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BLUE LIGHT NEWS
August 2012

Smithton Homecoming

HOMECOMING EVENTS

By the time you read this, elements of our 
organization will have already taken the field in 
Smithton, manning Camp Dixon in defense of 
the honor and heritage of the South.  As a 
reminder, our second homecoming event takes 
place in Mascoutah the weekend of 3-5 
August, with a parade on Saturday the 4th.  
Again, you don’t need a uniform to participate; 
all of you are more than fully qualified to visit 
and spend some time talking with visitors about 
the true South.  
   I hope to see each and every one of you 
there, and at August’s meeting.  

Hold High the flag!  
Respectfully, 
Mark Morgan, Commander

NORTHERN REBELLION ~ SOUTHERN SECESSION 
BOOK REVIEW
So, how can historians tell us that the north 
had such high moral standards  and fought the 
war out of  concern for equal rights?

Continued on page 7

scvcamp1962.org

THE VOICE OF THE

LT.  GEORGE E.  DIXON 
CAMP #  1962S o n s  o f  t h e

C o n f e d e r a t e  V e t e r a n s

The Dixon “Wild Bunch” at the Smithton Homecoming

Homecoming camaraderie Southern Belles

THE DIXON

EXPANDED 
EDTION!
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Reading this on your computer? Click here to see more photos Watch Videos here

July 2012
SMITHTON HOMECOMING ~ JULY 28 AND 29, 2012

http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/sets/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/sets/
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily/videos
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily/videos
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Roger and Carole Heinrich have finally 
made it home from  Washington State for a 
couple of weeks visit before they head back 
to Washington for yet another year away.  
We hope to see him at the meeting 
Thursday.

Jim Conn had thoracic surgery to remove 
a growth in his  lung.   The surgery was  very 
successful, and the doctors said that the 
growth was not cancerous.   Jim still has 
several weeks to heal and needs your 
continued thoughts and prayers.

Jim Conn  will have the honor of swearing 
in his  grandson Chris Frey at the meeting 
Thursday.   Chris is now twelve years  old 
and has  been raring to go for quite some 
time.   He’s a proud Rebel whose 3-great 
grandfather, James  Thomas Conn, Jr. 
served as a Private in Co. B, 41st Georgia 
Inf.     So, come in uniform  and help us 
swear in our newest member at the meeting.  

Judy Starek continues to SLOWLY 
improve but is still not able to put any 
weight on her surgically repaired leg yet.  At 
least she is home, kind of.   She is staying at 
her mother’s house.   So, if you want to call 
to say hello, she’s love that, but the emails 
not working there.   She appreciates all the 
cards, thoughts and prayers of  everyone.

Lee~Jackson Dinner Ball is scheduled 
for Saturday, January 26,  2013. There will 
be a Buffet Dinner, Silent Auction, 50/50 
drawing. Period dancing to the music of the 

Chris  Talley Trio. Uniform  are not 
required. Guest are welcome! A poster is 
included with this month’s Blue Light News.

April (Walter Hall’s 

Daughter)  continues to make 
steady improvement, and now 
has some ability to walk.  
There is some movement in 
her right arm, but none so far 
in her right leg.   Soon, she 
starts radiation therapy.

	 Adjutant Gale Red

T h e N a t i o n a l M u s e u m o f 
Transportation in Kirkwood Mo, 
currently features  a small exhibition 
“ R O A D S , R I V E R S , & R A I L S 
Transportation of  the Civil War.”

I was pleased to see that The 
Confederacy was represented in some of 
the displays. The museum also has a small 
lantern that looks  just like Dixon’s  Blue 
Light! 
The exhibit runs  through the Spring of 
2013.

	 	 	 	 John Fulton

News from around the Camp

Museum of  Transportation

Facebook
Web Site

Email
Twitter
SCV

Photos on Flickr
Videos on Vimeo

Reading on your computer? 
Click these links

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lt-George-E-Dixon-Camp-1962/142894782403063
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lt-George-E-Dixon-Camp-1962/142894782403063
http://www.scvcamp1962.org/
http://www.scvcamp1962.org/
mailto:scvcamp1962@gmail.com?subject=Dixon%20Blue%20Light%20News
mailto:scvcamp1962@gmail.com?subject=Dixon%20Blue%20Light%20News
https://twitter.com/scvcamp1962
https://twitter.com/scvcamp1962
http://www.scv.org/
http://www.scv.org/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/civilwarfamily/
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily
https://vimeo.com/civilwarfamily
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The members and friends of the 
Lt. George E. Dixon Camp # 1962, 
S.C.V., conducted their monthly 
Muster at 1830 hours on 12 July 2012 
at the SWIC PSOP Center, 201 North 
Church Street, Belleville, IL, this  being 
the 7th Muster of  the year 2012. 

CALL TO ORDER: Commander 
Mark Morgan called the meeting to 
order. 

INVOCATION: Chaplain Johnny 
Kicklighter provided the invocation. 

PRESENTATION OF THE 
COLORS: The Colors were properly 
displayed and stationary in the room 
so no presentation ceremony was 
conducted;  all in attendance recited 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of 
the United States and the salute to the 
Confederate Flag. 

COMMANDER’S WELCOME: 
Commander Mark Morgan welcomed 
the Camp’s members and friends. 
Mark greeted several visitors who were 
attendance. 

PROCEDURAL BUSINESS: 
Annual camp dues need to be paid this 
month.

Gene Smith was unable to be here 
due to a conflicting meeting of the 
Smithton American Legion. However, 
Steve Wheat of the American Legion 
presented certificates of appreciation 
for members  who participated in the 
Smithton Memorial Day celebration. 
H e s t a t e d t h e c e re m o ny w a s 
beautifully done complimented with 

both Confederate & Union cannons 
and a firing squad.  He stated many of 
the visitors  present at the celebration 
were impressed.  Steve presented 
certificates to John Merritt,  Billy 
Altman, Helen Altman, John Gideon, 
Ron Lakin, Mark Morgan, Bill Beasley, 
Janice Beasley, Parris Young, Ralph 
Oelschlager, and Donald Young. 

S W E A R I N G I N : N o n e w 
members were sworn in.

ROLL CALL: Those present 
included: Billy & Helen Altman, John 
Merritt, Bill & Janice Beasley, James 
Conn, Ron Doran, Ron Laken, Susan 
Herman, Bob Herr, Stephen Wilson, 
James Benedict,  Johnny Kicklighter, 
Phil Tate, Mike Mauer,  Steve Wheat, 
Doug & Betty Lawrence, Thomas 
Prince, Mark Morgan, John C. 
Gideon, John Massey, Earl Armstrong, 
Mark Morgan, Ron & Alice Counts, 
Novie Fuld, Tim Fuld,  Elizabeth Fuld, 
Cassandra Broomfield, Kait lyn 
Broomfield, Kelly Calhoun, John 
F u l t o n , G a l e R e d , D a r l e e n 
Leatherwood, Susan Budene

MINUTES: The June minutes 
were approved by voice vote with one 
correction noted below.  Motion to 
accept by Gale Red and seconded by 
Jim Conn.

Correction: Joe Starek spoke of 
t h e S m i t h t o n M e m o r i a l D a y 
celebration. Joe, Steve Wheat and 
others  made arrangements  for the 
Union Hecker camp to join us. After 
the dedication, Joe sent an email of the 

photos to Gary Ladd of the Hecker 
camp thanked him their participation.  
Gary replied with “I  enjoyed being 
part of the Memorial Day in Smithton 
and was happy for the Hecker and 
Dixon Camps to work together again.

FINANCIAL REPORT: No 
Report.

COMMUNICATIONS: None.  
OLD BUSINESS: 
- Gale Red gave a report of the 13 

Ju n e C o u l t e r v i l l e C e m e t e r y 
reconnaissance trip.  He and John 
Fulton looked for 6 veterans but could 
only find 1 tombstone. The book of 
records for that portion of the 
cemetery was apparently lost when the 
predecessor of the cemetery died. 
Many tombstones  were torn down, 
taken out,  or destroyed.  We may never 
verify the physical location of the 
veterans. 

- John Fulton spoke of the Squad 
East trip to Fort Donnellson, KY they 
made on 9 June. The group received a 
guided tour of the sites by professional 
tour guide John Walsh. Mr. Walsh took 
them to Fort Henry, the gun 
emplacements, the surrender house, 
and battle sites.

- Janice Beasley gave a report on 
the 16 June visit to the firing range. 
Janice said she learned to load and 
shot black power weapons. It was a fun 
time with a good camp turnout.

- Our Gun Show event was on 
23-24 June. Ron Doran stated we had 

Minutes of  the Dixon Camp
JULY 12, 2012
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a good camp turnout.  A lot of people 
stopped by and several visitors were 
signed up. Ron appealed to the 
members for further participation. 

NEW BUSINESS:  
Doug Lawrence gave a review of a 

1904 book “Northern rebellion and 
southern secession” by Elbert William 
Rob inson Ewing.  T he book 
highlighted issues such as  the north 
violating Constitutional law and the 
North’s  mistreatment of free blacks. 
(Recorder’s  Note:  That book is 
ava i l ab l e a s a f re e ebook on 
google.com)

Upcoming events:

- Ju l y 2 8 - 2 9 – S m i t h t o n 
Homecoming with parade on 28 July

- August 3-5 – Mascoutah 
Homecoming, parade on the 4th

- August 18-19 – Freeburg 
Homecoming, parade on the 18th

- August 25-26 – Gun Show
-	 Vintage baseball, Smithton, 

date TBD 
- September 1-3rd – Jerseyville 

Reenactment
- Sept 15-16 Frontier Days at 

Caseyvile
- 2013 Annual Lee/Jackson Ball, 

tentatively scheduled for January 26, 
2013.

R E F R E S H M E N T S : T h e 
refreshments were furnished by the 
Mark Morgan and Stephen Wilson.

FORMAL PRESENTATION: 
	 Ms. Novie Fuld, DAR and UDC 
gave a dramatic presentation on the 
McLean House, Appomattox, Virginia. 

NEXT MEETING: August, 6:30 
pm, same location.

BENEDICTION: Chap la in 
Johnny Kicklighter provided the 
benediction.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting 
adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Minutes of  the Dixon Camp
JULY 12, 2012

Ron Lakin, Mark Morgan, Novie Fuld and Billy Altman pose after Ms. Fuld’s lively presentation Martha Trent Ragland
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Compatriots – 
   My apologies for dropping the ball 
(but not the flag!) with last month’s 
Blue Light but, as indicated by the 
editor,  my travel schedule followed by a 
family medical emergency put yours 
truly behind the proverbial power 
curve.
   In the stead of last month’s column, 
here’s  a brief review of the events of 
July 1862.  The Seven Days Battles 
between Generals  Lee and McClellan 
concluded with the Battle of Malvern 
Hill on the 1st of the month.  The 
Union forces,  with their backs  against 
the James River, managed to hold off 
repeated assaults  by the Southerners 
and, in the end, General Lee pulled 
back, his forces having sustained about 
5600 casualties.   Ignoring pleas by his 
subordinates to get out and run down 
t h e e x h a u s t e d C o n f e d e r a t e s , 
McClellan ordered his Army south to 
Harrison’s Landing and safety.  The 
remainder of July brought President 
Lincoln’s  signing of the Pacific 
Railway Act, which authorized the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e fi r s t 
transcontinental railroad;  Lincoln’s call 
for 300,000 new volunteers  for 3-year 
enlistments;  John Hunt Morgan’s first 
raid north into Kentucky;  the 
promotion of Maj Gen U.S. Grant to 
command of most of the western 
armies;  and Maj Gen Henry Wager 
Halleck to commanding general of the 
United States Army. 

   Now, the highlights  (if that’s  an 
appropriate word)  for August 1862.  
For starters, on 2 Aug, the Congress of 
the United States of America passed 
the first-ever Federal income tax;  it set 
a rate of taxation at 3%  on income 
over $600 per year and 5%  over 
$10,000.  Yup, it started here…
   On 5 August,  in the Battle of Baton 
R o u g e , M a j G e n J o h n C . 
Breckenridge’s 2600 troops  fell upon 
2500 defending Yankees under Brig 
Gen Thomas Williams.  While the 
Southerners  initially pushed their 
Union counterparts south through 
town – Brig Gen Williams died in the 
process, with command falling to Col 
Thomas W. Cahill – the accurate fire 
by Union gunboats turned the 
proverbial tide.  The legendary 
ironclad CSS Arkansas, which raced to 
Baton Rouge from Vicksburg in order 
to lend its support, sustained an 
engineering casualty four miles above 
the city.  Without naval support, 
Breckenridge was forced to withdraw, 
to Port Hudson, LA.  
   On13 August, Gen Lee issued orders 
to the Army of Northern Virginia to 
move north and face the rest of the 
Army of Virginia, now under the 
command of Maj Gen John Pope.  
Roughly two weeks later, on 26 
August, Lee’s nephew, Brig Gen 
Fitzhugh Lee, captured the rail depot 
at Manassas;  the following day, 
Jackson’s troops destroyed Pope’s 
supply base at Manassas Junction.  

With Stonewall on his flank, Pope 
immediately withdrew across the 
Rappahannock and moved in the 
general direction of  Washington DC. 
   Pope 18,830 soldiers ran right into 
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, at 
this  point totaling about 8,400.  On 28 
August Jackson fought Pope to a 
standstill at Brawner’s Farm;  the 
following day, while Pope attempted a 
strong counterattack against Stonewall, 
unaware that Maj Gen James 
Longstreet’s  28,000 men had arrived 
on the field and taken a position on 
Jackson’s right.  Longstreet courteously 
announced h i s a r r i va l a t the 
proceedings with a massive artillery 
barrage which decimated the V Corps 
of Maj Gen Fitz John Porter,  thus 
opening up Pope’s left.  Pope 
immediate ly retreated towards 
Centreville and, eventually, was 
removed as a major Union field 
commander.  
   On 30 August, with Pope retreating 
in the face of Lee’s army, a second 
Confederate Army under Maj Gen 
Edmund Kirby Smith and Maj Gen 
Pat Cleburne invade Kentucky and 
immediately start pushing back Union 
defenders.  After 16 months  of war, 
things were finally starting to look up 
for the South.  

Commander Mark Morgan

The Battle of  Baton Rouge
COMMANDER’S DISPATCH ~ BY COMMANDER MARK MORGAN
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This book was written by Elbert E. R. 
Ewing, whose dad actually fought for 
the Confederacy, and was first 
published in 1904. The theme of the 
book is primarily that the northern 
states had actually "rebelled" by their 
repeated disregard for constitutional 
laws. Mr. Ewing points  out that this 
"rebellion" by the north,  left the South 
no other choice than  secession from 
the union, in order that the Southern 
S t a t e s  c o u l d m a i n t a i n t h e 
constitutional form of govt. set up by 
the founding fathers. 

 M o d e r n " p o l i t i c a l l y 
correct"  history teaches that Lincoln 
and the north had an enlightened 
moral stand for oppressed humanity, 
and therefore are praised as  champions 
for freedom and equal rights. Mr. 

Ewing lists several laws passed by 
northern states  during the period 
which contradict this politically correct 
belief that Lincoln fought his war to 
"free the slave"   

Most northern states denied free 
blacks  most c i t izenship r ights, 
including  Connecticut, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Iowa, Minnesota,  Nebraska, 
New Jersey, New York, Nevada, 
Michigan, and Indiana. 

Ohio in early 1850s revised her 
constitution re-affirming her state law 
of  not giving rights to free blacks. 

California when admitted as free 
state into union, and at same time 
denied free blacks right to vote, then in 
1858 passed a law prohibiting any 
more free blacks from moving into the 
state. 

Mr. Ewing goes into detail about 
the struggles  in Kansas. He gives  many 
facts  to debunk the common taught 
stories about the "Missouri Ruffians".  
Instead he shows how much New 
England money was spent to relocate 
New England settlers into Kansas, as 
well as to arm them with weapons  and 
leaders to set up an organized   militia, 
which was not only used against any 
southern settlers but also against the 
US Army sent to Kansas to maintain 
order.  

The first Kansas government was 
established by a "legal" popular vote as 
a slave state, the organized New 

England group, with much northern 
support in US congress,  set up a free 
state government, which was officially, 
a l though, i l l ega l ly se t up, by 
Washington DC. 

Interesting enough this same 
official ( i l legal) new Free-State 
government of Kansas then  passed a 
new state law which prohibited 
anymore free blacks from moving into 
Kansas. 

Illinois, "Land of Lincoln" passed 
a law in 1853 forbidding blacks from 
moving into the state. Then the Illinois 
state congress  decided to strengthen 
this  law in 1856  by saying that, "any 
negro or mulatto who comes  into 
Illinois  and remains for 10 days with 
intention on residing in Illinois shall be 
fined $50. 

Illinois  law said that if said negro 
or mulatto could not pay this fine, he 
would be sold into slavery to anyone 
who would pay the fine!  

So, how can historians tell us  that 
the north had such high moral 
standards and fought the war out of 
concern for equal rights for African-
Americans, believing that all men are 
created equal?   Champions for 
freedom and equal rights?  Politically 
correct does not always mean factually 
correct!
         
  Deo Vindice, Doug Lawrence

Book Review ~ Northern Rebellion and 
Southern Secession

BY DOUG LAWRENCE

Confederate Reprint Co.

http://confederatereprint.com/product_info.php?products_id=44
http://confederatereprint.com/product_info.php?products_id=44
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The Rhea County Girls' Company was 
created in the summer of 1862 through a 
combination of boredom and the desire to 
be a part of the war for Southern 
Independence. 
 Almost all of the "sidesaddle soldiers" 
had fathers  or brothers in the Confederate 
military, and the young ladies evidently felt 
frustrated because their gender prevented 
them  from enlisting. Since they could not 
actually join the Confederate Army, they 
did the next best thing: They created an 
Army of  their own. 

Rhea County, located on the northern 
bank of the Tennessee River,  was  one of 
the most pro-Confederate counties in the 
politically divided mountain region. Rhea 
County provided seven companies  for the 
Southern army against only one for the 
Union. When their fathers and brothers 
marched off to war, the young ladies 
refused to be left out. Instead, the all-girl 
company came into existence. 
 Mary McDonald, one of the oldest of 
the group, was duly elected captain.  
Caroline McDonald, evidently her sister-in-
law, became first lieutenant. Anne Paine 
was picked for second lieutenant,  while 
Rhoda Tennessee Thomison completed the 
commissioned list as third lieutenant. 
Named as noncommissioned officers were 
Jane Keith, first sergeant;  Rachel Howard, 
second sergeant;  Sallie Mitchell,  third 
sergeant;  and Minerva Tucker, Fourth 
sergeant.   The girls  elected no corporals, 
and the remaining members of the 
company had to be content with the 
humble rank of private. These included 

Barbara Allen, Josephine Allen, Martha 
Bell, Mary Crawford, Kate Dunwoody, 
Martha Early, Ann Gillespie,  Jennie Hoyal, 
Kate Hoyal, Maggie Keith, Jane Locke, 
Louisa McDonald, Mary Ann 
M c D o n a l d , S i d n e y 
McDonald, Mary Paine, Mary 
Robinson,  Sarah Rudd and 
Margaret Sykes. Like their 
male counterparts the ladies 
chose for themselves an 
appropriate martial name--the 
Rhea County Spartans. All 
came from prominent local 
families. The average age was 
18.   At first,  the Rhea County 
Spartans contented themselves 
with simply visiting their sweethearts and 
relatives and taking them gifts and clothing.  
In mid-1863, however Union troops 
entered the area and the girls' activities 
became more circumspect.
 The ladies must have engaged in at 
least a small amount of spying and 
information-gathering for the Confederate 
Army. What had started out as a lark 
became decidedly more serious.   One 
Union Army officer obviously took them 
quite seriously. 
 After Confederate General John Bell 
Hood led the Army of Tennessee to disaster 
at the Battle of Nashville in December 
1864, Union troops gained uncontested 
control of Rhea County for the remainder 
of the war. The Tennessee Mounted 
Infantry (Federal).   Co. B was  a ragtag 
regiment composed of a few genuine 
Tennessee Unionists  combined with draft 

...the young ladies 
evidently felt 

frustrated because 
their gender 

prevented them 
from enlisting. Since 

they could not 
actually join the 

Confederate Army, 
they did the next 
best thing: They 

created an Army of  
their own. 

TN Confederate Company of  Women 
(FROM HTTP://WWW.SCV670.COM/WOMEN/TNWOMEN.HTM)

Saddle Soldier

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhea_County,_Tennessee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhea_County,_Tennessee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhea_County,_Tennessee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhea_County,_Tennessee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Sergeant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Sergeant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhea_County,_Tennessee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhea_County,_Tennessee
http://www.nndb.com/people/305/000050155/
http://www.nndb.com/people/305/000050155/
http://www.nndb.com/people/305/000050155/
http://www.nndb.com/people/305/000050155/
http://www.scv670.com/women/TNwomen.htm
http://www.scv670.com/women/TNwomen.htm
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dodgers and deserters, was formed to 
combat the small band of Confederates 
who still roamed the Cumberland 
Mountains of Tennessee. Captain John 
P. Walker of Company B  decided that 
the Rhea County Girls' Company was 
just such an organization.   Walker had 
been successful in dodging the 
Confederate conscript officers until the 
Union forces gained the upper 
hand,  then he hastened to join the 
Union victors and share in the spoils. 
He quickly acquired a reputation for 
h a r s h n e s s  t o w a r d S o u t h e r n 
sympathizers.  Walker certainly justified 
his reputation when he returned to 
Rhea County, for one of his first acts 
was to order the mass arrest of the girls' 
company. As far as Walker was 
concerned, it was high time to teach 
the rebellious Southern ladies a lesson. 
S o m e h o w h e p e r s u a d e d h i s 
commander,  Lt. Col. George A. Gowin 
of Hamilton County, to go along with 
his plan.  As  a native of Rhea County, 
Walker knew not only who the 
troublesome ladies were but also where 
to find them. First Lieutenant William 
B. Gothard accordingly proceeded to 
the area south of Washington, where 
the Spartans' officers lived.
 Armed with a list of names, 
Gothard was ordered to arrest the 
women and report with them  by noon 
the next day at the two-story house of 
William  P. Thomison, a discharged 
Confederate soldier and the father of 
"Lieutenant" Rhoda Thomison. Other 
men from Walker's company marched 
to apprehend the disloyal women in the 
countryside around Smith's  Crossroads.  
A few of the Spartans  managed to 
elude their pursuers, but some 16 of 
the young women were arrested at 

gunpoint and brought before Walker.  
Gothard and his mounted men 
escorted seven of the female Rebels  5 
miles from  the Thomison house to 
Smith's Cross Roads,  where Walker's 
home was located. The Union horse 
soldiers rode, while the women 
tramped along as best they could. At 
Smith's Cross Roads, the footsore 
Spartans were joined by six more of 
their number.  All 13 then began the 
long march to the Tennessee River and 
Bell's Landing. It was dark and rainy, 
and the women frequently stumbled 
through unseen puddles. Just before 
they arrived at the landing the final 
group of three prisoners joined them. 
The crestfallen Confederates were 
made to wait on the flooded riverbank, 
the clammy mud oozing into their 
shoes and adding to their discomfort. 
 Finally, their transportation 
arrived--a crude little steamboat called 
USS Chattanooga. Their ordeal, 
however,  was far from over.  Clearly not 
meant to carry passengers,  the 
Chattanooga contained only one small 
room suitable for the ladies--an 
enclosed area normally used for dining. 
The table and chairs were removed, 
and the 16 exhausted young women 
were crowded inside. Armed guards  at 
both doors ensured that none of the 
"dangerous" enemies of the Union 
would attempt to escape. Many of the 
women had walked 10 or more miles to 
the landing and soon fell fast asleep.  
When the boat paddled up to the wharf 
in Chattanooga, Walker rousted out his 
prisoners and marched them under 
guard up muddy Market Street to the 
provost marshall's office.   Captain Seth 
B. Moe of Ohio,  took in the spectacle 

and promptly sent for his commander, 
Maj. Gen. James B. Steedman. 
 I f Wa l k e r ex p e c t e d t o b e 
congratulated on his victory, he was 
quickly disillusioned.   Steedman 
sharply reprimanded the captain for 
tak ing up h i s t ime wi th such 
foolishness.   He  then ordered Moe to 
escort the ladies to the Central House 
hotel, where they were allowed to 
refresh themselves and were treated to 
the best meal the hotel could offer.
 After the women had been fed, 
Moe dutifully saw them returned to the 
Chattanooga for the journey back to 
R h e a C o u n t y. T h e l a d i e s ' 
accommodations were unchanged.  
This time, however, there were no 
unchanged--no chairs, no armed 
guards watching over them. Still, 
Walker had one last bit of revenge in 
mind.   Although Steedman had 
ordered him to escort the women to 
their homes, Walker simply abandoned 
them  at the landing to make their way 
back as best they could. 
 An irritated Steedman wrote to 
Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas  at 
Nashville recommending that the 6th 
Tennessee Mounted Infantry "be 
turned over to the State authorities of 
Tennessee and replaced with good 
cavalry." 
 The company disbanded when the 
Spartans arrived back in Rhea County. 
The war was nearly over, and the 
Spartans soon returned to the 
conventional role of 19th-century 
women. 
 By the time William G. Allen 
wrote an account for Confederate 
Veteran magazine in 1911, the girls' 
company had been all but forgotten.
	 article suggested by Adjutant Gale Red
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DEATH AND THE CIVIL WAR
We all know that the Civil War killed too 
many Americans. But it also changed the 
way Americans thought about death.
	 Or that, at least, is  the argument being 
made by Death and the Civil War, a Ric 
Burns film coming to PBS' American 
Experience to be aired on  September 18, 
2012.
	 The film is based on a book by 
Harvard president Drew Gilpin Faust, who 
says  it's  incredible how much change was 
wrought in America by those four years of 
bloody conflict. Among the changes we owe 
to the Civil War, she says,  are the creation 
of national cemeteries and the birth of a 

duty to identify dead soldiers and notify 
their next of  kin.
 Death, says  Faust, was central to the 
Civil War experience. That may sound 
obvious,  but the sheer staggering numbers 
of the dead made the impact far more 
powerful than we may imagine. If you look 
at the number of deaths as a percentage of 
the population, she says, it would be 

comparable to present-day America losing 7 
million soldiers. And to add to the pain, half 
of the dead in the Civil War were never 
identified.
read the fu l l ar t i c le at 
USATODAY

TO KILL AND TO HEAL
The deadliest weapon of the 
Civil War was one that 
nobody could see, killing two 
soldiers  for every one felled by 
gunfire.   The extraordinary 
casualties  caused by that 
invisible killer,  disease;  the 
conventional weapons used to 
create slaughter on an unprecedented scale; 
horrific injuries suffered on the battlefield; 
and the heroic efforts of medical personnel 
to treat soldiers on both sides are described 
in detail in “To Kill and to Heal:  Weapons 
and Medicine of the Civil War,” a new 
exhibit  at the Abraham  Lincoln 
Presidential Museum in Springfield.

Visitors can see an original Civil War 
hospital flag;  a field stretcher;  a door used as 
a surgical table;  original weapons;  a tree 
trunk from the Battle of Chickamauga with 
an embedded artillery shell;  various  medical 
and surgical tools, including an amputation 
kit;  a crude leg prosthesis;  a drum carried 
by a wounded soldier;  and original letters, 
journals, drawings, clinical photographs 
and medical records.

Read more at the Canton Daily Ledger

Among the changes 
we owe to the Civil 
War, she says, are 

the creation of  
national cemeteries 
and the birth of  a 

duty to identify dead 
soldiers and notify 
their next of  kin.

Death and the Civil War
NEW SERIES ON PBS AND A SPECIAL EXHIBIT AT 

THE LINCOLN PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY

Weapons and Medicine of  the Civil War

Death and the Civil War

http://content.usatoday.com/communities/livefrom/post/2012/07/ric-burns-looks-at-death-and-the-civil-war-for-pbs/1%23.UA7Rno7zoQI
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/livefrom/post/2012/07/ric-burns-looks-at-death-and-the-civil-war-for-pbs/1%23.UA7Rno7zoQI
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/livefrom/post/2012/07/ric-burns-looks-at-death-and-the-civil-war-for-pbs/1%23.UA7Rno7zoQI
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/livefrom/post/2012/07/ric-burns-looks-at-death-and-the-civil-war-for-pbs/1%23.UA7Rno7zoQI
http://www.cantondailyledger.com/news/x1260496946/-To-Kill-and-to-Heal-Weapons-and-Medicine-of-the-Civil-War-opens-May-11-at-Lincoln-Presidential-Museum
http://www.cantondailyledger.com/news/x1260496946/-To-Kill-and-to-Heal-Weapons-and-Medicine-of-the-Civil-War-opens-May-11-at-Lincoln-Presidential-Museum
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William  Lundy was allegedly born near, 
Pike County, Alabama, on January 18, 1848 
(also reported at  Coffee Springs,  Coffee 
County).
He is  said to have enlisted in the last days of 
March 1864, at age 16;  Company D 
(Brown's), 4th Alabama Cavalry Regiment 
(Home Guard)  at  Elba;  and to have been 
honorably discharged at Elba in May 1865, 
on account of close of war. He moved his 
family to Laurel Hill in 1890, where he and 
wife, Mary Jane Lassiter,  raised ten 
children.
 He was granted a Confederate soldiers  
pension in Florida, no. 8948, of $600 per 
annum was awarded to be paid effective 
from June 12, 1941. At some point the 
pension increased to $75 per month ($900 
per annum), and finally, in 1953, it was 
increased to $150 per month ($1800 per 
annum). Source: Florida Pension Records 
On January 18, 1955, the Boston Traveler 

published an article,  "Reb on T.V.", of 
which William Allen Lundy was the subject; 
making mention of the 107 year old 
Confederate veteran being on television 
in Pensacola.
	 By a Joint Resolution of 
Congress  of July 18, 1956, a 
gold medal was  authorized to 
be struck and presented to the 
only four surviving Civil War 
veterans;  One Union veteran, 
a n d t h r e e C o n f e d e r a t e 
veterans. The Union soldier 
died before the medals could 
be presented.
	 Billy was the last 
surviving Confederate 
s o l d i e r r e s i d i n g i n 
Florida,  and one of 
three (all Confederate) 
Civil War veterans in the 
United States.
At the ostensible age of 
109, Private Lundy died 
at  Crestview,  Okaloosa 
County, on September 
1, 1957. He is interred 
at Almarant Cemetery, 
Laurel Hill.

In 1955 Billy visited 
Eglin Air Force Base in 
Florida to celebrate his 
105th birthday.

Uncle Billy Lundy’s 105th 
Birthday

Imagine the technology that Billy witnessed in 109 years!

A Southern Boy always has a way with the ladies.

Billy at 105 years

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Lundy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Lundy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eglin_Air_Force_Base
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eglin_Air_Force_Base
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BATTLES OF THE CIVIL WAR
INFO GRAPHIC FROM THE CIVL WAR TRUST

The Civil War Trust has shared a new info graphic showing the casualties  
in the Visually discover the human costs associated with the biggest battles 
of the American Civil War with our new info graphic.  Go to their web site 
to view the complete chart full size.

http://www.civilwar.org/resources/battles-of-the-civil-war-infographic.html%23.T_XEKfV0n-I
http://www.civilwar.org/resources/battles-of-the-civil-war-infographic.html%23.T_XEKfV0n-I
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Summer Calendar
AUGUST 2012

Rufous and Liberty and some of  the Kaskaskia Cowboys shooting at Sparta on Saturday, June 30, 2012 Museum of  Transportation, St. Louis

Thursday, August 2, 2012, Camp Meeting

Friday, August 3, 2012, Mascoutah Homecoming 
Friday, August 4, 2012, Mascoutah Homecoming 

(We march in the parade on the 4th.)
Sunday, August 5, 2012, Mascoutah Homecoming

Saturday, August 18, 2012, Freeburg Homecoming 
(We march in the parade on the 18th.)

Sunday, August 19, 2012, Freeburg Homecoming

Labor Day Weekend
September 1 - September 3, 2012

Jersey County Victorian Festival and Civil War Reenactment

Vintage Base Ball - to be announced

Lee Jackson Ball -  Saturday Jan. 26th, 2013



Lee ~ Jackson 
Dinner Ball

Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962
Time

6pm
Dinner at 

6:30

Cost

$25
per person

Sons of Confederate Veterans

January 26, 2013
Location to be announced

Buffet Dinner
Silent Auction
50/50 drawing

Guests welcome

period dress is encouraged, but not required. Just come out and have a good time!

Music by the 
Chris Talley 

Trio

period 
dancing
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THE VOICE OF THELT.  GEORGE E.  DIXON CAMP #  1962S o n s  o f  t h eC o n f e d e r a t e  V e t e r a n s

Lt. George E. Dixon

OUR NEXT MEETING,  AUGUST 2, 2012

The monthly meeting of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962, SCV will be held at 6:30 pm on Thursday 

evening  August 2, 2012. The meeting will be held at the SWIC Senior Citizen Center on the corner of East B 
and North Church Streets, in Belleville. Parking is  available immediately across  the street from the building. The 

building is  located at 201 North Church, just three blocks east of North Illinois  on East B. To get to the 

auditorium where we will have the meeting, ask the gentleman at the desk what room we are in. If you have any 
questions, call Gale Red for directions at 618-622-8949.

Our guest speaker will be Richard Keppner, “The Other Jeff  Davis: Union Maj Gen Jefferson C. Davis 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

	 3 Aug Ronnie Ottinger
	 6 Aug John Massey, Joe Starek
	 13 Aug Tom Prince
	 14 Aug Bill Smith
	 23 Aug Christine Kicklighter
	 28 Aug Mark Morgan
	 29 Aug Stan Shaffer
	 30 Aug Charles Sheeler

HAVE A HAPPY DIXIE 
BIRTHDAY!

mailto:rangermk@sbcglobal.net
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mailto:galered@yahoo.com
mailto:galered@yahoo.com
mailto:john@civilwarfamily.us
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