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Fall 2012,
Vintage Base Ball 

comes to Smithton, 
Illinois. 

Squad East 
Attacks Fort Donelson

JUNE WAS HOT, DRY AND FUN

GUN-SMOKE FILLED THE AIR
We had the opportunity to meet at a local 
range on June 16, 2012. The afternoon began 
with a lecture on range rules and firearm  safety, 
in the wonderfully air conditioned range house. 
Then we went out into the record June heat to 
learn to load and fire a variety of  weapons.

Continued on Page 2

SQUAD EAST ATTACKS FORT DONELSON
150 years after the surrender of Fort Donelson, 
Squad East returned to reclaim  the town of 
Dover, Tennessee, for the Confederacy.

Continued on Page 3

JULY 4TH DURING THE CIVIL WAR
We are happy to see many proofs in our 
Confederate exchanges, that the 4th of July will 
be generally observed throughout the Southern 
Confederacy

Continued on Page  8

Black Powder, 
Musket Caps, and 

Minie Balls

scvcamp1962.org
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Squad East visits Fort Donelson, Tennessee.

Billy Altman’s Revolving Rifle. July 4th 1861

THE DIXON
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OUR FIRST RANGE DAY
Firearms have played a key role in 

preserving our rights. From  1776 to the 21st 
Century America’s Citizen Soldiers have 
taken arms in defense of the things we hold 
dear.  Like our ancestors, the members of 
the Dixon Camp have a keen interest in 
weapons. Unlike our ancestors we don’t 
have the need to take up arms to defend our 
families, we rarely get the chance to shoot 
these guns at all, even if  only for fun.

That’s just what we did on a recent 
Saturday. We had the opportunity to meet 
at a local range on June 16, 2012. The 
afternoon began with a lecture on range 
rules  and firearm safety, in the wonderfully 
air conditioned range house. Then we went 
out into the record June heat to learn to 
load and fire a variety of  weapons.

We learned that Black Powder must be 
carefully measured, by volume, before being 
poured down the barrel. Minie Balls  and 
Patched Round Balls  are driven down the 
barrel and seated firmly on the charge. The 
rifles  were not primed until the shooters 
were on the firing line.  Positions were taken 
on the line;  rifles to the shoulder, eyes on 

the sights and the command was given. 
Ready! Aim! FIRE!

Tr a d i t i o n a l M o u n t a i n R i fl e s , 
Springfields, Enfields, Zouaves and even 
modern in-line muzzleloaders were put to 
the test.  Billy Altman brought his 
fascinating revolving rifle and Janice Beasley 
showed-off her gunfighting skills with her 
Cowboy Guns. 

The day ended with a lecture on 
cleaning and care of these weapons,  so they 
will always be ready for the next range day

 Thanks to Billy Altman and Joe Starek 
for accepting the role of Range Safety 
Officer for the day. 

The Dixon Sharpshooters were: 
Billy Altman, Bill Beasley,  Janice Beasley, 
John Fulton, Chris  Rutledge, Joe Lakin, 
Ron Lakin, John Merritt, Joe Starek, Gale 
Red, Phil Tate and Stephen Wilson.

 John Fulton, Assistant Adjutant

FIREARMS  
HAVE PLAYED    

A KEY ROLE IN 
PRESERVING 
OUR RIGHTS. 
FROM 1776 TO 

THE 21ST. 
CENTURY.

The Dixon “Sharpshooters” learned firearm safety and  basic shooting skills on the range.
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"Fort Donelson will hereafter be 
marked in Capitals on the maps 

of  our United Country..."

 Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant was  
becoming quite famous  as he wrote these 
words fo l lowing the sur render o f 
Confederate Fort Donelson on Sunday, 
February 16, 1862. The Union victory at 
Fort Donelson elated the North, and 
stunned the South. Within days of the 
surrender, Clarksville and Nashville would 
fall into Union hands. Grant and his  troops 
had created a pathway to victory for the 
Union.

150 years after the surrender of Fort 
Donelson, Squad East returned to reclaim 
the town of Dover, Tennessee, on Saturday, 
June 9, 2012.

Beginning with a view of the river 
overlooking the site of the former Fort 
Henry, the Squad moved to Fort Donelson, 

the battlefields in town and finally the 
Surrender House along the river. 

Local historian, John Walsh, shared his 
knowledge of the battle and served as tour 
guide for the day.

John’s  presentation was especially vivid 
as  he described the gunboats arrayed on the 
river the morning of  the battle

Our day ended with a stop at Pattie’s 
1880 Settlement at Grand Rivers. After a 
dinner of two inch thick pork chops  and 
massive baked potatoes it was time to head 
home.

Squad East’s muster: 
Harvey Cash, John Walsh, Robert Marley, 
Dennis Headlee, Gale Red, Roy Dent, 
Vernin DeSelms, John Weatherford, Bob 
Bailey, Walter Hall;  along with his  daughter 
April,  and his grandson Zach,  and John 
Fulton

 John Fulton, Assistant Adjutant

"No terms except an 
unconditional and 

immediate 
surrender can be 

accepted."

Left to Right: Harvey Cash, John Walsh, Robert Marley, Dennis Headlee, Gale Red, Roy Dent, Vernin DeSelms,  John Weatherford, 
Bob Bailey, and Walter Hall

John Walsh

SQUAD EAST ATTACKS 
FORT DONELSON
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Fort Donelson Battlefield
Dover, Tn.

June 9, 2012

Reading this on your computer?

Fort Donelson Relics
Dover, TN.
June 9, 2012

Click here to see more photos

Range Day
O’Fallon, IL.
June 16, 2012

Watch Videos here

June 2012
HOT AND DRY AND FULL OF FUN!

http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/sets/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/sets/
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily/videos
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily/videos


 THE DIXON BLUE LIGHT NEWS!  PAGE5

The Dixon Blue Light News, 40 Christine Dr., Belleville, Illinois 62221   |  618-767-6778   |  scvcamp1962.org

VINTAGE BASE BALL
Vintage Base Ball is base ball (yes, it 

was spelled two words prior to the 1880s) 
played by the rules and customs of the 19th 
Century. The players (sometimes called 
ballists)  wear period reproduction uniforms, 
either with long trouser and shield shirt, or 
a later style lace shirt and knickers. They 
recreate the game based on rules and 
research of the various  decades of the mid-
to-late nineteenth century.  The playing of 
vintage base ball can be seen at open-air 
museums, tournament re-enactments and 
city parks. It is played on both open grass 
fields and modern baseball diamonds. 
Spectators may consider vintage base ball to 
be a new sport, however, some clubs have 
been in existence since the 1980s. Vintage 
base ball is  a reflection of how baseball 
existed at an earlier time.

A Vintage Base Ball game is being 
planned for Smithton in the Fall of 2012. 
We have been invited to participate. We 
have been asked to attend in uniform to add 
to the period impression of the game. Looks 
like a lot of fun. Details will be announced 
later.

TWO NEW MEMBERS
Two new members were admitted into 

the camp at the June 7, 2012 meeting. 
Please welcome Lady Kelly Calhoun, who 
may be a descendent of John C. Calhoun. 
Kelly visited our Camp during the Civil 
War L iv ing Hi s to r y Day he ld a t 
Southwestern Illinois College in early May.

Also joining is Steve Wheat. Steve is a 
long time friend of the Camp and is joining 

as  a Knight of the Golden Circle. He’s 
working to document a Confederate 
Ancestor with the goal of becoming a full 
member of  the Camp.

ANOTHER CEMETERY 
ADVENTURE

On June 13th John Fulton 
and Gale Red went off on an 
adventure to the Coulterville 
City Cemetery in search of 
the graves of several men who 
were reportedly Confederate 
soldiers.   According to various 
sources, primarily the IL 
Adjutant General’s  Roll of 
Honor, there are supposed to 
be seven men from  various Southern states 
buried there.   After an extensive search 
around the cemetery,  only one grave was 
found, that being the grave of James Dickey 
White whose marker is in very good 
condition.   We still have not been able to 
establish what regiment he served with but 
think it was  likely a Missouri unit. The older 
section of the cemetery where the others 
were most likely buried is  in very poor 
condition with the majority of the stones  no 
longer there or buried.  Our discussion with 
the good people at City Hall also failed to 
find the others as the records for that 
section are no longer available. It is likely 
we may never be able to find their graves to 
properly mark them. And, so, the search 
goes on as we try, often in vain, to find our 
“lost” veterans to do them honor.   More 
adventures lie ahead.

Gale Red

News from around the Camp

Lady Kelly Calhoun and Knight Steve Wheat

Facebook
Web Site

Email
Twitter
SCV

Photos on Flickr
Videos on Vimeo

Reading on your computer? 
Click these links

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lt-George-E-Dixon-Camp-1962/142894782403063
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lt-George-E-Dixon-Camp-1962/142894782403063
http://www.scvcamp1962.org/
http://www.scvcamp1962.org/
mailto:scvcamp1962@gmail.com?subject=Dixon%20Blue%20Light%20News
mailto:scvcamp1962@gmail.com?subject=Dixon%20Blue%20Light%20News
https://twitter.com/scvcamp1962
https://twitter.com/scvcamp1962
http://www.scv.org/
http://www.scv.org/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily
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NEWS ABOUT OUR MEMBERS
Judy Starek remains in the Memorial 

Rehab Care Center where she is recovering 
from her very serious broken femur and a 
variety of other issues.   She appears  to be 
doing well, and is in generally good spirits.  
She is undergoing rehab and further 
treatments that will likely require she 
remain there for at least another month.  
She really appreciates the cards, visits and 
prayers of  everyone.

Jim Conn  underwent surgery recently 
to remove a suspicious growth in his leg.  
The surgery was done on an outpatient 
basis  and he was able to go home to recover 
there. The doctors seem confident that he is 
cancer free, but recommend he undergo 
radiation treatments as  a precaution.   Jim 
appreciates  the thoughts and prayers  of the 
camp. 

Mark Morgan  made a cross-country 
trek to join with his brother and sister in 
helping to close out their mother's  home in 
Washington so she could move closer to 
them  in St.  Louis. Upon her arrival here, 
she was taken to the emergency room with 
serious issues.   Meanwhile, Mark and Rick 
drove back across country arriving here late 
Tuesday evening.   Between trying to catch 
up on over a week's worth of missed work 
and on-going health concerns with his 
mother, Mark will not be able to get the 
regular column out this month. He asks for 
your understanding and prayers  for his 
mother.  

April (Walter Hall’s  daughter). Last Sunday 
afternoon my daughter April became ill.  
We took her to St. Louis  University 
Hospital Emergency Department.   She was 
diagnosed with a 4 centimeter 
(approx 2 inch) tumor in the 
center o f her brain.On 
Tuesday the neurosurgeons 
operated and removed the 
tumor.   Apparently they got it 
all.

We a re n ow i n t h e 
recovery phase, and this may 
t a k e q u i t e s o m e t i m e .  
Although she has some feeling 
in her right arms and leg, she 
cannot move either.   Her 
speech is also affected.   Needless  to say, she 
is  very frustrated at being unable to 
communicate with anyone.

The prayers of everyone are urgently 
needed to help recovery. Not just for a few 
days, but for the coming weeks and months.

Walter L. Hall

JULY BIRTHDAYS        
	   2 - Sharon Red

  4  - Bob Marley
  6 - Dutch Holland
14 - Ron Doran & Ed Moore
18 - Bob Hardy

 18 - James Benedict
26 - Linda Halemeyer
27 - Phil Hannan

	 29  - Gale Red 

HAVE A HAPPY DIXIE 
BIRTHDAY!

WITH THE 
SEVERE HEAT, 

PLEASE BE SURE 
TO CHECK ON 
OUR MEMBERS 
REGULARLY TO 

INSURE THEY 
ARE SAFE.  

WE ARE OUR 
BROTHERS 
KEEPERS!

News from around the camp

Vintage Base Ball is coming to Smithton
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 The members and friends  of the Lt. 
George E. Dixon Camp # 1962, S.C.V., 
conducted their monthly Muster at 1830 
hours on 7 June 2012 at the SWIC PSOP 
Center, 201 North Church Street, 
Belleville,  IL, this being the 6th Muster of 
the year 2012. 

CALL TO ORDER: Commander Mark 
Morgan called the meeting to order. 

C O M M A N D E R ’ S W E L C O M E : 
Commander Mark Morgan welcomed the 
Camp’s members and friends. 

INVOCATION: Chapla in Johnny 
Kicklighter provided the invocation. 

PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS: 
The Colors  were properly displayed and 
stationary in the room so no presentation 
ceremony was conducted;  all in attendance 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
of the United States  and the salute to the 
Confederate Flag. 

SWEARING IN: Two new members  were 
sworn:  Kelly Calhoun into the Ladies of 
the Golden Circle,  and Steve Wheat into 
the Knights of  the Golden Circle.

ROLL CALL: Those present included: 
Billy & Helen Altman, Johnny Kicklighter, 
Mark Morgan, Joe Starek, J.C. Gideon, 
Janice & Bill Beasley, Kelly Calhoun, 
Walter Hall,  Harris  & Lois  Young, Ralph 
Oelschlager,  Bill Boyd,  John Merritt, Dale 
K. Rice, Charles  Sheeler, Tom Sheeler, 
Dwight Moore, Phil Tate,  Steve Wheat, 
Ron Doran, Mike Mauer, Stephen Wilson, 
John Fulton

MINUTES: The May minutes  were 
approved by voice vote with a motion to 
accept by Joe Starek and seconded by Billy 
Altman.

FINANCIAL REPORT: No changes  from 
May’s  financial report. Ron Doran made a 
motion to accept which was  seconded by 
Bill Beasley.  Approved.

COMMUNICATIONS: Joe Starek spoke 
o f t h e S m i t h t o n M e m o r i a l D a y 
celebration.  He received an email from the 
director of the event,  Dr. Garry Ladd 
thanking both the Dixon and Hecker 
camps  for their participation. Joe thanked 
Steve Wheat for arranging  the Union 
contingent.  Joe gave an update on Judy 
who broke her leg at the kneecap on 26 
May.  She is  recovering  from surgery at the 
Belleville Memorial convalescent center. 
We also received an email from Gene 
Smith of American Legion at  Smithton 
thanking us  for participating  in the 
Memorial Day dedication.  

OLD BUSINESS: Our camp participated 
on Memorial Day weekend in three major 
events.  Gale Red spoke of the Prairie du 
Rocher event.  Mark Morgan gave a report 
on Jefferson Barracks,  and Gale Red 
detailed the Alton Cemetery dedication.  
Gale requested input from those attending 
on what they like to see or do different at 
future events.  John Fulton gave a report on 
the Mound City National Cemetery 
dedication which occurred on 26 May.

NEW BUSINESS:  
Upcoming events:
-	 June 9 - Squad East trip to Fort 
Donaldson, Kentucky

-	 June 16 - Firing Range
-	 June 23-24 - Gun Show
- July 27-28 – Smithton Homecoming  
with parade on 28 July
- A u g u s t 3 - 5 – M a s c o u t a h 
Homecoming
- A u g u s t 1 8 - 1 9 – F r e e b u r g  
Homecoming
- September 1-3rd – Jerseyvi l le 
Reenactment
-	 No meetings  at Squad East until 
September

Joe Starek stated that Civil War Baseball is 
played at the Moose Lodge in Belleville. 
Steve Wheat invited members of the camp 
to come in uniform and watch a game yet 
to be scheduled in Smithton. Joe and Steve 
will work out the details  and report back to 
the camp.

John and Gale spoke of possibility of 
getting Dixon Camp T-shirts made as  a 
fund raiser. Gale requested members  offer 
up ideas on possible designs.

REFRESHMENTS: The refreshments 
were furnished by the Altmans  and Mark 
Morgan.
FORMAL PRESENTATION:  Deputy 
Adjutant John Fulton made a presentation 
on range policies  and procedures. Muzzle 
loading, black powder, and safety was 
highlighted. He will be conducting a class 
at the O’Fallon firing range,  June 16, 
12PM to 4PM, Saturday.
NEXT MEETING: July 12, 6:30 pm, 
same location.
BENEDICTION: Chaplain Johnny 
Kicklighter provided the benediction.
A D J O U R N M E N T: T h e m e e t i n g 
adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Minutes of  the Dixon Camp
JUNE  7, 2012
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We are happy to see many proofs in 
our Confederate exchanges, that the 
4th of July will be generally observed 
throughout the Southern Confederacy.

We are glad of this because of the 
associations of the day itself,  and of the 
grand event of which it is the 
anniversary. Let us never forget that 
when our fathers were oppressed, and 
when expostulation and remonstrance 
and warning proved vain, they 
manfully assumed a separate existence, 
and boldly drew their trusty swords to 
make their independence good. It is 
well for their sons ever and anon to 
read the bright record anew, and drink 
in the spirit of those virtuous  and 
heroic days.

We are glad for another reason. 
The deed which this day we celebrate, 
is  a glorious and inspiring endorsement 
of the present attitude of the 
Confederate States. We, too, have been 
wronged and insulted, and we too have 
exhausted the cup of patience and 
drawn the sword of self-defence. We 
too have taken our separate and equal 
station among the nations of the earth. 
Thank Heaven, that thus far at least, 
the sons have proven worthy of their 
sires! Thank Heaven that in the 
southern men of this generation have 
been found the manliness  and the love 
of l iberty that shone in their 
revolutionary fathers.  It only remains 
for us to prove the legitimacy of our 
descent by heroism and prowess in the 

field. And right nobly are our gallant 
soldiers  furnishing the shinning 
evidence. Fairfax and Bethel, Vienna 
and Martinsburg, and Aquia,—these 
are among the spots already handed 
over to history and to fame. And thrice 
glorious  Sumter!—never let us forget 
that leading achievement of what we 
trust shall prove an illustrious line.

July 4th during the Civil War
THE DAILY RICHMOND ENQUIRER, JULY 4, 1861

Thank Heaven that in the southern men of  this generation have been found the manliness and the love of  liberty. An old veteran celebrates
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Summer Calendar
JULY AND AUGUST 2012

36 pound guns defend Fort Donelson, Tennessee, June 9, 2012 Southern Pride in Dover, Tennessee

Thursday, July 12, 2012, Camp Meeting at PSOP

Saturday, July 28, 2012, Smithton Homecoming
(We march in the Parade on the 28th)

Sunday, July 29, 2012, Smithton Homecoming

- Friday, August 3, 2012, Mascoutah Homecoming 
Friday, August 4, 2012, Mascoutah Homecoming 

(We march in the parade on the 4th.)
Sunday, August 5, 2012, Mascoutah Homecoming

Saturday, August 18, 2012, Freeburg Homecoming 
(We march in the parade on the 18th.)

Sunday, August 19, 2012, Freeburg Homecoming
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Contacts

Mark Morgan
Commander

rangermk@sbcglobal.net

Gale Red
Adjutant

galered@yahoo.com
618-622-8949

John Fulton
Assistant Adjutant

john@civilwarfamily.us
618-767-6778

Johnny Kicklighter 
Web Master

Johnnywkick@gmail.com
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Lt. George E. Dixon

OUR NEXT MEETING,  JULY 12, 2012

The monthly meeting of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962, SCV will be held at 6:30 pm on Thursday 

evening  July 12, 2012. The meeting will be held at the SWIC Senior Citizen Center on the corner of East B  and 
North Church Streets, in Belleville. Parking is  available immediately across  the street from the building. The 

building is  located at 201 North Church, just three blocks east of North Illinois  on East B. To get to the 

auditorium where we will have the meeting, ask the gentleman at the desk what room we are in. If you have any 
questions, call Gale Red for directions at 618-622-8949.

Our guest speaker will be Ms. Novie Fuld, DAR and UDC, presentation on McLean House, Appomattox 

ANNUL DUES REMINDER
Our annual renewals are due no later than 
the end of July.   Dues are $20 for Knights 
and Ladies  of the Golden Circle.   For SCV 
Life Members members  it is  just $20 dollars 
for their camp dues;  for all others it is  $50 
(including $20 for camp and $30 for 
national.) The checks  should be made 
payable to the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp 
#1962, SCV and sent to:
    Gale Red
    5 Hunters Point
    O’Fallon, IL 62269

mailto:rangermk@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rangermk@sbcglobal.net
mailto:galered@yahoo.com
mailto:galered@yahoo.com
mailto:john@civilwarfamily.us
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