  located at 201 North Church, just three blocks east of North Illinois  on East B. To get to the 

auditorium where we will have the meeting, ask the gentleman at the desk what room we are in. If you have any 
questions, call Gale Red for directions at 618-622-8949.

Our speaker will be John Fulton who will present a class  on basic muzzleloading, history, safety and firing 

techniques, in preparation for our range day on June 16, 2012
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