
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                       
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

The Dixon Blue Light News 
Camp Motto - “Deo adjuvanti non timindin” 

Meaning: With God’s help, we must not fear. 
The Voice of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962, SCV 

                   July 3, 2011 Edition         website: scvcamp1962.org 
   Editor: Gale F. Red, 5 Hunters Pt., O’Fallon, IL 62269-3133 

  Telephone # 618-622-8949, E-mail: galered@yahoo.com 
 

 

Annual Alton Confederate Memorial Rescheduled - AGAIN 
 

Due to forecasted severe weather and heavy rains, the rescheduled annual Alton 
Confederate Memorial Observance at the North Alton Confederate Cemetery 

scheduled for Saturday the 18th of June had to be scrubbed again.  The Yankee 
weather folks are obviously against us.  We apologize for the inconvenience of the 
rescheduling and hope everyone will plan to be with us on the 9th of July.  Come 

help us honor our Confederate veterans who died at Alton, as well as all the many 
others who died elsewhere during that tragic conflict.   May we never forget! 

 

Next meeting – July 7th, 2011 
The next regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962, SCV will 
be held at 6:30 pm on Thursday evening July 7, 2011. The meeting will be held at the SWIC Senior 
Citizen Center on the corner of East B and North Church Streets, in Belleville.  Parking is available 
immediately across the street from the building. The building is located at 201 North Church, just 
three blocks east of North Illinois on East B. To get to the auditorium where we will have the 
meeting, ask the gentleman at the desk what room we are in.  If you have any questions, call Gale 
Red for directions at 618-622-8949. 
 
The speaker for July's meeting is Darrell Duensing, site manager for 
Fort Du Chartres.  He will be presenting information on the skirmish 
between Federal and Confederate uniformed troops at Kaskaskia 
during the war.  Come learn an interesting piece of our local history. 
 
The refreshments will be provided by the Kicklighters. 

 

SCV and Camp Dues Are Due by End of July 
It is time once more for everyone to pay their SCV and Camp dues.  
For SCV members renewing, it is $50 ($30 national and $20 camp).  

For Life Members, it is just $20 for the camp dues.  For our 
Knights and Ladies of the Golden Circle it is $20.  For those new 

members who joined since the first of the year and who paid a 
prorated membership through the end of July 2012, it is just $20 

for camp dues.  Please make your checks payable to the Lt. George 
E. Dixon Camp #1962.  Please send them to Gale Red at 5 Hunters 
Pt., O’Fallon, IL 62269-3133. Please get them in as soon as possible, 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commander’s Dispatch - by Commander Mark Morgan 
Compatriots and friends of the camp, 
   Well, the weather got us again, resulting in another postponement of our Alton Confederate Cemetery 
commemoration ceremony.  Due to the onset of the two lines of major storms, your adjutant and I were 
forced to make the calls and email notifications barely three hours before the event; I have no doubt that 
after the passage of the storms – in and around the maxed-out humidity and heat – the grounds of the 
cemetery were sodden.  We will try again; the Alton commemoration remains a very important part of who 
we are in the Dixon Camp.  
   And now, let’s take a look at the events of July 1861.  One hundred and fifty years ago this month, the 
first major clash between the armies of the United States of America and the Confederate States of 
America occurred, at Manassas, Virginia.   However, the battle took part during the third week of the 
month – some  13 weeks following the fall of Fort Sumter – and, not surprisingly, several events preceded 
the big dust-up in northern Virginia.  
   On 2 July 1861, Union forces under Maj Gen Robert Patterson crossed the Potomac River at 
Williamsport, MD, with the goal of taking charge of the Shenandoah Valley and recapturing Harpers Ferry.  
A veteran of the Mexican War, Patterson commanded the Department of Pennsylvania and the Army of the 
Shenandoah.  Facing him in the Valley was the small Confederate Army of Shenandoah under Gen Joseph 
E. Johnston (and, as a side issue, take note: normally throughout the war, the Confederates named their 
armies for states or geographic regions while the US named its armies for rivers.  Hence, you have this 
situation where the CSA Army of Shenandoah faced the USA Army of the Shenandoah.  There were 
exceptions but this was usually the rule).  
   Nine days following Patterson’s crossing of the Potomac, Union forces in western Virginia under the 
command of ex-railroader Maj Gen George B. McClellan collided with Confederates under LtCol John 
Pegram on Rich Hill and Brig Gen Robert Garnett on Laurel Hill, Virginia (present-day Randolph County, 
West Virginia).  In a two hour flight Pegram’s troops were routed, causing Garnett to retreat from Laurel 
Hill.  Four days later, on 13 July, Garnett died at Corrick’s Creek while attempting to rally his men against 
the pursuing Yankees; Garnett was the first general from either side to die in combat.  
   On 17 July, about 800 Confederates under Henry A. Wise clashed with roughly 1000 Union soldiers at 
Scary Creek in Putnam County, Virginia.  The Northerners, led by Brig Gen Jacob Cox, were attempting to 
push up the Kanawha River Valley from Ohio; however, when they fell upon the Confederate camp the 
Southerners put up a fierce fight and forced the Yankees back.  During the battle on Scary Creek Capt 
George S. Patton, Sr, commanding the 22nd Virginia, fell wounded; Capt Albert G. Jenkins assumed 
command in the heat of battle and helped rout the Union troops, preserving the victory.  It should be noted 
that Capt Patton – an 1852 graduate of VMI – survived his wounds but unfortunately was killed in action at 
the Battle of Winchester in 1864.  However, a grandson achieved some fame and repute in the US Army 
about 80 years later.   
   The big fracas occurred just a few days after the Battle of Scary Creek.  In response to pressure from the 
public, the press and the Congress (my, that all sounds familiar), General-in-Chief Winfield Scott ordered 
Maj Gen Irvin McDowell to move his untried and barely trained Army of Northeastern Virginia into 
northern Virginia, with the specific target of the railroad junction at Manassas, some 25 miles southwest of 
the capital.   
   The Confederate army under Brig Gen Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard took the initial thrust by 
McDowell, an attempt to turn the Confederate left which failed due to the inexperience of the Northern 
soldiers and the classic “fog of war.”  Still, the Yankees initially held the advantage on the 
battlefield…until Joe Johnston’s Army of Shenandoah arrived from the Shenandoah, via railroad, and 
reinforced the Southern lines.   While Johnston deferred to Beauregard as the overall field commander, at  
one point during the fight he decided to move his troops en masse to a point north of Henry House Hill to 
attack the Federals.  There one of his brigade commanders, Col Thomas J. Jackson, gained his famous 
nickname while reinforcing a decimated regiment of Alabamans under Brig Gen Bernard Bee.  
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     _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from the previous page) 
   Confederates quickly overran Union guns; an attack by cavalry led by Col J.E.B. Stuart and Johnston’s two 
other brigades, commanded by Col Jubal Early and Brig Gen Kirby Smith, started the Union retreat, which 
quickly degenerated into a rout.  In the end, the North lost 460 killed, 1124 wounded and over 1300 missing 
or captured.  The Confederates lost 387 killed, nearly 1600 wounded and only 13 missing.  However, the 
Confederate States Army had roundly won the first major battle of the War Between the States.   
   On 25 July, the US Army relieved General Patterson of his command in the Shenandoah Valley; his failure 
to keep Johnston bottled up in the Valley directly contributed to the loss at Manassas.  Four days later, Maj 
Gen McClellan relieved Irvin McDowell as commander of the single largest – if severely battered – Northern 
army.  McClellan embarked on a program of rebuilding and properly retraining his forces, which received a 
new name: the Army of the Potomac.  McDowell subsequently commanded I Corps in the defense of 
Washington DC.  
   Two other major events took place on 25 July, in the halls of the Congress of the United States.  For 
starters, the congress formally approved the use of volunteers to put down the rebellion.  Second, a resolution 
introduced by Rep John Crittenden of Kentucky easily passed the House; it stated that preservation of the 
Union was the reason for the “Civil War.”   
   Please take note (although I’m probably preaching to the choir here): the Congress of the United States of 
America resolved that the  specific reason for the invasion of the South was the preservation of the Union.  
Second, Congress concurrently authorized President Lincoln’s use of state militia to put down the “rebellion” 
and invade the south.  This particularly infuriated Southerners (including Gen Robert E. Lee) and 
undoubtedly contributed to a large number of Southern men rallying to their states. 
   Finally, on the last day of the month of July 1861, the names of 11 Union officers were submitted to 
Congress for promotion to brigadier general.  The group included Joseph Hooker, U.S. Grant and William T. 
Sherman.  

* * * * * * * 
   That’s my report for this month, I hope to see you at our next meeting on Thursday, 7 July.  Once again, 
we have an excellent speaker set for the meeting, one that will allow a few of our members to provide their 
own first-person experiences.  Have your curiosity aroused?   See you at the meeting.  
   Now more than ever, hold high the flag, Dixon Camp.  
 

Hold high the flag, Dixon Camp.                                              Respectfully, Mark Morgan, Cmdr. 

Minutes of the 2 June 2011 Muster 
 
The members and friends of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp # 1962, S.C.V., conducted their monthly 
Muster at 1830 hours on 2 June 2011 at the SWIC PSOP Center, 201 North Church Street, Belleville, IL, 
this being the 5th Muster of the year 2011.  CALL TO ORDER:  Camp Lt Cmdr Bill Altman called the 
meeting to order and presented Cmdr Mark Morgan. COMMANDER’S WELCOME:  Cmdr Morgan 
welcomed the Camp’s members, friends, and guest Eugene Schnur, Vice President of the Mascoutah 
Historical Society; Duke B. Gilliam; and new KGC member Ronald Lakin and his mother Edda Lakin.  
Cmdr Morgan reminded all that by the end of June 1861, the final two states, North Carolina and 
Tennessee had seceded from the Union and the stage was now set for the bloodiest war in American 
history.  PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS:  The Colors were properly displayed and stationary in 
the room so no presentation ceremony was conducted; all in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag of the United States and the salute to the Confederate Flag.  INVOCATION:  Lady Judy 
Starek of the Knights of the Golden Circle provided the invocation.  ROLL CALL:  Attendees who 
signed the Muster Roll = 23:  Bill Altman; Gene Smith; Eugene Schnur; Bob Hardy; Earl Armstrong; 
Walter Hall; James Conn, Sr; Harris Young; Bill Beasley; Bill Boyd; Charles Lee; William R. Smith; Joe 
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Starek; Ralph Oelschlager; Janice Beasley; Helen Altman; Linda Jo Smith; Betty Lawrence; Judy Starek; 
Philip Tate.  Although in attendance, exigencies of the service prevented the commander and adjutant 
from signing the roster.  INDUCTION:  Mr. Ronald Lakin was inducted into the Knights of the Golden 
Circle.  APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  Given the prior distribution of the 5 May 2011 
meeting minutes in The Dixon Blue Light News which was available to all, and after correction noted by 
Adjutant Gale Red to change the “next meeting date to read June 2, 2011, Bill Altman made a motion to 
accept the minutes as written; motion approved by unanimous vote.  FINANCIAL REPORT:  Adjutant 
Red reported a Treasury balance of $1,651.72.  Bill Altman made a motion, seconded by Ralph 
Oelschlager to accept the report, approved by unanimous vote.  COMMUNICATIONS:  Adjutant Red 
announced that the Camp received a Thank You note from the Illinois Division Commander regarding 
the $200 donation we made to the Scholarship Fund.  OLD BUSINESS:  Bill Altman reported “slow” 
activity at the 14-15 May 2011 recruiting table at the Belleville Gun Show.  Commander Morgan 
reported the Alton Confederate Memorial ceremony was postponed until 18 Jun 2011 due to forecasted 
rain.  Adjutant Gale Red reported that the Mound City event was well supported and was success.  Phil 
Tate reported that the Jefferson Barracks event was successful.  NEW BUSINESS:  Camp Lt Cmdr 
Altman announced he will be unavailable to work the Camp’s Recruiting Table at the Gun Show, Belle-
Clair Fairgrounds on 25-26 June; Adjutant Red will lead the staffing of the table.  Adjutant Red 
discussed the upcoming event at Dupo and solicited Camp attendance, stating that more details will be 
forthcoming.  Lady Janice Beasley, on behalf of the Ladies of the Golden Circle, presented Lady Betty 
Lawrence a gift in recognition of her memorable dance performance at the Lee-Jackson Ball.  
REFRESHMENTS:  The meeting took a break at 7:15 with refreshments provided by the Altmans and 
Stareks.  The meeting resumed at 7:30.  FORMAL PRESENTATION:  This month’s presentation was 
by Ms. Tami Goldman of the Missouri History Museum, with assistance from Mr. Grant Goldman (who, 
given the Southern audience, was using the alias “Fred” Goldman!).  Her superb presentation highlighted 
the website developed by the Museum to commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War in 
Missouri. The website is entitled “Freedom’s Gateway” and may be found at 
www.freedomsgateway.com. Mrs. Goldman also provided a handout map that described 25 locations of 
interest to Civil War enthusiasts in the St. Louis area. NEXT MEETING: 7 July 2011, 1830 hours, same 
location.  BENEDICTION:  Chaplain (Emeritus) Bob Hardy provided the benediction.  
AJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 2015 hours.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Gene Smith, Camp 2nd Lt Cmdr 
 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Squad East of June 20, 2011: 
 
Due to illness and incapacity of several of the members of Squad East, the June 20th meeting was 
cancelled and no minutes are available 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Sgt. Marcus Pat Booth 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

              
 

                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

July Birthdays 
 

Sharon Red - 2 July 
Bob Marley - 4 July 

Dutch Holland - 6 July 
Ron Doran - 14 July 
Ed Moore - 14 July 
Bob Hardy - 18 July 

Catherine Merritt - 23 July 
Linda Halemeyer - 26 July 

James Red - 27 July 
Phil Hannan - 27 July 

Gale Red - 29 July 
 

Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events 

Thursday, July 7, 2011, Dixon Camp Meeting, SWIC PSOP, 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
Monday, July 18, 2011, Squad East Meeting in Flora at Anthony’s Wild West Restaurant, 6:30 pm. 
Saturday, July 30, 2011, Mascoutah Homecoming and parade. 
Thursday, Aug 4, 2011, Dixon Camp Meeting, SWIC PSOP, 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
Saturday, Aug 6, 2001, Smithton Homecoming and Parade 
Monday, Aug 22, 2011, Squad East Meeting in Flora at Anthony’s Wild West Restaurant, 6:30 pm. 
Saturday & Sunday, Aug 27 & 28, Gun show recruiting booth, Belle Clair fairgrounds, 8:30 am. 
Thursday, Sep 1, 2011, Dixon Camp Meeting, SWIC PSOP, 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
Saturday & Sunday, Sep 3 & 4, Jerseyville Victorian Days at the Fulkerson Mansion 

The following is the Speech given by Gene Smith at the Kasskaskia 4th of July Program  Hope you enjoy it as much as I did. 
 

THE CONFEDERACY’S PERSPECTIVE OF THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES? 
Comments by Col. Auston “Gene” Smith, USAF Ret. 

 
Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen and Happy 4th of July!  I was asked to present a Confederate perspective of the 

tragic political disagreement in our country that resulted in a War Between the States in 1861.  
First, let me first say that while I was born in Alabama, and I consider myself a ‘Son of the South’, I am first an 

American. I spent 34 years of my life in U.S. military uniform, having sworn to defend the Constitution of the United States with 
my life if necessary. The Stars and Stripes is my flag! 
  Why then, you may ask, if I consider myself a loyal American, am I defending the decision by the Confederate States of 
America to secede from the Union? The simple answer is because my ancestors who fought and died for the Southern Cause did 
not cease to be Americans in 1861 just because they held a different view of the role of the Federal government. 
 We should remember that many of these Southerners were children of the American Revolutionaries who had defeated 
the most powerful Army in the World – freedom and independence was in their blood! 
 During the American War of Independence, my ancestors in Virginia and the Carolinas fought and died for freedom and 
the right of self-government that resulted in the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and finally the 
Constitution of the United States. This love of independence, combined with the basic Southern concept that “you can’t come into 
my house and tell me what to do”, convinced many who disagreed with the practice of slavery to agree with their political leaders 
who voted for secession 
 To fully understand the War, we must remember that at the time the loyalties of citizens was normally to their State first 
and then to the Union.  Friction in Congress, between northern and southern members, was evident as early as the ratification of 
the Constitution. 
        (Continued on last two pages of this newsletter) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Camp Member Allen Wandling Hits the Jackpot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In May 2006, Allen Wandling, one of the 
foremost collector’s of Civil War Relics in 
the St. Louis Metro East area, came across a 
leather scabbard that was being offered for 
sale by a man in Joplin, MO.  Allen quickly 
realized what it was and determined to 
acquire it. The scabbard turned out to the 
from the battle sword of Col. William P. 
Rogers. Col. Rogers commanded the 2nd 
Texas Infantry Regiment and was killed at 
Battery Robinette at Corinth on Oct 4, 1862 
as he led his troops for a third unsuccessful 
frontal assault.  Shot numerous times he died 
on the spot.  He would be buried right where 
he fell, but not before some Yankee soldier 
relieved him of his sword and scabbard, 
taken as a souvenir.  Allen persisted with the 
seller and found that he also had the sword 
which Allen was able to buy and reunite once 
more.   
 
Allen has been collecting relics from the war 
for quite a number of years and has managed 
to acquire a collection that would be envied 
by most museums.  The quality of his 
collection is superb, and he has become 
recognized across the country for a number 
of his artifacts.  He has now had three articles 
appear in the North South Trader’s Civil War 
Magazine, including two articles on Col. 
Roger’s sword.   
 
In the picture on the right, Allen is seen 
standing in his collection room with noted 
Civil War relic appraiser John Sexton when 
John came to visit Allen and authenticate and 
appraise the sword.  Just one of many 
outstanding relics in his collection, Allen’s 
Col. Roger’s sword is a one of a kind 
treasure that most collectors can only dream 
of.  He can be justifiably proud of the 
outstanding collection he has pieced together 
and in the very professional and reverent  
manner in which he displays the relics of that 
“late great unpleasantness.   
 
Congratulations to Allen.  We are proud to 
be able to have him as a member of the Lt. 
George E. Dixon Camp. 

 

Confederate dead lay gathered at the bottom of the parapet of Battery 
Robinett on the day after the Battle of Corinth. Col. William P. 
Rogers of the 2nd Texas (on the very left) seized his colors to keep 
them from falling again and jumped a five foot ditch, leaving his 
dying horse and assaulted the ramparts of the battery. When canister 
shot killed him, he was the fifth color bearer to fall that day. Note: 
This text erroneously reports that his second-in-command, Col. 
Lawrence Ross lays beside him. In fact, Ross went on to become a 
general and later the governor of Texas. He died in 1898. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued from page 5- Gene Smith’s Kaskaskia speech) 
 
 Shortly after the formation of the Union, Thomas Jefferson, a Virginian, wrote that the Federal government only had 
that power granted to it by the States, and that Free States which had voluntarily joined the Union had the right to leave that 
Union when they felt the Federal government was not acting in their best interest. When Alabama was admitted in 1819, as the 
22nd state in the Union, the division between free and slave states was evenly matched at eleven.  Threatening to upset this 
balance was the petition, by Missouri in 1819, to be admitted as a slave state. The petitions for statehood by the two states 
came virtually at the same time, but Alabama was already surrounded on three sides by the slave states of Tennessee, Georgia 
and Mississippi. 
 The battle, then, came over the admission of Missouri. Under the Missouri Compromise, fashioned by Henry Clay, 
Speaker of the U. S. House of Representatives, Missouri was admitted as a slave state, balanced with the admission of Maine as 
a free state, and all territory north of 36 degrees, 30 minutes north latitude, was deemed "forever free". It was a temporary 
solution, and, in the twilight of their lives, both Thomas Jefferson and John Quincy Adams accurately predicted the 
consequences of such division of the Union. 
 It was Lincoln, forty years later, that would give it a name, but the "House" was already divided. 
The talk of secession by some of the Southern states began to intensify more than 40 years before the events of 1860.  There 
were attempts in South Carolina as early as 1832 to break their ties with the Union and only by the efforts of President Andrew 
Jackson and a series of Congressional compromises were the cotton interests in the South placated.  
 What is often lost in discussions about what caused the War is the influence of money! High import tariffs imposed by 
the Federal government on trade between the Southern states and Europe placed a disproportionate burden on the agrarian South 
compared to the industrialized North. 
 Also, the increasing calls by abolitionists in both the North and South to end slavery threaten the economic future of the 
rich and politically influential plantation owners in the South.  Many of these same plantation owners were also politicians! 
 With the election of Abraham Lincoln as President in 1860, the stage was set for Southern politicians to fan the flames 
of “State’s Rights” sediment in the South. As a result, the Southern Congressional representatives walked out of the U.S. 
Congress and South Carolina voted to secede from the Union, soon to be joined by other Southern states. When President 
Lincoln ordered the invasion of the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Confederate Army repelled this invasion at the First Battle 
of Manassas on 21 Jul 1861, and America was at war with itself.  
 Some ask why, after 150 years, we Southerners still continue to commemorate our Confederate ancestors’ decision to 
rebel against their Federal government.  Personally, the reason I study Confederate history is to understand why my ancestors 
sided with the Southern Cause. My ancestors, like the majority of Southerners, did not own large cotton plantations, did not own 
slaves, and did not have a lot of money.  Instead, they struggled to make a living as farmers and small businessmen, and 
certainly did not fight and die in a war to defend the institution of slavery! 

John D. Long, in his work “The Confederate Book of Facts”, stated:  “Of the 800,000 men who served in the 
Confederate Military, fewer than 4% owned slaves.”   What then would cause my ancestors to go to war and risk their life in the 
Confederate uniform along with 8 hundred thousand to 1 million other Southern men?  In my opinion, it was a love of 
independence and a resistance to an overreaching Federal government. The effort by the Politically Correct to alter the true facts 
of history is a matter of great concern to me as it should be to you! 

I don’t want my grandchildren to grow up being taught that their Southern ancestors fought a war to defend slavery! I 
may not always be “Politically Correct” but I want always to be “Correct” in my understanding of history. George Orwell’s 
book, “1984” describes modern politics and history when he stated that those who control the telling of a people’s past, control 
their perception of the present and will be able to steer the people in a direction they would not otherwise go.  Orwell also 
indicated wrote “if you control a people’s language, you control their thoughts, thus the modern incarnation of “Politically 
Correct” speech.” 
 The true facts are that my home county of Conecuh, like many counties in Alabama and other Southern states, voted 
NOT to secede from the Union.  Of the 100 delegates at the January 1861 Alabama Constitutional Convention, 61 voted to 
secede and 39 voted to remain in the Union.  Although they may not have agreed with their political leaders, the men of 
Conecuh County, including many of my ancestors, stepped forward to the call of duty to defend their State. It is this devotion to 
duty, this code of honor displayed by my Southern ancestors, whom I will never forget and I will always commemorate! 
 Illinois was not immune from the division that the War created. Many so called Peace Democrats in Illinois opposed 
the war, and advocated immediate peace with the Confederacy, while a significant number openly supported the Confederacy. 
Their vigorous exercise of constitutional rights, especially the right to free speech, often resembled subversion and treason to 
state and federal officials.  Some historians say the term “Copperhead” was the name given these Peace Democrats by the 
Republican Party, likening them to the poisonous snake by that name. Others attribute the name to the buttons cut from copper 
coins depicting the goddess of liberty that were worn by many Peace Democrats.   

Early in 1863 prominent Chicago merchants began a boycott of the copperhead Chicago Times and Union generals 
forbade its circulation within their ranks.  In June of 1863 General Ambrose Burnside, in command of the Department of the 
Northwest, unilaterally suppressed the Times, as well as the Jonesboro Gazette "on account of the repeated expression of 
disloyal and incendiary statements."  Residents of Chicago responded with a mass meeting of twenty thousand and demanded 
free speech.  The Illinois House of Representatives passed a resolution condemning Burnside's order, and the next day President 
Lincoln revoked it. 
 



  A strong and active minority of the Peace Democrats or Copperheads asserted that the Republicans had provoked the 
South into secession; that the Republicans were waging the war in order to establish their own domination, suppress civil and 
states’ rights, and impose "racial equality"; and that military means had failed and would never restore the Union. 
 Strong opposition to the war arose in some areas of Illinois over worsening economic conditions. The loss of Southern 
markets and the closure of the Mississippi River in 1861 lowered grain prices, and a bank panic occurred among Midwestern 
banks that had based their paper money upon Southern bonds.  Only 17 out of 112 banks in Illinois survived the creation of the 
Confederacy.  The economic downturn in agriculture and banking also resulted in a commercial recession, which increased 
the number of those who opposed the war and criticized the Lincoln administration. 
 Illinois' "Copperhead Legislature" of 1863 is a case in point.  Much of the discontent expressed in the Illinois 
legislature of 1863 centered around economic grievances against railroads and the operators of grain elevators, anticipating the 
agrarian concerns that emerged as the Grange Movement of the 1870s.  In the face of economic hardships, opposing the war for 
some in Illinois was less a matter of disloyalty and more a bread-and-butter issue. Desertion from the Union Army and attempts 
to capture deserters also became a source of dissension on the Illinois home front. 
Opponents of the war often encouraged desertion, while the U.S. Army's efforts to arrest deserters in southern Illinois sometimes 
met with civilian resistance. Deserters were concealed, and armed mobs often greeted their would-be captors.  

Mandatory enlistment under the Conscription Act of 1863 was extremely unpopular in Charleston, Jacksonville, and 
Vandalia.  An armed mob drove Union officers in charge of enlistment from various parts of Fulton County in protest of 
the conscription law; the officers were actually attacked, and at least two fatal shootings were reported. Another mob at Olney 
threatened to burn the town if the local enrollment lists were not surrendered.  In Union County, a guerrilla band assaulted 
Unionists and destroyed their property.  Confederate sympathizers in southern Illinois sometimes practiced intimidation tactics, 
beating and shooting those who supported the Union war effort. 
 Such vigilantism was practiced by both sides.  One regiment largely comprised of soldiers from southern Illinois was 
arrested and placed under guard at Holly Springs, Mississippi, in March 1863 because so many had deserted and the remainder 
was fraternizing with the enemy. It has been estimated that in a five-month period, 800 deserters were arrested in Perry, Saline, 
Jackson, and Williamson counties and 2000 for Illinois as a whole.  Such desertions and civil disturbance clearly indicate the 
unpopularity of the war in some sections of the state.  
 Especially unpopular in some areas of Illinois was the Emancipation Proclamation; very few men from Illinois had 
enlisted in the army in 1861 to end slavery; they had enlisted to save the Union.  Violence erupted in 1864 at Charleston, Illinois, 
a center of Copperhead sentiment, and six soldiers and three civilians were killed; another four soldiers and eight civilians were 
wounded in a riot on the courthouse square.  Illinois, like the Southern states, was torn apart by the conflicting issues of freedom 
of speech, independence, the states’ right of self-government, and the emancipation of the slaves. 
 So, my perspective of the War is it was a fight for Southern Independence, a war to resist an overreaching Federal 
government, and a demonstration of the Southerner’s willingness to fight for their beliefs. Interestingly, many Americans today 
are still concerned about the ever-increasing control over our lives by the Federal government, and this concern is giving rise to 
political movements such as the Tea Party. 
 A Rasmussen Poll conducted on 15 Jun 2011 found that 45 % of Americans agree with the following statement:  “The 
gap between Americans who want to govern themselves and politicians who want to rule over them is now as big as the gap 
between the American colonies and England during the 18th Century.” It is our duty, as individual citizens in a free society, to 
study history and understand facts, so we can resist the efforts by some to distort facts and rewrite history in their own vision. 
We must NOT allow the Politically Correct to rewrite the following historical facts.   
 On May 27, 1861, the Army of the United States of America (the "Union") -- a nation formed by consecutive 
secessions, first from Great Britain in 1776, and then from itself in 1781 -- invaded the State of Virginia, which had recently 
seceded from the Union, in an effort to negate that secession by violent force. The historical result of the effort begun that day is 
well known and indisputable: after four years of brutal warfare, which killed over 620,000 Americans, the United States negated 
the secession of the Confederate States of America, and forcibly re-enrolled them into the Union. 
 The Civil War left the South in economic ruins, and set the stage for 12 years of military rule there. Beyond its 
immediate effects, the Civil War made drastic changes in politics and law that continue to shape our world 150 years later.  The 
War caused and allowed a tremendous expansion of the size and power of the federal government. It gave us our first federal 
conscription law, first progressive income tax, first enormous standing army; higher tariffs, and greenbacks. In my personal 
opinion, there was only one worthwhile outcome of the War, the end of slavery in the United States. 
But there must have been another way to achieve this outcome without the death of over 620,000 Americans! 
 We must not, allow history to repeat itself where war between Americans is the outcome! 
Education, enlightenment, and the rule of law must be our guiding principles.  Freedom is very rare in the history of mankind!  
Freedom is very expensive!  There will always be someone who wants to take away your freedom!  However, as long as there 
are Americans who believe that honor, freedom and independence are worth dying for, the spirit of the Confederate Soldier will 
live on, because that spirit is the American spirit that built this great Country! 
 
 Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for your attention.  
 

 


