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Next meeting – October 6, 2011
The next regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962, SCV will
be held at 6:30 pm on Thursday evening October 6, 2011. The meeting will be held at the SWIC
Senior Citizen Center on the corner of East B and North Church Streets, in Belleville.  Parking is
available immediately across the street from the building. The building is located at 201 North
Church, just three blocks east of North Illinois on East B. To get to the auditorium where we will
have the meeting, ask the gentleman at the desk what room we are in.  If you have any questions,
call Gale Red for directions at 618-622-8949.

Thursday's Presentation: "Old Glory," a history of the American flag” by Robert Cook, Southwestern Illinois
College.  "This presentation on the American flag covers several aspects of our flag's traditions and history.
The speaker will provide perspectives on the history of "Old Glory" from its inception through our Republic's
times of travail and triumph. Guidelines for the addition of new stars as well as flag etiquette and protocol are
detailed. A commentary on the controversial 1990 Supreme Court decision protecting the rights of flag burners
and a number of interesting anecdotal entries are also provided."

Memorial Services and Funeral for Lady Pat Doran
were held on September 12, 2011.  See the information
and pictures on pages 8 and 9.

The month of September was jam-packed with our regular camp meeting, new members sworn
in, Victorian Days at Jerseyville, the Lady Pat Doran Funeral, the Harvest Festival at Highland,
and a trip to Rolla for a presentation.  As always, we have more to report than we have room to
put in the newsletter.  So, be sure to visit our camp website for additional photos and informa-
tion. We continue to bring in new members to the camp thanks to the efforts of many of you.
Thanks.  Let’s keep them coming.  Remember to make every day a Dixie day as we celebrate
our Southern heritage. We sure hope you are planning to be with us as we have all our fun.

We enjoyed outings to Jerseyville and Highland.  See some of the
pictures on page 10.



Commander’s Dispatch - by Commander Mark Morgan
Compatriots and friends of the camp,

October 1861, three months after the Battle of Manassas and two months following the Battle of
Wilson’s Creek, brought its own share of armed clashes between the United States and the new
Confederate States of America.  However, what was probably the most striking aspect of the month was
the departure from the scene of several notable military and political personalities, matched by the rise to
prominence of others.

For example, on 2 October John C. Breckenridge – U.S. Senator, former vice president in the
administration of James Buchanan and 1860 Democrat Party presidential candidate – fled his home state of
Kentucky.   Why?  His state legislature was dominated by Unionists who had ordered Confederate forces
out of the state and, adding insult to injury, the United States Senate was in the process of expelling
Breckinridge (it finally did so in December).

Breckinridge, who’d served with the 3rd Kentucky Volunteers as a major during the Mexican War,
headed east and gained a commission as a brigadier general in the Confederate States Army.  As a major
general he subsequently commanded the 1st Kentucky Brigade (the famous “Orphan Brigade”), saw
combat at Shiloh, Stones River, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, New Market, Cold Harbor and
Monocacy.  On 6 February 1865, he became the fifth and last Confederate Secretary of War, replacing
James A. Seddon; with the collapse of the Confederacy, Breckinridge ensured the preservation of the
nation’s archives for future generations.   Postwar, fearing a possible arrest and trial for treason, the former
general/senator/vice president fled to Europe.  He returned to Louisville in March 1869 after receiving
amnesty and invested in local railroads prior to his death from cirrhosis at age 54 on 17 May 1875.

On 3 October, the first of a series of fracases (fracii?) for the month occurred near Bartow in Pocahontas
County, Virginia.  During the previous night Brig Gen Joseph Reynolds moved two brigades of troops
from primarily Ohio and Indiana towards the Confederate encampment at Camp Bartow.  There they ran
into the forces of Brig Gen Henry R. Jackson, mostly Georgians and Virginians along with one regiment
from Arkansas.  After a brief, noisy fight more marked by confusion than brilliance, both commanders
pulled back.  Jackson later promoted to major general and commanded a brigade during the Atlanta and
Franklin-Nashville Campaigns; Reynolds, subsequently a Northern division and corps commander,
remained in the Army fighting Indians until June 1877.

Both Kentucky and the western part of Virginia remained in turmoil through the remainder of the war
and both played a role in the fortune of commanders from both the north and south.  For example, on 8
October 1861, following a breakdown, Brig Gen Robert Anderson was relieved as commander of the
Department of Kentucky and replaced by Brig Gen William Tecumseh Sherman.

Officially, Anderson had to step down due to poor health, not surprising when you consider what he went
through in Charleston leading up to the fall of Fort Sumter.  However, in August 1863, after recuperating,
Anderson returned to active duty and assumed command of massive Fort Adams in Newport, Rhode
Island.  He retired only two months later but on 14 April 1865, as a recalled brevet major general,
Anderson presided over the raising of the US flag over the recaptured Fort Sumter.  Anderson died six
years later in Nice, France, and was buried in the cemetery at West Point.

As for the “new guy,” well, it turns out Sherman had some mental issue too, culminating in his relief as
department commander in Louisville by Brig Gen Don Carlos Buell in November.  Sherman’s superiors
placed him on mandatory medical leave in St Louis; these were the events which led to the rumors of his
insanity. However, after a brief period, Sherman returned to active service in St Louis under department
commander Maj Gen Henry Wager Halleck.  He later took an assignment under US Grant, in time for the
dust-up at Pittsburgh Landing/Shiloh.

While all of this was going on in the nominal border state of Kentucky, Brig Gen William S. Rosecrans
assumed command of the Department of Western Virginia.  His efforts to keep the Confederates out of the
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(Continued from the previous page)
region and the region in the Union culminated on 24 October, when the northern and central counties
announced their secession from the Old Dominion.  The Federal government did not accept the statehood of
West Virginia until June 1863; interestingly enough, postwar Virginia sued to regain control of several of
the counties which formed part of West Virginia.   The Supreme Court ruled against the Old Dominion.

Meanwhile, out west…on 4 October 1861, the CSA signed treaties with the Shawnee and Seneca Nations.
Three days later the Confederate government concluded a similar agreement with the Cherokee.

Roughly a week later, way down on the Mississippi, the small Confederate Navy managed to give its
Yankee counterparts a bloody nose.  With the blockade off the Confederate coast already well underway,
some Confederate States Navy personnel in Algiers, Louisiana, managed to convert a beat up river towboat
named the Enoch Crane into an ironclad.  Commissioned as CSS Manassas, the ship had a “turtle-back”
(ie, rounded) superstructure and only one gun, a 64-pounder mounted forward.

On 12 October 1861, while under the command of LT A.F. Warley, CSN, Manassas moved down the
Mississippi from New Orleans and managed to surprise the Federal blockading squadron at Head of Passes.
The gunboat shot up and then rammed the steam sloop USS Richmond, seriously damaging the latter
vessel; regrettably, the collision also heavily damaged Manassas, which limped back to New Orleans.

Finally, on 21 October, another battle; while not a particularly large fight, it had lasting repercussions on
the North’s pursuit of the war.  The battle took place on Ball’s Bluff above Harrison’s Island on the
Potomac, upriver from Washington DC, and resulted from Maj Gen George McClellan’s order for a
“demonstration” to skulk out local Confederates.

The event started on the 20th with the crossing of the Potomac by 100 men of the 1st Minnesota under the
overall command of Brig Gen Charles Stone, yet another West Point graduate and combat veteran of the
Mexican conflict.  After a party from the 15th Massachusetts crossed the river unopposed, General Stone
ordered in the rest of that regiment and directed it to move in the general direction of Leesburg.  At that
point, Col Edward Baker – the serving US Senator from Oregon – arrived with a brigade and decided to
pitch in.  A veteran of the Black Hawk and  Mexican Wars (he commanded the 4 th Illinois in the latter),
Baker was notable as the man who defeated young Springfield, IL, lawyer Abraham Lincoln for a
congressional seat in 1844.

As more Union troops ferried across the river, those already on the Virginia side came into contact with
elements of the 17th Mississippi.  Unfortunately, the Yankees had trouble getting people across the Potomac
fast enough and while the Confederates under Col Nathan “Shanks” Evans quickly reinforced their
positions, the majority of the Union soldiers were limited to small area on and below the bluff, basically
serving as ducks in a shooting gallery.  Colonel Baker was killed in action around 4:30 PM, the only U.S.
Senator to die in combat during the war.  The Federals then attempt to evacuate back across the river but
many were forced into the water and more drowned when their boats capsized.  The northerners wound up
losing about 1000 men; notably, one of the survivors was a young lieutenant of the 20th Massachusetts who
managed to survive his near-fatal wounds and went on to some notoriety postwar.  His name was Oliver
Wendell Holmes Jr.

While arguably a small fight, Ball’s Bluff/Harrison’s Island proved costly for the Union effort.  The
death of one of their own on the field of combat contributed to the Congress’ formation of a standing
committee to monitor the war effort and in February 1862, Secretary of War Edwin Stanton had General
Stone arrested for malfeasance, misconduct and treason.  Stone was eventually released due to a lack of
formal charges, returned to duty and in 1864 resigned his commission after final service as a Union brigade
commander at Petersburg.

Above and beyond the War Department’s treatment of General Stone, the early losses at Manassas and
Balls Bluff took their toll on the Union Army’s leadership, all the way to the top.   On 31 October 1861,
General-in-Chief Winfield Scott stepped down and into retirement.  The hero of the War of 1812 and
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October Birthdays

Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

Thursday, Oct. 6, 2011, Dixon Camp Meeting, SWIC PSOP, 6:30 – 8:30 pm.
Monday, Oct. 17, 2011, Squad East Meeting at Anthony’s Wild West Restaurant in Flora, 6:30 pm.
Thursday, Nov 3, 2011, Dixon Camp Meeting, SWIC PSOP, 6:30 – 8:30 pm.
Monday, Nov. 21, 2011, Squad East Meeting at Anthony’s Wild West Restaurant in Flora, 6:30 pm.
Thursday, Dec. 1, 2011, Dixon Camp Meeting, SWIC PSOP, 6:30 – 8:30 pm.
Monday, Dec 19. 17, 2011, Squad East Meeting at Anthony’s Wild West Restaurant in Flora, 6:30 pm.
Thursday, Jan. 5, 2012, Dixon Camp Meeting, SWIC PSOP, 6:30 – 8:30 pm.
Monday, Jan. 23, 2012, Squad East Meeting at Anthony’s Wild West Restaurant in Flora, 6:30 pm.
Saturday Jan. 28, 2012, Lee/Jackson Dinner & Ball at Belle Clair Fairgrounds, Belleville, 6-10:30 pm.

Minutes of the 1 September 2011 Muster
(Continued on next page)
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Mexican War, now 75, old, tired and weighing over 300 pounds, was nudged out by political supporters of Maj. Gen.
George McClellan, who assumed the duties of general-in-chief of the Union Army on 1 November.  Scott lived to see
the Union victory in the war, prior to his death at West Point on 29 May 1866 at age 79.  The Virginia native was
buried at the US Military Academy

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

That concludes the proceedings for another month but, in closing, I’d like to thank all of the stalwart
members who have organized, contributed to and participated in our major events over the past few months.
Additionally, I salute 2Lt Commander Gene Smith for his exemplary staff service over the past year.  Due
to the pressure of other responsibilities, he recently decided to step down..  Please take the opportunity next
meeting to extend your thanks to him for his efforts on behalf of the Dixon Camp.

And, until our next session, hold high the flag!

Respectfully,

Mark Morgan, Commander

Jim Conn – Oct. 4
John Fulton – Oct. 5

Vernon DeSelms – Oct. 9
Helen Altman – Oct. 11

Morgan Benjamin – Oct. 14
Dale Rice – Oct. 15

Robert Halemeyer – Oct. 16
Brian Kaess – Oct. 24

Betty Lawrence – Oct. 25
Allen Wandling – Oct. 30

Y’all have a Happy Dixie Birthday!



Minutes of the Meeting of Squad East of September 19, 2011:

The squad east meeting was convened at 6:30 by Squad Sergeant Pat Booth.  Sam Booth provided the
invocation, and the Pledge and Salute were given.  Introductions were made of Joshua Headlee who was
home visiting his folks, Alex Booth, Pat Booth’s son, Sonny Sheets and John Winterfeld.  Other members in
attendance were: Pat Booth, Sam Booth, Anthony Booth, Robert Marley, Vernon DeSelms, Dennis
Headlee, Harvey Cash, Walter Hall, and Gale Red. The schedule of presentations for the next couple of
months was announced, and there was a short discussion about possibly having a Christmas party in place
of the December meeting. The remaining time was turned over to Walter Hall to present his discussion of
“Tipping Points of the Civil War.”  Walter has continued to expand and enhance his presentation as he is in
the process of writing a book on the subject. Following his wonderful exploration of the topic, Sam Booth
gave the benediction and the meeting was closed.  The next Squad east meeting will be October 17th.

Minutes of the 1 Sep 2011 Muster
The members and friends of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp # 1962, S.C.V., conducted their monthly Muster at
1830 hours on 1 September 2011 at the SWIC PSOP Center, 201 North Church Street, Belleville, IL, this being the
8nd Muster of the year 2011. CALL TO ORDER: Camp 1Lt Cmdr Billy Altman called the meeting to order and
introduced Commander Mark Morgan. COMMANDER’S WELCOME: Cmdr Morgan welcomed the Camp’s
members, friends, and guest Steve Wilson. PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS: The Colors were properly
displayed and stationary in the room so no presentation ceremony was conducted; all in attendance recited the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States and the salute to the Confederate Flag. INVOCATION:
Chaplain Johnny Kicklighter provided the invocation. ROLL CALL: Attendees who signed the Muster Roll =
20:  Mark Morgan; Bill Altman; Gene Smith; Gale Red; Johnny Kicklighter; Robert Hardy; Earl Armstrong;
Walter Hall; James Conn; John Gideon; Jo Ann Gideon; Joe Starek; Vernon DeSelms; Ralph Oelschlager; Ron
Lakin; Janice Beasley, Helen Altman, Betty Lawrence, Judy Starek;  Phil Tate.  Although numerous other
members were present, they failed to sign the 1 Sep 2011 Muster Roll. INDUCTION:  Two new SCV members
were inducted:  John Anthony Fulton, ancestor: Passon Beauregard Mullinax, Pvt., C. D, 41st AL Inf; John Curtis
Gideon, ancestor: Stokley D. Gideon, Pvt., Co. B, 3rd MO Cav. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: The
7 Aug 2011 meeting minutes were previously published in The Dixon Blue Light News; therefore, reading was
foregone.  One correction was made to change the spelling of “Albert and Violet Johnson” to read “Johnstone”.
Motion to accept corrected minutes was made by Billy Altman, seconded by Ralph Oelschlager and approved by
unanimous vote. FINANCIAL REPORT: Adjutant Red reported a Treasury balance of $1,288.72 and
mentioned that a large deposit was still outstanding.  Bill Altman made a motion, seconded by Ralph Oelschlager,
to accept the report, approved by unanimous vote. COMMUNICATIONS: Brandon Baker reported on the
condition of member John Merck who was wounded by an explosion while on duty in the Middle East Theater of
operations. OLD BUSINESS: Adjutant Red reported that six (6) members still had not paid their annual dues and
asked that the dues be paid as soon as possible.  Joe Starek reported that the camp still needs to tighten up on
firearms safety at public events, with the mention that weapons were loaded (blanks) and then left unattended
during a recent event.  Joe also asked about the status of the safety glasses and ear plugs, both are available in the
Camp Trailer.  Mark Morgan reported on the Freeburg Homecoming Parade and expressed appreciation to Johnny
Kicklighter for use of his truck.  Honorable mention was given to Adjutant Gale Red for his demonstration of
remarkable (and enviable) dance poise during the parade!  Billy Altman reported that the August Gun Show
Recruiting Table was fully manned but activity was slow.   Mark Morgan reported on the Camp’s participation in
the Mascoutah Homecoming event. NEW BUSINESS: Discussion ensued regarding the Camp’s participation in
the 2012 Jerseyville re-enactment, and the participation of the Harris Young Cannon detachment.  Adjutant Red
reminded all that if they arrive in uniform or period dress, there $10 parking fee will be waived.    Billy Altman
and Gale Red will participate in a Civil War educational event at the Kappa Alpha Order at NC State University in
Raleigh, NC. REFRESHMENTS: The meeting took a break for refreshments provided by Mark Morgan and the
Baker family.  The meeting resumed at 7:30. FORMAL PRESENTATION: This month’s presentation was by
Mr. Greg Wolk who provided an excellent overview of the ‘Pacific’ and ‘Pilot’s Knob’ events involving forces
under Gen. Sterling Price (C.S.A.).  Mr. Wolk also offered for sale a copy of his book on this subject.
NEXT MEETING: 6 October 2011, 1830 hours, same location. BENEDICTION: Chaplain Johnny Kicklighter
provided the benediction. AJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 2030 hours.  (Respectfully submitted by
Gene Smith, Camp 2nd Lt Cmdr).



News About Our Members

As you probably know by now, Lady Pat Doran, passed away September 7th after fighting a valiant
struggle with liver cancer.  Please continue to keep Ron Doran and his family in your thoughts and
prayers. See our tribute to her on pages 8 and 9.

Compatriot Gene Smith went into the Memorial Hospital Emergency Room on Saturday, Oct. 1st

with severe back pains and decided he liked the accommodations well enough to spend the night
there. He is expected to be able to return home and hopes to be at the meeting Thursday evening.

Compatriot Brett Warner is continuing to receive chemotherapy treatments in his fight against his
cancer.  He is putting up a valiant fight and remains in his ever positive frame of mind.  He
participated in Pat Doran’s funeral and at the gun show.  Please continue keeping him in your
prayers.

Compatriot Phil Hannan who lives in Silver Springs, Maryland, has been struggling with health
issues recently and needs your prayers as well.

Compatriot Don Carnley lost his mother on the 4th of September in the Seattle, Washington area.
She had been in declining health for some time.  Don was able to go see her a couple of weeks
before she died, and had to return for her memorial and to help settle affairs.  He is home now.
Please keep Don in your thoughts and prayers as well.

Compatriot John Merck is continuing his recovery in San Antonio from
his injuries suffered in the battlefields of Iraq a couple of months ago.  He is
making progress but must stay in San Antonio a while longer.  He hopes to
return home sometime in the near future. You can contact John by email at:
sparky_usa65@yahoo.com.  I am sure he will welcome your notes.

Top Left R-L: Vernon DeSelms,
Bob Marley, Gale Red, Anthony
Booth,
Top Right: R-L: Alex Booth, Sam
Booth, John Winterfeld, Joshua
Headlee, Sonny Sheets
At Left: The fellows finishing
supper and getting ready to go into
the meeting.
At Right:  Our ever infamous Squad
Adjutant, Dennis Headlee hard at
work.



Members are requested to wear their uniforms to the meeting on October 6, 2011 as we will be swearing
in two new Knights of the Golden Circle at that meeting.  The new men are: Stephen D. Wilson and

Russell L. Hauser. We have a couple of other young men who are considering joining our camp as well.

On Left: Commander Mark Morgan and Adjutant Gale Red prepare to swear in John Gideon and John
Fulton as new members in the SCV and the Dixon Camp at the camp meeting on September 1, 2011.
On Right:  John Gideon and John Fulton raise their right hands and hold the flag with their left hands as
they take the oath of membership.

Compatriots Billy Altman, Gale Red, Ronnie Lakin, and Lady Helen Altman traveled to Rolla, Missouri on
Saturday, September 24th to meet with the men of the Kappa Alpha Order from the School of Engineering.
The Kappa Alpha Order is built on the principles and character of General Robert E. Lee. They presented a
program on an Introduction to the SCV and also on the CSS H.L. Hunley submarine.  Afterward, they did a
brief show and tell of some period weaponry. Billy presented the Order with a picture of Generals Lee and
Jackson in prayer. Billy’s nephew Alex is a third year student there. We had a great time and were invited to
come back next year for another presentation.



Lady Patricia Mary Doran

It's not easy to say goodbye to someone we love.
We can only ask the Good Lord to help us from Above.

And so, we know even though He has taken Lady Pat from our camp flocks,
He's blessing her with a better life, one that surely rocks.

We are going to miss Lady Pat for she was special indeed.
Born on May 31, 1939, in Birmingham, Alabama, here on earth she did succeed.

She and Compatriot Ron raised four beautiful daughters in the Doran way.
Susan, Janet, Donna, and Dorothy grew up to be lovely ladies and caring today.

Our time with Lady Pat was too short for sure.
She was a cherished member of the Ladies of the Golden Circle for only 5 years.

Since that time, she graced us at meetings and the Grand Ball.
She loved people and they loved her; above the rest, she stood tall.

Lady Pat enjoyed life and sharing her philosophy and beliefs in God, it's true.
She was as beautiful on the inside as she was on the outside too.

She fought a courageous fight with cancer (something not easy to do)
And won the reward of heaven (she's there helping and praying for you).

We thought of you, Lady Pat, with love today, but that is nothing new;
We thought about you yesterday, and days before that too.

We think of you in silence.  We often speak your name.
Now all we have are memories and your picture in a frame.

Your memory is our keepsake, Lady Pat, with which we'll never part.
God has you in His keeping; we have you in our heart.

Lady Pat,
We love you!

You are sadly missed by the Members and Ladies of Camp Dixon!



Lady Patricia Mary Doran Funeral
September 12, 2011 at the Walnut Hill Cemetery, Belleville, IL



Jerseyville Victorian Days Festival, September 3-5, 2011. Camp Dixon alive once more as our members
enthusiastically took part in the annual event at Illinois’ only Confederate mansion. It is our annual opportunity
to be part of a re-enactment and have fun in the field .  Please see the many other pictures on our website.

Harvest Festival, Highland, IL, September 9- 11, 2011.  Another of our fall fun activities, we participate in the annual
event which features crafts, tractors, and living histories of various periods of early American history. It was another
chance to mingle and have fun with the public.  There’s just never enough room, so visit our website for more.


